Our Impact

2017

Supported by: British Department for Inter-
national Development (DFID)

Highlights of 2017

Constitution Review Exercise of the National Assembly: PLAC provided
technical support to the National Assembly Committees on Constitution
Review to finalise their work on constitution amendments. The major achieve-
ment recorded was the submission of 33 bills presented to both chambers for
adoption, of which 21 bills passed. To create awareness and facilitate advocacy
on the bills, the bills passed by the National Assembly were compiled in a
publication titled, Constitution Amendment bill approved by the 8th National
Assembly: Awaiting States Votes

Electoral Reform Exercise of the National Assembly: PLAC continues to
provide technical support to NASS on Electoral reforms and anticipates its quick
conclusion. In addition, PLAC supported and promoted efforts to establish an
Electoral Offences Commission Bill. While this has not been realised, momen-
tum was built around the need for a structure or mechanism for enforcing
electoral accountability. In addition, PLAC's support to the Senate committee
on INEC contributed to timely adoption of the Electoral Act Amendment Bill
-within the first two years of the Assembly.

Constitution and Electoral Reform Committee of the Executive/Ministry of
Justice: To To ensure harmony of the constitution and electoral reform process
in the legislative and executive arms, PLAC supported several aspects of
this Committee's work including the hosting of its secretariat, facilitation of
meetings and retreats and a National Public Hearing. This committee consist-
ed of 25 members set up in 2016 to recommend measures required to improve
the electoral process and deepen democracy in Nigeria. The Committee has
produced and submitted its final report to the Attorney General/Minister of
Justice.
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Participation of CSOs in the 2017 National Budget: Following advocacy for
a more inclusive and engaging budgetary process, PLAC supported the first
ever Public hearing on the National Budget in February 2017. This milestone
was reached following series of engagements between NASS committees
and groups engaged by PLAC in the previous year.

Facilitating Public Discourse on Constituency Development Funds: The
National Assembly set out to legislate on Constituency Project Funds through
a Bill titled “The Constituency (Catalyst) Development Fund Bill" in response
to public outcry on the lack of transparency over funds for Constituency
Projects. PLAC supported the organisation of a public hearing on the issue.
The popularity of the hearing and the Committee's decision to prioritise the
issue was made possible due to public vigilance and interest on the issue
following awareness on the issue.

Increased Citizens’ Interest in NASS Activities - There is an Increased inter-
est by citizens to engage national issues as a result of the Bill analysis done
through the Placbillstrack online platform. PLAC experienced and increase
in the number of visits to both the PLAC website and Placbillstrack platform
as well as request for partnership from two media Houses, particularly to link
their online platform to PLAC's for benefit of their followers.

Best Practice Guides- Two Best Practice Guides were developed in the
period, namely, “Guide to Effective Lawmaking” and a “How-To Guide on
conduct of public hearing." The guide on public hearings was developed to
assist Committees in their conduct of public hearings and is particularly useful
for members and staff having little experience of lawmaking.

Improved Committee Process and improved work process in the National
Assembly: PLAC supported the Clerk of the National Assembly to develop
a document for the repositioning of NASS and improvement of Committee
process as well as the work environment. Some of the recommendations are
currently being implemented.

National Assembly Performance Index: PLAC conducted a National Assem-
bly Performance survey in the year. The results showed a 38.5% approval
rating of NASS as at May 2017 which indicated a perceived below average
performance of the 8th Assembly as at that date.

Protecting Civic Space via Engagement on Contentious NGO Regulation
Bill: The Bill, which sought to restrict the activities of Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs) and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in Nigeria was
discussed at a public hearing. PLAC galvanised the participation of its partner
CSO groups and expressed a strong disapproval of the bill at the hearing.

PLAC's legislative strengthening
programme is focused on ensuring
that the capacity of the legislative arm
of government to represent Nigerian
citizens is improved. PLAC further works
to promote citizens' participation in
legislative activities and policymaking
in general by creating awareness and
disseminating relevant information on
Nigeria's democracy to citizens and
advocacy groups. In 2017, PLAC, via DFID
support, carried out a number of activi-
ties aimed at promoting these objectives
in the key areas appearing below.

Constitution & Electoral Reform:
National Assembly

PLAC continued its support to the

8th National Assembly's Constitution

Review exercise. Most of the activities

implemented in the year was a follow-

up from the previous year's activities. As
constitution and electoral reform process
is a long one, often involving constant
changes in the bills/legislative propos-
als, follow up activities are necessary to
update technical support provided to
legislators and the committees, and to
keep citizens informed. In this area, the
following activities were organised by

PLAC in furtherance of this:

1. Technical Session of House Consul-
tants/Experts working with the House
Committee on Constitution Review
held on Wednesday 1st February 2017
& Thursday 2nd February 2017 at the
Nnamdi Azikiwe Board Room, Ibeto
Hotel, Abuja




2. Retreat of members and Technical

experts/consultants of the House of
Representatives sub-committee on
the review of 8th Assembly Bills Date:
Thursday, oth to Sunday, 12th March
2017 held at the Ibeto Hotels, Abuja

. Meeting of Consultants/ Technical
Experts of the Senate & House of
Representatives Ad-hoc Committees
on the Review of the 1999 Nigerian
Constitution held on Tuesday, 28th &
Wednesday, 29th March 2017 at the
Transcorp Hilton Hotels, Abuja

. Retreat of the Senate Committee

on Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) on the Passage of

the Electoral Act (Amendment) 2010
on 30th March 2017

. Retreat of the Ad- hoc Committee

on the review of the 1999 Constitu-
tion -House of Representatives held
between 28th & 29th April 2017 at the
Transcorp Hilton Hotel, Abuja

. Meeting of the of the Ad-hoc Commit-

tee on the Review of the 1999 Consti-
tution, House of Representatives
Monday, 8th May 2017 at the National
Assembly

. House of Representatives Commit-

tee on Electoral and Political
Matters Public Hearing on Proposed

10.

