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Founded in 2009,  PLAC is an independent, non- partisan , non- profit capacity building organization 

that works to strengthen democratic governance and citizens participation in Nigeria. Through 

broad-based technical assistance and training. PLAC works to promote citizens’ engagement with 

government institutions, advocate for legal and policy reforms and promote transparency and 

accountability in policy and decision making processes.

At the core of  our programming is a deep commitment to increase legislative advocacy, promote 

transparency and good governance, support electoral reforms, enhance citizen’s access to public 

policies and advance anti-corruption campaigns. In its over 15 years of  history, PLAC has worked 

and evolved into a foremost leading institution with capacity to deliver cutting-edge research, 

policy analysis and advocacy.
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DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO 
NIGERIA AND ECOWAS

The European Union Delegation to the Federal Republic of  Nigeria and ECOWAS is a full  

diplomatic mission representing the European Union in Nigeria with concurrent accreditation to 

the regional economic body, ECOWAS, headquartered in Abuja.

The Delegation of  the European Union to Nigeria and to ECOWAS ( the Delegation ) is part of  

the European Union External service and is one of  the 140 Delegations throughout the world.

The 2026 PLAC Legislative Internship Programme is one of  the programmes supported by the 

delegation in its Support to Democratic Governance in Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION

The 2026 Legislative Internship programme organized  by the Policy and Advocacy Centre 

(PLAC) with support from the European Union has 39 (Thirty-nine ) young Nigerians drawn 

from the six Geo Political Zones and Federal Capital Territory. The interns were deployed to 

various committees in the Senate and House of  representatives to learn legislative practices and 

procedures to improve their understanding of  the National Assembly.

As part of  the Internship programme, interns are to carry out a re-enactment of  a legislative 

plenary session through the medium of  a mock Legislative Assembly which is patterned after a 

typical plenary session of  the House of  Representatives. At the one – day mock plenary session, 

interns will take on the role of  the principal officers and Honourable members to deliberate on 

topical issues affecting the country.

PLAC’s Legislative Internship Programme is supported by the European Union to enhance citizens 

understanding and participation in the processes of  the National Assembly and also to provide a 

platform for persons from marginalized groups to realize their leadership ambitions and imagine 

their future leadership potential.
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS IN THE MODEL 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (MLA)

Sequel to the mock legislative session, interns had practiced their roles at various times at PLAC 

office and the National Assembly.  Intens had also conducted elections to select principal officers 

from among themselves for the MLA programme.

The following persons emerged as Principal Officers of  the MLA

1.	 Speaker -  Ifebuchechukwu Francisca Ede

2.	 Deputy Speaker - TrustGod Prosper Nnanna

3.	 Majority Leader - Udotong Utibe-Abasi

4.	 Deputy Majority Leader - Pamela Peace Ephraim

5.	 Minority Leader - Iyanu Ojuawo

6.	 Deputy Minority Leader - Hafsat Muhammad Abdulrahman

7.	 Chief  Whip - Boluwatife Deborah Ogungbesan

8.	 Deputy Chief  Whip - Abubakar Hussaini Abdulkareem

9.	 Minority Whip - Abdulrahman Ibrahim

10.	 Deputy Minority Whip - Sadiq Garba Ammani 

11.	 Clerk - Hafsat Jibrin

12.	 Sergeant at Arms - Adenike Akande
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AGENDA

Policy and Legal Advocacy Centre (PLAC), with support from the European Union (EU)

PLAC 2026 LEGISLATIVE INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME:

MODEL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (MLA) 

Date: Thursday, 6th August 2026

Venue: Abuja Continental Hotel (Ballroom 1)

Time: 10:00am – 1:00pm

 TIME  ACTIVITY

9:30am – 10:00am Registration of  Participants
Guests, Resource Persons and Interns are seated

10:00am – 11:00am SESSION ONE: WELCOME AND OPENING CEREMONY
Introduction of  Special Guests, Resource Persons and Participants
 
Welcome Remarks
Clement Nwankwo
Executive Director, PLAC

Goodwill Remarks
•	 European Union (EU) Delegation to Nigeria and the ECOWAS
•	 Invited Senators & Honourable Members/ Special Guests

Opening/ Special Remarks  
Barr. Kamoru Ogunlana, Clerk to the National Assembly (CNA)

