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ORDER ONE
RULES FOR CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

1. (1) The Proceedings in the House of
Representatives and in all Committees of the
House shall be conducted in accordance with
these Standing Orders.

(2) 'n all cases not provided for
hereinafter, or by Sessional or other Orders,
precedents or practices of the House, the
House shall, by resolution, regulate its
procedure.

Business of
the House
conducted
according
to Standing
Orders.
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ORDER TWO
MEETING OF NEW PARLIAMENT

1. (1) Onthefirst day of the meeting ofa
new House of Representatives pursuant to the
Proclamation of the President, members-elect shall
assemble at the Chamber of the House of
Representatives atthe time so appointed.

(2) Members-elect having assembled, the
Clerk to the National Assembly shall conduct the
proceeding of this session of the House as
prescribed in the Standing Orders of the immediate
past House of Representatives as follows:

(a) Call the House to order,

(b) Read the proclamation for holding the
first session ofthe House;

(c} Proceed to roll call and confirm receipt of
Certificates of Return, acknowledgment of
Declaration of Assets and other requisite
documents of members-elect in alphabetical order
of States.

(3) After the roll call, but before their
swearing in, the Clerk to the National Assembly shall
preside over the election of the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker.

ELECTION OF PRESIDING OFFICERS

2. (1) The election of the Speaker shall LHm._xm
precedence over any other business and no motion
for adjournment or any other motion shall be
entertained while it is proceeding and the House
shall continue to meet, if necessary, beyond its
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ordinary daily time of adjournment, notwithstanding
any Standing or Special Order, until-a Speaker is
declared elected.

{2) A member-elect may, before taking the
Oaths prescribed in the Seventh Schedule to the
Constitution, take part in the elections of Speaker
and Deputy Speaker.

3. The election of Speaker shall be
conducted in the following manner:

(a) A Member-elect, addressing the Clerk,
shall propose another member-elect with legislative
experience as member of the National Assembly to
be Speaker and shall move that such member-
elect, “Do take the Chair as Speaker of the House of
Representatives®.

(b) A Member-elect when nominated and
seconded shall inform the House whether he
accepts or declines the nomination,

(c) The member-elect so nominated may
address the House for a maximum peried of 5
minutes for the purpese of (b) above.

{d) The Clerk shall, where the Nominee
accepts, then ask “Are there any further
nominations?”, and if there are no further
nominations, the Clerk shall say “| declare the
nominations closed”. The Clerk shall then declare
the member-elect so proposed and seconded,
elected as Speaker. Such member-elect shall be
conducted to the Chair by the proposer and
seconder of the motion, and shall take the chair of
the House as Speaker.

Election of
Speaker.

Nomination
of member-
elect.

Member-
elect informs
the House if
nomination
is accepted.

Procedure if
only one
member-
elect is
nominated,
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(e) If more than one Member-elect is
proposed as Speaker, the Clerk shall, after the
second nomination and after each subsequent
nomination, if any is made and seconded and
accepted or declined, ask: “Are there any further
nominations?”, and if there are no further
nominations, the Clerk shall say, “| declare the
nominations closed”.

(f) When two or more Members-elect are
nominated and seconded as Speaker and where the
two or more accept, the election shall be conducted
as follows:

(i) By electronic voting; or

(i} Voting by secret ballot which shall be
conducted by the Clerks-at-Table, using the list of
the Members-elect of the House, who shall each be
given a baliot paper to cast his vote, with the
proposer and seconder as Tellers.

(i) The Clerk of the House shall submit the
result of the voting to the Clerk to the National
Assembly who shall then declare the member-elect
who has received the highest number of votes as
Speaker-elect.

(g} When more than two Members-elect are
nominated and seconded to be Speaker and where
two or more accept, the division shall be conducted
in the manner prescribed in Rule 3 (f) herein and the
Member-elect who has received more than one-half
of the votes shall be the Speaker-elect. In the event
of no Member-elect having received more than one-
half of votes in the division, the name of the
candidate having the smallest number of votes shall
be excluded from subsequent divisions, a further
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division shall take place. This voting shall continue
until one candidate is declared as Speaker-elect by
such majority.

(h) In the event of an equality of votes, the
Clerk shall cause further voting to be held.

(I) At any time after the result of the first
voting is declared, but before the commencement of
a second or subsequent voting, a candidate may
withdraw his name from the election, which shall
then proceed as if such member-elect had not been
nominated. Whenever at any stage a withdrawal
leaves only one candidate remaining, such a
candidate shall, without further voting, be declared
as Speakerelect.

(j) During the election of the Speaker, there
shall be no debate, no point of order and no question
of privilege may be raised.

(k) All members-elect shall participate in the
elections of Speaker and Deputy Speaker.

