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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

Thursday, 10 December, 2020

1. The House met at 11:18 a.m. Mr Speaker réad the Prayers

2. The House recited the National Plédge

3. Votes 2nd Proceedings .
Mr Speaker announced that he had examined and approved the Votes and Proceedings of Wednesday,
9 December, 2020. - -

The Votes and Proceedings was adopted by unanimous consent.

4. Announcement ' :
(D) Conference Committee on the 2021 - 2023 Medium Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF)
and Fiscal Strategy Paper (FSP):
Mr Speaker announced the names of Members as follows:

{1 Hon. James Abiodun Faleke — Chairman
{2)  Hon. Saeed Abdullahi Musa — - Member
3y Hon. Taiwo Oluga : —  Member
{4) Hon. Obipna Chidoka - — Member
(5) -~ Hon. Edim Etta Mbora - — Member -
(6) Hon. Ahmed Ndakene — Member
(7) Hon. Bdwin Anayo - — - Member

{ii) Ad-hoce Committee on the Need to Review the Purchase, Use and Control of Arms, '.
Ammunition, and Related Hardware by M ilitary, Paramilitary and Other Law Enforcement

Agencies in Nigeria: ;
. Mr Speaker announced the names of Members as follows:
(D) Hon. Olaide Adewale S - Chairman
(2)  Hon. Komsol Longgap Alphonsus — Member
)] Hon. Tijani Kayode Ismail S — Member
4 Hon! AbuDan Bukari = - — Member
&) Hon. Torahim Almustapha Aliyu — . Member
(6)  Hon. Olusofa Steve Fatoba — Member .
7y Hon. Egberongbe Mufutau Adewale  — Member
(8) - Hon. Chike Okafor - : - — - Member
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%) Hon. Muda Lawal Umar — Member
(10)  Hon. Bede Eke - — Member
(11}  Horn. Samson Okwu - Member ‘.
(12)  Hon. Abdullahi Abubakar — . Member
(13) . Hon. Tajudeen Obasa 7 — Member
{14)  Hon. Tijjani Ahmed — Member
(15)  Hon. Egbona Alex _ —  Member’
(16)  Hor. Saidu Miga g — ' Member
(173" Hon. Thomas Ereyitomi = — Member
(18)  Hon. Samaila Suleiman . — Member
(19) . Hon. Koko Shehu =~ = —  Member
(20)  Hon. Kabiru Idris — Member
(21) Hon. Ja’afaru Ribadu — Member

5. Matter of Urgent Public Importance (Standmg Order Erght Rule 4)
Need to Monitor the Distribution of Post COVID-19 Pandemic Pallzatwes and Other Measures to
Cushion the Effects of COVID-19 Pandemic on Nigerians: - in
Hon. Dozie Ferdinand Nwankwo (szkoka/Dunukoﬁa/Anaocﬁa Federal Consnmency) introdueed the
‘matter and prayed the House to: ' -

(a)
()

con51der and approve the matter as one of urgent public importance;‘ and

suspend Order Eight, Rule 4 (3) to allow debate orr the matter forththh

Quesnon that the matter be conszder‘éd as one of urgem‘ public zmportance -— Agreed to.

‘Question that the House do suspend Order,Ezghr, Rule 4 (3) to enable It debare the .marze'r Jorthwith,

— Agreed to.

2

Need to Monitor the Distribution of Post COVID-19 Pandemic Palhatwes and Other Measures
to Cushion the Effects of COVID-19 Pandemrc on Nigerians: :

The Hoﬁ‘ser: T _ ) -

AN
v

~ Aware of the devastation of the COVID ,19 Pandemlc on ngerlan economy and her citizens and
- series of efforts and measures adopted by the. Exeeutlve to cushron the effects of the income loss due
to the pandemm :

Conscious of the intentions of the Executive to stlmulate the growth and survrval of the economy and
the citizens' livelihood both in Ihe private and the pubhc sector e.g

Central Bank of: ngerla ﬁSObn now mereased to N‘300bn°cred1t fae1hty stlmulus package 5
for households and micro and.small enterprises. (Small busmess can, get- NZSm while -

" households can get N3m eachy, - .. C L T \;{:.