11:00am -12:00noon SESSION TWO: MOCK LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Plenary Session by Interns of  the PLAC 2026 Model Legislative Assembly
Led by:
Francisca Ifebuche Edeh (Enugu)
Speaker, 2026 Model Legislative Assembly (MLA)

TrustGod Nnanna (Abia)
Deputy Speaker, 2026 Model Legislative Assembly (MLA)



PLAC Model Legislative Assembly (MLA) 2026                                                                              Page >>> 4

 TIME  ACTIVITY

12:00noon - 12:30pm SESSION THREE: 
Observations and Feedback From 
•	 Invited Legislators 
•	 Clerk, Senate
•	 Clerk, House of  Representatives
•	 Reviewers/Panelists

12:30pm -1:00pm SESSION FOUR: PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES 
AND PHOTO SESSION

Clement Nwankwo, Executive Director, PLAC

1:00pm Closing Remarks & Lunch
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS PRODUCED FOR 
THE 2026 MODEL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
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ORDER PAPER PRODUCED FOR THE 2026 
MODEL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
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MATTER OF URGENT NATIONAL IMPORTANCE

URGENT NEED FOR IMMEDIATE INTERVENTION TO ADDRESS ONGOING 
AND IMMINENT FLOODING IN NIGERIA, PARTICULARLY IN THE SOUTH-
SOUTH REGION

Sponsors:
Hon. Esther Ogbomo (Edo State); Hon. Ayeoritsesan Omolayo Obadiah (Delta State); Hon. Clement 
Oko Adagbor (Cross River State); Hon. Utibe-Abasi Udotong (Akwa Ibom State); Hon. Jeremiah Anietie 
(Akwa-Ibom State); Hon. Eseimokumo Albert (Bayelsa State).

The House:

Notes that several communities across Nigeria are presently experiencing flooding following 

sustained rainfall, resulting in displacement, destruction of  homes and livelihoods, and threats to 

lives and critical infrastructure;

Also notes that in July 2026, flooding in communities in Oyigbo Local Government Area of  Rivers 

State submerged homes and businesses, displaced families and reportedly resulted in the death 

of  a 17-year-old resident;

Further notes that flooding following hours of  heavy rainfall recently submerged more than 100 

houses in Arab and Atimbo communities in Calabar Municipality Local Government Area of  

Cross River State, forcing residents to evacuate their homes and causing extensive damage to 

household property;

Aware that the Nigeria Hydrological Services Agency, in a flood advisory issued on 30 July 2026, 

identified 246 communities in Ekeremor, Kolokuma/Opokuma, Sagbama and Yenagoa Local 

Government Areas of  Bayelsa State as being at high risk of  flooding between 30 July and 5 August 

2026;

Concerned that unless immediate preventive and emergency measures are activated in affected 

and high-risk communities, the continuing rainfall may result in further loss of  lives, displacement, 

destruction of  farmlands and damage to schools, health facilities, markets and other critical 

infrastructure;
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Cognizant of  the constitutional responsibility of  government under section 14(2)(b) of  the 

Constitution of  the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 1999, to ensure the security and welfare of  the 

people.

Resolves to:

1.	 Urge the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), in collaboration with the 

relevant State Emergency Management Agencies and Local Government authorities, the 

Nigeria Hydrological Services Agency (NIHSA) and the Nigerian Meteorological Agency 

(NiMet), to strengthen flood preparedness, community sensitization, evacuation planning, 

pre-positioning of  relief  materials, and the timely dissemination of  localized flood and 

weather alerts in high-risk South-South communities;

2.	 Urge the Ecological Project Office (EPO), the Niger Delta Development Commission 

(NDDC), the National Inland Waterways Authority (NIWA), and other relevant federal 

institutions to provide the House with details of  ongoing and completed flood, erosion, 

drainage and shoreline-protection interventions in the South-South Region, including 

project locations, approved costs, implementation status and expected completion dates;

3.	 Mandate the House Committees on Ecological Fund, Emergency and Disaster Preparedness, 

Environment and Water Resources to conduct a joint investigation into the utilization of  

federal funds for flood and erosion-control interventions in the South-South Region during 

the preceding ten years, inspect selected projects, invite relevant stakeholders, report 

their findings to the House within six (6) weeks, for further legislative action.
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LIST OF BILLS PRODUCED FOR THE MODEL 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