4. The procedure for the election of the
Deputy Speaker shall be the same as that of the
Speaker.

5. The Speaker and Deputy Speaker shall
declare their assets and liabilities and subsequently
take and subscribe to the QOath of Allegiance and
Oath of Membership as prescribed in the
Constitution, before the Clerk o the National
Assembly.

6. Having been sworn in, the Speaker
renders his acknowledgment to the House for the
honour conferred upon him, and thereupon sits on
the chair and then the Mace (which hitherto lay on

Equality of
votes.
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withdraws
name.
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or question
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Voting.
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the lower bracket) shall be laid on the Upper bracket
ofthe Table.

7. Every member-elect shall, before taking
his seat, take and subscribe to the Oath/Affirmation
of Allegiance and Oath of Membership prescribed in

the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution, before the
Speaker.

8. Whenever a vacancy has oceurred in the
offices of Speaker or Deputy Speaker during a
session, the Clerk shall report same to the House at
its next sitting, and the House shall either farthwith,
or atits next sitting, proceed to the election of a new
Speaker or Deputy Speaker in the manner herein
before provided.

9. The proceedings and debates of the
House shall be conducted in English, and in Hausa
or Igbo or Yoruba when adequate arrangements
have been made thereto. A member Mmay however
present a petition in any other language if the
petition be accompanied by an English translation
certified to be correct by the member presenting the
petition.
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ORDER THREE
MEMBERS

1. Every member shall, at the
commencement of each Session, oras soon as
he has taken his seat, enter his name and
address, and also his address during the
Session, in a book to be kept by the Clerk of the
House.

2. A member going abroad must so
inform the Speaker, and must indicate the
purpose, the time of his stay abroad and his
whereabouts.

3. A member shall, to the best of his
ability, regularly attend the sittings of the House
and those of the Committees of which he is a
member

4. (1) A member shall resign his seat in
the House by writing to the Speaker which letter
shall be submitted personally by him to the
Speaker in the open session of the House on
the legislative day preceding the date of
resignation.

(2) The Speaker shall cause the letter to
be read by the Clerk as soan as it is received
and may allow a short debate on it. The letter
shall be published in the Votes and
Proceedings of the House.

Members to
leave
address
with the
Clerk.
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abroad.

Attendance
at Sittings.
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5. :.m Bm_,:cm_. is unable to submit his
letter o_". resignation personally to the Speaker
as herein before provided, he shall send it:

.Amv if in the country — through someone
authorised for this purpose in writing to the
Speaker;

(b) if abroad — through a diplomatic or
consular representative of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria;

the person authorised as stated in paragraph
(a), or the representative as stated in paragraph
:8_. shall verify the member's signature on the
resignation and mark on it the date of the
signature,

9

ORDER FOUR

QUORUM

1. (1) The quorum of the House shall be Quorum.

one-third of all the members of the House.

(2) If any member draws the attention of
the Speaker to the fact that a quorum of the
House is not present, or if, from the number of
members taking part in a division, including
those members who declined to vote, itappears
that a quorum is not constituted, the Speaker
shall cause members to be summoned as if for
a division. At the expiration of fifteen minutes
from such order, the Speaker shall count the
House and, if a quorum is not then constituted,
shall adjourn the House forthwith.

(3) If notice be taken in a Committee of
the Whole House that a quorum is not present,
the Chairman shall follow the course pursued
by the Speaker in accordance with paragraph
(2) of this Rule. If he ascertains that less than
one-third of all the members are present, the
Chairman shall léave the Chair, and the House
shall be resumed; whereupon the Speaker shall
count the House. If a quorum is then present,
the House shall again resolve itseif into
Committee but if a quorum is not present, the
Speaker shall adjourn the House forthwith.

(4) If, from the number of Members
taking part in a division, including those
members who declined to vote, itappears thata

Quorum in
Committee
of the
Whole,
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quorum is not constituted. the division shall be
invalid, the business then under consideration
shall stand over until the next sitting and the
Speaker shall count the House as provided in
paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Rule. if a quorum
is then constituted. the next business shali be
entered upon.

(3) In the event of a Joint sitting, the
quorum shall be One-Third of all the Members
ofthe National Assembly.
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ORDER FIVE
SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

1. (1) The Speaker shall allocate a seat

Seats of

to each member, provided that the Speaker Members.

may change the allocation from time to time.

(2) A member may only speak from the
seat allocated to him.

(3) A Member shall address the House
standing, except he is physically chalienged or
atthe discretion of the Presiding Officer.

2. (1) Whenever the House shall stand
adjourned to a date not fixed and it is
represented to the Speaker by the Leaders of
the Political Parties in the House that the House
shall meet on a certain day at a certain time, the
Speaker shall give notice accordingly and the
House shail meet on the date and at the time
stated in the notice.