Amendments to the Electoral Act,
2010 (as Amended) held on Monday,
22nd May 2017 at Conf. Room 231,
National Assembly Complex

Retreat of Senate and House Technical
Experts/Consultants on the review of
the 1999 Constitution held between
24th and 27th May 2017 at the Ibeto
Hotel, Abuja

Electoral Reform Experts Meeting
held with House Electoral Matters
Committee on June s5th and 6th of
June 2017 at the Transcorp Hilton
Hotel Abuja

Support to Public Hearing on Judicia-
ry Reform Bills held on Wednesday
July 12th at NASS

s

==

—

-

-

11.

Joint Retreat of the Senate and House
of Reps Constitution Review Commit-
tees held on 13th to 16th July 2017 at
Intercontinental Hotels, Lagos

12. Meeting of Technical Experts to the

13.

14.

-

Senate and House Constitution review
Committee held on 30th August 2017
at Transcorp Hilton to discuss amend-
ment passed by NASS and develop
advocacy material to aid CSOs under-
standing of the amendments

CSO meeting on Constitution Review
held in Abuja on 18th September 2017

Meeting between CSOs and the
Conference of Speakers of State
Legislatures - 20th September 2017




15. CSO Advocacy Meeting on Constitu-
tion Review held at Ibeto Hotel, Abuja
on Monday 11th December 2017.

Constitution and Electoral Reform
(CERC): Executive

1. Constitution and Electoral Reform
Committee (CERC) Technical Experts
Session held on Tuesday 17th &
Wednesday 18th January 2017 at the
Nnamdi Azikiwe Board Room, lbeto
Hotel, Abuja

2. Support to the Ministerial Committee
on Constitution and Electoral Review:
January - March 2017 (Plenary
sessions, Zonal Hearings & National
Public Hearing and Technical Drafting
Sessions)

3. Two - day Plenary Meeting of the
Constitution and Electoral Reform
Committee held between 19th & 20th
April 2017 at the Transcorp Hilton
Abuja

4. Presentation of the Constitution and
Electoral Reform Committee Final
Report to the Attorney General and
Minister of Justice held on 2nd May at
the Attorney General's Office, Abuja.

Key Roundtables, Interactive Sessions,
Public Hearings

1. One Day Public Hearing on “Constit-
uencies Development Catalyst Fund
(establishment, etc) Bill, 2017 (SB
103)" held at Senate Conference room,
022, Senate New Building on Monday
6th February 2017

2. Three Day Public Hearing on the
2017 Appropriation Bill held at Senate
Conference Room, 022, Senate New
Building on Monday 13th - Wednes-
day 15th February 2017

3. CSO Mid- Term Review of the 8th
National Assembly and Presentation
of National Assembly Performance
Survey held on 20th of June 2017 at
the Ibeto Hotel, Abuja.

4. Engagement with House of Repre-
sentatives Committee on Civil Society
and Development Partners via
Public Hearing on a Bill for an Act to
amend the Nigerian Red Cross Act,
& a Bill for an Act to provide for the
Establishment of the Non-govern-
mental Organisations  Regulatory
Commission (HB 585) held between
13th & 14th December at the National
Assembly, Abuja.

5. Annual Legislative Roundtable with
the Media held at the Sheraton Hotel,
Abuja on 20th November 2017.

Capacity Building For National Assem-
bly Committees and Staff

Capacity Building for National Assem-
bly Staff is an integral part of PLAC
programming. In the year under review,
the following capacity building activities
were organised for committees and
committee staff:

Retreat of the House of Representa-
tives Ad-hoc Committee on Standard-
ization of Manuals and Templates at
Intercontinental Hotels and Resort,
Lagos State, held from February 2nd
to February 6th, 2017.

National Assembly Senate Bills Office
Retreat held February 16th - 19th 2017
Two-day Capacity Building for
Clerks and Assistant Clerks of the
House of Representatives on Use of
Best Practice Guides on Oversight
and Representation held between
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Thursday 15th June & Friday 16th
June 2017

House of Representatives Ad-hoc
Committee on the implementation
of the Legislative Agenda Review
Meting on the 2nd year of the 8th
House of Representatives held on
30th June 2017

Joint Retreat of the Public Accounts
Committees of the National Assem-
bly & Office of the Auditor - General
for the Federation (OAUGF) 6th - gth
July 2017

Retreat/Capacity building workshop
for Assistant Clerks of the House of
Representatives held on 2nd and 3rd
of August 2017

Capacity Building Workshop for Staff
of Committees of the House of Repre-
sentatives: 7th - 8th August 2017
Retreat for Committee Clerks of the
House of Representatives held 14th -
17th August 2017) on “Practical Tools
to Enhance Committee Administra-
tion in the National Assembly.”
Retreat for Department of Legislative
Scrutiny and Rules and Business: 7th
- 10th September 2017

Capacity Building for Chamber
Services and Table Duties Depart-
ments of the House of Representa-
tives: 2gth -30th September 2017
House Committee on CSO and
Development Partners Retreat, held
at the Intercontinental Hotel, Lagos
between 16th - 19th November 2017.
Closed Interactive Session of Devel-
opment Partners & Members of the
House of Representatives Commit-
tee on Civil Society Organisations
and Development Partners held at
Sheraton Hotel, Abuja on Wednesday,
22nd November 2017.

Workshop for the Staff of the Office of
the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives held at Ibeto Hotel, Gudu,
Abuja on Thursday, 23rd & Friday, 24th
November 2017.

Retreat for Members of the House of
Representatives Committee on Rules
and Business on Thursday, 23rd -
Sunday 26th November 2017 at Four
Points by Sheraton Hotel, Victoria
Island, Lagos State

Workshop for the Staff of the House
of Representatives Committee on
Rules and Business on ‘“Effective
Drafting and Legislative Procedure’
held between 24th and 25th Novem-
ber 2017.