‘One-time payment of. N3O OOO each to 3“30 000 ar‘osans and transporters under MlCI‘O Smalz
* and Medium Enterprlses Survival Fund. (9 009 beneflcrarles per State for transporters and -

4504art1sans), T

" NlOObn mterventlon in healthcare 1oans to pharmaceutrcai eompames/practmoners

Hltr il loans to boost local manufacmrers and product1on across crrtlcal sectors,-

= 'd"'-

Commencement of a 3months repaymeﬂt moratormm fo be grven to all TraﬂerMom N
MarketMom and FarmerMom loans and others T R
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Worried thatas many as the programmes are, and as much funds that have already been deployed irito s
‘the programmes, complaints abound nationwide by teeming Nigerian citizens who have not feli the

impact of the cushioning méasures. This means that the programimes are yet to get to the grassroots
across the federation;

Concerned that the #ENDSARS protests revealed that some palliatives meant for distribution 10 the
public tong before now were still being kept in warehouses across the States while Nigerian citizens
are still very hungry and wallowing in penury. Evidently, there are doubts and suspicions in the
" minds of citizens that these palliatives and 1n[ervennon measures will end up-being hijacked or
diverted to petsonal uses; < P
Dzsrurbed that there is insufficient information about the palhatwes and other intervention measures ¢
employed by government which left the citizens with no option than to Believe that the whole exercise,”
 lacked transparency in distribution. Many citizens are as at today, not aware of the availability of
such stimulating and intervention measures, whereas others who are aware, are not comfortable w1th
some of the conditions and terms; .
N Cogmzanr thaf the ugly effects of COVID 19 Pandemic are still bltmg hard on the Nigerian cmzeus
~ ineluding civil servants as normalcy isJyet to return, meaning that things like pnces of commodities
“and. supply chains are not yet back to pre;pandemic rates;

Resolves ro:

s {iy- - urgethe Executive Arm of Government to urgently review and introduce extra measures o
: display more transparency in the post Covid-19 pandermc programmes aImed at cushioning
the effects of the pandenruc on Nigenans

{ii) -also urge the. Executlve Arm of Government to employ more robust pubhen‘y of the
programmes to create more aWareness as well as make the Tequirements ea31er to meet;

(zify . call on the Executive Arm of Government to expand the criteria for selection of would be
Lo beneﬁmanes of the programimes to acconnnodate more people; and :

(i) set up an: Ad hoc Committee or any other relevant Comnnttee to liaise with the relevant
- gaovernment agehcies charged with the respon31b111ty of distribution of such intervention
measurés to ensure wide-spread distribution to the grassroots across the federation and report -
_back within six (6) weeks (Hon Dozie F erdinand Nwankwo — Mzkoka/Anaocha /Dunukoﬁa :
Federal Conszztuency) : E
Debate o,
Amendment Proposed - #

* Leave our Rrayer {iv), and insert a new Prayer (v) as follows
mandate the Ad-hoc Committee on COVID-19 Pandemic to liaise w1th the relevant government
agenr:les charged with the responsibility of distribution of such intervention measures 1o ensure
wide-spread distribution to the grassroots across the federation and report back within six (6) weeks

(Hon. Doz,ﬁze Ferdmand Nwankwo — Mlkoka/Anaocha /Dunukoﬁa Federal Constitiency). -

Quesrwn that the amendment be made — Agreed to.

: Quesnon on the Morzon as: amended Agreed to.
S . :

o
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The House:

to the pandemic;

Conscious of the intentions of the Executi\{e;,to'st'imulate the growth and survival of the economy and
the citizens' livetirood both in the private and the public sector, ¢.g. K '

. Central Bank of N igeria N50bn, now increased to N300bn credit facility stimulus package

for households and micro and small enterprises, (Small business can get W25m while
households can get 43m each),

. One-time payment of }30,000 each to 330,000 artisans and transporters under Micro Smali
and Medium Enterprises Survival Fund. (9.009 beneficiaries per State for transporters and

4,504 artisans),

. k4 - . .
» #100bn intervention in healthcare loans to pharmaceutical Companies/practitioners, -
. Hlir in loans to boost local manufacturers and production across critical sectors,
. Commencement of a 3months repayment moratorium to he given to all TraderMoni,

MarketMoni and FarmerMeoni loans and others:

Worried that asmany as the programmes are, and as much funds that have already been deployed into

impact of tlie cushioning measures. Thig means that the programmes are Yetto get to the grassroots
across the federation; : : : ’

Concerned that the /ENDSARS protests revealed that some paliiatives meant for distribution to the
public long before now were still being kept in warehouses across the States while N igerian citizens
ar¢ still very hungry and wallowing in penury. Evidently, there are doubts and suspicions in the
minds of citizens that these palliatives ‘and intervention measures will end up being hijacked or

diverted to personal uses;

and supply chains are not yet back to pre-pandemic rates;

Resolved to: : S ; _
(1) urge the Executive Arm of Governiment to urgently review and introduce exira measures o
display more iransparency in the post Covid-19 pandemic programmes ajined at cushioning
the effects of the pandemic on Nigerians:- T ' '

{if) also urge the Executive Arm of Government to employ more robust publibity'of the
Programmes to create more awareness as well as make the requirements easier to meet;

(i)« ‘call on the Executive Arm of Government to expand the criteria for selection of would-be

beneficiaries of the programises to accommodate more people; and
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‘Agreed to.