(2) Whenever the House stands
adjourned either to a date fixed by Resolution or
the Rule of the House, and it is represented by
the Leaders of the Political Parties in the House
to the Speaker that the public interest requires
that the House should meet on an earlier or a
later date or time than that on which it stands
adjourned, the Speaker may give notice
accordingly, and the House shall meet on the
date and at the time stated in the notice.

Re-
assembly of
the House.




Sitting of
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(3) Whenever the Speaker shall have
given notice in accordance with either of the two
preceding paragraphs, the Clerk shall
communicate the terms of the notice to each
member.

(4) On Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, the House shall
sit at 10.00 a.m. and unless previously
adjourned, shall sit until 6.00 p.m, provided that
at 1.30 p.m. the Speaker may suspend the
sitting until 2.00 p.m.

(5) On Fridays, the House may meet at
9.00 a.m. and if not previously adjourned, may
sit until noon.

(6) Without prejudice to the above, the
House shall sit on such days as the Speaker,
having regard to the state of business of the
House, may from time to time direct.

(7) On the interruption of business, the
closure may be moved and if moved or if
proceedings under Order 9, Rule 7 (Closure of
Debates) be then in progress, the Speaker or
the Chairman shall not leave the Chair until the
questions consequent thereon and on any
further motion as provided in Order 9, Rule 7
(Closure of Debates) have been decided, even
though the divisions on such questions carry on
beyond the time appointed for the rising of the
House. In that event, immediately such
questions have been decided, or if in
Commitiee, as soon as the Chairman's report

T T AT
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has been received, the Speaker shall adjourn
the House without question put.

(8) Until the time appointed for the
termination of a sitting is reached, the House
shall not adjourn except in pursuance of a
resolution, the motion for which may be made
by the Leader of the House or any other
Member, as the Presiding Officer may direct.

(9) At the time appointed for the
termination of a sitting, the Speaker shall
adjourn the House without question put.

(10) On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, proceedings in pursuance of the
provisions of any Act may be entered upon or
continued after 6.00 p.m. and on any such day
such proceedings, if under discussion at 5.45
p.m. shall not be interrupted until they have
been disposed of, the Speaker shall not accept
any motion for the adjournment of the House
under paragraph (8) ofthe Rule.

(11) When all business referred to in
paragraph (8) of this Rule has been disposed
of, the Speaker shall then, if it be after 6.00 p.m,
adjourn the House without question being put.
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ORDER SIX
PRIVILEGES

1. (1) Privileges are the rights enjoyed by
the House collectively and by the members of
the House individually, conferred by the
L egislative Houses (Powers and _uzs._mmmmv
Act, Cap. L12, Laws of the _nmamﬁm:o.: of
Nigeria, 2004 and other Statutes, Practices,
Precedents, Usages and Customs.

(2) Whenever a matter of Uzs_m.@m
arises, it shall be taken into consideration
immediately.

(3) A Member raising a matter of
privilege shall draw the attention of the House
to the provision(s) of the Legislative Houses
(Powers and Privileges) Act and other Statutes
breached inrelation to him.

(4) In cases where adequate provision is
not made in these Sianding Orders, the House
shall by Resolution regulate its procedure on
privileges.

2. Any member may rise at any time to
speak upon a matter of privilege suddenly
arising, and he shall be prepared to move,
without notice, a motion declaring that a
contempt or breach of privilege has been
committed, or referring the matter to the
Committee on Ethics and Privileges, but if the
matter is raised in Committee of the Whole

15

House, the Chairman shall leave the Chair on
an order to report progress.

3. Amatter of privilege at any time arising shall,
untit disposed of, or until the debate on a motion
thereon is adjourned, suspend the
consideration and decision of every other
question: Provided that precedence over other
business shall not be given to any motjon if, in
the opinion 6fthe Speaker, a prima facie case of
breach of privilege has not been made out or
the matter has not been raised at the earliest
opportunity.

4. Any member complaining to the
House of a statement in a newspaper, book or
other publication as a breach of privilege shall
produce a copy ofthe newspaper, book or other
publication containing the statement in
question, and shall be prepared to give the
name of the printer or publisher. Provided that
no Member shall present a petition to the House
as a matter of privilege. ‘

5. (1) During a period when the House is
not sitting and is not expected to meet for a
further period of at least two weeks, a member
may bring to the attention of the Speaker a
matter of privilege which has arisen since the
House last met and which he proposes should
be referred to the Committee on Ethics and
Privileges. If the Speaker is satisfied that a
prima facie case of breach of privilege has been
made out and the matter is one upon which
urgent action should be taken, he shajl refer it

Procedure
on matter of
privilege.

Complaints
against
publications

Matter of
privilege
raised when
House is
not sitting.
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forthwith to the Committee on Ethics and
Privileges: Provided that any referral by the
Speaker in accordance with the foregoing
provisions of this Standing Orders shall be
reported to the House by the Speaker at its next
sitting, whereupon the member who raised the
matter shall be required to move forthwith,
without notice, that such referral be endorsed
by the House.

