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SENATE OF THE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERTA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
Wédﬁeséay, 9™ June, 2021

i. The Senate met at 10:53 a.m. The President of the Senate read prayers.

2. Votes and Proceedings: _ ]
The Sermte examined the Votes and Proceedings of Teesday, 8% June, 2021.

Question was pui and the Votes and Proceedings were approved.

3. Annonnpcement: )
Meeting of Northern Senators:

The President of the Senate read a letter from Senator Mubammad A. Adamu — (Xebbi Cenrral)
as follows:

NORTHERN SENATORS’ FORUM

9t Fune, 20271
His Excellency '

The President of the Senate
Senate Chamber

National Assembly Complex
Abuja

Dear Mr. President,
MEETING OF NORTHERN SENATORS

There will be a meeting of Northern Senators’ Forum today being 9* June, 2021, Venye:
Hearing Room 1, White House. Atrendance is very imporiant and all members are urged to

attend please,
(Signed)
Senator M.A. Aliero
4, Petitions:
{a) Rising on Order 41, Senator Ezenwa F. Onyewuchi (Tmo East) drew the attention of the
Senate fo two (2) petitions from his constituents as follows:
(i) Mr. Tobechi Chigbu against the Nigerian Army, over alleged murder of Mr.

Noel Ezeribe Chigbu; and
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(i)

Ihediohanma F. Akponye & Co., on behalf of Mrs, Jjeoma Unachukwu, over

alleged shooting and gruesome killing of Mr. Oguchi Unachukwu by the
Nigerian Air Force men.

Ee urged the Senate to-look into the matiers.

Peritions laid and accordingly referred to the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and
Public Petitions [Order 41(3)] to report within four (4) weeks.

{b) Rising on Ozder 41, Semator Patrick A. Akinvelure (Ondeo Central) drew the attention

of the Senate fo five (5) petitions received from the Office of the President of the Senate
as follows:

(i)

(i)

{ifi)

(i)

v)

Rex Onyekachi Uzoegbu, Esq., against the Presidential Amnesty Programme,
over alleged criminal intirnidation, breach of trust, treachery and cruelty;

Tolu Babaleye, Esq., against the Management of National Centre for Women

Development, over alleged refusal to pay for coniract executed upon
satisfactory completion;

Edwin Olorunfemi, against the Office of the Head of Civil Service of the
Federarion (OHCSF), over selection and process of appoinmment of the
Permanent Secretaries;

Adolphus Tosanwumi and 2 others, against the Pipelines and Products
Marketing Company (PPMC), over alleged unresolved PPMC abandonment of
its responsibility; and

Douglas B. Stephen, against the Management of Port Harcourt Refinery, over
alleged non-payment of compensation in respect of Mr. Ben Stephen Udoka;

He urged the Senate to look into the matiers.

. Petitions laid and accordingly referred to the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and
Public Petitions [Order 41(3)] to report within four (4) weeks.

()" Rising on Order 41, Senator Gershom H. Bassey (Cross River South) drew the atiention
of the Senate to two {2) petitions from his Constituents as follows:

{i}

(i)

Etim Asuquc Okon, agaisst the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC), over
alleged unpaid outstanding salary arrears {rom 2012-2017; and

Ita Essien & Associates, against Nigeria Agip Oil Company (NAOC) over the
alleged death of Corlinius Rapheal and Wisdom Rapheal Chidima Wole.

He urged the Senate to look into the matiers.

Petiions laid and accordingly referred to the Commiitee on Ethics, Privileges and
Public Petitions [Order 41(3)] to repori within four (4} weeks.

5. Presentation of Bills:
{i) Hazrmonized Retirement Age for Teachers in Nigeria Bill, 2021 (SB. 743) — Read the
First Time.