Pals

{Iv) mandate the Ad-hoc Committee on OO 'iD-19 - Pandemic to liaise with the relevan:
governmeni agencles charged with the r..ponsibility of distribution of such intervention
measures to ensure wide-spread distribution to the grassroots across the federation afd report
back within six (6) weeks (HR. 90/12/2020). '

- Privilege (01 der Six, Rule 2) -
" Hon. Bob Solomon (4 noada East/Abua/Odual Federal Constituency), drew the attent'on of the House

t0 the news in the print and electronic media that Mr President has declined to honour the invitation
to brief the House on the security situation in the country as contained in its resolution of Tuesday,
1 December, 2020. He considered that as a breach of his privilege and that of the House and noied
that the integrity of the House is at stake. He urged Mr Speaker to address the House on the issue.

Mr Speaker noted the concern and stated that the House will await official communicarion from Mr

President.

Presentation of Reports :

() Commitiees on Finance, North-East Development Commission, and Public Procurement:
Motion made and Question proposed, “That the House do receive the Report of the
Commitiees on Finance, North-East Development Commission, and Public Procurement oo "
[nvestigation of the Alleged Misappropriation of the One Hundred Billion Nawa
(:100,000,000,000.00) only in the North-East Development Commission™ (Fion. James
Abiodun Faleke — Ikeja I'ederal Consiituency).

Agreed to.
Reporf laid.

{ir) Committee onn Public Pefitions:
Report of the Petition by I B. Ahmad and Co.:
Motion made and Question proposed, “That the House do receive the Report of the
Committee on Public Petitions on the Petition by I B. Ahmad and Co against the Nigeria
Police Force (NPY) on the Non—Payment of the Entitlement and Benefit of Late Cpl. Olajide
Adewale, Force No. 64226 to his Family an Appeal for urgent Intervention™ (Hon. Jerry
Alagbaoso — Orlu/Orsu/Ori Eag;'ﬁedeml Constituency).

o

Report laid.

(iity - Committee on Public Petifions:
Report of the Petition by Bankole Olawale:
Motion made and . Question. proposed, -“That the House do receive the Report of th
Committee ‘on Public Petitions on the Petition by Bankole Olawale against the Nano&al
Council for Arts and Culture (NCAC}” (Hon. Jerry Alagbaoso — Orlu/Orsu/Oru East
Federal Constzzuency)

Agreed t0.

Report laid.
(iv) . Committee on Public Petitions: :
Report of the Petition by Arewa R. Olufemi:
- Motion made and Question proposed, “That the House do. receive . the Report of the,
‘Comunitice on Public Petitions on the Petition by Arewa R. Olufemi against the Federal Road
" Safety Commission on dismissal from Service (FRSC)” (Hon. Jerry Alaghaoso —
Orlu/Orsu/Oru=East Federal Constituency}. :
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Agreed to.

" Report laid.

A Bill foran Act m Amend the Capital Gains Tax Act, Cemvamm Income Tax Act, Personul
income Tax Act, Tordary Fducation Truz,t Fund (Establishment) Act, Customs and Excise
Turilf, Ete. Conscidated) Act, Value Added Tax Act, Federal Inland Revenue Services
(Tstablishment) A«t, Nigerian Export Processing Zone Act, Oil and Gas Export Free Zone Act,

" Fiscal Respensibility Act, Companies and Allied Matters Act, 2020, Public Procurement Act,

in order to make further Provisions in Couneuwn with the Federal Government Financial
Management, Public Revemie; and fer Related Matters (HB. 1];39} —-Second Reading
Motion made agd Question praposed, “That a Bill for an Act to Amend the Capital Gains Tax Act,
Companies I[ncome Tax Act, Personal Income Tax Act, Tertiary Education Trust Fund
(Establishment) Act. Customs and Excise Tariff, Etc. Consolidated} Act, Value Added Tax Act.
Federal Inland Revenue Services (Establishment) Act, Nigerian Export Processing Zone Act, Oil and
Gas Export Free Zone Act, Fiscal Responsibility Act, Companies and Allied Matters Act, 2020,
Public Procuremen: Act, in order to make further Provisions in Connection with the Federal
Government Financial Management, Public Revenue; and for Related Matters (HB. 1139) be read
a Second Time” (Hon. Garba Alhassan Ade — House Leader).

