L

FOURTH REPUBLIC

9TH NATIONAL ASSEMRBLY

SECOND SESSION

NO. 23 - 847

HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT IVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERL%

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

Tuesday, 1 December, 2020

1. The House met at 11.52 a.m. Mr Speaker read the Prayers

2. The House recited the National Pledge

3. Votes and Preceedings
Mr Speaker announced that he had examined and approved the Voies and Proc eequv of Wednesday,
25 November, 20201

The Votes and Proceedings was adopted by unanimous consent.

4. Message .
Mr Speaker read a message from the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria:
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Pursuani to Sections 58 and 59 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; 1999
(as dmended), I formally request that the Finance Bill, be considered by the House of
Representatives, for passage into law. '

2. The Finance Bill, 2020 seeks to support the mzplememaaon of the 2021 Budget by propowngf
key reforms to specific taxation, customs, exrzse ﬁscal and other laws. Specifically, this Bill's
provisions:

{a) adop: appropriate counter-cyclical fiscal policies to respond to the economic and
revenue challenges precipitated by the decline in international oil prices. as.well as
the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Nigerian econoniy,

(b reform extant Fiscal Policies to prioritise job creation, economic growih,
socio-economic development, domestic revenue mobilisation, as well as io fosre:
closer coordination with Monem;y and Trade Policies;

() provide fiscal relief for taxpayers by reducing the applicable minimum tax raie for
nvo (2) consecutive years of assessment, as well as reforming the commencement aind
cessarion riies for small businesses:

(e} propose neasures to fund the Federal Government's COVID-19 Pandenic response
and introduce provisions to enhance the recovery of corporate donations rowards .
respanses to the COVID-19 Pandemic, as well as any similar crises in the future:

(&) amend ceriain aspects of the Fiscal Responsibility Act, 1o align this Act with the 1999
Consrtitution (as amended), as well as to enhance fiscal efficiencies by controlling the
cost-to-revenue ratios of key Stare and Government-Owned Enterprises; and

o amend the Public Procurement Act to implement key procurement reforms previousty
proposed by the National Assembly, in 2019, 1o extend the scope of the Act 10 the
Federal Judiciary and Legislature, accelerate procurement processes, Increase
mobilisation fee thresholds and provide for essential e—procurefgzem refor_ms.

3. [ triest that this Bill will be favourably considered by the National Assembly o awelemre rrs

. passage into law, so as to support the implementation of the 2021 Federal Budgei.

4. Please accept, Ra’ght Honourable Speaker, the assurances of my highest consideration.
- Yours sincerely,
(Signed)

Muhammadnu Buhari

Announcement
Conference Committee on a Bill for an Act to Provide for the Estabhshment of Federal University

‘of Technology, Auchi, Edo State¢ and for Related Matters, 2020 (HB. 527):

Mr Speaker announced the names of Members as follows

)] Hon. Abubakar Hassan Fulata . — Chairman

(2) Hon. Ademorin Aliyu Kuye s —  Member - :

)] Hon. Gbefwi Gaza Jonathan — Member L

(4) Hon. Oghuma Johnson — Member )

{5 Hon. Nnajl Prince Cornelius -~ — Member £

{6) Hon. Aliyu Muktar Beiara — Member
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Remarks by Mr Speaker on the Killing of Farmers and Villagers in Zabarmari, Boruo State by
Suspected Boko Flaram Terrorists
Mr Speaker made the foilowing remarks:

Good morning Honourable Colleagues.

2. In the towns and villages of the North East, our fellow citizens have been and continue 10 he
the first victims of a brutal insurgency thar seeks 10 destroy our country and remake our wortd in the
tmage of a discredited idealogy. .

3 On Saturday. the 28th of November, 2020 forry-three of our fellow cirizens in the town of
Zabarmari were cruelly nuwrdered and decapitated by insurgents of the Boko Haram rerrorist
nrganisation. Forty-tiree peaple who set out to their Jarms 1o harvesr their meagre vieids became in
one afternoon, the newest victims of the evil that has brought uniold grief to too many. for fur 100
long.

4. For more than a decade, we have confronied the evil that is Boko Haram. We have oz won
and do not appear close to winning the war against terrorism in Nigeria. Yes, we have recovered
territory and land in places where nor so long ago, the black flags of Boko Haram Jflapped in the
desert air as an affront to our nationhood and a rebuke 1o the Jailures that brought us 1o thar ignable
end.

5. Bur we must ask, what does it mean o recover territory if our people cannot five, and work
and trade in these piaces? What is the value of land whose only purpose is 1o bury the unfortunare
dead? )

0. We st rethink this war ot terror. We must ask ourselves whai it is we are doing swrong?
Whar have we failed io do? How is it thar despiie the billions in resources expended and the countless
lives lost, we still are ar the mercy of murderers who offer only the promise of death and the certainty
of destruction and condemnation in this life and the next?

7. Now is the time to ask difficult questions. We ask these questions in the sincere hope the
through our collectjve and concerted search Jor answers, we might arrive ar a solurion that spares
us further bloodshed. We ask these questions in the hope thar the answers we find will heal our lahd
and make our people whole. We ask rhese questions because we must.