(ii) Penal Code (Northern Nigeria) Act Cap P3 LEN 2004 (Amendment) Bill, 2021 (SB.
740) — Read the First Time.
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(iif) Chartered Institute of Blectrical and Blectronic Engineering of Nigeria {Establishvent)
Bill, 2021 (SB. 741) — Read the First Time.

fiv) Federal University of Agriculture, Akure (Establishment) Bil, 2021 (SB. 744 — Read
the First Time.

v} Federal High Court Act (Amendment) Bill, 2021 (SB. 745) — Read the First Time.

Executive Communication:

Confirmation of the Nomingiions of the following persons for Appaointment as Commissioners
of the Independent National Electoral Commission {INEC): '

Motion made: That the Senaie do consider the request of Mr. President, Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces of the Federation on the confirmation of the nominations of the following

persons for appointment as Commissioners of the Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC): ‘

No. Name Designation State/Zone

1. Prof. Muhammad Sani Kaliah Commissioner Katsina

2. Lauretta Onochie Commissioner Delta

3. Prof. Kunie Comelius Ajayi Commissioner Ekiti

4, Saidu Babura Ahmiad, mni Commissioner Jigawa

3. Prof. Sani Muhasmmmad Adam Commissioner North-Ceniral
6. Dr1. Baba Bilg Comupnissioner North-East

(Senaior Yahaya A. Abdullahi — Kebbi North),

Question put and agreed fo.

Request accordingly referred to the Committee on Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) to report within two (2) weeks.

Special Session to mark the Second Year Anniversary of the 9 Senate:

Morion mode: That the Senate do begin the Special Session to mark the Second Year
Anniversary of the 9th Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Senator Yahaya A. Abdullahi
— Kebbi North).

Cuestion put and agreed to.

Remarks by the President of the Senate:

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, AHMAD IBRAHIM LAWAN FPR.D;
CON, ON THE OCCASION OF THE SPECIAL SESSION ON THE SECOND
ANNIVERSARY OF THE NINTH SENATE ON WEDNESDAY JUNE 9TH, 2021.

1 Distinguished Colleagues, this will be the last plenary session that we will hold in the
Jirst half of the life of this Ninth Assembly of the Senate. On Friday June 11, we will be
marking the second anniversary of our inguguration in this hailowed chamber.

2. However, the main goal of this review is to Spur us 1o gird our loins afresh and
rededicate ourselves to our legisiative funciions and become more effective in our
interventions. Our coumry counts on institutions such as this Augusi Assembly of
accomplished Nigerians and leaders of varied experiences to guide it through this
critical period in its history.
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At the outset of our journey, we kad developed a comprehensive Legislaiive Agenda io

guide us in the pursuit of our constiturional mandates of lawmaking, represeniation and
oversight.

Distinguished Colleagues, we would recall that the Agenda was developed against the
backdrop of an underperforming economy, Security challenges, unemployment and a
myriad of other socio-economic problems. The thrust of the Agenda was therefore to
contribute solutions to those and other challenges and restore the hope of Nigerians in
their country, and their confidence in the democratic institutions.

The key focus areas of the Agenda are the economy, securily, constitution amendment,
anti-corruption legislation, judiciary reform, electoral reforms, and socio-economiic
development through poverty alleviation, jobs creation, education and healthcare.
Permit me, therefore, to examine some of the interventions we have made in those areas.

Lawmaking

6.

The primary responsibility of Parliament is to make laws for the good governance of the
country. That is also the priority of our Agenda. The Senate passed hundred of bills,
legislarion, including confirmation of appointments for Executive boards and MDAs.

About 742 Bills were introduced during the twe sessions of the Assembly, out of which
58 have been passed. 355 Bills have gone through first reading, 175 have gone through
second reading and have been referred to the relevant commiitees for further legislative
business, while 11 Bills referred by the House of Representatives for concurrence have
also been passed. The Bills cut across all the sectors and touch most areas of needs in
the lives of our citizens.

Economy

8.

10.

i1

12.

13.