(2) If the motion is negatived, the
Committee on Ethics and Privileges shall take
no further action in respect of the matter.
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ORDER SEVEN

DUTIES AND FUNGTIONS OF
OFFIGERS OF THE HOUSE

1. (1) The Speaker shall take the Chair The
on every legislative day at the hour to which the Speaker.

House shall have adjourned at the last sitting or
so soon thereafter and immediately call the
members to order. The Speaker, having
examined the Votes and Proceedings ofthe last
day's sitting and approved the same shall
announce to the House his approval, and the
Speaker's approval shall be deemed to be
agreed to subject to a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker's approval on the demand of any
member, which vote, if decided in the
affirmative, shall not be subject to a motion to
reconsider. It shall be in order to offer one
motion that the Votes and Proceedings be read
only if the Speaker's approval of the Votes and-
Proceedings is not agreed to, and such motion
shall be detérmined without debate and shall
not be subject te a motion to reconsider.

(2) He shall preserve order and
decorum, and, in case of disturbances or
disorderly conduct in the galleries, or in the
lobby, may cause the same to be cleared.

(3) He shall have general control, except
as provided by Rule or law, of the Chamber of
the House, and of the corridors and passages.
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(4) He shall sign all acts, addresses, joint
Resolutions, writs, warrants, and subpoenas i (b) He shall have the powers {o review
issued by order of the House, and decide all the performance of Chairmen and Deputy
questions of order, subject to an appeal by any Chairmen of Committees, and remove them in
member, on which appeal no member shall consultation with the Principal Officers.
speak more than once, unless by permission of
the House orthe Speaker.

i

4= o o et

=

2. (1) Inthe absence of the Speaker, the Duties of
Deputy Speaker shall perform all the duties and Mﬁmw_mwwe
functions of the Speaker. . P '

et g,

(5) The Speaker shalil control the House
as stipulated in Order 9, Rule 5 (Relevancy in
Debate).

ek i g5

(2) The Deputy Speaker shall be the
Chairman of Committee of the Whole House,
save when the House goes into the Committee
of Supply or Ways and Means.

(6) Any question, proposed for decision
in the House shall be determined by the

R

required majority of the members present and
voting; and the Speaker or Chairman (if in .
OoBm:Emm of the b<<jo_mv shall cast a A<oﬁm_ , 3.{a) In the absence of the mvmmxm_,.m:o_ qu%mxmq
whenever necessary to avoid an equality of “ Deputy Speaker without any communications oo
votes but shall notvote in any other case. _ to the Clerk of the House within a period of three
. ! (3) consecuiive days or where both have either
(7} He shall interpretthe Rules. 4 been certified incapacitated by the Officer in-
, | charge of the Medical Department of the
(8) When there is an equality of votes, . National Assembly, such Member of the House
and the Speaker or the Chairman (in the | as the House may elect for that purpose, shall

Committee of the Whole) decides not to cast his _ “ preside. Such Member shall be known as
vote, the question shall pass in the negative and i “Speaker Pro-Tempore”.
the Speaker or the Chairman shall declare ! S

accordingly. . ! (b) A member addressing the Clerk shall z,mm%mmo:
: ; i of Speaker
(9) He shall receive all communications propose another Member with legislative Pro-

experience as Member of the National empore.
Assembly to be Speaker Pro-Tempore and

shall move that such member do take the Chair

as Speaker Pro-Tempore of the House of
Representatives.

(10) (a) He shall, in consultation with the
principal officers, appoint the Chairmen and
Deputy Chairmen of Committees from among

addressedtothe House. . ‘
]
m
the members on the Committee. !
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(c) A Member nominated and seconded
shall inform the House if he accepts or declines
the nomination.

(d) The Member so nominated may address the
House for a maximum period of 5 minutes for
the purpose of (¢} above.

(e) The Clerk shall then ask "Are there
any further nominations?", if there are no
further nominations, the Clerk shall say, "l
declare the nomination closed"”. The Clerk shall
then declare the member so proposed and
seconded elected as Speaker Pro-Tempore.
Such member shall be conducted to the Chair
by the proposer and seconder of the motion,
and shall take the Chair as Speaker Pro-
Tempore.

(f) If more than one member is proposed
as Speaker Pro-Tempore, the Clerk shall, after
the second nomination and after each
subsequent nomination, if any is made and
seconded, ask: "Are there any further
nominations?" And if there are no further
nominations, the Clerk shall say, "l declare the
nomination closed".

(g) When only two Members are
nominated and seconded as Speaker Pro-
Tempore and where_both accept, the election
shall be conducted as follows:

21
(i) by electronic voting or;

(i) voting by secret ballot which shall be
conducted by the Clerks-at-Table using the list
of the Members of the House, who shall each be
given a ballot paper to cast his vote, with 5@
proposers and seconders as Tellers.

