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FEDERAL REPUBLLIC OF NIGERIA
VOTES AN.'PROCEEDlNGS

Wednesdayaf 19" July, 2023

1. The Senate met at 11:16 a.m. The President of the Senate read prayers.
2. Votes and Proceedings: | '
The Senate examined the Votes apd"' irbdeédmgs of Tuesday, 18" July, 2023,
A bEn
Question was put and the Votes dl;;d Proééedmgs were approved.

3. Message from Mr. President: ?f e doe \
The President of the Senate annbunted [that he had received a letter from Mr. President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Arm;ed ‘Fowes of the Federation, which he read as follows:

' PRESIDENT
FEDERAL, REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

Distinguished Senator Godswill é) Akpabtb 18" July, 2023

President of the Senate,
Senate Chambers,

National Assembly Complex,
Three Arms Zone, !
Abuja, i ,‘5

REQUEST FOR CONFIkMATION OF THE APPOINTMENT OF
MEMBERS OF THE CrOVERN[NG BOARD OF THE NORTH
EAST DE V}"LOPMENT COMMISSION

In accordance with Section 5 (b) OJ the Norﬂ[t Easr Development Commission Establishment Act
2017, (the Act) I write to presré nt; for. cdnﬁrmanon by the Senate, the appointment of a
Chairman, Members and Execut"' e’; Managemenr of the Board of the North East Development

Commission.

S/N NAME B iP’jO‘.SI TION REGION (State)

L. General Paul Tarfa (Rid) . Chbiirman North East (Adamawa)
{Reappointment) A

2. Hon Gambe Maikomao ‘_ ; Menber North East (Taraba)

3. Abdullahi Abbas _ L‘Me hiber North West (Kano)

4, Tsav Stephen Aondoana f 'Member North Ceniral (Benue)

5. Chief Mutiu Lawal-Are S :r.Member South West (Lagos)

é. Saruel Ifeanyi Onuigho ; : j ;‘Member South East (Abia)
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L ; N lt .«.'
7. Frank Achinike Owhor i : ;;Me nber South South (Rivers)
8. Mohammed Goni Alkali o Manqging Director North East (Borno)

(Reappointment) o
9. . Musa Yashi Sk EXe cynve Director North East (Bauchi)
(Reappointment) o qu ngnitarian Affairs
10, Ahmed Abdulsalam Yahaya - ['- :Eke cutive Director (Ops)  North East (Gombe)
11. Dr Abubakar Garba lliya Lo ;j L curz ve Director North East (Yobe)
;:Ad)[mn & Finance
SR
The Senate is invited to note that z‘wg reprpsemanves Jrom the Ministry of Finance, Budger &
National Planning will complete z‘he membershtp of the Board, as stipulated by the Act,
While hoping that the request wzll receive: the usual expeditious consideration of the Senate,
please accept, Distinguished Senate President, the assurances of my highest consideration.
SEIE N r
;" (Szgfted)
Bola Almed, Tinubu
RTINS i
4' . v B

Announcements: : o
(a) New Islamic Year: 3
The President of the Senate.congrratulated Muslims on the New Islamic Year, today

being 1* of Muharram, 1445 aﬂer Hijrah, He prayed for Allah’s gu1dance and
protection for the Natlon ;

(b) Notice of Meeting:

SENATOR OYEWUNMI, uéAMORUDEEN OLALERE

Osun West Senatorial District
‘ !
1
R 19" July, 2023
President of the Senate v

ANNOUNCEMENT

This is to inform members of the 3" Nafiorial," Assembly in the 10" Senate that there will be a
meeting immediately after plenary roday, m Room 4.08.

(Signed) L
Senator Oyewunmi, Kamorudeen Olalerg | |
[

{c) Meeting:
The President of the S
Central) as follows:

letter from Senator Abdul A. Ningi (Bauchi

July 19, 2023

The President of the Senate,
Federal Republic of Nigeria,
National Assembly Complex,
Three Arms Zone, Abuja.