As I said earlier, we agreed in our Agenda to focus on some key areas, including the
ecomomy. One of our most significant interventions in this sector is the restoration of the
national annual budget to the January to December cycle. This measure has made the
narion's fiscal plans more predictable and boosted the confidence of local and foreign
investors in our economy. It is noteworthy that for the first ime under the Fourth
Republic, the budger achieved 100 per cent implementation level last year.

The restoration was achieved in partnership with the House of Representatives and with
the cooperasion and commitment of the Executive Arm. And it signaled the possibitities
in our country when all stakeholders are working together.

Also noteworthy is the passage of the Deep Off-Shore and Inland Basin Production
Sharing Contracts Act CAP D3 LFN 2004 (Amendment Bill, 2009). We passed this very
important law fo increase Nigeria's share of revenie from its crude oil.

Other laws thar we passed that are having significant impacis on the economy include
the Finance Bill 2019 (Nigeria Tax and Fiscal Law) (SB.1 40), which amended seven
exising 1ax laws. :

In our Legislative Agenda, we had also promised to create a legal environment
conducive for ease of doing business. We kept this promise by passing the Companies
and Allied Marters Act, Cap C20 LFN 2004 (Repeal and Reenactment) Bill 2019
(SB.270).

We also promised to break the jinx on the Petroleum Indusiry Bill (PIB) and we are on
the verge of doing this by finally passing the Bill this month after abour 20 years of failed
aitempis.
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Security

14

15.

Security challenges are currently pushing our couniry ro the edge of the precipice.
Insurgency, banditry, kidnapping and attacks on public facilities are eecurring daily in
Thany paris of the country with our security forees stretched almost to their elastic Hmir.

To address these challen es, we passed several resolutions as part of our legisiarive
g 14 D /l g

interventions and kept engaging with the Executive in order io achieve the desired
ouicome.

Constitution Amendment

16. Review of the 1999 comsiitution as amended is one of the imporiant items of our
Legislative Agenda.

7. In this respect our Commitiee on Review of the Constitution has just concluded Public
Hearings in six Geo-Polirical Zones of the Country from which the Commitiee collected
memoranda from Nigerians and listened to their views. The zonal hearings were
Joltowed by a nationai public hearing in Abuja last week.

I8. The essence of this process is to consider the major issues that Nigerians feel sirongly
about. We believe consensus building is essentiol to achieving the changes. It is
gladdening, however, thai Nigerians have showed enthusiasm Jor the process.

19. It is in line with this that we have set a targel o consider the report of the Committee
on the Amendmeni of 1999 Constitution before we embark on this year's summer recess
in July.

Electoral Reform Bill

20.

Our electoral process has shown remarkable improvement in the Fourth Republic. In
2023, we shall have the seventh regular cycle of general elections, the longest in the
history of our nation. Despite the progress, gaps and inadequacies have been wdentified
in the process. The electoral reform Rill seeks to address these gaps and we have
commitied ourselves to passing the Bill before the annual summer recess.

Anti-Corruption Bill

21,

22,

24,

The fight against corruption is critical to the progress of Nigeria and is a key point in
the Agenda of the All Progressives Congress-led Federal Government of President
Muhammadu Buhari. As part of our commitment to the success of the fight, we passed
the Chartered Institute of Forensic nvesti gative Professionals of Nigeric (Establishment)
Bill 2021 to boost instituiional capacity for fighring corruption in Nigeria. We believe
that the new institute will provide the kind of services that can nip corruption in the bud
in both the public and private sectors.

We had earlier passed the Public Procurement Act 2007 (Amendmenz) Bill, 2019
(SB.109); and the Public Procurement Act, 2007 (Amendment) Bill, 2019 (SB.158) also
1o block the avenues for corruption ir the procurement process by MDAs.

One of the developments we did not Joresee at the inceprion of the Ninth Assembly was
the owtbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. The disease caught the entire world by
surprise and wreaked havoc on economies large and small. Thanks to the unity of
purpose in this chamber and the National Assembly at large. However, we were able

lo provide the necessary intervention in support of the efforts of the Execuiive to combat
the virus.