Retreat for Members of the House of
Representatives Committee on Rules
and Business on “Effective Drafting
and Legislative Procedure” held
between 23rd and 26th November
2017.

Placbillstrack:

Placbillstrack is an online platform initi-
ated by PLAC in 2015/ 2016. This website
continues to be a rich resource of bills,
motions, oversight reports and other
legislative instruments from the National
Assembly. This has resulted in increased
public awareness of National Assembly
activities and enhanced citizens and
knowledge of the National Assembly.
This has contributed in making National
Assembly Members to be more respon-
sive to the electorate on comments and
feedback on social media platforms.
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List of publications

- Constitution Amendment bill
approved by the 8th National Assem-
bly: Awaiting States Votes

- Minute and Report Writing: A How-to
Guide

- Synthesis of Best Practice Guide:
Effective Representation and How to
Conduct Public hearing - Publication

Key Bills Analysed in the year

"Bills are analysed based on their prior-
itisation by the National Assembly and
popularity of the subject matter among
citizens.

1. Protection Against Domestic Violence
Bill

2. Socially Displaced Persons Unit Bill

3. National Development Bank Bill

4. National Lottery Act, 2004 (Amend-
ment) Bill

5. National Social Security & Welfare
Board Bill

6. National Payment Systems Bill

7. EFCC Act, 2004 (Amendment) Bill

8. National Agency for Ethics & Values
Bill

9. Whistle Blowers Protection Bill

10. Labour Act 2004 (Amendment) Bill

11. NAFDAC (@amend)) Bill

12. CAMA Bill amend)) Bill

13. Oil & Gas Free Export Zones Bill

14. Investment & Securities Bill

15. Proceeds of Crime Bill (produced with
Factsheet)

16. Federal Character Commission Act
(Amend) Bill (sponsored by Hon.
Edward Pwajok)

17. Federal Character Commission Act
(Amend.) Bill (sponsored by Hon.

Peter Akpatason)

18. Federal Character Commission Act
(Amend)) Bill

19. Security and Intelligence (Compul-
sory Inclusion in Secondary School
Syllabus) Bill, 2015

20.Renewable Energy Bill

21. Independent Electoral Institute (Est.
etc) Bill, 2015

22.Voluntary Income Declaration, Recov-
ery and Amnesty Scheme Bill, 2017

23. Data Protection Bill

24.Petroleum Host Community Devel-
opment Bill

25.Federal Audit Service Commission
Bill

26.1Corporate Social Responsibility Bill

27. Disability Integration Bill (Analysis
only)

28.National Electoral Offences Commis-
sion Bill (Analysis only)

Analyses Done with Infographs

1. Petroleum Refineries Bill

2. Price Control (Essential Commodities)
Bill

3. National Minimum Wage Act
(Amendment) Bill

4. Crime and Criminal Tracking System
Bill

5. Public Interest Disclosure Bill

6. Secured Transactions in Immovable
Assets Bill

7. Abduction, Wrongful Restraint &
Confinement Bill

8. Stamp Duty Bill

9. Nigerians in Diaspora Bill

10. Statutory Instrument Bill

11. Freedom of information (@amend-
ment) Bill

12. Army Colour (Prohibition) (amend.)
Bill

13. Good Samaritan Bill
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14. Improved Aid Effectiveness Bill

15. Public Procurement Act (Amend.) Bill

16. Nigerian Agency for Foreign Assis-
tance Bill

17. Security Services Welfare Bill

18. Emergency Communication Bill

19. Presidential Transition Bill

20. Security and Intelligence (Compul-
sory Inclusion in Secondary School
Syllabus) Bill, 2015

21. Renewable Energy Bill

22.Independent Electoral Institute (Est.
etc) Bill, 2015

23. Voluntary Income Declaration,
Recovery and Amnesty Scheme Bill,
2017

24. Data Protection Bill

25. Petroleum Host Community Devel-
opment Bill

26.National Commission for Peace
and Reconciliation Bill (Info graph &
Analysis)

27. In-vitro fertilisation Bill (Info graph and
Analysis)

28.Counterfeit Goods Bill (info graph and
analysis)

Factsheets

1) Compendium of Bills Passed in both
Houses (from the beginning of the 8th
Assembly till June 2017)

2) Non-governmental Organisations
Regulatory Commission Bill

Publications

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILLS
APPROVED BY THE 8TH
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
JULY 2017

AWAITING STATES VOTES

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION
REGULATORY COMMISSION OF NIGERIA
(ESTABLISHMENT) BILL, 2016

ORIECTIVE OF THE BLL:

wiparimee,
%00

INUMBER OF CLAUSES/PARTS
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COUNTERFEIT GOODS BILL SECURITY SERVICES WELFARE INFRASTRUCTURE

NIGERIANS IN DIASPORA COMMISSION BILL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION BILL

FURTHE RPROTECT CHANERS OF mamwrsmommonxaw T LNLAY rvkaanan BILL SEEKS TO

TO NIRODUCE MEASURES AINED AGAIST THE TRACE INTERFEIT GOODS SO AS TO
TO GDOOS, CF THE SUBIECT MATTER OF THER RESPECTIVE INTELLECTUAL PROPES

TO INTADDLUCE MEASURES AIMED AGAINST THE RELEASE OF COUNTESFET GOODS INTO
CHANNELS OF COMMERCE

BILL SEEKS TO

TO ESTARLISH THE SECURITY WELPARE INPRASTRUCTL 10 MEVIEW THE STATE OF
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 10 FEOVIDE MANAGEMENT OF WELFARE INFRASTRUCTURE
THE WELFASE IWPRASTRUCTURE OF THE SECURITT SERVICES OF THE SECURITY SRIVICES

DEALING IN COUNTERFEIT GOODS

70 PROVIOE FOR THE
ENGAGEMES

TO UTIZE et NN
x CAPITAL AND MATEMAL
0 EETARLISH TVE. e LA
HITERANS I DIASPCRA R ArOnd TOWe
COMMSSON (NCCOM) RArLL SO0 e
CULTURAL AND POLTICAL
DEVELOPMENT OF MOETA

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF THE BILL

Y0 OB, 3
HOOION Repocts TULD
e

THE COMMESION
ESTABLIEAMENT MAY DELSGATE ANY
OF IT2 FOWERS ¢
SUCH CONDITION A%
17 REMS 51T TO ANY
OF THE SECURITY
SERVICKS (08 THR
ARMY RESERVE) I s L

THE COMMISSION THA PRESIOSNT

THE DOARD SHALL B5 SHALL WITHIN 30

ESTABLISHED TO OVERSIE
THE GENERAL
TION OF THE

POWERS OF THE COMMISSION IF THE BILL IS PASSED INTO LAW.