NORTH CENTRAL
A Bill For Act To Amend The National Mental Health Act, 2021 To Provide For A Coordinated 

National Programme Of Trauma And Psychosocial Support For Persons Affected By Kidnapping, 

Terrorism, Communal Violence, Other Violent Crimes And Emergencies; Strengthen Referral, 

Treatment And Community-Based Support Services; And For Related Matters

NORTH EAST
A Bill For An Act To Amend The North-East Development Commission (Establishment) Act, 

2017 To Provide For The Mandatory Inclusion Of  Women And Persons With Disabilities In The 

Membership Of  The Governing Board; Strengthen The Review And Implementation Of  The 

North-East Development Master Plan; Provide For The Reporting Of  Outstanding Statutory 

Remittances Due To The Commission; Enhance Transparency And Public Reporting Of  The 

Activities Of  The Commission; And For Related Matters.

 

NORTH WEST
A Bill For An Act To Amend The Discrimination Against Persons With Disabilities (Prohibition) 

Act, 2018 To Strengthen The Recognition And Protection Of  Persons With Disabilities That Are 

Not Immediately Apparent; And For Related Matters.

SOUTH EAST
A Bill For An Act To Amend The Fiscal Responsibility Act, 2007 To Strengthen The Requirements 

For The Justification Of  Expenditure Proposals Through A Modified And Rotational Application 

Of  Zero-Based Budgeting Principles, Programme Performance Information, Monitoring And 

Reporting; And For Related Matters

SOUTH SOUTH

A Bill For An Act To Provide For A Framework For The Conservation, Restoration And Sustainble 

Management Of  Mangrove Ecosystems; Provide For The Designation And Management Of  

Ecological Heritage Zones In Coordination With State Governments And Host Communities; 

Prescribe Safeguards For Development Activities Affecting Mangroves; And For Related Matters.
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SOUTH WEST
A Bill For An Act To Establish The National Office For Budgetary Oversight As An Independent 

Fiscal Institution To Provide Objective Fiscal And Economic Analysis, Support Legislative Oversight 

Of  Public Finance, Promote Fiscal Transparency And Sustainability, And For Related Matters.
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BILLS DRAFTED BY INTERNS

NORTH 
CENTRAL
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NORTH 
EAST
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NORTH 
WEST
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SOUTH 
EAST
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SOUTH 
SOUTH
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SOUTH 
WEST
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LIST OF MOTIONS PRODUCED FOR THE 2026 
MODEL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

North Central

Motion On The Urgent Need To Strengthen The Regulation, Standardization, And Security Of  

Public Transportation In The Federal Capital Territory (FCT) To Curb The Menace Of  “One 

Chance” Operations

North East

Need To Assess The Condition Of  Special Schools And The Implementation Of  Inclusive 

Education In Nigeria.

North West

Motion On The Need To Strengthen Recognition And Reasonable Accommodations For Persons 

With Non-Apparent Disability

South East

Need To Upgrade And Integrate The Eastern Railway Corridor Into Nigeria’s Standard-Gauge 

Rail Network

South South

Motion On The Urgent Need To Prohibit Discriminatory Age Limits In Recruitment For 

Employment In Nigeria

South West

Need To Incorporate Living Wage Indicators Into The Determination And Periodic Review Of 

The National Minimum Wage
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NORTH 
CENTRAL

MOTIONS DRAFTED BY INTERNS
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MOTION ON THE URGENT NEED TO STRENGTHEN THE REGULATION, 
STANDARDIZATION, AND SECURITY OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IN 
THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY (FCT) TO CURB THE MENACE OF “ONE 
CHANCE” OPERATIONS

Sponsored by:  Hon. Seember Stella Iorkyase;  Hon. Jemimah Nerat Pam;  Hon. Aminu Bako; 
Hon. Abubakar Hussaini Abdulkareem;  Hon. Jamila Musa;  Hon. Hafsat Garba Jibrin

The House:

Notes that Section 14(2)(b) of  the Constitution of  the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 1999 (as 

amended) makes the security and welfare of  the people the primary purpose of  government, yet 

the criminal operation known as “One Chance”, in which passengers boarding disguised commercial 

vehicles are robbed, abducted, assaulted, or murdered, increasingly threatens commuters who 

depend daily on public transportation within the Federal Capital Territory (FCT);