Mr. President,
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Sk
This is to mform all members of tfze Aa’ Hoc Committee on East-West Road that the meeting of
the Committee s scheduled as follows ‘

Date. 19”1 July, 2023 e T i
Venue. Room 3.19 ;h b P L
Time: 2pm SLba e
(Signed) G i il
Senator Abdul A. Ningi et e

CHAIRMAN 'R e
' H‘-a-[? - !;" j
5. Petition: ' J‘
Rising on Order 40, Senator Nwokp C],unedu Munir (Delta North) drew the attention of the
Senate to a petition from Matthew, Egiaghese and Co., on behalf of Mr. Fidelis Omhonria over
the shooting of his two (2) clnidlen by men of the Natmnal Drug Law Enforcement Agency
(NDLEA), which led to the death oﬂpne. f them.

PR
|
:

He urged the Senate to look into.the. -matte'r,,

Petition laid and accordingly referred 16 rhe Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public

Petitions [Order 40(3)] to report Lwtth"n fmzr (4) weeks,

e

6. Personal Explanation: Aina il
Rising on Order 42, Senator quze D, ‘Umahl (Ebonyi South) drew the attention of the Senate
to the demise of Senator Elder Anyim Udeh (MON), who represented the people of Ebonyi
South Senatorial District in the 6" Seqaﬁe Hg stated that the remains of Senator Udeh will be
laid to rest on Friday, 28" July, 2()23 at: Akaeze Ivo Local Government Area of Ebonyi State.
He urge the Senate to observe a ':‘nmpte sﬂlence in honour of the deceased, send a delegation
to attend the burial ceremony and assist the family financially.

R LH I A
One minute silence accordingly observed zh honour of the deceased.
RSO

7. Matter of Urgent Public Importance
Rising on Orders 41 and 51, Sena;or Yar, Adua Abdulaziz Musa (Katsina Central) drew the

attention of the Senate to the Urgent Need to Investigate the Abuse of Firearms by Officers of
Nigeria Customs Service in Katsina State. .He sought and obtained the leave of the Senate to
present the matter forthwith:

The Senate:

©S) is authorized to carry firearms in the course
e service to effectively counter activities of
oldened in their attack on customs personnel in many

aware that the Nigeria Custom
of their duties. This is aimed
smugglers who have recently becg
cases using sophisticated weapoﬁ's

worried that some officers of | therNCS who should be civil and professional in their
engagements and handlmg of fxrearm,s havu "had a series of shootings of innocent citizens;

recalls that on 14" August, 2021 the fotmer Governor of Katsina State, Rt. Hon. Aminu

Bello Masari, threatened to sue the NCS over the killing of residents during border drills in

the State. During this same period, tfie"House of Representatives invited the former

Comptroller General of Customs Col. Hathid Ali (Rtd) to appear before it to explain the

circumstances leading to that unfm tuuate ncident;

disturbed by the recurring killings of: inn@:ent people by customs operatives in Katsina, the
AT BCIR®

PRTT




90

Wednesday, 19 July, 2023 No. 10

House of Representatives on 3™ February,"'2022 ordered the NCS to pay 390 million as
compensation to families of 10 v1ct1m&lthat were killed and 13 others injured in Jibia Local

Government Area of Katsina Statie Ty

further disturbed that on 13" July,‘ 2923 the Chief of Staff to the Katsina State, Governor
Alhaji Jabiru Tsauri had a narrow, e;scape {rom a harrowing assault from (NCS) officials;

worried that officers of the N'CS an a locatlon near Gorar Yammama highway shot
indiscriminately at the vehicle con\'ﬁylg]g the Chief of Staff to the governor with other aides

and close family members;

concerned that officials of the NCS are yet to apprehend or arrest the erring officers or bring
them to book for the unfortunate 1nc1dent
| i 1 i 1 . ( l

State Commissioner for Local GoQé}nment ancl Chieftaincy Affairs, Alhaji Umar Gwajo-Gwajo
while driving from Daura to Mia'ladua Lon@al Government Area of Katsina State; and

J I l'; :2"‘1‘; i
worried that the inability to checkmate, tIm@rM(;urrmg abuse of firearms by officials of the NCS
might lead o loss of innocent lives Hlld,‘pOAS,Slbly reprisal aftacks by angered civilians.

I H

Accordingly resolves to: - e
(@) condemn the indiscriminate IShQOtmg by officers of the Nigeria Customs Service on

13" July, 2023 in Katsing, Stata, s

i

(if) urge the Nigeria Customs‘” Servwe;to fish out the erring officers and investigate the
incident that led the Cus-tbms =0,peratives to open fire on unarmed civilians; and

il I

(iif)y  urge the Nigeria Customb Sequé to improve on the training of its personnel in

‘d1sc1pl1ne when dealing with Nigerian citizens.