ANY FERSON WHO WATHOUT NECl Auviwsmuaﬂmmurm(mv

AUTHORITY BFEAKS, DAMAGS S Ot rurwrmfﬂuw-

TANPERS WITH ASEAL APPUED SY AN rMs-

INSFECTOR O REMCVES ANY ATICLE -:nm:r_wnmwn

SEALED OFF, SHALL BE GULTY OF AN EM( £ O IMPF SONMINT OF
Nmm»f n-m;rwr RBDTH

JURISDICTION

= S Coaan s |
SHALL HAVE JURISICTION I

ANY DBPUTS ANISING OGT

GF OF IN THE PERFORMANCE

OF THE FUNCTION OF THE =
COMMASION - -

PLAC

ANY FERSON CONICTED 4 THE C

FORASECDND TIVE, S LABLE TO PAY A
AN S TOR WACCORDAN FINE OF 10,000 PER ITEMOR AATICLE
THE PROVISON OF THIS FILL (/M OF IMPRISONMENT FOR A PER DO NOT
BECOMES LAN) S-5ULL BE GUILTY OF AN FXCEADING 5 YEARS O ROTH
CFFENCE

T e eran g 15 coorart
RO O LAY I HAFONS

SHALL STAND NEFEALED

National Commission for Peace,
Reconciliation and Mediation Bill PUBLIC PROCUREMENT ACT

£. @
[ Obiecire: | ‘ . (AMENDMENT) BILL

Tha BIE seviks to peevide ko o (rareewock celitieg 80 8 petroleuns producing
et comumunity’ participe o, cus aod besedt sharing wswng the
vernment. petzakeum explnrinion covspesies and hot coousunities

General Provisions

The Bill secks for the host commusities:

PROVIDE FOR THE PUNISHMENT OF THE OFFENCE
OF AHDUCTION, WRONGIUIL RESTRAINT AND
WRONGFLUL CONFERMENT FOR RANSOM Public F

) Bill (HB 475) Seshs to...

Bill Seeks To

3% of pud by o : 0% of an aggregate of sotal
petrclens exploration compuny romaltis (any st of royalties)
from petrabenm prodoction on sccrviteg 1o the Foderal
fand within the termacey of an :
Sputrew petroléum company WHOIVIR KNOWINGIY NEGOTIATES OR PAYS FOR-
THE RELEASE OF ANY FERSON WRONGFULLY
CONFINED SHALLON COMVICTION IE LIARRE 10
1:5% on assesseble profis of the ATHRAM UP 50 20 VEARS
Company s (ex 1080 & Restartion J
Fund account 10 amelioeate the
effiscts of petruleam explora
an the emirumment

WHOEVER MECOTUIES FOR ANE RASON FOR
THE RILLASE OF ANY PERSON 3135

CONVICTION B IMBLE 1O A THEM OF 30 Y0ARS
WATH HARD LAROLR

Function of the
Commission

THE INSPECTOR GENUEAL SHATL HAVE FOWERS.

TOMTORIEEANY PRICE O T ABDLEHON

INTERCEPT, DETAIN AND OPEN FOSTED ARTICLE. ol \n

IF tmslu«lm\m 10 CONTARY WRONGFULLY CON) N PERSON
INFORMATI CONVICTION BESENTENGED) 10 U

“The Bill sceks to encourage inchusivity as it provides for the recruitiment

W o occuy 31 beast 2% of Young pecsas below the agy
pursticess 10 0cCupy Up 10 25% of pros

The High Coust of a State shall be the court of first instance to try cases wadder this Bill (wiven it becomses lne)

Grant a contractor a grace
period of 90 days if he falls
to deliver a contract within
WIORVIR 15 FOLND GUNTY OF AN OFFENGE the target period
NG WITAESES SHALL 31 ORLIGED OK FEDWITTED
10 DRSCLCIST THE NAME OR ADDRISS OF ANY ARDUCTED VICTI SHALL ON CONVICTION #6
INFORMER OR SEVEAL INFORMATION THAT MAY SENTENCED 1O LIFE IMPESSONMENT WITHOUT
LEAD TO HS DISCOVERY OFTION OF 1IN

Otfences & Penaltics

Reducwon by 3 Local

O WITNISSES SHALE B © R TIRMITEID.