8. inthe Legislarive Agenda of the 9th House of Representatives, we have commitied to specific
strategic goals including improved Junding of security agencies, beiter engagement with locgl
conmunities, innovative, proactive and technological driven responsiveness amongst other things.
These goals will help us fo achieve the overall goal of a more secure country where people éan go
about their business free from terror in whatever Sform.

9. While we ‘seek lasting solurions to the problems that threaten us, improving the lives of the
people who have lost the mosr from this conflict must be part of our commitment. In the interim, we
will consider interventions that compensate the people of Zabarmari for the loss of their harvesr so
that they are not so deprived that they return quickly to the killing feeds vwhere already, they have lost
So much.

10. We will not deviate from these commirments. The continued exisience of our couniry and the
progress of our nation's people depend on it and all of us Honourable members of this House of
Rapresentatives. : :

L ‘

11. May God bless the memory of the departed. May he grant succour to the ones they 've left
behirid. God bless you ‘all, and God bless the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

By leave of the House Mr Speaker invited Hon. Ahmed Satomi to present a Motion.

el
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Need to Investigate the Gruesome Killing of Unarmed Farmerq il Jere Local Government of
Borno State:

The House:

Pained that on Saturday, 28 November, 2020, more than 43 people were killed in an insane and
harbaric a{{ack ()f rice farmers in Jere Local Government Area of Borno State: )

Troubled that the attackers tied up agricuitural labourers working in rice filelds and slit their throats
in Zabarmari village near Maiduguri, in Borno State
Disturbed that some of the victims were labourers {rom other States of the Federation who had
rravelled to work onthe rice farm fields in the State;

Worried that the exact number of people killed in the incitent is not yet known as over 44 dead bodies
were recovered and hifried, all of them slaughtered, along with six others with serious injuries and
many more residents are reported missing;

Recognizes that at the funeral of the victims on Sunday, 29 November, 2020, the Governor of Borno
State, Babagana Zulum, stated that "the people are in very difficuit situations, in one side, {if] they
stay at home, they may be killed by hunger and starvation; on the other, they risk getting killed by
the insurgents if they go out to the farms”;

Also worried by the inability of the Military and other Security Forces in averting the continued
wanton killings by Boko Haram insurgents, bandits, and terrorists in the North East and across the
country;

Aware that President Muhammadu Buhari has condemned the senseless killing of several
hard-working farmers by the terrorists as the entire couniry Is hurt by the dastardly act:

Also aware of the urgent need for the President and Commander of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria 1 reorganize the security architecture of the country to end insurgency in the
North East, banditry and all acts of terrerism across the nation;

Resolves 1o:

(i) condemn the klllmg of unarmed civilian farmers at. Zabarmari village in Jere Local
Government Area of Borno State by suspected Boko Haram insurgents;

(i) urge the President to declare a state of emergency on the nation's security;

#113) call on the central Bank to immediately key in the farmers at Zabarmari and environs to the
dry season rice farming projects and lock into the ongoing anchor programme to proper
harvest recovery; ‘

(iv) setup a Committee to commiserate with the Governor and people of Borno State: and

(v) observe a mmute silence in honour of the victims of the incideni (Hon Almzed Saronu — Jere
Federal Conwnuenrv and Twelve Others)...

Debare. ,
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Amendments Projesed:

1y - Ancerra new Prayer (vid as follows: _
“Mandae e Comaitees on Delence. Army. Navy. and Air Foree to investigate e
‘Befence Industries Corporation of Migeria (DICOMN). on s manufucturing st o
determine is level of preparedness regarding weapons for national needs™ (s, Fesin
Okechukwy - AninriiAwgn/Qji River Federal Constituency). '

Question that the amendment be made — Agreed to,

(i Insert a new Praver (vii) as follows: -
“lnvite Mr President to brief the House on the Security situation in the couwmtry™ (/o
Almadu Usiman Jaha — Chibok/Damboa/Gwoza Federal Consrinencyy

Juestion thai the amendment be made. — Agreed 1o
Question on the Motion as amended — Agreed fo.
The House:

Pained that on Saturday, 28 November, 2020, more than 43 peopie were killed in an insane apnd
barbaric attack of rice farmers in Jere Local Government Arez of Borno State;

Troubled 1har the attackers tied up agricultural labourers working in rice fields and slit their thiroars
in Zabarmari village near Maiduguri. in Borno State: '

{isturbed that some of the vietims were labourers from other States of the Federaiion whe had
travelled to work on the rice farm fields in the Starte; ‘

Worried that the exacl number of people killed in the incident is not yetknown as over 44 dead bodics
were recovered and buried, all of them slaughtered, along with six others with serious injuries .and
many more residents are reported missing;

Recognized that at the funeral of -the victims on Sunday, 29 November, 2020, the Governor of Borno
State, Babagana Zulum, stated that "the peopie arg in very difficult situations, in one side. [1f] they

. Stay at home. they may be killed by hunger and starvation: on the other, they risk getting killed hy

the insurgents if they go out to the farms":