Debare.
Question that the Bill be nowread a Second Time — Agreed fo.

Bill read the Second Time,

Bill referred 10 the Committee on Finance.

A Bill for an Act to Alter Section 254 (f; (2} of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of

Nigeria, 1959 (as amended} to delete the entiré Provision on the ground that the Reflection of
the Evidence Act, the Criminal Procedure Act and the Crumnai Procedure Code in this
Provision is Superfiueus, and for Related Matters (HB. 1063} — Second Reading

Order read; deferred by ieave of the House.

A Bill for an Act to Alter the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 to set time
within which Civil and Criminal Causes apd Matters are Heard and Determined at Trials and
Appeliate Courts in order to eliminate unnecessary delay in Justice Administration apd
Delivery; and for Related Matters (HB. 1056) — Second Reading

Moiion made and Question proposed, “That a Bill for an Act to Alter the Consutut:on of the Ftderql

Republic of Nigeria, 1999 to set time within which Civil and Criminal Causes and Matters are Heard "

and Determined at Trials and Appellate Courts in order to eliminate unnecessary delay in Justice
Administration and Delivery; and for Related Matters (HB. 1056) be read a Second Time™ (Hon.
Onofiok Luke — Etinan/Nsit Ibom/Nsit Ubtum Federal Constituency and 7 others).

Debate.

Question thai the Bill be now read a Second Time -- Agreed t0.

Bill read the Sezond Time.

Bill réferred 10 the Special Ad-hoc Committee on Constitytion Review..

Ve - . -
R
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A Bill for an Act to Alter the Comstitution of the Federal Republic of Migeria, 1999 (as
amended) te Provide that the Federal and Statrs Governments shall have Concurrent Legisla
Anthority on Railway; and for Related Ma s (HB. 1070) — Second Reading

Motion made and Question proposed, “Thata Bill for an Act {o Alter the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended) to Provide that the Federal and States Governments shal
have Concurrent Legislative Authority on Railway; and for Related Matters (HB. 1070) be read a
Second Time” (Hon. Babajimi Benson — Ikorodu Federai Constituency).

five

Debate.

Question that ithe Bill be now read a Second Time — Agreed to.

Bill ijead the Seco;ad Time.

- Bill referred 1o the Special Ad-hoc Commuitice on Constitution Review.

A Bill for an Act to Establish the Institute of Strategic Management of Nigeria charged with the
duty of among others, determining what Standards of knowledge and Skills are to be Atiaived
by Persons seeking to become Members of the Institute; and for Related Matters (HB. 1024}
— Second Reading

Motion made and Question proposed, “That a Bill for a_n‘ Act'to Establish the Institute of Strategic

. Management of Nigeria charged with the duty of among others, determining what Standards of

knowledge and Skills are to be Attained by Persons seeking to become Members of the Institute; and

* for Related Matters (HB. 1024) be read a Second Time” (Hon. Chinyere Emmanuel Igwe — Port

Harcourt 11 Federal Constituency).

. . ’ 5
.. Debare. : o ‘ .

Question that the Bill be now read a Second Time — Agreed jo.

Bill read the Second Time.

Bill referred io the Comumnitiee on Commerdé.

Need for Construction of Thunbo-Itaegbe-Oniro-Ipokia Road

Motion made and Question proposed.

The House:

Notes that Thunbo-ltaegbe-Oniro-Ipokia road is a 35km major roufe in Ipokia ‘\l_iocal Governmen!
Area of Ogun State and the people are predominantly farmers through which they earn thei
livelihood; : ' : ‘ Lo

Aware that road infrastructure helps farmers to transport their agricultural products within the Stal

and to other States as well as access essential services,
Worried that the deplorable state of the Toad has paralyzed socio-economic activities of the area a
some portions of the road have completely been cut-off, thereby making it impossible for vehicle

to ply;

Concerned that the continuous n‘ég-leét of the road over a long period has left it in a state of disrepai

and poses a-major Tisk to Commuters as well as commiutiity dweliers in the surrounding areas;

. Cognizant that, prompt reconstruction of the road will boost socio~ec0non’"1ic,_ajgtivities as well &

reduce the rate of: ai;cidents and crimes in the area;
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Resolves ro:

() urge the Federal Ministry of Works and Housing to make provisions in the 2021 bhudget
estimates for the reconstruction of Ihunbo-Ttaegbe-Oniro-Ipokia road:

(i) mandate the Conunittees on Works, and Appropriations to ensure compliance {Hon.
Kolawole Lawal Wasiu — Egbado South/Ipokia Federal Constinuency).