OAF THE RAME OF ADIDRESS OF ANY
INFORMER OR REVEAL INFORMATION THAT MAY
LEAD 10 HIS DSCOVERY

WHOIYER 5 GUILTY OF THE OFFENCE IHAT
RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF AVIETIV SHAL B
PUNISHED ON CONTION Y DEATH SENTINGT

Ensure that a margin [ Ensure that the
of preference be o ’ bidding documents
accordad to domestic |

Gavernment in the amounts suppliers offering
dues 10 0 Trust const e m-»m CONSPES mwmu m wmu good manufactured
an o Power To Borrow e Asouicnion ot whow Tocally over those
comviction weith wp 12 mamths OMTENCE ANDSHALL ON

P CONVICTION BF SENTENCED TOAF offering goods
o manufactured abroad

ANACT WITH INTENT 1O HOLD ANY FESON TOR ZANSOM,
ABDUICT OR WHONGEULIY RISTEAIN OR CONTING A FIRSON
ACAISTTHER WILL FOR A RANSOM PLAC

RENEWABLE ENERGY BILL, 2015

NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE ACT
(AMENDMENT) BILL BILL SEEKS

Objective
The Bill secks to dedist establishments that have foreigners NIGERIAN AGENCY FOR FOREIGN ASSISTANCE BILL
as majodty shareholders and as part of their management
froen the list of establishments exempted from payment of
aational minimum wage TUNDING OF YHEAGUNCY

Tabe oo grant s wnsins] subbicntiin
v the | Cromenimens

Dot arsd
ararthmall
e
Innbtiateral beies

The Bill seeks 10 protect workers with infirmity, who may receive
lesss than minimuimn wage due to their condition as provided
nder Section 4 of the Principal A

BILL SEEKS

Provision of a framework to support the
ilization of energy sources
onment to attract

POWIR OF THE
AGINCY

reains o body of persons found 1o have contravened the provi
of the Bill iwhen It & law) shall be subjected o pre

by the Attarney Goneral of the Fedoration upon refertal by an
authorized wifices.

THE AGENCT MAY APPLY FUNDS RECEIVED TO

:s(«llh\huuvlh with staff stengih of up to 50 can no |(k||.',L:| m;":""‘"s":‘m‘) Vagtng o the alimences sl
he exermpt from paying the national minimum wage. Only o ""‘"""""""" O p——
establishments with 20 and below numbes of staff shall be B he Soant e et
exempied ‘without @ icense utilizotion of renewable energy e
it Gt of administestson of
ﬂnlull ey -
w«m-m
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF THE BILL arrempgt o he gecanesn Diéscdopasean ani
Alk devebpraent o firigl ssitass prgrasime Inaintenoce of propettics.
conze granted Alicenze granted
i under this Bill (When It Gncler this Bl s not
Any person who furnishes any information to any authorized becomes law) shalbe  tangfurabl

acting in the exercise of his powess knowing the
mation to be false, shall be guilty of an offence and liable
on conviction 10 s fine not less than N100,000

Petroleum Authority Act. 2008

NON-COMPLIANCE

Provide for the utiization of renewable snergy scurces for slectricity and heat genecation in an
@fficiors and

i,




PROVIDE FOR THE PROTECTION OF PERSONS WHO RENDER
REASONABLE ASSISTANCE DURING EMERGENCY
SITUATIONS OCCURING AT PLACES WITHIN FEDERAL
JURISDICTION AND TO SERVE AS A MODEL TO BE ADOPTED
BY THE STATES OF THE FEDERATION

IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY
A person wha provides sssistance 15 8 consenting perscn ut
the dcane of an umargancy, whether medical or othoewine,
without sty fotm of pecunisry companuation or reward shall
not b kable for any demages as a result & b acts oc

Ha(ons while rendering the uniess he et in ah
unreasonable mannher

o
SCENE OF EMERGENCY
For the purposes of this Bil, the scene of smergency shall
include: - Feders) hghways, National packs, Airpoets and on. 7
alteratte. mines and oll fialds, Nigerizn termitarial waters, ete.

- PLAC
PRESUMPTION QF CONSENT ol
Where 8 person to whom e emergency assistance is being
provided was in a candition that made him unabla to gve
COMBENE OF IN 3 UNCONSCIouSNEss state at the time of

v, It zhall be pi d that he 1 the
astistance

DATA PROTECTION BILL - ]

+ aceurate and whare
ary kept up %o date

SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE (COMPULSORY INCLUSION
IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS SYLLABUSES) BILL, 2015

Bill Seeks To...

PROVIDE FOR THE PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT  ai
COMPULSORY TEACHING OF | OF POLICY-ORIENTED STUDIES ,L?Fs;?:?f:ﬁ?:mé%;o
SECURITY AND OF SECURITY AND SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE
INTELLIGENCE STUDIESIN | INTELLIGENCE SERVICESAND | STUDIES IN THE SYLLABUSES
THE SYLLABUSES OF TO ALSO INCULCATE THE OF SECONDARY SCHOOLSIN
SECONDARY SCHOOLSIN | AWARENESS AND VALUEFOR | nicERIA =
NIGERIA NATIONAL SECURITY IN

NIGERIA FOR BEST

INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE

Penalty For School
Every secondary school which fails or refuses to
include the teaching of security and intelligence
studies in thek syllabuses commits an offence and is
liable on conviction to a fine of not less than
N500,000 or may have its operating license revoked

Penalty For Individual
Where a secondary school commits an offense under
any officer or agent of the school who directed,
authorized, assented to or acquiesced or participated in
the commission of the offence is a party and is liable
on conviction to a fine not less than N200,000, or to
imprisonment for a term of 3 months.

PLAC

VOLUNTARY INCOME DECLARATION, RECOVERY AMNESTY
SCHEME BILL

THEBILL SEEKSTO

In which
individuials may i the public nterest
discleos information tha relates to crinm,
unlawful conduct or corrupt practices of
athers;

MAKING
i i
Pt

S o7

m -me
mm

m
INQUIRIES IN FESPECT OF ANY.
INCOME UNDER

THE INCOME TAX LAW

p o peotection againt
victimization of

persons who make
the dssclosures;

A DISCLOSURE

A person may make a disclosure where
that person has reasoaable case to believe
that the infarmation tends to sow that

& crine is commitred, is about to be
committesd or is lkely to be committed.

A dischasare of an act of impropriety 15
protecied if

“The disclosure (s made in good Eith;

« Ithe informant has reasonable
causs 10 believe that the allegation of
mpeopiety is troe.