Also worried by the nability of the Military and other Security Forces in averting the continued
wanton killings by Boko Haram insurgents, bandits, and terrorists in the North East and across the
country: '

Aware that President Muhammadu Buhari has condemned the senseless killing of several
hard-working farmers by the terrorists as the entire country is hurt by the dastardly act;

Also aware of the urgent need for the President and Commander of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria (o reorganize the security architecture of the country to end Imsurgency in the
North East, banditry and all acts of terrorism across the nation;

Resolved to;

{0 - condemn the killing of unarmed civilian farmers at Zabarmari village in fere Constituency

Area of Borno State by suspected Boko Haram insurgent; x

{(iD) urge the President to declare state of emergency ou the nation's security;
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{(iify ~ call on the central Bank 10 immediately key in the farmers at Zabarmari and environs to Ui
dry season rice farming projects and look into the ongoing anchor program to proper harvest
recovery; . - .

(v} ser up a Commitiee 10 commiserate with the Governor.and people of Borno State:;
v} P ‘

i1 ahserve 2 mpeute silence in honor of the victims of the incidence that lost thelr fives:

(v} sundate T onaninees on Defence, Any. Navy, and Al oree to investigate the Detence
ndusiries {orporation of Nigeria (DICON). on the manufacturing staius o determine the
fevel of preparedness regarding weapons for national needs; and

(vii)  invite Mr President (o brief the House on the security situation in .the country (HR.

67/12/2024).
Petitions . . .
A0 A petition from S. A. Rabman & Associaies (Attorney, Arbitrators), on behalf of Maikano

Abdullahi Fagge. on the alleged iilegal disposal of his property tocated in Gwagwalada
‘Federal Capital Territory, Abuja by the Minister of Federal Capital Territory and Chairman 7
of the Ad-hoc Commiittee on the calesof Federal Government Properties, was preseited and

laid by Hon. Suleiman Aminu (Fagge Federal Constituency). 3

{iD) A petition from Temple A. Amadi & Co. (Barristers, Solicitorsy, on behalt of Bomzo
Limited, on the non-payment by the Management of Sterling Peirochemicals, and Fertilizers
Limited on products supplied, was presented and laid by tion. Chinyere lgwe Emmanue!
{Port Harcourt 11 Federal Constituency); and '

L) A perition irom Exhasomi Flenry Sambo, on the termination of bis appointment by the
Management of the Nigerian Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITE). was presented and laid
by Hoes. Isg Shaba thrahim (L()koju/!\’ngi/‘!i'r)mn—Km_jf'e Federal Constiiuency).

Petitions referred 10 the Committee on Public Petitions.

Matter of Urgent Public Importance (Standing Order Eight, Rude 4) '
Deliberate Attempt by a Member of the British House of Commons, Mr Tom Tugendhat to Cause
Crisis in Nigeria by Making False Allegations Capable of Inciting Violence Against the Former
Head of State, Gen. Yakubu Gowon and to Cause Breach of Peace:

Hon. Yusuf Gagdi ( Pankshin/Kanke/Kanam Federal Constituency) introduced the matter and prayed
the House 1o ' : .

{a) consider and approve the matter as one of urgent public importance: and

by  suspend Order Eighit. Rule 4 (3) 10 allow debate on the matter forthwith.

Question that the maiier be considered as one of urgent public importaiice — Agreed Lo,

Question that ihe House do suspend Order Eight, Rule 4 (3) to enable it debate the matter forilwith :
— Agreed to. '

Deliherate Attempt by a Member of the British House of Commens. Mr Tom Tugendhat to
Cause Crisis in Nigeria by Making False Allegations Capable of Inciting Vielence Agzainst the
Former Head of State, Gen. Yakubu Gowan and to Cause Breach of Peacer

The House:
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Sores that on 23 November, 2020, the Bratish House of Conunons acting on a petition organised by

some Nigerians at home and abroad, held a special session in the British House of Commons i

debate the response by the Federal Government of Nigeria to the #EndSARS protesis and the
attendant foss of Tife and property that followed in the afiermath of the demonstrations:

Also notes that during the debate, Tom Tugendbat, the Conservative Member of Parliament for
Tonbridge and Mailing and Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Select Commitree of the ‘House of
Commons, had accused former Head of State of Nigeria, General Yakubu Gowon of iaking haif of
the money domiciled i the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) with him when he was on exile to the
United Kingdom: : .
Avware that 'inm Migendhat, MP dld net at the time of bp(,di\m“ rmwde any evidence to supperi the -
weighty allegations made against General Yakubu Gowor. and had not provided any evidence in
support of his clamms:

Also aware that Tom Tugendhat, MP by his position as the Charman of the Foregn Aftams 'i::Ec*‘ﬁ
Committee of the House of Comimons, and having served as an Army Officer to the rank of a Lt. Col
1 the Territorial Army, understands that allegations of this nature. made without evidence can have

an incendiary effect in a country iike Nigeria:

Concerned that the Member of Parliament made those allegations in the House of Commens without
due regard for many years of cordial relationship berween Nigeria and the United Kingdon, and
withom first using other diplomatic channels available to him to ascertain the veracity of ns position.
or to seck evidence in support of the claims he intended to make in pariiament:

DisturDed that despite the barrage of condemnations by well-meaning and right-thinking people from
all over the world and an official request for retraction by the Government of the Federai Repubiic
of Nigeria, neither Tom Tugendhat. MP nor the government he represents has thought it fit and
proper to act to correct the inconsiderate and dangerous statements by Tom Tugendhat. MP:

Also disturbed that the recalcitrance of Tom Tugendhat, MP in this matier gives credence 1o
suggestions in certain quarters that the careless utterance was not made in error.- bir rather is a
calculated attempt to exploit the faultlines of Nigerian society to create conflict. exacerbate crises and
create conditions that make governing doubtful. and progress impossible:

.

Resolves to:

(i write the House of Commons to; . ' -
(@) express the displeasure of the House that a Member of the House of Commeons has

took advantage of the parliamentary privilege to disparage a former Head of State of
‘the Federal Republic of Nigeria in*the person of General Yakubu Gowon and 1o
make statements against him whlch in other circumstances would be libellous and
'subju,t to sanction,

D) demand that the Member of Parliament, Tom Tugendhat. offer a public apology
General Yakubu Gowon and the people and government of Nigeria for making
claims in parliament that are capable of creating conflict. and breaching the peace in
Nigeria;

(i) invite the British High Commissioner to the Federal Republic of Nigeria to explain to this
Honourable House why despite demands made by citizens and governments alike. the
Government of Great Britain has failed to offer an apology for the actions of Tom
Tugendhat, MP and Chair of the Foreign Affairs Select Committee of the House of
Commons, knowing fully well the effect such a statement can have in a country such as ours
(Hon. Yusuf Gagdi — Pankshin/Kanke/Kanam Federal Coustituency).

F3
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Debare.

Amendments Prepoved:
{5 Leave onr alt the Prayers and insert a new Praver as follows:
“Aandate e Committees on Fore: Affairs. and Inter "aummcm(n\ Redations 1o
nrestioate e comments and report back within four {4) Wy

Haon. Kinesley Chindu
ObioAkper federal Congtituency)

Ouesiion that die cmendment be made — Agreed io.

]

{0 fnsert a new Praver {iif) as follows:
“Engage United Kingdom Parliament through Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
(CPA) being an Umbrella Association” (Hon. Ahmaa’u. snman faha
Chibok/Damboa/Ghwoza Federal Constitiency).

Cuesiion e the amendmenr be made — Negaiived.

Cuescion on the Morion as amiended —— Agreed Lo,

The House:

Noted that on 23 November. 2020, the British House of Commons acting on a petition orgaised by
some Nigerians at home and abroad, held a special session in the British House of Commons ©
dehate the responsc by the Federal Government of Nigeria to the #ErdSAKS protests and the

attendant loss of life and property that followed i the aftermatl of the demonsirations:

Alse noted that during the debate. Tom Tugendhat. the Conservative Member of Parliament for

Tonbridge and Mailing and Chairman of the Foreipn Affairs Select Conmmitiee nf ihe House ol
Commans, had accused former Head of State of Nigeria, General Yakubu Gowon of taking half of

the money domiciled in the Central Bank of Migeria (CBN) with him when he was on exile to the
United Kingdom: .
Aware that Tom Tugendhat, MP did not at the time of speaking, provide any evidence to support the
weighty allegations made against General Yakubu Gowon, and had not provided any evidence in
suppert of his claims:

Also aware that Tom Tugendhat, MP by his position as the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Select
Committee of the House of Commons, and having served as an Army Officer to the rank of g Lt. Col
mn the Terviionial Army, understands that allegations of this nature. made without evidence can have
an incendiary effect in a country like Nigeria;

Concerned that the Member of Parliament made those allegations in the House of Conons without
due regare for many years of cordial relationship between Nigeria and the United Kingdom. and
without first using-other diplomatic channels available-to him to ascertain the veracity of his position.
or to seek evidence in support of the claims he intended to make in parliament;

Disturbed that despite the barrage of condemnations by well-meaning and right-thinking peopie from
all over the world and an official request for retraction by the Government of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, neither Tom Tugendhat, MP nor the government ke represents has thougit it fii and
proper Lo act to correct the inconsiderate and dangerous statements by Tom Tugendhat. MP:

Also disiurbed that the- recalcitrance of Tom Tugendhat, MP in this matter gives credence 1o
suggestions in cerfain quariers that the careless utterance was not made in error, but rather is a
calculated attempt to exploit the faultlines of Nigerian society to create conflict, exacerbate crises and
create conditions that make governing doubtful, and progress impossible;
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Resolved 1o

Mandate the Committees on Foreign Affairs, and Inter-Parliamentary Relations 1o mvestigate the
comments and report back within four (4) weeks (HR. &68/12/2020). '

& Presentation of Bills
The following Rills were read the First Tinie:

Nigerian Council for Management Development Act (Amemdment) Biil, 2020 (HB. 1119

i

0 Censtitition of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 1999 1 Alicration: Bl 20200008 1ot
(3 Communal Farm {LIsablishment) Bill 2020 (HB. 11105

(4} Counterfeitand Fake Drugs and Unwholesome Processed food and Drug Administration ape

Control Aci {Amendment) Bill, 2020 (1B, 1126).
(5) Chartered Institute of S:aﬁs‘ticians of Nigeria (Establishment) Bill. 2020 (HB. 1120y,
16) Casual Wolrk::rs Rights Protection Bill. 2020 (HB. li{Jé).
! Nizera Shea Butier Institure (Establishmenty Bill. 2020 (HR. 1121},

(&) National Agency for Food and Drugs Administration and Control Act (Amendmenty il
2020 (HB. 11273,

(9 Federal Medical Centre, Koko (Establishment) Bill, 2020 (HB. 1122).

£

(10} Natonat Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement A gency {Establishment) Bill.
T 2020 (HB. 1123).

(rn University Teaching Hospitals (Reconstitution of Board, eic.) Act {(AmendmentBiil. 2020
(1B, 1124). '

(."i?_) Nztional Renewable Eﬂcrgy Development {Estabiishment) Bill, 2()2{)._‘(3513. TSy .

(13} Nigerian Sovereign Investment Authority Act‘(Amendme.nt) Bi]l,‘ZSZO (IH;. ‘;'128).

(14)  Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigéria, 1999 (Alteration) Bill, 2020 (HB. 1129).
(15)  Discrimination agaiqst Persons with Disabilities (Prohibition) Act (Amendment) Bill. 2020

(HB. 1130).

{16} National Tuber Crops Research Institute. Ukum, Benue State (Establishment) Bill. 2020 (113
1131,

(I7)  Small and Medium Scale Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria Act {Amendment} Bil].
2020 (HB. 1132).
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Presentation of Reports

{0 Cominittee 0:1 Public Petitious: A
Report on tiwe Petition by Miohanuned 1brahim and 53 Others:
Motion made and Question p:.'apase(f, “That the House do receive #he Report of the -
Committee an Public Petitions on the Petition by Mobammed forahim and 33 Others agdinst
the Nigeria-Defence Academy ‘on- the uniawfub withdrawal and relegation of Alohammmed
[hraliim and 53 Others™ (Houw erry Alagbaoso — Orh/Orsu/Ovu. Easi Federal
Constinency’. . ‘ ' '

Agreed to.
Report iaid.
(it - Commiltee on Public Petitions:

Report on the Petition by Mr Samue! Umeadi Mogekwu: _

Motion made and’ Question proposed. “That the House do receive the Reporl of the

¢*emmittee on Public Petitions on the Petition by Mr Samuel Umeadi Mogekwir againsi i
Contral Bank of Nigeria for his wrongul dismissal from service and the biunt retusal ot the
Bank 1o comply with the resolution ol ihe House™ (Hon. Jerry Alagbaoso — Qrin/Orsu/Gri

- Last Federai Constituency).

Agreed to.
Repart laid.

(i) Committee on Public Petifions:.
Repert on the Petition by Hamza Ridwan B. A.:
Vigtion made and Question proposed, “That the House do receive the Report of the
Commitiee o Public Petitions on the Petition by Hamza Ridwan B. A. against the Unity
Bank Pic and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) on the Fundamental Issucs in
the Bank™ (Hon. Jerry Alagbaoso — Orlu/Orsu/Oru East Federal Constituency).

Agreed to.
Report laid.

{iv) Comimittee on Public Pelitions: :
Report on the Petition by Support Staff of Warri Refinery and Petrochemical Company:
Motion made and Question proposed, “That the House do receive the Report of i
Commitiee on Public Petitions on the Petition by Support Staff of Warri Refinery and
Pelrochemical Company, Delta State against the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC) on their continuous casualization” (Hon. Jerry Alagbacso — Orlu/Orsu/Oru East
Federal Constittency). '

a

Agreed 10.
Report laid.

A Bill for an Act to Repeal the National Film and Video Censors Board Act, Cap. N40, Laws
of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and Enact the National Film and” Video Censorship,

Classification and Exhibition Regulatory Commission Bill for Classification of Films, Video
. Works, Musical Videos and Video Games; and for Related Matters (HB.514) — Second Reading

Morion made and Question proposed, “That a Bill for an Act 10 Repeal the National Film and Video

Censors Board Act, Cap. N40, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and Enact the Nationa! Film

and Video Censorship, Classification and Exhibition Regulatory Commission Bill for Classification
# - ’ " .

£
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of Films, v ideo Works, Musical Videos and Video Games; and for Related Matiers {(HB.514) be reay
a Second Time” (Hon. Olusegun Odebunmi — Ogo-Oluwa/Surulere Federal Constirneiney).

Debare.

Question that the Bill be now read a Second Time — Agreed to.

Bill read 1ie Second Time. _ "
Bill referred 10 the Lommittee on informarion Technology, Natione! Orientation, Ethics and
Values.