(HR. 91/12/2020;.

Motion referred 1o the Committees on Works, and Appropriations, pursuant to Order Eight, Rule
9 (5). o - .

14, Need-to Investigate the Corporate Governance of the Nigerian Communications Commission
to Protect the Interests of Subscribers : :

Order read; deferred by leave of the House. _ ,

T . o N - X

15. 'Need to Combat the Rising Cases of Insecurity in Lame—Burra Game Reserve in Toro chal
' Government Area, Bauchi State - ' ' :

Motion made and Question proposed:
The House:

Notes that Lame-Burra Game Reserve, located in Lame District in Toro Local Governiment Area of
- Bauchi State, was established through a proctamation of the Federal Government in 1972 and Just like
the Yankari Game Reserve, it inhabits rare species of birds, monkeys and other wild_ar_limals;

Concerned that the Game Reserve has become a haven for insurgents, bandits, armed robbers,

kidnappers, caitle rustlers and all other criminal elements who have converted the Reserve to their

operational base as insur!gents and bandits relocating from Zamfara State and other.parts of the: |
. couniry seem 1o be regrouping in the Reserve; .

Worr;ied that most Game Reserves, Forests and Wild Life Parks within N igeria such as Palgore Game

reserve in Kano State, Kudaru Forest in Lere-Kaduna State, Zurok Forest in Plateau State, Pandam

Wild Life Park in Plateau State, Nabardo in Toro-Bauchi-State, Jengre in Plateau Staté and Igabi in

Kaduna State share similar security thieats-as the Lame—*B_urga Game Reserve: : : '

¥
P

\

|

|

|
Cognizant of the need to combat the rising cases of'ihsedu,‘rity- in Lame-Burra Game Reserve in Toro . —
Local Government Area: ) S . S '

— e —

Resolves to: .

(@ “Arge the Chief of Defence Staff, the Chief of Army Staff, the Inspector General of Police and  + it :

~ other Security Agencies to investigate the rising cases of insecurity in Lame-Butra Game =~ - -

e Reserve, Pal gore Game Reserve, Kudaru Forest, Zurok Fore-si,rPandam Wild Life Park,”
\\\ Jengere, Igabi and Nabardo ‘with.a view t0 prosecuting the crimin_a}sloperating' the'r_cin and

R _\\\improving security in the area®

~ —
* - R

- . iy urge the Executive Arm of Govérnment to establiSh sécurity formations within Lame-Burra ~ .
. .. - Gdme Reserve, Palgore- Game Reserve, Kudaru Forest: Zurok Forest, Pandam Wild Life -
- . Y Park, Jengre, Igabi and Nabardo; =+ v 1 . L e T

i}y alsourge the Executive Arm of Government to provide infraisti?ﬁ%yi*e like-roads, glectricity . -
3 and institutes in the Gare Reserves with a.view.to boosting their tourism potentials: - IR
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(iv)  mandate the Committee on Legislative Compliance to ensure compliance (Hon. Muda Lawal
Umar — Toro Federal Constituency and 1 other).

Debate.
Agreed to. -

(HR. 92/12/2020).

Need for Banks to Adopt Non-Interest Banking (NIB) System to Stimulate ithe Economy:
Motion made and Question proposed:

The House:

Notes th. 1 non-interest banking, also known as Profit and Loss Sharing (PLS) banking system
prohibits e payment of interest in all ramifications and then adopts the principle of profit and loss
sharing between the parties; ‘

Also notes that under non-interest banking, hoth the investor and the enfrepreneur are ‘seen as
partners, thus when profit or losses are made, same is shared according to the formula thart reflects
their Jevel of financial participation;

Further notes that non-interest banking encourages asset banking as financial transactions are tied to
tangible assets iike real estate invesfment or invesfment on gold, which usually appreciates over time
and does not depreciate; ' :

Concerned that conventional banking is an interest-based system whose relationship with their
customer is that of creditor and borrower, where intetest is fixed in advance and risk or loss is only
incurred by the borrower;

Also concerned that a large number of Nigeridns, especially those from the Nosthern past of the
country, do not ake i0ans with interest due to religious concerns, which thus short changes them
from benefiting from Federal Government policies and stimulus packages and 18 constituting one of

the miajor reasons for the slow economic growih of the regioil;

Further concerned that Nigeria's lending rate, in conventional banking, is one of the highest in the

~ world, and creates serious hardship, particulatly on low—-income earners, most especially in this

period of the COVID-19 Pandemic;