Dischosures of impeopesety may be made to
sy one ve more of the falkneing -

Palice Officer froen the rank of
Comenisstoner for Police;

+ Attoeney General of the Federation:
Chairman, El

rewarding individuals who make the

daxclomres;

Enbance crime
Information
githering

far secarity.
weilization and for
related mattens

K REWARD FOR DISCLOSURE 4

An informant who makes disclosure foe
the recovery of maney shall be rewarded
with 10% of the smount ecovered or the
amoant of maney the Baard of Trastee
may determine

. OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

!

A person who undertakes an person to whoe a
tnvestigation In respect of an dudu,unmmde fails to keep
improprety and in the causeof — the Infarmation ¢onfidential,
that ivestigativn conceals or e comenits an offence and on
suppresses evidence, commis  coeviction is lable to a fine of
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support from PLAC
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Oversight

Actions by Commit-
tees Supported by
PLAC

Bills
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Infographs
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Performance

Survey Conducted

Targeted committees
of the National Assem-
bly reached their work
plan benchmarks

399,578

people reached on
social media platforms
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Working Towards
Credible Elections
Through the Nigeria
Civil Society Situation
Room Platform

After the 2015 elections, PLAC which
hosts and convenes the Nigeria Civil
Society Situation Room (Situation Room),
continued to play a key role in good
governance and demanding for account-
ability and transparency in government
reforms.

Retreat and Annual General Meeting-
The Situation Room held its retreat
and annual general meeting from 8th
February 2017 to 11th February 2017. The
purpose of the meeting was to review
the state of the nation and to articulate
ways of engaging the Government and
INEC.

Quarterly meetings/ dialogue sessions
with the INEC Chairman- Situation
Room in this timeframe held a series
of engagements with the Chairman
of the Independent National Electoral
Commission. The first of these engage-
ments was on 16th March 2017 following
far-reaching announcements regarding
dates and plans for the 2019 General
Elections. The purpose of this meeting
was to provide a platform for the INEC's

Chairman and National Commissioners
to further articulate, analyse and review
plans for the 2019 general elections. The
event provided the opportunity to further
listen to INEC on its preparations for the
election and as well enable civil society
and Situation Room members to request
further details from INEC on strategies to
achieve credible elections in 2019.

The second of such engagement was
done in conjunction with the Inspector
General of Police. This dialogue session
which held on 23rd June 2017 was aimed
at Election Security & other emerging
national issues. This meeting marked
the first time the IGP will meet with the
Situation Room to discuss of role of the
Police in elections. Additionally, the IGP
addressed several other issues of nation-
alconcern within his first year in office and
he made a commitment to meet with the
Situation Room on a quarterly basis like
the INEC Chair.

The final dialogue session with the INEC
Chairman for 2017 held on 24th October
2017. This meeting was necessary for
Civil Society Organisations and other
stakeholders to deliberate on the prepa-
ration of INEC for the election as well as
discuss measures towards ensuring the
governorship election in Anambra State
is free, fair and credible.

Quarterly Dialogue Sessions with the
Inspector General of Police- Having
set a precedent with the first dialogue
session with the IGP in June 2017 and in
keeping with commitments made by the
IGP, the second dialogue session with
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the IGP held on 12th September 2017
at Transcorp Hilton Hotel. The Dialogue
Session was focused on the Anambra
Governorship Election which held on
Saturday, 18th November 2017. In light
of the recent threats by a few militant
groups to disrupt the conduct of the
election, the purpose of the Dialogue
Session was to understand the
strategy of the Nigeria Police to carry out
effective policing during the election. The
IGP highlighted the recommendations
from the last dialogue session and what
they had done so far. He also addressed
several issues related to Police prepa-
rations for the Anambra Governorship
Election including deployment.

The Situation Room also had other

notable engagements with members of

the Executive.
Dialogue Session with Minister of
Budget & National Planning: The
Dialogue Session with the Minister
of Budget & National Planning held
on 4th July 2017 to discuss the 2017
Nigeria Budget and the Economic
Recovery and Growth Plan, ERGP
(2017 to 2020). Civil Society groups
learnt more about the ERGP and how
the plan will achieve its stated goals
of Restoring Growth, Investing In Our
People And Building A Competitive
Economy.

Dialogue Session with Vice-Pres-
ident: The Dialogue Session which
held on s5th October 2017 was an
opportunity for the Vice-President
to address several broad national
issues, including healing and unity
issues. The Dialogue Session was very
interactive and provided an opportu-
nity for Situation Room members, civil

society organisations and activists,
as well as other participants to ask
questions and seek clarifications on
current issues of national discourse
and concern.

2017 Anambra State Governorship
Election: The election in Anambra
State is one of the off-cycle elections
and the Situation Room was critical
in civil society advocacy, awareness
and voter education. Situation Room'’s
interventions were key in the run up
to elections and on election day.

South-East Consultative Forum
with CSOs and INEC, Awka: Situa-
tion Room’'s engagement in Awka
was two-fold. The first of which was
a consultative forum between the
leadership of the Situation Room and
its members and other CSOs working
in the South-East Region of Nigeria
that held between 13th September
to Friday, 15th September 2017. The
interaction with CSOs was to foster
meaningful participation to engage
the electoral process and work out
the best way that CSOs in the zone
will feed in and contribute to the
observation of the Anambra State
Governorship Election. The second
was a meeting between Situation
Room and INEC officials in Anambra
State. These INEC officials consisted
of the REC, Directors and Electoral
Officers in all the LGAs in Anambra
State.

Dialogue Session with INEC REC
And Police Commissioner Anambra
State: This is a customary Situation
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Room engagement with the REC and
Police Commissioner ahead of any
election. This held on 3rd November
2017. The dialogue session was an
opportunity for civil society to interact
with the INEC REC and Commissioner
of Police of Anambra State on the
specific preparations for the elections
and the security situation ahead of the
Anambra State Governorship election
scheduled for 18th November 2017.