Also notes that this menace is enabled by the absence of  a framework for licensing and regulating 

commercial transport operators in the FCT, and that fragmented regulation among agencies has 

caused weak enforcement and poor coordination, while legitimate operators suffer reputational 

harm from being mistaken for criminal impersonators;

Concerned that women, children, students, persons with disabilities, and other vulnerable 

commuters are disproportionately exposed to these crimes, and that existing oversight mechanisms 

have not kept pace with the sophistication of  these networks, undermining public confidence and 

freedom of  movement;

Cognizant that major cities worldwide use centralized transport management systems, vehicle 

databases, digital verification, and passenger complaint mechanisms to improve safety, and that a 

unified regulatory framework in the FCT would improve commuter safety, investor confidence, 

and economic development;

Also cognizant that the National Assembly holds constitutional oversight responsibilities over 

matters affecting the Federal Capital Territory, and that without comprehensive institutional 

reform, technological integration, and coordinated enforcement, these incidents may continue to 

increase;
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Worried that without institutional reform and coordinated enforcement, these incidents will 

likely increase, further endangering lives and eroding public trust in government;

Resolves to:

i.	 urge the Federal Capital Territory Administration (FCTA), with the Federal Ministry 

of  Transportation and security agencies, to establish a regulatory framework and a 

Transportation Management and Safety Authority (“FCTTMSA”) for licensing, digital 

verification, and enforcement of  transport safety standards in the FCT;

ii.	 call on the Nigeria Police Force, the Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps, the 

Department of  State Services, and other relevant agencies to establish a Joint Transportation 

Security Task Force dedicated to intelligence gathering, surveillance, and prosecution of  

“One Chance” syndicates operating within the FCT;

iii.	 mandate the National Assembly Committees on the FCT, Land Transport, and Police 

Affairs to investigate the current transport regulatory framework and recommend reforms 

within ninety (90) days; and

iv.	 direct the Committees on the FCT and Land Transport to monitor implementation of  

this Motion and report back within six (6) months.



PLAC Model Legislative Assembly (MLA) 2026                                                                              Page >>> 100

NORTH 
EAST
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MOTION ON  THE NEED TO ASSESS THE CONDITION OF SPECIAL SCHOOLS 
AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION IN NIGERIA.

Sponsor:  Hon. Jaafaru Sadiq Adamu (Taraba);  Hon. Abdulrahaman Ibrahim (Bauchi);  Hon. Anna 
Yongo (Adamawa);  Hon. Blessing Samaila Yakura (Adamawa); Hon. Shalom Danlami Andemi (Taraba); 
Hon. Muhammad Shuaibu (Yobe); Hon. Muhammad Al-amin (Borno); Hon. Mustapha Sa’eed (Gombe)

The House:

Notes that the Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities (Prohibition) Act, 2018 recognises 

the right of  persons with disabilities to education in appropriate languages, modes and means of  

communication, and requires inclusive and accessible educational arrangements;

Also notes that Special Schools were established across Nigeria to provide learners with 

disabilities access to trained teachers, appropriate communication support, assistive learning 

materials and accessible facilities;

Aware that a number of  special schools and mainstream schools implementing inclusive 

education in Nigeria reportedly face challenges relating to infrastructure, accessibility, staffing, 

teacher qualifications, teaching and learning materials and enrolment;

Further aware that effective education in Special Schools requires appropriately trained Special 

Education professionals, including teachers with competence in Nigerian Sign Language, Braille, 

orientation and mobility, and other disability-specific instructional methods;

Concerned that the deployment of  personnel without the required qualifications or disability-

specific communication competencies may undermine learning outcomes and the effective 

implementation of  inclusive-education policies;

Worried that inadequate facilities, assistive learning materials, trained personnel and weak 

coordination among responsible institutions may continue to deny children with disabilities equal 

access to quality basic education;
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Accordingly, the House resolves to:

i.	 Mandate the House Committee on Disabilities and Committee on Basic Education and 

Services, to conduct a joint assessment of  special schools and the implementation of  

inclusive education across Nigeria.