Disturbed that with higher interest rates, interest payments on credit cards and loans are mote
expensive, consequently discouraging people from borrowing and spending with the attendant
decrease in consumption; - :

Cognizant that the Central Bank of Nigeria, which is the apex re:gulatory body for banks and other
financial institutions has not done enough in encouraging non-interest banking which would provide

another palliative measure in this season of COVID-19 Pandemic;

" Also cognizant that few corumercial banks that embracéd'nbn—interest banking have made profits with

dhigh returns to the investors and at the same time, created better opportunities for access to funds for
business purposes with.very low risk; - -
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- the major reasons for the slow economic growth of the region;

Resolves to: -

() urge the Federal Ministries of Finance, Agricuiture and Rural Development, and Industry.

Trade and Investment to.provide a deliberate policy that wiil enicourage the Bank of Industry
{BOD), the Bank of Agriculture (BOA), Nigeria Incentive-Based Risk Sharing system for
Agricultural Lending {(NIRSAL) Micro Finance Banks and other Government owrned
Financial Institutions to provide non-interest banking to their custorners; - .

(i) urge the Central Bank of Niéeria"(CBN) toreview its current policy on non interest banking
and direct Federal Government Development Banks and Commercial Banks to integrate same
into their systems; and ' ‘

-

-{iii) further urge the Central Bank of Nigeria to review its policy on non-interest banking ro allow

Commercial Banks carry it out as a product rather than having to acquire a separate license™
for non-interest banking as is obtainable currently;- . i '

(v)  randate the Committee on Banking and Currency to ensuze compliance (Hon. Kabir Ibrahim
- Tukura — Fakai/Zuru/Sakaba/Danko- Wasagu Federal Constituency). -

Debate. o T

Amendment Proposed: . .

Leave our all the Prayers, and inserr a new Prayer as follows: ; - _
“Mandate the Committee on Banking and Currency to" investigate the non-interest bahkirig"
programmes and report back within eight (8) weeks” (Hon. Ndidi Elumely — Aniocha/Oshimili
Federal Constituency). : ‘ SR S :

Question that the amendment be made — Agreed to. B e -

Question on.the Motion as amended — Agreed to.

The House:. o S T
Noted that non-interest banking-, also kfnovz}h ‘as Profit and Loés Sharing (P_L(_S)'banl_(ing system
prohibits the payment of interest'in all ramifications and then adopts the principle of profit and loss

sharing between the parties;

Also noted that under noﬁ—inte_rest banking, both the investor and the entrepreneur are seen as
parmers, thus when profit or losses are made; same is shared according to the formula that reflects
their level of financial participation; ' - -

]

Further noted that non-interest banking encourages asset banking as financial transactions are tied to
tangible assets [ike real estate investinent or investment om gold, which usually appreciates over time
and-does not depreciate; ‘ . o o -

[

Concerned that conventiorial banking is an interest-based system whose relationship with their
customer is that of creditor and borrower, where interest is fixed in advance and risk or loss is only .

- Incurred by the borrower: SR , o

Also conterned that a léf'f'ge- number of Nigerians, %éspéciall'y those from the Northern'“ part of the
country, do not take loans with interest due to religious conterns,. which thus short changes them
from benefiting from Federal Government policies and stimulus packages and is.constituting one of

2]

& :‘} +

B o
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Further concerned that Nigeria's lending rate, In conventional banking, is one of the highest in the
world, and creates serious hardship, particularly on low-income earners, most especially in this

period of the COVID-19 Pandemic;

Disturbed that with higher interest rates, interest payments on credit cards and ioans are more
expensive, consequently discouraging people from borrowing and spending with the attendant

decrease in consumption:

Cognizan: that the Central Bank of Nigeria, which is the apex regulatory hody for banks and other
financial institutions has not done enough in encouraging non-interest banking which would provide
another palliative measure in this season of COVID-19 Pandemic;

* Also cogn’zant that few commercial banks that embraced non-interest banking have made profits with
high retur 15 o the investors and at the same time, created better opportunities for access to funds for

_ business | rposes with very low risk;

Resolved 1o

Mandate the Committee on Banking and Currency to investigate the non-Interest banking programmes

and report back within eight (8) weeks (HR. 03/12/2020).

17. Need to Curb_the Rising Incidences of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) Related Explosions

Nationwide
Motion made and Question proposed:.