Security Threat Assessment: Situa-
tion Room collaborated with CLEEN
Foundation for the Anambra State
Governorship Election to carry out
a Security Threat Assessment (STA)
of the Election. The STA issued by
CLEEN Foundation identified likely
hotspots fed into Situation Room's
preparation for the election. On
Election Day, CLEEN Foundation
set up its call centre to observe the
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conduct of security agencies in the
Situation Room as was done in Edo
and Ondo States.

Training for Election Observers:
Situation Room in preparation for
the election, recruited observers for
the election. In order to ensure they
were equipped to perform this task,
a workshop was organised and held
on 19th October 2017 to engage and
train election observers ahead of the
election.

Anambra Governorship Debate:
Situation Room collaborated with
EnoughisEnough (EiE) Nigeria and
National Democratic Institute (NDI)
to support the governorship debate
of candidates in the Anambra State
Election.




Observation of Anambra State
Governorship Election- Situation
Room observed the Anambra State
Governorship Election from 15th
November 2017 to 19th November
2017. The communication room was
set-up in Awka with a team of about
40 people. During the election, two
statements were issued- a prelimi-
nary and interim statement.

Fourth Situation Room'’s Stakehold-
ers’ Forum on Elections: The Situa-
tion Room successfully convened
the fourth edition of the Stakeholders
Forum on Elections on19th December
2017. This event had in attendance Ms.
Juliet Ibekaku representing the Attor-
ney-General of the Federation, the
House Committee Chair on Electoral
and Political Party Matters, Hajia Aisha
Dukku, the Inspector-Genral of Police
represented by AIG Taiwo Lakana,
Hajia Amina Zakari, INEC National
Commissioner who  represented
the INEC Chairman and other INEC
National Commissioners. This edition
reviewed the Electoral Act (Amend-
ment) Bill before the House of Repre-
sentatives, the conduct of security
officers during elections and had a
panel discussion on perspectives
from the Anambra State governorship
election: CSO efforts, reflections and
emerging issues.

Continuous Social Media Engage-
ment: The Situation Room continued to
disseminate news and information using
its social media platforms. During this
period, information on confirmation of
INEC Resident Electoral Commissioners,
information on the Continuous Voter
Registration (CVR) exercise and locations

for registration, general updates on the
Anambra Governorship election etc
were disseminated via the social media
platforms.

Other activities

Situation Room Meeting With Special
Assistant to the President on Social
Protection and Civil Society Organisa-
tions: This interactive session held on 1st
March 2017 was aimed at understanding
the Federal Government's Social Safety
Net Programme.

Collaboration with Centre For Citizens
Living With Disabilities to hold a
Zonal Meeting In The North-West Zone
(Kaduna) on Electoral Reforms for people
living with disabilities.

Situation Room Courtesy Call/Advoca-
cy Meeting to the Inspector General of
Police on April 6th 2017

Situation Room Election Preparation
Workshop: The Workshop, which held
on 31st May 2017, was focused on devel-
oping a strategic engagement & action
plan towards the 2019 General Election.
The workshop was to strategically
engage the 2019 general elections and
beyond, and also used the opportunity
to begin discussions on developing a
comprehensible operational document
of a plan and action

Situation Room supported the Centre for
Citizens Living with Disabilities CCD to
train and deploy persons with disabilities
(PWD) observers to produce evidence-
based report on equal voting access to
citizens with disabilities in the electoral
process.
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List of Publications
Situation Room Dialogue Session
with INEC Chairman (March 2017)
Situation Room Dialogue Session
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Strengthening the
Civil Society Election

Situation Room

Two major highlights of OSIWA's support
to Situation Room in 2017 were as follows:

1. Public presentation and Launch
of a publication on 2015 General
Elections in Nigeria - Compendium of
Petitions on Monday, 10th July 2017.
This publication compiles petitions
arising from the conduct of the 2015
general elections. It identified and
highlights the issues and patterns
found in the petitions. The event was
successful and served as an oppor-
tunity for stakeholders to review
the election petitions and suggest
reforms to existing strategies aimed
at preventing re-occurrence in future
Nigeria elections.

2. Courtesy visit to the Chief Justice
of Nigeria, Justice Walter Nkanu
Onnoghen, GCON on Wednesday
4th October 2017. The Courtesy visit
served a dual purpose, firstly to
present the compendium and to state
Situation Room's interest in expanding
its scope of engagement to include
the Judiciary especially on the issue
of election petitions.
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Consolidating the
Improvements of the

2015 General Elections

PLAC continues receiving support from
MacArthur Foundation under a project
titled consolidating the improvements of
the 2015 general elections. In this period,
PLAC organised a meeting to review
election guidelines and published one
study on election offences. This meeting
was preceded by monthly meetings that
were held at the MacArthur Foundation
office

Improving Security
Sector Oversight

As part of its engagement with the
National Assembly, PLAC in parthership
with the Geneva Centre for Democratic
Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) began
implementing a "Supporting Democrat-
ic Oversight and Accountability of the
Nigerian Security Sector Programme”
under the Security and Justice Reform
Project funded by the UK Conflict, Securi-
ty and Stability Fund. Although PLAC
had consistent interventions with the
National Assembly, this was the first time
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it was working towards security sector
reform and with security sector related
committees of the National Assembly.

Thusin orderto form abaseline fortarget-
ed interventions, PLAC commenced its
inception phase. The engagements in
this phase consisted of an introductory
CSO Experience Sharing workshop on
Security Sector Reform in Nigeria and a
needs assessment meeting with security
sector related committees of the National
Assembly. The essence of the introduc-
tory experience-sharing meeting was to
present the project to the community
of actors working in the field of support
to good security sector governance in
Nigeria and map civil society interven-
tions on security sector reform in Nigeria.
The workshop was largely successful as
there was a collaborative identification
of existing SSRG work conducted by
international partnhers and key CSOs in
Nigeria. More importantly, PLAC was able
to obtain the support and collaboration of
participating CSOs who acknowledged
that partnership and collaboration would
complement their own wider project
objectives.