(iii) The Clerk of the House shall submit
the result of the voting to the Clerk to the
National Assembly who shall then declare the
member who has received the highest number
of votes as Speaker Pro-Tempore elect.

(h) When more than two members are
nominated and seconded to be Speaker Pro-
Tempore, the division shall be conducted in the
manner prescribed in Order Seven, Rule 3 (g)
herein and the member who has received more

than one-half of the votes shall be the Speaker

Pro-Tempore elect. In the event of no member
having received more than one half of the votes
in the division, the name of the candidate
having the smallest number of votes shall be
excluded from subsequent divisions, a further
division shall take place. The voting shall
continue until one candidate is declared as
Speaker Pro-Tempore elect by such majority. |

1) Inthe event of an equality of votes, the
Clerk shall cause further voting to be held.

(j) At any time after the resul of the first
voting is declared, but before the
commencement of a second or subsequent

Tellers.

Speaker
Pro-
Tempore
elect.

Procedure if
more than
two
members
are .
nominated.

Equality of
votes.

Candidate
withdraws
name.
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voting, a candidate may withdraw his name
from the election, which shall then proceed as if
such member had not been nominated.
Whenever at any stage a withdrawal leaves
only one candidate, such candidate shall,
without voting, be declared the Speaker Pro-
Tempore elect.

(k) During the election of Speaker Pro-
Tempore, there shall be no question of privilege

. raised.

(I) Al Members present shall participate
in the voting for Speaker Pro- ._.mguoﬂm

MAJORITY LEADERSHIP
4. (1) Leader of the House shall be a
Member nominated from among members of
the Bm_o:E party inthe House.
AB His functions shall be to:

(a) lead the business of the House;

" (b) manage the legislative schedule of
the House;

(c) liaise with Committee Chairmen and

other Functionaries of the House;

(d) perform such other duties as may be
assigned to him.
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(1) Whip of the House shall be a Whip of the
Member nominated from among Members of House-
the majority party in the House.

(2) His functions shall be to:

(@) in conjunction with other officers,
ensure the attendance of Members, order, -
decorum and discipline in the House; &bt

(b) organize Members of his party in
debates and divisions, and persuade them on
voting, one Em< or the other.

6. (1) The Deputy House Leader shallbe peputy
a member nominated from among the House
members of the majority party in the House. Leader.

(2) His functions shall be to:

(a) assist the Leader of the House in the
performance of his functions;

o (b) deputise for the Leader of the House
in his absence;

. (¢) perform any other function as may be
assignedto him.

7. (1) Deputy House Whip shall be a peputy
Member nominated from among the members Whip of the

. "ofthe majority party inthe House. - House.

(2) His functions shall be to:
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(a) assist the Whip of the House in the
performance of his functions;

(b) deputise for the Whip of the House in
his absence.

(c) perform any other function as may be
assigned tohim.

8.—(1) Members of the Minority Parties
in the House shall nominate from among them,
the Minority Leader, Minority Whip, Deputy
Minority Leader and Deputy Minority Whip.

9. (1) The functions of the Minority
Leader shali be to:

(2) lead discussions on behalf of the
Minority Parties; :

(b) liaise with Committee Chairmen and
Functionaries of the House on Um:m: of Minority
Parties ingeneral; -

(c) perform such other functions as may
be assigned to him by the Speaker,

10. (1) The functions of the Minority Whip |

shallbeto:

(a) in cohjunction with other officers,
ensure the atiendance of Members of the
Minority Parties, order, decorum and discipline
inthe House;
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{b) organise Minority Party Members in
debates and divisions, and persuade them on
voting one way or the other.

11. (1) The functions of the Deputy
Minority Leader shall be to:

(a) assist the Minority leader in the
performance of his functions;

(b) perform such other functions as the
Speaker and the Minority Leader 3m<_ from
time to time, assign to them.

12. (1) The functions of the Deputy
Minority Whip shall be to:

(a) assist the Minority Whip in the
performance of his functions;

(b) perform such other functions as the
Speaker and the Minority Whip may, from time
totime, assignto him.

13. After due notice to the House, the
Majority Party and the Minority Parties may
change their Leader and Whip, Deputy Leader
and Deputy Whip, provided that the change is
made by majority of the members of the parties
in the House themselves.

14. Only Members with cognate
legislative experience as Members of the
National Assembly shall be eligible for
appoiniment as Principal Officers of the House.

Deputy
Minority
Leader.

Deputy
Minority
Whip.

Change of
Leadership.

Principal
Officers of
the House.
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15. (1) At the opening of each day's
proceedings, the Clerk shall distribute to
members a paper known as the Order Paper,
setling forth the business ofthe day.

(2) The Clerk shall keep minutes of the
proceedings of the House and of Committees of
the Whole House, and shall circulate a copy of
such minutes known as the Votes and
Proceedings, on the day following each sitting
ofthe House or as soon as possible thereafter.