ii.	 Direct that the assessment examine the condition and accessibility of  school infrastructure, 

staffing levels, teacher qualifications and deployment, availability of  Braille, sign-language 

and assistive learning resources, enrolment and retention, teacher training, and the 

utilisation and impact of  relevant federal and State interventions;

iii.	 Invite the Federal Ministry of  Education, the National Commission for Persons with 

Disabilities, the Universal Basic Education Commission, relevant State Ministries of  

Education, State Universal Basic Education Boards and other responsible institutions to 

provide information on applicable standards, funding, recruitment, deployment, training 

and implementation challenges;	

iv.	 Further mandate the Committees to recommend legislative, policy, budgetary and 

administrative measures for improving special education and inclusive education in the 

Zone;

v.	 Require the Committees to report back to the House within eight weeks for further 

legislative action.
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NORTH 
WEST
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MOTION ON THE NEED TO STRENGTHEN RECOGNITION AND REASONABLE 
ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS WITH NON-APPARENT DISABILITY

Sponsored by: Hon Mariya Abubakar Bagudo, Hon Habiba Madugu, Hon Zainab Sanusi Jibiya, Hon 
Sadiq Garba Ammani, Hon Pamela Ephraim, Hon Hafsat Muhammad Abdulrahman

The House:

Notes that the Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities (Prohibition) Act, 2018 prohibits 

discrimination on the ground of  disability and recognises a person with disability as a person 

with a long-term physical, mental or sensory impairment which, in interaction with barriers, may 

hinder full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others;

Also notes that some disabilities and long-term impairments are not immediately apparent 

and may affect a person’s health, communication, learning, mobility, concentration, work or 

participation without being readily visible to others;

Concerned that because such impairments are not always visible, affected persons may 

experience disbelief, stigma, delayed support or difficulty obtaining reasonable accommodation in 

healthcare facilities, educational institutions, workplaces and public services;

Aware that a medical diagnosis does not in every case amount to a disability, and that recognition 

and support should be based on the long-term functional impact of  the impairment and the 

barriers faced by the individual;

Further aware that the Disability Act already provides protections relating to non-discrimination, 

education, healthcare, emergency situations and employment, but public institutions require 

clearer and more consistent guidance for applying those protections to persons with non-apparent 

disabilities; and

Believes that a coordinated framework led by the National Commission for Persons with 

Disabilities, with the participation of  relevant ministries, professional bodies and persons with lived 

experience, would improve recognition, reasonable accommodation and access to appropriate 

services.
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Accordingly, the House resolves to:

i.	 urge the National Commission for Persons with Disabilities, in consultation with the 

Federal Ministries responsible for health, education and labour, organisations of  persons 

with disabilities, healthcare professionals and other relevant stakeholders, to develop 

national guidelines for the recognition, assessment and reasonable accommodation of  

persons with non-apparent disabilities;

ii.	 urge the Federal Ministry of  Health and Social Welfare and the National Health Insurance 

Authority to review barriers to diagnosis, referral, treatment, rehabilitation and financial 

protection for persons whose long-term health conditions amount to disabilities, and to 

recommend appropriate measures within existing health-financing and clinical frameworks;

iii.	 urge Federal Ministries, Departments and Agencies, public educational institutions and 

public-sector employers to review their disability-inclusion policies and provide reasonable 

accommodation for persons with non-apparent disabilities in accordance with the Disability 

Act and guidelines issued by the National Commission for Persons with Disabilities;

iv.	 urge the National Bureau of  Statistics and the National Commission for Persons with 

Disabilities to improve disability-disaggregated data collection through appropriate 

functional assessment questions, while protecting the privacy and confidentiality of  

personal health information; and

v.	 mandate the Committee on Disabilities, in collaboration with the Committees on 

Healthcare Services and Labour, Employment and Productivity, to engage relevant 

stakeholders, assess the implementation gaps affecting persons with non-apparent 

disabilities and report to the House within eight weeks for further legislative action.
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NEED TO UPGRADE AND INTEGRATE THE EASTERN RAILWAY CORRIDOR 
INTO NIGERIA’S STANDARD-GAUGE RAIL NETWORK

Sponsor: Hon. Adanna Nwaoku (Imo State), Hon. TrustGod Nnanna (Abia State), Hon. Chukwuezugo 
Nwogu (Imo State), Hon. Ifebuchechukwu Edeh (Enugu State), Hon. Joy Okorafor-Odii (Ebonyi State), 
Hon. Obed Soludo (Anambra State).