Debate:

Proposed Resolution (i): I in
Question: That the Senate do condemn the! indiscriminate shooting by officers of the Nigeria
Customs Service on 13th July 2023 in Katina State — Agreed to.

Proposed Resolution (ii): : ‘ o
Question: That the Senate do urgé the ng,eria Customs Service to fish out the erring officers
and investigate the incident that led the Cubtoms operatives to open fire on unarmed civilians

— Agreed to.

Proposed Resolution (iii):
Question: That the Senate do urge ﬂl
its personnel in handling of flrea‘rm
citizens — Agreed to.

geria Customs Service to improve on the training of

Insert Additional Proposed Resd‘
‘That the Senate do constltute

Elisha Cliff — Adamawa Nmm)'
byt
Question that the amendment be'made,'pwt;"-nnd agreed fo.

i
i
d
1
|
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Resolved. \ |< W
That the Senate do: I
(D) condemn the 1nd1scr1m1n§1|ie”sh90;mg by officers of the Nigeria Customs Service on

13 July, 2023 in Katsing State; ¢

(iD) urge the Nigeria Customs )Ser cgwto fish out the erring officers and 1nvest1gate the
incident that led the Custpmﬁ oper@tlves to open fire on unarmed civilians;

3 g

(i)  urge the Nigeria Custom@ Seryice fo improve on the training of its personnel in
handling of firearms, especxally ﬁre discipline when dealing with Nigerian citizens;
and SRR A

e L

(fv) constitute an Ad-hoc Com,mlttee (to hohstxcally investigate incessant shooting of
Nigerians by Customs persoxmel across Nigeria’s border Communities and investigate
other unwholsome acts by the ngena Customs Service (S/Res/025/01/23).

] ‘\ " ‘

Committee to investigate the abuse of f1reqrms by officials of the Nigeria Customs Serwce as

follows: el T
(i) Sen. Fadahunsi Ade;mgb Francis Chairman
(i) Sen. Isa Shuaibu‘Lau: | Lo Member
(fti)  Sen. Abdulrraham@n IQ@W Member
(iv) Sen. Nwoye Tonyf re Member
{v) Sen. Sulaiman Umar S : Member
(vi) Sen. Sampson Akpan Ekong Member
(viiy  Sen. Olajide Ip1nsiag1b.a Emmanue Member
(viti)  Sen. Muhammed Dandutse, Muntari Member
(ix) Sen. Yar’adua Abdulaziz Musa Member
(x) ‘Sen, Napoleon Binkap| Bal; Member
{xi) Sen. Olamllekan IA,d&:p El S@ otron Member
NS
8. Motions: ;i ‘t"’ o

(@) Cellapse of Road Infrastrucfure in thena
Motion made: That the“Senate observes the near collapse of the entire road

infrastructure in N1ge11a,] e

I ]t )
concerned that so many Federal Roads are in a very deplorable conditions that hardly
any part of the country can boast of a motorable road;
aware that some of these Federé_xl Roads have been awarded for either construction or
rehabilitation only to begdbandened: by the contractors after moving to site;

en spent on road construction and rehabilitation
o Nigeria in 1999 with minimal impact on our

observes that trillions of
in Nigeria since democ
roads;

also observes that the ceildpse®ofthe road infrastructure has virtually cut off many
parts of Nigeria, with its attendant negative impact on trade and commerce;
iy o -
Jurther observes that the- éoilapse -has led to a decline in agricultural activities,
adversely affecting the mbvement of agricultural produce from rural areas and across
the country, resulting in; g shde In the country's agricultural output and economy

-----

especially now that the cohntfy nééds to diversify its economy; and

notes with sadness concomltant loss of lives as a result of the bad state of the roads,
as evidenced by the chillmg* sia’nstms reeled out by the Federal Road Safety
Commission which is a prlbe tao ]1@1’1 and too prohibitive to pay.
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Accordingly resolves to:,:- 1 o g 5
Constitute an Adhoc Commlttee ﬁ:@ -gome up with a compendium of all the affected
Federal Roads and erosmm SltP.?z across the country either awarded but abandoned by
contractors or have not been, awarded at all, to be forwarded to the Executive Arm for
urgent intervention (Senator Barau [ Jibrin - Kano North).
S hegbrag s
Debate: el D Ty
£ n.“l o
Proposed Resolution: 7. .ii¢ a0y
Question: That the Senate do set .up an Adhoc Committee to come up with a
compendium of all the affected Federal Roads and erosion sites across the country
either awarded but abandoned by contractors or have not been awarded at all, to be
forwarded to the Executwe Arm of Government for urgent intervention — Agreed to,

Additional Proposed Rese}ptligms.