(3) The Votes and Proceedings shall
record all decisions of the House and shall be
signed by the Speaker.

(4) In the case of divisions of the House
or Committee of the Whole House, the Votes
and Proceedings shalt include the numbers
voting for and against the question, and the
names of members so voting.

(5) The Clerk shall prepare from day to
day, and keep an order book showing all
business appointed for any future day, and any
notices of motions or amendments which have
been set down for a future day or an early day if
no particular day has been selected. The order
book shall be open to the inspection of
members at all reasonable times in the office of
the Clerk or atthe Table.

(6) The Clerk shall be responsible for the
custody of the votes, records, Bills and other
documents laid before the House which shall be
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open to inspection by. members of the House
and other persons under such arrangements as
may be sanctioned by the Speaker.

16. In the absence ofthe Clerk, his duties
shall be performed by the Deputy Clerk or,
should the latter be absent, by the Principal
Clerk Assistant.

" 17. During any vacancy in the Office of
tHe Clerk, all powers, functions and duties of the
Clerk shall be exercised and performed by the
Deputy Clerk.

18. (1) it shall be the duty of the
Sergeant-at-Arms to attend the House during
its sittings, to maintain order under the direction
of the Speaker or Chairman, and pending the
election of a Speaker or Deputy Speaker, under
the direction of the Clerk. He shall execute the
commands of the House, and all processes
issued by authority thereof, directed to him by
the Speaker.

(2) He shall be the Chief Security Officer
ofthe House.

(3) He shall enforce strictly the rules
relating to the privileges of the Chamber.

(4) He shall allow no person to enter any
room or rooms reserved for members of the
House during its sittings; and fifteen minutes
before the hour of the meeting of the House
each day, he shall see that the floor is cleared of

Absence of
the Clerk.

Vacancy in
Office of the
Clerk.

Duties of
the
Sergeant-at-
Arms.
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ivileged to remain,
| persons except those privileged
Mr% keptsountilten minutes after adjournment.

5) He shall have the duty of ensuring
that 3@H _,W._m.,.noq atlowed by the .Iocmm into M“,M
Chamber of the House has on j_Bmm: acam e
or any ather recording equipment or instrum "
of any description whatsoever, for the ncﬁ%s
of taking phaotographs, monitoring, of recor *_J ﬂ
the proceedings of the House. Neither sha
such visitor bear firearms.

; . per shall
&) He shall ensure that no mem
enter %mv Ghamber or the public gaitery of the
House with any type of walking stick, or any
offensive or dangerous weapen.

_ ant-at- ding the
7) The Sergeant-at-Arms atten .
Iocmmhmmmz be responsible ﬁop. the safe keeping
ofthe Mace, furnityre and fitings thereof.

_ it el within the
49. Any security personnei
precinets of the House. shalt be subject to the
directien of the Sergeant-at-Arms.
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ORDER EIGHT .
ARRANGEMENT. OF BUSINESS

1. Unless the House otherwise directs, Order of
the business of each 'sifting day shall be Business.
transacted in the following order:

Formal entry of the Speaker;
Prayers:;
Approval of Votes and Procgedings;

Qath of Aflegiance and the Oath of
Membership of new Members;

Message from the President;

Message from the Senate of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria

-

OEmi::@c:omBm:H by the Wmmmxmn
Petitions;

Matters of Urgent Public Importance;
Personal Explanation; and

Orders ofthe Day.
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ORDER ELEVEN
VOTING

1. (1) No member may speak to any
guestion after the same has been fully put by
the Speaker or the Chairman.

(2) A question is fully put when the
Speaker or the Chairman has collected both the
Ayes and the Nays using any of the methods of
voting stated in Order Eleven, Rule 2 (8).

2. (1) If the opinion of the Speaker, or in
Committee of the Whole House, the Chairman
as to the decision of a question is challenged,
the Speaker or the Chairman shalil direct that
the lobbies be cleared and on such direction
being given, the doors to the Chamber shall be
locked and the division shall be taken.

(2) After the lapse of two minutes from
the direction to clear the lobbies, the Speaker or
the Chairman shall put the question a second
time and, if his opinion is again challenged,
shall read aloud the names of the two tellers
from each side which have been given o him by
a representative of the members desiring to
vote Aye and Nay respectively, and shall direct
the Ayes into the lobby on his right and the Nays
into the lobby on his left. As soon thereafter as
one teller from each side arrives at the Table,
count shall be taken.
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(3) If less than two tellers are appointed
by one side, the Speaker or the Chairman shall
state that fact and declare the question in favour
ofthat side which has appointed two tellers.

(4) At the expiration of two minutes from
the appointment of tellers, the Speaker or the
Chairman shall direct that the doors giving
access to the Chambers be locked.