The House: 

Notes that the Federal Government has pursued the modernisation and expansion of  Nigeria’s 

railway network through a combination of  standard-gauge construction and rehabilitation of  

existing narrow-gauge lines;

Also notes that the Eastern Railway Corridor is an existing narrow-gauge route extending from 

Port Harcourt to Maiduguri and that its rehabilitation has proceeded in phases, including work on 

the Port Harcourt–Aba section;

Aware that the corridor serves, or has the potential to serve, major commercial, industrial and 

agricultural centres in the South-East and neighbouring regions, and to connect inland markets 

with ports in Rivers State;

Concerned that the limited capacity and incomplete rehabilitation of  the corridor leave 

businesses and commuters heavily dependent on road transport, increasing logistics costs, travel 

time, pressure on highways and exposure to road accidents;

Recognises that a modern and efficient rail connection could improve freight movement, 

support manufacturing and agriculture, reduce pressure on highways and strengthen trade within 

and beyond the South-East;

Also worried that traders, manufacturers, and farmers are paying more, losing more;

Cognisant that section 16 of  the Constitution enjoins the State to manage the economy in 

a manner that secures the maximum welfare of  citizens and promotes balanced economic 

development;
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Further Cognisant that the 2023 Constitutional Amendment to the Concurrent Legislative 

List empowers States to legislate on intra-state railways, thereby requiring coordination and 

interoperability between Federal and State railway systems.

Resolves to:

i.	 Urge the Federal Government, through the Federal Ministry of  Transportation, to 

undertake and publish a technical, economic and financial feasibility assessment for the 

phased upgrading or construction of  a standard-gauge Eastern Railway Corridor, including 

priority connections to Port Harcourt, Onne and Bonny ports and to the commercial 

centres of  Aba, Enugu, Onitsha and Nnewi and ensure that such feasibility assessments are 

laid before the National Assembly and published within ninety (90) days of  completion for 

transparency and accountability; 

ii.	 Urge the Federal Government to include viable priority phases of  the project in the 

revised national railway plan, the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework and subsequent 

annual budgets, with a clear implementation timetable and ensure these are reflected in 

the National Inter-State Railway Development Plan, to be reviewed and updated at least 

once every five years; and

iii.	 Mandate the House Committees on Land Transport, Appropriations and Finance, 

in collaboration with other relevant Committees, to engage the Federal Ministry of  

Transportation, Nigerian Railway Corporation, Debt Management Office, Infrastructure 

Concession Regulatory Commission, South-East Development Commission and relevant 

stakeholders on the status, scope, financing options and implementation timeline for the 

Eastern Railway Corridor, and report back to the House within six weeks, while ensuring 

expanded consultation with affected State Governments, State railway agencies, the 

Nigerian Ports Authority, organised private-sector freight interests, and communities 

likely to be impacted by proposed routes, and that subsequent progress is reflected in the 

Nigerian Railway Corporation’s annual report to the National Assembly.
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MOTION ON THE URGENT NEED TO PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATORY AGE 
LIMITS IN RECRUITMENT FOR EMPLOYMENT IN NIGERIA

Sponsors: Hon. Ayeoritsesan Omolayo Obadiah (Delta State) ; Hon. Clement Oko Adagbor                        
(Cross River State) ; Hon. Utibe-Abasi Udotong  (Akwa Ibom State) ; Hon. Esther Ogbomo                                   
(Edo State) ; Hon. Jeremiah Anietie  (Akwa Ibom State) ;  Hon. Eseimokumo Albert (Bayelsa State)

The House:

Notes that section 17(3)(a) of  the Constitution of  the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 1999 (as 

amended) provides that the State shall direct its policy towards ensuring that all citizens, without 

discrimination, have the opportunity for securing adequate means of  livelihood;

Also notes that unemployment and underemployment remain significant challenges in Nigeria, 

particularly among graduates who often experience prolonged delays arising from industrial 

actions, insecurity, economic hardship, mandatory National Youth Service Corps participation, 

and professional qualification requirements.