70 help the nation cope with the health emergency and irs dire economic conseguences,
we promptly revised the budget which we had passed early in the previous December.



2280

Wednesday, 9° June, 2021 No. 66

26.

27.

b
Q0

29.

29.

Permir me to express my profound gratitude to you all, my Distinguished Senators, for
the support and cooperation that you have graciously given io the Leadership of the
Senate over this past two years. This has been one of the most peacefud, stable and
Jocused Assembly of the Senate and the credit goes o all of you. ¥ou have always risen
above partisan interests io siand firm for the unity, peace and progress of our beloved
country. I must commend the bipartisan spirit with which we have been able o conduct
our legisiative business in the last two years. This hus certainly created the enabling
environment for us to be productive and proficient.

I urge us to continue in the same Spirit so that we can keep the Ninth Assembly on its
glorious course.

I want to also commend the Clerk of the Senate and the Secretariat for providing the
sUpport services necessary for us to function.

Similarly, I'want io thank the Senate Press Corps for providing valuable media coverage
to our activities. You have been professional, patricotic, and are worthy pariners.

In conclusion, let me thank Nigerians for the support and understanding in the last iwo
years. We cherish your constructive criticisms and call to order. As the representaiives
of our people, we must continue to engage and provide veritable plaiform for citizen
participation in Legislation in particular and Governance in general.

Thank you all.

(Signed)

SENATOR AHMAD IBRAHIM LAWAN, PhD, CON
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

The following Senators made contributions:

(i)

(it}
(iti)
(iv)
{v)
(vi}
fvii)
(viii)
(ix)
(x)
(xi)
(xii)
(xiti)
{xiv)
(xv)
{evi)
(rvii)
(xviii)
{xix)
(xx)
(uxi)
(xxii)
(xxiii)
(oxiv)

Senator Yahaya A. Abdullahi
Jenator Robert A. Boroffice
Senator Alivu S. Abdullahi
Senator Muhammad A. Adamu
Senator Ibrahim Y. Oloriegbe
Senator Gabriel T. Suswam
Senator Chukwuka G. Utazi
Senator Solomon 0. Adeola -
Senator OQlubunmy A. Adetunmbi
Senator Ibikunie O. Amosun
Senator Sadig S. Umar

Senator Anaye R. Okorocha
Senator Nicholas O. Tofowomo
Senator Istifanus D. Gyang
Senator Samuel O. Egwu
Senater Teslim K. Folarin
Senator Eremienyo B.W. Degi
Senator Nora L. Daduut
Senator Jibrin Isah

Senator Abdullzhi Adamu
Senator Francis A. Fadahunsi
Senator Matthew A. Urhoghide
Senator Albert B. Akpan
Senator Abduilahi K. Barkiya
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Extension of Time:
Motion made: That the Senate do sit this day beyond the time appointed for the termination of
the Sitting of the Senate (Order 13) (Senate Leader).

Cuestion put and agreed 0.

(xxv)  Senator Mohammed S, Musa
(xxvi)  Semator Muhammad E. Bima
{xviij Senator Adelere A. Oriolowo
(aeviii} Senator Bala Ibn Na’Allahk
(cxix)  Senator Ibrahim A, Gobir
fox)  Senator Surajudeen A. Rasiru
(xxxi) Senator Gershom H. Bassey
(exxii)  Senator Stephen A. Odey
{xxiii) Senator Clifford A. Ordia
{xxxiv) Senator Francis Ibezim

8. Adjournmeni:

Anc_i it being 2:4] p.m. the President of the Senate adjourned the Senate tll Tuesday, 22% June,
2021 at 10.00 a.m.

Adjourned accordingly ar 2:41 P

Ahmad Tbrahim Lawan, Ph.D, CON
President,
Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
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