@ The Sergeant-at-Arms shall be
responsible for making arrangements for the
locking and unlocking ofthe doors.

(6) As soon as possible after the
direction to clear the lobbies has been given
and before the names of the tellers have been
read from the Chair, a division Clerk to be
appointed by the Clerk of the House shall take
up his position on each side of the Chambers
and shall record the names of all members
voting on that side.

(7) A member may vote in a division
although he did not hear the question put. But
nomember is obliged to vote.

(8) Amember shall vote according to:

(a) His voice, or

(b) Signing of register in a division, or

(c) Through electronic voting installed in
the House.
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(9) If a member states that he voted in
error or that his vote has been counted wrongly,
he may claim to have his vote altered, provided
that such request is made as soon as the
Speaker, or in Committee, the Chairman has
announced the numbers and before he shall
have declared the resuit of the division.

(10) (a) A member shall not vote on any
subject in which he has a direct personal
pecuniary interest, but a motion to disallow a
member's vote on this ground shall be made
only as soon as the numbers of the members
voting on the question shall have been
declared. If the motion for the disallowance of a
member's vote shall be agreed to, the Speaker
or in Committee, the Chairman shall direct the
Clerk to correct the numbers voting in the
division accordingly. in deciding whether a
motion for the disallowance of a member's vote
shall be proposed from the Chair, the Speaker,
or in Committee the Chairman, shall have
regard to the character of the question upon
which the division was taken and to the
consideration whether the interest therein ofthe
member whose vote is challenged is direct and
pecuniary, or whether his vote was given on a
matter of state policy.

(b) Any Member who fails to disclose his
personal pecuniary interest on a matter before
the House and goes ahead to participate in
voting, in violation of Sub-rule  (10) (a) above
shall be liable to suspension from the House for
a period not less than 36 plenary days, provided
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that :..mco: Member signifies his intention notto
vote in such matter, he may not declare any
such interest.

(11) At the end of counting, the tellers
shall agree on the numbers voting in that lobby
and in case of doubt shall check their numbers
with the list of names recorded by the division
clerk which shall, if the {ellers are unabie to
agree, be the number to be reported to the
House.

(12) When the number has been agreed
as laid down in the last preceding paragraph of
this Rule, the tellers shall give that number to
the Clerk at the Table and when the teliers from
both lobbies have heen done with, the Clerk
shall hand the paper on which he has written the
numbers o one of the tellers of the side which
has the majority who shall then read them aloud
to the House and hand the paper to the Speaker
or the Chairman who shall again read the
numbers to the House or Committee and
declare that the Ayes or Nays have ii, as the
case may be.

(13) In the event of the numbers being
equal, the Speaker or the Chairman may give a
casting vote, but if he does not do so, the
question shall pass in the negative and the
Speaker or the Chairman shall declare
accordingly.




Division in
Committee
other than
Committee
of the
Whole
House.

58

3. (1) In Committees other than
Committee of the Whole House, a division shall
be taken by the Clerk to the Commiitee asking
each member of the Committee separately,
how he desires to vote and recording the votes
accordingly.

(2) In taking the division, the names of all
members of the Committee shall be called in
alphabetical order.

(3) When a division is claimed in a
Committee other than a Committee of the
Whole House, every member of the Committee
present shall, unless he expressly states that
he declines to vote, record his vote either for the
Ayes or Nays. The Clerk to the Committee shall
enter in the minutes of the Proceedings the
record of each member’s vote and shall add a
statement of the names of members who
declined to vote.

(4) As soon as the Clerk has collected
the votes, the Chairman shall state the number
of members voting for the Ayes and Nays
respectively and shall then declare the result of
the division. In the event of an equality of votes,
the Chairman may, where he has a casting
vote, give that vote. If no casting vote is given,
the question shall passinthe negative.

(5) If a member of the Committee states
that he voted in error or that his vote has been
counted wrongly, he may claim to have his vote
altered, provided that such request is made as

29

soon as the Chairman has announced the

numbers and before he shall have decl
result of the division. ared the

N .Amv.._._._m provisions of Order 11, Rule 2
(Division in the House and Committee of the
Whole House) shall appiy to divisions under this
Rule as they apply to divisions in the House.
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ORDER TWELVE
PROCEDURE ON BILLS

i tation of a
i 1. (1) Notice o_". presentation
w_moﬂ%mm:u Government Bill shali be given by vcv__mm:om%m
Bils the provisions proposed to be embodie ﬂ Mcmm
Bill in an issue of the Official Gazette or ¥
Journal of which a copy shall have been sent fo
every Member.