Insert Additional Proposed R;solupon as follows:

“(i) That the Senate do encourdge other sources of funding roads development in
the country vis q vis: o
(a) concession;,;: and| P
(b) capital market

i el 1

Insert Additional Proposgd Resml},}tlon as follows:

(if) That the Senate’ do! conilmend the Administration of President Muhammadu
Buhari for fmdmg ﬁ prnatlve funding arrangements to fund Road
Infrastructure in =j-tha,, untxy The alternative funding arrangement are as

nqror Anmed Wadada Aliyu — Nasarawa West)

follows: IS

(a) SUKUK: iheye over 1200 billion is raised annually;

(b) Presidential §mt1at1ve on Infrastructure Development where the
Sovelgn W,ef,a tht kunds are vsed,;

{c) Nigerian National .Peltroleum Company Limited (NNPCL)/Tax Credit;

and Lt A
(d) Ceniral Baqkaigerla (CBN) Intervention etc., (Senator Muhammad
Adamu Ai;ero% Katsina Central)
m : 2iln
Question that the Amendmen[ -be made put and agreed to.

Resolved:
That the Senate do: ,
(i) constitute an Ad

hoc lCt‘Jm‘rmttee to come up with a compendium of all the
! rosion sites across the country either awarded but

have not been awarded at all, to be forwarded to

fiment for urgent intervention;

|

 other sources of funding roads development in

(if)

the country vis &
(a) concessmn an&”

!| Eg"

(iii) That the Senate 'dg nend the Administration of President Muhammadu
Buhari for fmdmg alt(.matlve funding arrangements to fund Road
Infrastructure in tl]e country The alternative funding arrangement are as

follows: el m :

(a) SUKUK iwhegé over #4200 billion is raised annually;

{b) Presidential Imnatwe on Infrastructure Development where the
Soverexgu Wéafth Funds are used;

(©)

i
ki
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(d)  Central Bankl ( ’g@;;a (CBN) Intervention etc., (S/Res/026/01/23).
R |'|| HE

The President of the Senate announced the following Senators as members of the Adhoc
Committee on Road Infrastructure as follows

(i) Sen. Abdullahi Yahe A P Chairman
(i) Sen. Ndubueze Chiwuba:] Patrlck Member
(@) Sen. Adetokunbp, Abit Mn_khall Member
(iv) Sen. Tambuwal; [Wgznr: Alhinu Member
(v) Sen. Ohere, Abupakar|Sadiku Member
(viy  Sen. Asuquo, Ekﬂpen@(qggw Member
(viiy  Sen. Hussaini, Babangida Uba Member
(viiiy ~ Sen. Aliero, Adamu Mohammed Member
(ix) Sen, Binus D. Yaroe . Member
(x)  Sen. Saliu Mustaphaj Vo Member
(xiy  Sen. Victor C. Urn(;h{ ol Member

N r b

'.!.{: U‘
By the Leave of the Senate, all rpaa(s gnd erosion menace requests are recommended to be
forwarded to the Adhoc Commitiee, fog ]gonsrderarzon

(b)

Age Requirement Precondition Jor employment in Nigeria: Urgent Need for
Intervgnhan i j.. Tl gl
Motion made: That the Seqa,te nofes:the public uproar over the unabated violation of
Chapter 4, Section 42 (2) of thie, Cpll$t1tllt10n of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999
(as amended), which : guarantees _every citizen the rights to freedom from
discrimination; ¥

cognizance that the Blacl‘ﬁ1 )
a differential treatmenty ngectal i':?‘ failure to treat all persons equally when no
reasonable distinction cm{_be four ‘,,etween those favoured and those not favoured,
while the International Labg ;1 ganisation defines employment discrimination in
economic terms, as a viplaljbi;of human right that entails a waste of human talents
with demmental effects; 0n, Qroducnwty and economic growth, and generates socio-
economic inequalities that undermme social cohesion and solidarity and act as a brake
on the reduction of poverty;

