10TH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

FIRST SESSION A el
No. 12 |
103

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

Tuesday, 25% July, 2023

1. The Senate met at 11:28 a.m. The President of the Senate read prayers,

2. Votes and Proceedings: _ o
The Senate examined the Votesiand Proceedings of Thursday, 20 July, 2023,

Question was put and the Voteséand Proceedings were approved.
Fae by
3. Announcements: ST
(a) Birthday Anniversary:§ ... ., . e
The President of the Senate read 4 letter from Senator Bamidele M, Opeyemi (Ekiti
Central) as follows: '

. SENATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC.OF NIGERTA
T A s

July 25, 2023
The President of the Senate,

National Assembly Complex,
Three Arms Zone,

Abuja.
Mr. President, .

60" Year Bzrﬂzdav Anniversary

This is to invite Distinguished Séfi;'zarolrs'r:é my 60" Year Birthday Anniversary and Book Launch
at Yar'Adua Centre, Central Bz{sim;ﬁﬁA rea at 1:00 p.m. today.

Please endeavour to attend.

R Y

(Signed) i P
Senator Bamidele M. Opeyemi; L
Senate Leader e i:
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{(h) Meeting: b o
The President of the Senate redd a letter from Senator Elisha C. Ishaky (Adamawa
North) as follows: R »
ST e ﬁ?
e -
.
- SENATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
July 25, 2023 |
The President of the Senate, ; ey £
National Assembly Complex, = "' "
Three Arms Zone,
Abuja. o
JER LD
Mr. President, : '
MEETING
SN T
This is to inform Distinguished S :_fér&’?fz&zrcfé meeting of Northen Senators Forum is scheduled
as follows: I
Jororar
Date: Tuesday, 25™ Jily, 2033 ¢
Venue: Senate Hearing Room™, '
Time: Immediately after plenary i .
iy orales oo
Please endeavor to attend. Glos
airooms
(Signed)
Senator Elisha C. Ishaku
Interim Secretary
4. Executive Communication: T
Confirmation of the Nomination for Appointment as Members of the Board of the North East
Development Commission:
Consideration of the Request deferred to the next Legislative Day,
5. Privilege ;

Rising on Order 10 of the Senate Standing Orders, 2022 (as amended), Senator Solomon
Adeola Olamilekan drew the atténtion of the Senate to an interview that was aired on Channels
Television in which a Distinguished Senator asserted that members of the 9% National
Assembly removed office equipiment from their offices at the end of their tenure in June, 2023.
Senator Olamilekan stated that it.is usually the-practice in the National Assembly that at the end
of the tenure, the Management of the National Assembly notifies members that they had an
option to purchase the equipment in their offices which would have depreciated in value in the
last four years. The members, cither elect to pay direcily for the equipment or have the cost
deducted from their severance allowance before they were allowed to remove them from the
offices. He thus viewed the assertions of the Distinguished Senator in the interview as a
breachi of his privilege and that of the Senate. He therefore urged the Senate to mandate the
Distinguished Senator concerned to apelogise to the Senate over the erroneous impressions
created by the assertions he made in the interview.

By the Leave of the Senate, Senator Adams A. Oshiomole (Edo North) duly apologised to the
Senate in order to resolve the issue.
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CETINED rhu
Matter of Urgent Public Importance;. .,
Rising on Orders 41 and 51, of the Senate Standing Orders, 2022 (as amended) Senator Olalere
Kamorudeen Oyewumi (Osun West)-drew the attention of the Senate to the “Urgent Need to
Intervene in the Devastating Figoding Igcident in Ikire, Apomu and Gbongan Areas of Osun

State”. He sought and obtained dhe l,g-a;.(g:\;g‘_fit;ﬁe Senate to present the matter forthwith:

The Senate:

File s fo
notes that, the forecast of NIMETl-p;jgdi.p;t@d;;t;hat the level of rainfall in 2023 will be greater
than that of 2022 and that over 1801ocal Government Areas in 32 States (including Osun statg)

fall within the high flood risk; i), Cbripoe i

also notes that in the last 20 ye‘;_ztré,_ the Tkire-Apomu and Gbongan communities have never
experienced these kind of erosipn (that, ravaged the communities, due to a heavy rainfall
between Friday 21* and Saturday 22/ July,:2023;

eRI R g
Jurther notes that Ibadan-Ife Express road passes through Ikoyi-Apomu-Ikire and Gbongan
towns. The tributaries of many sireapms fromithese towns, enters the Osun River at Asejire dam
thereby making the area marshg; ;anc;i;iwa;t_é;;rl_pgged always;
aware that the said Ibadan-Ife f:E;Ep;_:g.éss. road reconstruction has been awarded to KOPEK
Construction Company since 2019 However, the speed of work on the road is not
encouraging; Borddvcnn i

LS T SR
concerned that, the heavy flood in these towns has destroyed properties worth several millions
of Naira, many households have been displaced and motorists along the road were stranded
for a whole day; and I‘ '
further concerned that, if the spate of this flooding is not immediately checked, when the
rainfall really starts in Septem;bgar-QQUN@_@@ber this year, it could lead to unimaginable
damages, to lives and properties; The road which is the 2nd busiest road in South West Nigeria
(after Lagos-Ibadan road) may also:become impassable.

Accordingly resolves to: b

(D) -urge the Federal Ministry of Works and Housing to immediately direct the contractor
handling Tbadan-Ife road to, as a matter of urgency, proceed to the portion affected by
the flood at Ikire to avert further damages and allow free flow of traffic;

“deral Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA) to

(i) urge the Ecology Fund Offige afid Fed
Other affected areas in Ikire, Ikoyi, Apomu and

equally assist in the chaii
Gbongan communities: a

(iif) further urge the Nation = Management Agency (NEMA) to quickly send
relief materials to the affe in Ikire, Apomu, Ikoyi and Gbogan, all in Osun
West Senatorial District of Osuil Stafe.

Debate:

Proposed Resolution (i), . - i
Question: That the Senate dd [rg€ e Federal Ministry of Works and Housing to
immediately direct the contracior hand!ling Ibadan-Ife road to, as a matter of urgency,
proceed to the portion affected by, the flood at Ikire to avert further damages and allow

free flow of traffic — Agfeed




Tuesday,] 25*’5.] uly, 2023 No. 12

106
: e Ecology Fund Office and Federal Roads
Mamtenance Agency (F%RM]A éqt!d"lly assist in the channelization of other affected
areas in Ikire, Ikoyi, Apomu and Cbongan communities — Agreed to.
Proposed Resolution (m :
Question: That the Sen t’e’ 'él_d 2 tl}e National Emergency Management Agency
(NEMA) to qurckly seng reli__é matefral‘s to the affected victims in Ikire, Apomu, Ikoyi
and Gbongan, all in Osu ebt Senatorlal District of Osun State — Agreed to.
Resolved:
That the Senate do: & B
(i) urge the Federa] Mm:stry of Works and Housing to immediately direct the
contractor handlit’ ibdan- Ife'road to, as a matter of urgency, proceed to the
portion affecte 1e ﬂo at Tkire to avert further damages and allow free
flow of traffic; * FEGTEs
13 i Zlnd weth
(if) urge the Ecolq_‘y"Fund'Offrce and Federal Roads Maintenance Agency
(FERMA) to eé[__\, s"'"%t int the channehzatron of other affected areas in
Ikire, Ikoyi, Apo
{iify  urge the Nation _
relief materials affected victims in Ikire, Apomu, Tkoyi and Gbongan,
~allin Osun We al Drstrlct of Osun State (S/Res/032/01/23).
7. Motions:

(a)

Need to Halt the Propos'ed Incréase in Electricity Tariff by Eleven Successor
Electricity Distribution 'Compame' ;(D‘zscas)