The House:

Notes that on 4 January, 2020, a gas explosion along Kaéhig
of Kaduna State claimed about 8 lives, including that of the

Road in Chikun Local Government Area
Director—General of the Nigeria Atomic

Energy Commission (NAEC) who was reported to lave gone to a nearby barber’s shop located within

the premises of the retail gas guilet when the incident occu

a

which claimed the lives of 2 children and left about 23
esulting in the destruction of properties worth millions of

rred;

‘ S '
Also notes another gas explosion on 28 November, 2019 in Ajegunle, Apapa Area of Lagos State

persons with varying degrees of burns
naira;

Further notes another gas cylinder explosion in October 2019, at Four Polts by Sheraton Hotel in
Victoria Isiand, Lagos leaving 3 persons seriously injured, with cars and nearby properties destroyed:

Worried that stakeholders in the Liquetied Petroleumi Gas (LPG) value chain often point at the failure
to enforce standards, failure o clamp down on violators and fallure to prevent siting of gas stations

and refill outlets in residential areas by regulatory bodies,

mcluding the Department.of Petroleum

Resources {DPR) and the Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON), as being responsible for the rise

in cooking gas explosions in the country;

Also werried by accusations, counter accusations and’ claims among regulatory agencies and

‘gtakeholders on the cause(s) of gas explosions nationwid

e, for instance the DPR and Liquefied

- Petroleum Gas Retailers Association (LBGAR), a branch of NUPENG were at loggerheads over the
cause(s) of the January 2020 explosion in Kaduna, a case where the DPR claimed that the explosion
- was as a result of decanting (transfer) of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) into another cylinder by

okygen gases and not LPG, as widely circulated;

pperators of the facitity, while LPGAR claimed that the d_isaSter was as a result of acetylene and
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Again notes that the DPR, which is responsible for regulating gas activities and ensuring compliance
with Health, Safety and Environmenta] (HSE) Standards in the sector, Tias consistently warned against
siting gas stations in residential areas and unauthorized places, yet the number of unauthorized £as
plants keeps ncreasing on an annual basis and as part of its enforcement procedures, the DPR sealed
a total of 40 gas planis in December 2019 in Akwa Ibom State over unsafe practices:;

Cognizans that the Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON) established standards for £as cylinders
in Nigeria (NIS587) which among others specifies a [ 5-year life cycle for gas cylinders and provides
for every gas cylinder to £o through mandatory re-qualification process ¢very 5 years, but there are
no facilities for re-qualification, certification and re-certification of gas cylinders in N igeria;

Also cognizant that in order 1o curb the domestic production and importation of subsrandard and fake
gas cylinders, the then Director-General of Standards Organisation of Nigeria -Dr | 0seph Odumodu,
in 2014, assured Nigerians of the implementation of a new policy on the ownership of gas cylinders:

Disturbed that six (6) years after the conception of the policy, the Federal Governmen is vet to
commence the implementation of the new policy on ownership of cylinders in Nigeria while the
production and importation of fake and sub-standard cylinders. continue unabated while lives have
been Iost to the same problem which the proposed policy would have solved;

Believes that in line with the provisions of Section 14 (2Y (b) of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended), government needs to take more appropriate steps to protect
Nigerians from avoidable deaths by adopting relevant practices obtainable in other climes, especially
i effectively monitoring the validity of LPG cylinders;

Resolves ro:

(7) call on users of LPG, to procure and install both aciive fire extinguishers and gas leakage.
detectors in their homes as part of safe ways of using same; :

(if) urge the StalldardérOrganizatipn of Nigeria (SON), the Department of Petroleum Resources

lives; and

{iii) mandate the Committées op Petroleum Resources (Downstream), and Commerce ta

lnvestigate the cause(s) of -explosions of gas cylinders at LPG plants in order o find
permanent and sustainable solutions which will save lives while encouraging safe use of
LPG, and report back within six (6) weeks for further Legislative action (Hon. Benjamin
Okezie Kalu — Bende Federal Constituency). ‘

Debate.

Amendments Proposed:
(D In Prayer (iii), immediately after the word “Commerce”, insert the words “Gas Resources” -
(Hon. Kabiry Idris — Kura/Madobi/Garun Malam Federal Constituency).

Question that the amendment e made — Agreed to.

(if) Leave our Prayer (iif), and insert a new Prayer (z'if) as follows:

“mandate the Committees on Gas Resources, and Commerc‘:é_ to"investigate the cause(s) of |

explosions of gas cylinders at LPG plants in ordqr to find permanent and sustainable solutions
which will save lives while encouraging safe use of LPG, and repart back within six {6)
weeks” (Hon. Chinyere Igwe Emmarzuef ~— Port Harcourt IT Federal Constituency).

.