Further notes that many public and private sector employers, particularly banks and other 

financial institutions and graduate trainee programmes, prescribe maximum age limits of  26 to  27 

years as a condition for employment, thereby excluding otherwise qualified Nigerians solely on 

account of  age;

Further notes that Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 8 commits States to promote 

sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent 

work for all, while SDG 10 calls for reducing inequalities and promoting social inclusion;

Convinced that employment opportunities should be determined primarily by competence, 

qualifications, skills, experience and integrity rather than arbitrary age thresholds.

Aware that such age-based restrictions undermine the principles of  equality of  opportunity, 

merit-based recruitment, youth empowerment and national productivity.

Concerned that these recruitment practices disproportionately affect graduates who complete 

their studies later for reasons beyond their control, including interruptions in the academic 

calendar, family responsibilities, 
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Resolves to:

i.	 Urge the Federal Ministry of  Labour and Employment to develop regulations prohibiting 

unjustifiable age discrimination in recruitment by employers in both the public and private 

sectors and also review existing employment policies to ensure that graduates who 

complete the National Youth Service Corps or other mandatory professional requirements 

after prescribed recruitment age limits are not automatically disqualified from employment 

opportunities.

ii.	 Mandate the Committees on Labour, Employment and Productivity, Youth Development, 

Human Rights, and Public Service Matters to investigate the prevalence of  age-based 

recruitment restrictions in Nigeria and engage relevant stakeholders with a view to 

recommending appropriate legislative and policy reforms.

iii.	 Call on all employers, including banks, government agencies, multinational corporations 

and other private organisations, to adopt merit-based recruitment policies that prioritise 

competence, qualifications and professional skills over arbitrary age limits.

iv.	 Direct the Committees to report back to the House within eight weeks with 

recommendations for legislative measures to eliminate discriminatory age restrictions in 

employment.
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NEED TO INCORPORATE LIVING WAGE INDICATORS INTO THE 
DETERMINATION AND PERIODIC REVIEW OF THE NATIONAL MINIMUM 
WAGE

Sponsored by: Hon. Iyanu Ojuawo (Ekiti State); Hon. Adenike Akande (Osun State); Hon. John 
Akinwunmi (Oyo State); Hon. Roqeebah Yusuf (Ogun State); Hon. Boluwatife Ogungbesan (Ogun State); 
Hon. Christopher Olusa (Ondo State); Hon. Kaffo Emmanuel (Lagos State).
 

The House:

Notes that the national minimum wage is intended to provide a basic income floor and protect 

workers from unduly low remuneration;

Also notes that increases in the cost of  food, housing, transportation, healthcare, education, 

utilities and other essential needs may significantly reduce the purchasing power of  workers;

Recognising that a wage that fails to meet the basic cost of  living may contribute to increased 

poverty, social inequality and economic insecurity;

Concerned that insufficient consideration of  the actual cost of  meeting essential household 

needs may result in minimum wage that does not adequately respond to the living conditions of  

workers and their families; 

Recognises the need for a transparent and evidence-based framework through which changes in 

the cost of  living may be assessed during future minimum-wage negotiations and reviews;

Worried that the continued erosion of  workers’ purchasing power may deepen poverty, increase 

household vulnerability and contribute to labour dissatisfaction and economic insecurity;

Recognises the need for a transparent and evidence-based framework through which changes 

in the cost of  living can be assessed and considered during future minimum wage negotiations and 

reviews;
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Resolves to:

i.	 Urge the Federal Government and Federal Ministry of  Labour and Employment, in 

collaboration with the National Salaries, Incomes and Wages Commission (NSIWC) and 

relevant agencies responsible for national wage determination to develop measurable 

living wage indicators for consideration during future reviews of  the national minimum 

wage;

ii.	 Further urge that the indicators include the cost of  food and nutrition, housing, utilities, 

transportation, healthcare, education and other essential household needs; 

iii.	 Call for the periodic collection and publication of  reliable data on the cost of  living across 

the Federation, including variations between different States and Communities;

iv.	 Urge that future minimum-wage review processes clearly indicate how changes in the cost 

of  living were considered alongside productivity, employment levels, prevailing economic 

conditions and the capacity of  employers to pay; and

v.	 Mandate the House Committees on Labour, Employment and Productivity to engage 

with the Federal Ministry of  Labour and Employment and other relevant agencies on the 

development of  a transparent framework for incorporating living wage indicators into 

future minimum wage reviews and report back to the House within four (4) weeks.
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