A Bill for an Act 10 Amend the Nigerian Delence Academy Act, Cap. N101, Laws of ‘the
Federation of Nigeria, 2004 to make Provision fer Establishment of Ad ditional Campuses to give
more Opportunities o Nigerian Youths wishing to take up carcers in the Military; and for
Related Matters (¥5. 910) — Second Reading . '
Motion wnade aild Question proposed, “That a Bill for an Act to Amend the Nigerian Defence
Academy Act, Cap. N101. Laws of the Federation ofs Nigeria, 2004 10 make Provision for
Establishment of Additionai Campuses to give more Opportunities to Nigerian Youths wishing to take
up careers in the M ilitary; and for Reiated Matters (HB. 910) be read a Second Time” (Hon. Anickan
Umanalt Joln — Abak/Etim Ekpo/tka Federal Constituency).

Débaie.

Qﬁaﬂlf’on that the Bili be nél3'1r read a Second Time — Agreed to.
Bill read the Second Time; |

Bill referred to the Committee on Defence.

A Bill for an Actto #epeal the National Human Rights Commission Act, Cap. N46, Laws of the
Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and €nact the National Human Rights Commission Bill, 2020 to
strengthen the Commission to conduct Investigations and sustain activities in Nigeria; and for
Related Matters (HRB. 1072) — Second Reading

Order read; deferred by leave of the House.

A Bill for an Act to Amend the Electric Power Sector Reforms Act to Provide for Electricity
Distribution Comp:anies to Reimburse: any Power Consumer whq incurs expenses in the
Acquisition and. Maintenance of Electricity Apparatus Connected to the National Grid in
Nigeria; and for Related Matters (HB. 287) — Second Reading

Motion made and Onestion proposed, “That a Bill for an Act to Amend the Electric Power Sector
Reforms Act o Provide for Electricity Distribution Companies to Reimburse any Power Consurmer
who ineurs expenses in the Acquisition and Maintenance of Electricity Apparatus Connected 1o the
National Grid in N igeria; and for Related Matters {HB. 287) be read a Second Time~ (Fion. Igbakpa
Rollaids Ben — Ethiope Last/Ethiope West Federal Constituency).

Debare.
Question that the Bill be now read a Second Time — Agreed to.

Bill read the Second Time.

Bill referred to the Committee on Power,

o - an
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] . Need to Investigatd the Gruesome Murder of a Pepuiuf Trado-Medical Practitioner, Athaji

L}

Fatai Yusuf (a.k.a. Oko Oloyun) -~ .
© Morion thade and Question proposed:

The House: -

© Notes the sruesome gnurder of a- popular. Trade-Medical Practitioper. Alhaji Fatat Yusul (Oko

Gloyun) on Thursday, 23 January, 2020 while he was travelling along the Abeckuta-lghoora {sevin

“ Road in Oyo Stale by hoodlums who overwhelmed his two police escoris:

Alse notes that the deceased was killed at a point ihat is berween two police checkpoints on the
Eruwa-Igboora road which is noted for cases of kidnapping and robbery, but had rarcly recorded
cases of hired assassination; '

.
Frrther notes that preliminary investigation by the police showed that Alhajl Yusuf was assassinated
hours after seme of s workers set fire on some financial book-keeping records duce to an stieged
nook-keeping fraud be detected in his Lagos office:

Recalls thatin 2019 dastardly attacks were carried out at Eruwa, Lanlate Tgangan, Tapa and Aveic,
Igboora and Idere in [barapa Central I.6cal Government Area of Oyo State by armed bandits and
criminal element, notorious for kidnappings, rape and extortion of large sums of money from victims:

. L

Cognizant that the level of insecurity is attributed to the inability of security operatives to securc ihe
area. a development that negates the provisions of section 14 (2) (5) of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria. 1999 (as amended) which provides that the security and welfare of the people
shall be the primary purpose of Government. thus leaving the people with no other option than o
resort to vigilante groups to tackle banditry, kidnappings and other criminal activitics:

Resolves to:

D observe a minute of silence in honour of the deceased,;

(iiy - urge the Inspector-General of Police (IGP) to direct a thorough investigation mto the
gruesome murder of Alhaji Fatai Yusuf and to review the security architecture of Ibarapa
Central Local Governmesnt, Iharapa North Local Government and [barapa Last Local
Government Areas of Oyo State and Nigeria as a whole and also upgrade Igangan Potice
Station in [barapa North Local Governmens Agea to a Divisional Police headguarters for
effective pnlic_in-g of the Local Government-Area;,

{ii1) also urge the Federal Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA) to cairy out rehabititation work
on the Abeokuta-Ighoora-Iseyin-Sokoto road;

(iv) mandate the Committees on Federal Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA) and Police
Affairs 10 ensure compliance;

%) set-up an Ad-foc Committee to visit and commiserate with the immediate fami'Iy of the
deceased and the people and Government of Oyo State over the death of their illustrious son,

. whose death not only hurt his family. but also dealt a hige blow to many people benefiting
from him (Hon. Saubana Ajibola Muraina — Ibarapa Centra/lbarapa North Federal
Constituency). ) '

Debate.