Question that the amendmeny be made — Agreed to. ‘ - , ~

L]

Lis

e
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Question on the Motion as amended — Agreed fo.

The House:

- Noted thaton 4 January, 2020, a gas explosion along Kachia Road in Chikun Iocal Government Area

of Kaduna State claimed about 8 lives, including that of the Director-Genreral of the Nigeria Atomic

~ Energy Commission (NAEC) who was reported to have gone to a nearby barber's shop located within
* the premises of the retail gas outlet when the incident occurred;

- Also noted another gas explosion on 28 November, 2019 in Ajegunle, Apapa Area of Lagos Staie
" Which claimed the lives of 2 children and left about 23 persons with varying degrees of burns
resulting in the destructior: of properties worth millions of naira; '

Further :2oted another gas cylinder explosion in October 2019, at Four Points by Sheraton Hotel o
Victoria island, Lagos leaving 3 persons seriously injured, with cars and nearby properties destroved:

Worried that stakeholders in the Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) value chain often point at the failure
to enforce standards, failure to clamp down on violators and failure to prevent siting of gas stations
-and refill outlets in residential areas by regulatory bodies, including the Department of Petroleum
Resources (DPR) and the Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON), as being responsible for the rise
in cooking gas explosions in the country;

Also worried by accusations, counter accusations and claims among regulatory agencies and
stakeholders on the cause(s) of gas explosions nationwide, for instance the DPR and Liguefied
‘Petroleum Gas Retailers Association (LPGAR), a branch of NUPENG were at loggerheads over the
cause(s) of the January 2020 explosion in Kaduna, a case where the DPR claimed that the explosion
~was as a result of decanting (transfer) of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) into another cylinder by
‘operatdrs of the facility, while LPGAR claimed that the disaster was as a result of acetylene and
oxygen:gases and not LPU, as widely circulated:; '

Again noted that the DPR, which is responsible for reguiating gas activities and ensuring compliance
with Health, Safety and Environmental (HSE) Standards in the sector, has consistently warned against
siting gas stations in residential areas and unauthorized places, yet the number of unauthorized gas
plants keeps increasing on an annual basis and as part of its enforcement procedures, the DPR sealed
a total of 40 gas planis in December 2019 in Akwa Ibom State over unsafe practices; ’

Cognizant that the Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON) established standards for gas cylinders .

in Nigeria (NIS587) which among others specifies a 15--year life cycle for gas cylinders and provides ™ -

for every gas cylinder to go through mandatory re-qualification process every 5 years, but there-are
- no facilities for re-qualification, certification and re-certification of gas cylinders in Nigeria,

 Also cognizant that in'order to curb the domestic production and importation of substandard and fake
gas cylinders, the then Director—General of Standards Organisation of Nigeria, DrJ oseph Gdumodu,
in 2014, assured Nigerians. of the implementa_tion of a new policy on the ownership of gas cylinders; -

Disturbed that six (6) years after the conception of the policy, the Federal Government is yet 1o

commence the implementation of the new policy on ownership of cylinders in Nigeria while the

production and importation of fake and §UB~§tandard cylinders continue unabated while lives have
- been lost to the same problem which the propesed policy would have solved:;

Believed that in line with the provisions of Section 14 (2) (b) of the Constitution of the Federaj
Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended), government needs to take more appropriate steps to protect
Nigerians from avoidable deaths by adopting relevant practices obtainable in other climes, especially
in effectively monitoring the validity of 1.PG cylinders:
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T

Resolved to:

s

(D) call on users of LPG, to procuré and_inéta}l both active fire

extinguishers and gas ieakage

detectors in their homes as part of safe:ways df,‘;_gs;ing same; o

(@)  urgethe Standards Organization of Nigeria (SON), the Departmem_ of Petroleum Resources .
(DPR), the National Orientation Agency (NOA) and Mafketers"t_0=embark on aggressive but
consistent sensitization and awareness campaigns on safe ways ofusing gas cylinders to save
lives; and = o ‘

(i) mandaie the Committees on Gas’ Resources, and Conunei‘é;é to investigate the-case(s) of
“explosions of gas cylinders at LPG plants in order to find permanent and sustainable solutions
which will save lives while encouraging safe use of LPG, and report back within six (6) .
weeks (HR. 94/12/2020).
18. ' :Adjournment : : ' _
-That the House do adjourn il T) uesday, 15 December, 2020 ar'11.00 a.m. (Hon. Garba Alhassan
. & Ado — House Leader). - = ™ T : s .

The House adjourned accof&fi}igly. ar 1. lﬁpfn

Femi Hakeem Ghajabidmila
) Speaker