PLAC also published a needs assess-
ment document to guide its interven-
tions with the security sector related
committees. The information for the
needs assessment was gathered during
a capacity building and interactive needs
assessment workshop with nine security
sector related committees of the 8th
House of Representatives1 and consul-
tative meetings with the 8th Senate
Committees on Police Affairs, Defence

1 Committees on Army, Navy, Defence, Police
Affairs, Drugs and Narcotics, Financial Crimes, Human

and Judiciary, Human Rights and Legal
matters. The main objective of the needs
assessment was to identify and analyse
the specific technical and institutional
needs of the key security sector related
committees to perform their mission to
oversee the security sector, with a view
to improving accountability for Nigerians.

Furthermore, as part of its inception
phase a mapping analysis was produced,
borne out of consultative meetings and a
series of working sessions of a research
team, commissioned by PLAC for this
specific purpose. This culminated in the
publication of a research study titles,
Structural and Institutional Mechanisms
for Security Sector Oversight in Nigeria:
Issues and Challenges. This document
provided maps existing structures for
oversight of the security sector and
examines the issues and challenges
hindering effective oversight of Nigeria's
security sector.

Following a successful inception phase
and building on information gathered
from the self needs assessment, the first
capacity building workshop for National
Assembly Clerks and Staff was held on
27 November 2017. The workshop was
on Legislative Oversight of the Security
Sector and the objective was for partici-
pants to have a better understanding of
the role of the legislature in SSRG and
how legislative committees help perform
this role.

Finally, in the implementation of the
project, PLAC supported public hearing
on security sector related matters. The

Rights, Interior, and National Security and Intelligence
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first of which was the public hearing by
the Committees on Army, together with
the committees on Defence, Air Force,
Navy, Interior, Police Affairs, Finance,
National Security and Intelligence on
a resolution passed by the House on
‘the Need to Re-energize the Nigerian
Military and Paramilitary Forces to Meet
Urgent National Demands." The second
was the public hearing by the House
Committee on Interior on 28th and 29th
November 2017 on 8 bills concerning
the Nigerian Prisons Service (NPS), the
Nigerian Security and CivilDefence Corps
(NSCDCQC), and the Nigerian Immigration
Service (NIS).

Publications

REPORT ON INTRODUCTORY CSO
EXPERIENCE-SHARING WORKSHOP ON
SECURITY SECTOR REFORM & GOVERNANCE
(SSRG) IN NIGERIA

STz Funded by
= == UK Government

Structural and Institutional Mechanisms
for Security Sector Oversight in Nigeria:

Issues and Challenges
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Supported by: Ford Foundation

PLAC began implementing a project on
expanding the political participation of
women in Nigeria. The purpose of this
project was to improve inclusiveness and
opportunities for women participation in
governance with the specific objectives
of building the capacity of women and
policymakers to advocate for reforms to
expand the inclusion of women in gover-
nance and to create awareness and
expand conversations on the challenges
and solutions to women's participation in
governance.

In fulfilment of this purpose, PLAC
produced a documentary- UnderRep-
resented- that explored the views of 34
interviewees comprising of female past

\

and present legislators, politicians, civil
society activists, religious leaders and
younger female politicians to discover
why, inspite of efforts to improve women's
political participation, women remain less
likely to run for office, and when they do,
fail to get elected. The themes explored
in the documentary sparked conversa-
tions that should contribute to solutions
and inclusive policy decisions towards
women's representation. The documen-
tary has been discussed as a first of its
kind and referred to as a new advocacy
tool for advocating for increased partici-
pation of women in politics.

The documentary was premiered to
a large audience of 133 participants in
Abuja on the 18th of December 2017 at
the Shehu Yar’Adua Centre. The screen-
ing was attended by legislators, repre-
sentatives of the Independent National
Electoral Commission, civil society and
the media.




The screening of UnderRepresented
and the lead up formed the basis of
awareness campaigns and social media
advocacy. From PLAC's social media
efforts on this project, PLAC was able
to reach over 400,000 persons and
1,020, 720 impressions, of which 359,227
persons were reached and there were
938, 209 impressions on the day of the
screening.

To mark 16 days of activism against
gender based violence commemorated
worldwide beginning 25th November
(the International Day for the Elimination
of Violence against Women) to 10th
December (Human Rights Day), PLAC
organised a Stakeholders' Roundtable
for Policymakers on Addressing Political
Violence against Women, which took
place on 2g9th November 2017. It educat-
ed participants who came from different
levels of society and governance on the
issue of political violence against women,
efforts taken so far by the National
Assembly and likely actions to take to
curb political violence against women
towards improving the participation of
women in politics. Participants at this
Roundtable included members of the
Senate Chamber of the Nigerian National
Assembly, female National Commission-
ers of the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), Inter-Party Advisory
Council (IPAC), Members of the Confer-
ence of Female Parliamentarians- State
Houses of Assembly (CONFEPA), Media
and Civil Society.

To commemorate International Women's
Day, PLAC co-ordinated a small video
session where leading female legisla-
tors of the 8th Assembly urged women,
especially young women, to participate
in the governance process and made
commitments to engage the project.

Civil Society
Engagement with the

Legislature for Rights-
Based Lawmaking

PLAC in collaboration with the Embas-
sy of France marked the International
Human Rights Day with a roundtable in
order to raise awareness on the current
gaps that exist in the advancement of
human rights in the Nigerian Legisla-
ture. Part of this engagement, was the
publication of research study titled, Civil
Society Engagement with the Legisla-
ture for Rights- Based Lawmaking. The
purpose of the study was to provide a
step-by-step, possible guide to engag-
ing with the Legislature, especially the
‘dos and don'ts" for engagement that
will help in advocacy as well as audit and
monitor compliance and implementa-
tion of selected protocols, conventions,
decisions and best practice standards at
international, continental, and regional
platforms that Nigeria is part of.
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Special Feature: Photos from #UnderRepresented
Premiere
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