Agreed to. ” '

(HR. 69/12/2020). ' : _ .
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A minute silence was observed in honour of the deceased.

16. Need to Regulate the Muvement‘

Roads

Order read; ,deférfed by leave of the House.

of Articulated Vehicles, Especially

-

Fuel Tankers, on Nigerian

E

17. Need 1o Ensure Strict Compli'aucc with COVID-19 Guidelines and Protocols as Schools Resume

Order read; deferred by leave of the House.

18 N eed t6°Eliminate the

&F

Menace of Illicit Drugs and the Attend

Order rea’, deferred by leave of the House.

19.  Need to Address the Increasin

Motion made and Question proposed:

Thé.Hpgée:‘ ‘ v

Notes that Nigeria has one of the leading
1o meet the health altention

Also notes that the Nigeria Medical Association (N
L Thousand (5,000) medical workers |
. = Nigeria the highest source of foreign

Aware"f_fom studies that Nigeria has over Ninety T
practicing abroad and in fact_an average of fifty (
", Education in Nigeria are said to be registering for pra

<

2

born medieal practitioners abroad:

United States of America (USA), Canada and the Oil rich countries:

Also aware that Saudi Arabia's Health Ministry
intending Medical Practitioners both in Abujaan
and Nigerian doctors are struggling
have even passed their compulsory

British council;

* conditions characterized by heavy workloa

poor supervision and support, }
working conditions and poor compensation packages are the factors contri

poor

ant Consequences

stocks of human resources for health in Africz but h
of its over 200 miltion people as a result of brain drain:

£ Rate of Brain Drain of Nigerian Medical Practitioners

as failed

MA) in 2016 gave the statistics of about Five
eaving the country annually to develo

ped countries making

housand (99,000) gualified Medical Doctors
50) doctors who had their ‘primary Medicai
Clice every week in the United Kingdom (UK),

visit Nigeria every vear to conduct screening for
d Lagos to take them to their country for employment
for visa at British Embassy to travel o their country after they
Professional Linguistic Assessment Board (PLAB) exams at the

Observes that some factors responsible fof this development in Nigeria are inadequate infrastructure,

poor man resources planning and mana

gement practices and structures, unsatisfactory working

emigration from the country by surgeons, physicians, nurses and other medical profe

ds and other factors such as lack of professional autonomy,
ong working hours, unsafe workpiaces. inadequate carcer structures,
buting to the

ssionals;

Worried that the exodus of medical practiticners in Nigeria has in particular coatributed to acule
shortages of specialized #nd experienced health professionals in the country and if not curbed. it will

be tough for

'Resolves lo:

()

w

Nigeria to tackle poverty because health is actually the wealth;

Tk

urge the Ministry of Labour and Employmefit to review the salary, allowances and welfare

of Nigerian medical practitioners:
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{(if) call on the Ministry of Labour and Employment to consider expanding the size of the medical
practitioner in the country to create employment for the unemployed ones and develop a
functional strategy that will attract diaspora Medical personnel to work at 'various teaching
hospitals: ‘

(iii) mandate the Committee o Labour and Employment to ensure the employment of the.

Nigerian medical practitioners;
vy also mandate the Committee on Healthcare Services to interface with relevant stakeholders
in order to proffer a lasting solution to Brain Drain of Nigerian Medical Practitioners (Hon.
Ganivu Abiodun Johnson — Oshodi Isolo 11 Federal Constituency). '
Debaie.
Agreed 1o,
L
(R, 70/12/2020).
Call on the Federal Roads Maintenance, Agency (FERMA) to Rehabilitate the Dilapidated
Onitsha-Owerri Road from Oba Axis to Upper Iweka, Onitsha B

Motion made and Question proposed:

The House:

Notes that the Onitsha-Owerri Federal Highway is a major road connecting the four (4) gcopdlincai

zones with South-East and South-South Zones; :

Further notes that the absence of a functional railway line servicing the area, all the cargo

consignments to and from the South-East area of Aba-Owerri=Umuahia and the entire South-South
zone passes through the road thereby taking a heavy toll on the road structures:

Observes that the pressire cxerted on the road couple with the erosion of the soil surfaces due o
several factors have resulted in a deep gully that has almost split the dual carriage way nto (wo
thereby causing serious gridlock from Oba junction to Upper Iweka, Onitsha and constituting
enormous danger 0:1NSUSpECling motorist; ‘
Further observes that the effect of this unending gridlock on the road is diverting traffic to Obosi
roads that are not meant for heavy traffic thereby causing untold hardship and death from avoidable
accidents and damagces to the township roads; ' .

&

‘Convinced that a quick palliative measures by the Federal R.oads'Ma'mtenance Agency (FERMA),

pending & more permanent reconstruction work, will not only restore the full use of that section of

the Onitsha-Owerri road, but will preserve the township roads within Obosi and fits environs;

- «

i

Resolves to:

- . Y
(i urge the Federal Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA) to rehabilitate the dilapidated
Onitsha-Owerri Road from Oba Axis to Upper Iweka Road, Onitsha;

(iiy ~ mandate the Committee on Federal Roads Maintenance Age‘flcy (FERMA) to ensure

_-implementation (Hon. Obinna Chidoka — Idemili North/Idemili South Federal Constituency).