Motion made: That the'Sendé' obdéives that the eleven (11) successor electricity
distribution companies ("blscos "*have filed an application for rate review with the
Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Conimission (NERC). The request for rate review is
premised on the need to: mc,orpordte ¢Hanges in macroeconomic parameters and other
factors affecting the quallty of ’servgoe bperatrons and sustainability of the companies;
also observes that the Csornmm il line with its mandate has requested the general
public for comments on thé fafe révicw’ dpplications by the distribution licensees; while
advising interested stakeholders to reviéw and take into consideration the excerpts of
the Rate Review Apphcatrous filed wrth the Commission by the respective licensees;

ectricity Regulatory Commission (NERC)
of the powers conferred by the Electricity Act
d to conduct a Rate Case Hearing on the

aware that as part
rule-making process an
2023, the Commissio
applications prior to m

.egulatory Commission (NERC) had through its

also aware that Nigeri _
20th July, 2023, deadline for comment by

official website publrshed a
stakeholders;

worried that within the la-“»t IO YEHrS; b1lhorls of naira were spent by Senators across
Nigeria in the procurement and, instaliation of transformers through various Zonal

Intervention Projects (ZLPS) as & 1esu1t of request in Senators’ various Constituencies;

also worried that wheu these‘transformers are supplied and installed they become
registered propertics of the Difeos @ prlvately owned enterprise); while sadly same
Discos have consistent! y re’fused to-energize such transformers on the ground that
affected communities havelta) pay-inillions of naira arrears of bills for electricity never
consumed while keeping: theaffectéd tonsumer in perpetual darkness;
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concerned that the serwces qf the 1 _d,tscos are currently bedeviled with total failure,
occasioned by prolonged blackout due to lack of provision of relevant infrastructure
like transformers, elecrici ;,;pptltes, ;poor d1str1but1or1 network compounded with

unjustifiable estimated tgtl ;

also concerned that desplte repeated prev1ous increase in the multivear tariff with
assurances of improved : SEI‘VICEI dehvel ¥y by the DISCOS no commensurate 1mprovement
has been made by any gf 11 ,

previous increment; and---

further concerned that tjjl@ul e it

- proposed increde. will\sigrificantly impact the affordability of electricity for
the average Niggsians further gxacerbating the financial burdens being faced
by households and businesses;

BRI SO ol

- less than one Weetq Hmleframe window provided by Nigerian Electricity
Regulatory Conarmsswn {NERC) for comments from all relevant stakeholders
is too small for :any. ,edmng,ﬁll engagement;

5_," " ede industrial growth, job creation, and overall
This will have adverse effects on the nation's drive
elo 'ment and poverty reduction; and

- high electricity fariff
economic develepm
towards sustamable [

- it is essential to addrees the .ssues of inadequate power supply, metering, and
quality of servige provided, by the Discos, hence Customers should not be
made to bear the brunt of inefficiencies in the power sector.

Accordingly resolves rolr" 4

(i) urge the Federan' I

( r ment of Nigeria to intervene and halt the proposed
increase in electr I zty tark

iff by the Distribution Companies (Discos);

(i) urge Nigerian Elec'tri'e:ity'Regulatory Commission (NERC) to decentralize the
proposed engagement, with stakeholders scheduled for only Abuja to the Six
Geopolitical Zones of the Federation for effective participation by all;

(ifi) also urge NERC to thoroughiy look into the rate review applications filed by
the Discos, takmg into consideration the interests of citizens, affordability, and

the need for 11npr0ved service delivery;

alternative measures to address the financial
8, such as improving operational efficiency,
cial losses, and enhancing revenue collection

(iv)  further urge NI

reducing technic
mechanisms;

) equally urge the Dlscos to henceforth discontinue estimated billing and make
available to all eiectrlctty consumers prepaid meters; and -