(2) Any Member E:o E_m:m.m fo 3“_o<n a
motion for leave to bring in a Bill m_,_ma.%n__,ﬂ
notice of provisions proposed to be oﬂwo “8 |
the Bill to the Clerk, s&o.wsm__ causet mﬂ oe
published in the Official Gazette or ﬁo:o:
Journal and shall send a copy of the first of s
issues to every Member.

introduction of a Bill, a
oo.“_s pendem oanmww_cm:omﬂMo_ﬁScsa _:ﬁo::mmo: m%m:
Mﬂzmo:nmmo:. be delivered to all members. _*.; is mﬁ %HBMJQ_%
Bill, an up-to-date consolidation 0 M Lo
Acts to be amended shall be o_m“_<m8. cs_ S

the Bill amends an Act amended previcusly

the Session.

i ting from the
i 2. (1) (a) All Bills emana n
?M.wwﬂwzo: President shall be forwarded to Em wuccmw%mw
M_Mmﬂ_msm. under covering letter personally signed by

- President.

. i Judiciary
b) All Bills emanating from the
shall mmv forwarded to ﬂj.m Speaker csm.m”ﬂ
covering letter personally signed w.é the Chie
Justice of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
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(2) Bills from the Senate and Members
shall also be forwarded to the Speaker.

(3) The Speaker shall cause such Bilis to

Um:c_‘:_um_.mamza published in the “Schedule of
Bills™. .

(4) A printed copy of the Bill shall, as
So0n as possible, be sentto every member.

(5} On receipt of the Bijl from the
Speaker, the Rules and Business Committee
shall schedule the Bil| for the first reading.

(6) Upon the short title of the Bill being
read aloud by the Clerk, the Bill shall be
deemed to have been read the first time.

3. (1) Every Bill shal| receive three Appointment
readings previous to jts Passage, which daysfor
readings shall be in three different days, uniess stages of Bills.
the House, by two-thirds (0 ) majority of
Members present, directs otherwise, and the
Speaker shall give notice at each reading
whetheritis first, second orthird,

(2) At the conclusion of the proceedings
on the first reading or on any subsequent stage
ofa Bill, a day to be named by the Committee on

Rules and Business shall be appointed for the
nextstage. ‘

4. (1) On the order for the second Second
reading of a Bill being read, a motion May be Reading
made “That the Bill be now read a second time” Bills.
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and a debate may arise covering the general
merits and principles of the Bill.

(2) When debate on the motion for the
second reading has been concluded, the
Speaker shall put the question on the second
reading: “That the Bill be now read a second
time”. On this question being agreed to, the
Clerk shall read the Long Title of the Bill.

5. (1) When a Bill has been read a

(3) The Committee to which a Bill has
been committed shall report to the House after
consideration of the Bill with amendments (if

any) it proposes toit.
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(4) Upon the report of th i

. e Stand

MOEB_n.mm on a Bill not objected to by %M
ouse, it shall be placed on the business

Calendar ofthe House.

(3) Bills placed on the Calendar shall be

considered at a date to be determi
; mined
Committee on Rules and Business. v the

(6) A Bill committed to the Commi
ommittee of
the Whole House, after the second reading may

which is inconsistent with an

y clause alread
agreed upon orany decision already come to Uw
ﬁ.sm OQBEEmm. and the Chairman may at any
time during the discussion of a proposed

Committal

of Bills. second time, it shall stand committed o a be taken forthwith
Standing Committee, unless the House, on determined by _Emo ﬂ%hﬁw%ﬁcﬂm day as may be
motion made or the Speaker commits it {o the Business. ee on Rules and
Committee of the Whole House. Such motion
shall not require notice, but must be made 6. An . ) .
immediately after the Bill is read a second time committed mﬂmﬂoﬁwﬂm&mm ‘o which a Bill is scope of
and must be proposed by the Majority Leader of amendments therein mmumﬁmmwﬂ B.Mxm such  Amendments
the House. Bills committed to Standing think fit, provided that every ame m:_ ee shall inCommittee.
Committees shall be assigned to a Um:_.oc_mﬁ be relevant to the subject matte ﬂ:ﬂ:mﬂ shall
Committee by the Speaker whose discretion in to the subject matter of the o_mmmm ﬁom Wh_ and
this matteris final. r m.%ﬁmwn but if any such amendment msmwﬂ,\zﬁ_m:_u_mﬂ

withip the ti ;
(2) A Bill touching on the jurisdiction of title Moom_‘%_:m@_nﬂﬁwﬂ%__m__:ju shall amend the

two or more Committees shall be referred to the: specially to the Ho all report the same
Committee having dominant jurisdiction. The use.
other Committees affected shall be constituted 7. (1) Any amend
into m.cc-ﬂOBB_nmmm ﬁ:mqmgﬂ for the purpose .% Bill of which :oﬁwmm :mmm::%ﬂﬁmﬂawomma to the ﬁ«mﬂ%wm
no:m_a.w::@ and reporting to ::.w main handed to the Chairman in writ given shall be o nding
Committee on aspects of the Bill affecting their inwriting. o _mﬂwnmm
Committees. :

® (2) No amendment shall be moved