E AR RN
pathetic that a graduate“m NILgerfa who could not get a job upon graduatlon and
decided to go back to schogl wath the hope that a higher qualification, vis-a-vis a
second or Masters Degree could glve him a bettet employment opportunity is thrown
into a career paradox when upoi completion of his Masters Degree he comes out to
find that he is now above the dge of employment and therefore not employable by the
sole reason of his age; . .+ .

iy can serve in the National Youth Service Corps
lly employed thereafter on the fact that he/she
agrant breach of his or her fundamental human

rights; and

cribed in the foregone presents the predicament
quisite qualification, knowledge, skills and is
uded on the sole and unjustifiable ground that
n of his/her birth and this sad situation has led
[ way out to falsify their age to remain within
igerian Civil Service, and of course all other

notes further that the cir
of the Nigerian youth
ready to work but disqu
he/she is above the age
many to commit age fra
the age limit of employ
employer of labour in t

Accordingly resolves tos
(£) urge the Federa]. M isgr;y of Labour, Employment and Productivity to

1mmed1ate1y draw ™ up Poticies that relate to equality of opportunity and
treatment in access’ ;0;emp|i0yment at all levels; and
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(c)

(d)

(e)

)

) also urge the Fedarql Mlmstry of Labour, Employment and Productivity, and
other relevant A gempgs e, prohibit and discourage public and private
employers in ngerlpl, from ‘putting up job adverts with inherent undertone
calculated to deprlve- apyqualified Nigerian of being gainfully employed
merely by reason gf mls/her age (Senator Moro, Abba Patrick — Benue

South). |\ SR B

Debate: BT

Lt e i
Proposed Resolution (i): | ... .
Question: That the Senate do urge the Federal Ministry of Labour, Employment and
Productmty to, 1mmed1ately drdw up policies that relate to equality of opportunity and
treatment in access to emplqymeqt at all levels — Agreed to.

i o
Proposed Resolution (ii):, '. »(, ;;-‘_J'--'
Question. That the Senate do also urge the Federal Ministry of Labour, Employment
and Productivity, and other;irelevam Agencies to prohibit and discourage public and
private employers in Nigeria, from putting up job adverts with inherent undertone
calculated to deprive any quajified Nigerian of being gainfully employed merely by
reason of his/her age —jNegtheaL: :

Additional Proposed Resgl 1o
Insert Additional Propoged' Bésq\ i
“That the Senate do urge;the F
of the Head of the C1v1l/!S,e Vige '«
Guidelines for Appomtment” P10m0t10n and Discipline with a view to removing
impediments and restrlctf;loms o1, account of age” (Senator Yahaya A. Abdullahi ~

Kebbi North).

,n as follows:

Question that the amendmenr be made put and agreed fo.
AL m’ o

Resolved: NN
That the Senate do: “ SR LR
(i) urge the Federal Mlmalry of Labour, Employment and Productivity to,

1mmed1ately draw 1P ﬂpg)lrxmes that relate to equality of opportunity and
treatment in access to empioyment at all levels; and
3 xl"' 3’. REWIEY
(ii) urge the Federal' le Servmce Commission (FCSC) and the Office of the Head
of the Civil Serv1ce of qle Federation (OHCSF) to revise the extant Guidelines

for Appointment, . Promotlon and Discipline with a view to removing
direstri -on account of age (S/Res/027/01/23).

Manufacturers in the ongoing National Mass
Government:
Consideration of Motimf another Legislative Day.
Need to Halt the Proposed Increase in Electricity Tariff by the Eleven (11) Successor
Electricity Distribution C}omplames. ¥Discos"” who have filed an application for Rate
Review with the Nigerian Elecmczty Regulatory Commission:
i g
Consideration of Monon iefer red o another Legislative Day.
i |. th
Need to Revive and Revamp E[nugu Coal Mines:

L [y
Consideration of Motzon a’ef@; i‘ed to,:another Legislative Day.,
W
Need to Investigate the I] egsam!&nd Nefarious acts of Crude Oil Thefis in the Niger

AN ERE
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Delta and its Actors:

Consideration of Motion deferred to another Legislative Day.

9. Adjournment: Lo
Motion made: That the Senate do now adjourn till Thursday, 20% July, 2023 at 11.00 a.m.

(Senate Leader).
Adjourned accordingly at 1:53 pm
Godswill Obot Akpabio, CON

President,
Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.