(vi) mandate the Comm1ttee () Power (when constituted) to engage with the
Federal Ministey: of:Poivet; NERC, and other stakeholders to find lasting

solutions to the ehallenges facmg the Nigerian Electricity Sector, including the
need for comprehenswe sectOJ reforms (Senator Akintunde, Yunus Abiodun —

Oyo Central),




108

No, 12

Debate: 'f ol

Ledsres i,
Proposed Resolution (ij: . ,
Question. That the Senaif,a do the Federal Government of Nigeria to intervene and halt
the proposed increase in glectricity tariff by the Distribution Companies (Discos) —
Agreed t0. s eviiie o

MR ] a 1
S AL i o

Proposed Resolution (if): v
Question. That the Se;;gatel do urge Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission
(NERC) to decentralize the proposediengagement with stakeholders scheduled for only
Abuja to the Six Geopolitical Zgnes ¢fthe Federation for effective participation by all

— Agreed to. i

sinelan v
Froposed Resolution (iii):
Question: That the Senate do urge NERC to thoroughly look into the rate review
applications filed by tht?; Discos, taking into consideration the interests of citizens,
affordability, and the need for improved service delivery — Agreed to.
Bl S0 b
Proposed Resolution (i ,‘_F): I
Question: That the Sendte.da, further urge NERC to explore alternative measures to
address the financial challenges. fa_giéci; by the Discos, such as improving operational
efficiency, reducing teghnigal- a;jgi; commercial losses, and enhancing revenue
collection mechanisms - Agreed to.

hi b

£l
nmoly

irnanhny

Proposed Resolution (v) s

Question: That the Senate-.do.equally urge the Discos to henceforth discontinue
estimated bilting and mﬂike available to all electricity consumers prepaid meters; —
Agreed to, dh e e : :

g e 1
Proposed Resolution (vi)y | & . ...
Question: That the Sena@ﬁe do mandate the Committee on Power (when constituted) to
engage with the Federal Ministry. of Power, NERC, and other stakeholders to find
lasting solutions to the challenges faging the Nigerian Electricity Sector, including the
need for comprehensivqu sector:reforms — Agreed to,

Resolved.

That the Senate do: :

() call on the Fede!{f‘_‘al Government of Nigeria to intervene and halt the proposed
increase in eleciricity tariff by the Distribution Companies (Discos);

(i) urge Nigerian l*];?c_iricjty ﬁégulatory Commission (NERC) to decentralize the
proposed engaggment with. stakeholders scheduled for only Abuja to the Six
Geopolitical Zojies of the Federation for effective participation by all;

(i) also urge NER(gftd;'thQrOLélghly look into the rate review applications filed by
the Discos, takirig ihto"con;é,:ideration the interests of citizens, affordability, and
the need for improved setvice delivery;

(iv) further urge NE;_RG‘ to explore alternative measures to address the financial
challenges facedl by the Discos, such as improving operational efficiency,
reducing techni¢al and commercial losses, and enhancing revenue collection
mechanisms; oo

v) equally urge the QDisco's to. henceforth discontinue estimated billing and make
available to all lectricity;consumers prepaid meters;

i I
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{vi) mandate the Committee on Power (when constituted) to engage with the
Federal Ministry of Power, NERC, and other stakeholders to find lasting
solutions to the challenges facing the Nigerian Electricity Sector, including the
need for comprehensive sector reforms (S/Res/033/01/23).

(b Need to Investigate thé Incessant and Nefarious Acts of Crude Oil Thefis in the
Niger Delta and the Actors:

A S
Consideration of Motion deferred to another Legislative Day.

(c) Urgent Need to Lift the Restriction Order placed on Supply of Fuel to Border
Communities:

Consideration of Motion deferred 1o another Legislative Day.
Adjournment: _
Motion made: That the Senate do now adjourn till Wednesday, 26" July, 2023 at 10.00 a.m.
(Deputy Chief Whip).

Adjourned accordingly at 1:13 pm

Godswill Obot Akpabio, CON
L President,
: - Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.