Agreed to.

@

(HR. 71/12/2020).
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Motion referred to the Committee on Federal Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA), pursuant 1o
Order Eight, Rule 9 (5). ' '

T 2L Lonsideration of Report .

A Bill for an Act to Provide for the Protection of Plant Varieties, Establish a Plant Variety
Protection Offier Jor the Promotion of Increased Staple Crop Productivity for small holder Jarmers
in Nigeria; and for Related Matters' (HB. 68) {Cemmittee of the Whole): '
Motion made and Question proposed, “That the Housg do consider the Report on a Bill for ag Act
to Provide for the Protection of Plant Varieties, Establish a Plant Variety Protection Office for the
Promotion of Increased Staple Crop Productivity for smalf holder farmers i Nigeria; and for Related

N .Matters (HB. 68)", (Hon. Abubakar Hassan Fulaiq — Bz’mz’wa/Gur.i/Kirji—Kasamnm Federal
Constitmency). - :

Yos

Agreed to. @

_ Question that the House do resolve into the Commirtee of the Whole to consider the Report — Agreed
to. ‘ ‘ '

i - 4

(HOUSE IN COMMITTEE)

(Mr Depury Speaker in the Chair)
‘A BILL FOR AN ACT FOR THE PROTECTION OF PLANT VARIETIES,

TO ENCOURAGE INVESTMENT IN PLANT BREEDING AND CROP VARIETY
"DEVELOPMENT, TO ESTABLISH A PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION QFFICE
FOR THE PROMOTION OF INCREASE STAPLE CROP PRODUCTIVITY FOR
SMALLHOLDER FARMERS IN NIGERTA; AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

. PART I -— PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS
Clause 1: . Objectives. v
The objectives of this Bill are to- . _
A{a) promote increased staple crop productivity for smallholder farmers in
Nigeria and encourage investment in plant breeding and crop variety
- development; ‘

S

- (&) - promote increased mutual accountability in the seed sectér; and

(c) | ._p'rotect new varieties of plants (Hon. Babagida Ibrahim — Malunzﬁzshi/[{afg{
Federal Gonstituency). =

Question that Clause 1 stands part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Clanse 2: Application,
T This Bill applies to: : ,
(a) a breedef® and 7 ) .,

(b) any plant genera and species (Hon. Babagida Ibrahim — Malumfashi/Kafur
Federal Constituency).

Quiestion that Clause 2 Stc;'nds‘parl Of the Bill — Agreed to.

'Y
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PART II — PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION OFFICE
Clause 3: " Establishment of Plant Variety Protection Office.
There is established the Plant Variety Protection Office (in this’ B111 referred to as
"the Office™ which shail be domiciled in the Natiomral Agricultural Secds‘Counml

(Hon. Babagida Ibrahim — Malumfashi/Kafur Federal Constituency).

Question thar Clause 3 stands part of the Bill — Agreed io.

Clause 4: Appointment of Registrar.
(1) The Director General shall appoint a Registrar and a Deputy Registrar for

. the Office subject to confirmation by the Board.

(2) The Registrar and the Deputy Registrar shall have at least a Masters Degree
in plant breeding, seed science, agronomy or in- related fields with a

minimum of seven years cognate experience and shall perform the functions

assigned to them by the Director General.

(3) The Registrar shall appoint such other grades of assistants as he may
consider necessary for the enforcement of the provisions of this Bill.

{4) The Registrar shall be responsible for. the day-to-day management and
administration of the Office and answerable to the Director General (Hon.
Babagida Ibrahim — Malumfashi/Kafur Federal Constituency).

Amendment Proposed:
Clause 4; -

In Clause 4 (1), line |, immediately after the word “The”, leave out the words “Director-General”,
and insert the word “Board™ (Hon. Babagida Ibrahim — Malumfashi/Kafur Federal Constiiuency).

Question that the amémdment be made — Agreed to.
Deferred consideration on Clauses 4 (2) - 57.
Chairman to report progress.

(HOUSE IN PLENARY)
Mr Deputy Speakez in the L hair, reported that the House in Committee of the Whole comsidered the
Report on a Bill for an Act to Provide for the Proteciion of Plant Varieties. Establish a Plant Variety
Protection Office for the Promotion of Increased Staple Crop Productivity for small holder farmers

in Nigeria; and for Related Matters {HB. 68} and approved Clauses | - 3, approved Clause 4 (1) as
amended, and deferred further con51derat10n

Question that the House do adopt the Report of the Committee of the Whole — Agreed to.

Adjournment
Thar the House do adjourn till Thursday, 3 December, 2020 at 11.00 a.m. (Hon Ali Muhammed

Wudil — Wudil/Garko Federal Constituency).

The House adjourned accordingly at 3.49 p.m.

Femi Hakeem Gbajabiamila
‘ Speaker
{-J

R




