CONSTITUTEON OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA, 1999 (FOURTH
' ALTERATION, NO, 21) ACT, 2017

: EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM -

This Act alfers the provisions of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 to -

make the provisions for pre-clection matters and time for the determination of pre-election. . -

-disputes.




" CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA, 1999 (FOURTH .
ALTERATION, NO. 21) ACT, 2017

Arrangement of Sections

Section:

1. Alteration of the Constitution, 1999.
2. Alteration of section 285.
3. Citation.




CONSTITUTI{)N OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA, 1999 (FOURTH ALTERATION, NO.

21) ACT, 2017
ABill

For

An Act to alter the provisions of the Constitution of the Federal Repubhe of theua, 1999 to p1 0V1de tune e

for the determination of prc—electwn matters; and for related matters, -+ . -

{ }

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Fed'eral Republic of Nigeria -

. The Constltutlon of the Federal Repubhc of N1ger1a 1999 (in thls Act referred 1o as “the
B Pr1nc1pa1 Ac*”) is altered as set out in ths Act. _

Sectlon 285. of the lectpal Act is fu1ther altered by-

[
B - .

_ (a) anStltlltlIlg for the margmai note anew “mar gmal note”-

“Time . for detetmmatlon of pre- -election matters estabhshment of
Eleotzon Trlbunals and ttme for determmatwn of election pet1t10ns

(b) substltuting for subsectlon (8) a new subsectton “(8) —

“(8) Where a’ prehrmnary obJ ect1011 ot any other 111terlecutory issue
touchmg on the’ Junsdleuon of the tribunal or court in any pre-
election matter or on the competence of the petitlon itself is raised
bya party, the tribunal or court shall suspend its rulmg and deliver
it af the stage of final judgment’ arid ' :

(c) inserting, after subsect1on (8) new subsectwns “(9)” ' “(14)”,';' SREN

“9) Notmthstandmg anything to the contrary in this Constztuuon, GVery i SuTniny e e snnrw T

pre- -election matter shall be filed not later than 14 days from-the-date *
of the occurrence of the event dee1ston or action eomplamed ofiinoow o
thesult -

(10) A Court in every pre- -¢lection matter shall deliver its Judgment m

writing within 180 days from the date of filing of the sult

agamst

Coemmencement.

Alteration ef - '

Constitution,

1999,

Alteration of
section 283,

(11) An appeal ﬁom a decision in a pre-election matter shall-be filed i & weision s o)
~ within 14 days from the date of delivery of the Judgment appealed‘ Y U T




3.,

(12) An appeal from a decision of a Court in a pre-election matter shall
be heard and disposed of within 60 days from the date of filing of

the appeal.

(13) An election tribunal or court shall not declare anyl person a winner . -
at an election in which such a person has not fully pa:rtlmpated in all
stages of the election.

(14) For the purpose of this section, “pre-clection matter” means any suit
by — : ' '

() an aspirant who complains that any of the provisidns of the .
Electoral Act or any Act of the National Assembly regulating the
conduct of primaries of political parties and the provisions of the
guidelines of a political party for conduct of party primaries has

" not been complied with by a political party in respect of the |
seleotlon or nomination of candldates for an clection;. |

(b) an asplrant challengmg the actlons declslons or activities of the

Independent Nanonal Electoral Commission in respect of his

- participation in an electwn or who complains that the provisions

of the Electoral Act or any Act of the Natlonal - Assembly

1egu]a‘{mg elections in ngena has not been comphed with by the

Indcpendent National Elettoral Commission in respect of the

T selection or nomination of candidates and partlmpatlon in an .
i elecilon and '

e S | (c) a polltloal party challengmg the actzons declslons or actlvmes of
e .. the Independent Natlonal Electoral Cominission disqualifying its

, _ candzdate from partlclpatmg in an election ora compiamt that the
B o provssmns of the Electoral Act or any other apphcable law has
: not been complied Wlth by the Independent National Electoral =~
Commission in respect of the nomiiniation of candidates of - - oe.

political pa.rties for an elec’:tion' timetable for an. election, &= ® Ti o UIGLUGE

registr ation of voters and other activities of the Comzmssmn in-
respect of preparation for an election.” mnpanid 60

This Act may be 01ted as the Constitution of the Federal Replibhc of” ngerla 1999 (F ourth Oltﬂflon
Altelatlon, No. 21,) Act, 2017. I T S




I, CERTIFY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 2 (1) OF THE ACTS
AUTHENTICATION ACT CAP. A2, LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004,
THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF THIS EILL PASSED BY EOTH HOUSES OF THE .

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY,

- MOHAMMED ATABA SANI-OMOLORI
CLERK TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

(TR
DAY OF MAY, 2018




DATE PASSED BY

SHORT TITLE OF LO]NG TITLE OF THE BILL. SWY_OF THE R i

THEBILL |~ | CONTENTS OF THEBILL | BY THE SENATE “THE HOUSE OF
1 ST REPRESENTATIVES

Constitution of the | An Act to alier the provisions of - Th.s Bill alters the provisions of thu 2655 r 3::1 Octgber 2017

Federal Republic of | the Constitution of the Federal | Constitution of the Federal Repubhc e ' e

Nigeria, 1999 Republic of Nigeria, 1999 to | of Nigeria, 1999 ‘to -make the| '

(Fourth Alteration, provide time for the_determinatioﬁ 'provzswns for pre—elechon matters

No. 21) Bill, 2017.

of pre-election matters; - and for.
rela‘ted matters.

' pre—electlon dlsputes Lo

and Ume for the determmatlon Of

I cernfy that this Bill has been carefully compared by me with the decision reached by the Na‘aonal Assembly aﬁd found by me to be true
and correct decision of the Houses and is in accordance wﬁh the prov;smns of the Ac s Authenﬁcahon Act Cap AZ Laws of the ¥ ederation

of Nigeria, 2004.

I ASSENT

o

s

ﬁCIerk to the Natmnal Assembly
Day of May, 2018

- ‘_‘ . .
¢ \__m.-”- -
’ Lot a .

MUTD&MNEADU BUHARI GCI‘R

Ifremdent of the Federa]; Repubhc of nger1&5
i Day ;g' Ma¥, 2618 - '

- Jw%.




