9TH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
FIRST SESSION ‘
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

Tuesday, 28th January, 2020

1. The Senate met at 10:32 a.m. The President of the Senate read prayers.
2. Closed Session: :

Closed Session — 10:38 a.m.

Open Session — 11:25 a.m.

The President of the Senate reported that the Senate in a Closed Session deliberated on:
(a) the security situation across the country which continues to deteriorate daily and
resolved to deliberate on it exclusively on the next Legislative Day, and

(b) consideration of the following before the end of this session in June, 2020:

i. Petroleum Industry Bill;
i, Amendment to the Electoral Act;
iii. Power Sector Reform to Provide More Energy to Nigerians;
iv. Solid Minerals Development Strategy; and
V. Agricuitural Enhancement Across Nigeria
3. Votes and Proceedings:

The Senate examined the Votes and Proceedings(2) of Friday, 20th December, 2019.

Question was put and the Votes and Proceedings were app%oved.

4. Messages from Mr. President:
The President of the Senate announced that he had received four (4) letters from Mr. President,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federation, which he read as follows:

(a)

PRESIDENT :
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

23" December, 2019
Distinguished Senator Ahmad Ibrahim Lawan
President of the Senate,
Senate Chambers,
National Assembly Complex,
Three Arms Zone,
Abuja.
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Dear Distinguished Senate President,

APPOINTMENT OF NDDC BOARD

I write to intimate the Senate of developments concerning the appoiniment of the Board
of Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC}.

The Senate may wish to note that, after the dissolution of the Board of the NDDC, an
Interim Management Teanm was set up to manage the affairs of the Commission before a new
board was composed and sent for Senate Confirmation.

The Senate is invited to note that while the process of composition and Senate
confirmation of the appointment of the Board was on going, I had directed that the Forensic
audit of the Commission be carried out, which is being overseen by the constituted Interim
Management Team.

Based on this, and in order to allow for uninterrupted process of the Forensic
investigation, the Board appointment confirmed by the Senate has to be put on hold to allow the
Interim Team continue fo manage the Commission pending the outcome of the Forensic Audit.

Thereafter, a new Board of the Commission will be recomposed for confirmation by the
Senate. '

Please accept, Distinguished Senate President, the assurances of niy highest
consideration. '

Yours sincerely,
(Signed)
Muhammadu Buhari

(b) Confirmation of Appointment:

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

. - 24" December, 2019
Distinguished Senator Ahmad Ibrahim Lawan
President of the Senate,

Senate Chambers,

National Assembly Complex,

Three Arms Zone,

Abuja.

Dear Distinguished Senate President,

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINT. MENT OF CHAIRMAN AND MEMBER
OF THE BOARD OF THE NIGERIAN COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

In accordance with the provision of Section 8(1) of the Nigerian Communications Act,
2003, I write to forward, for confirmation by the Senate, the underlisted two names of nominees
as Chairman and Member of the Governing Board of the Nigerian Communications Commission
(NCC). '
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S/NO. NAME POSITION GEOPOLITICAL ZONE

1. Professor Adeolu Akande Chairman South West
2, Mr. Uche Onwude Member South East

it is my hope that the Distinguished Senate will consider and confirm the nominees in
the usual expeditious manner.

Please accept, Mr. Senate President, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
(Signed)

Muhammdadu Buhari

{c) Request for Confirmation of Appeintment:

PRESIDENT
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

7* January, 2020
Distinguished Senator Ahmad Ibrahim Lawan
President of the Senate,
Senare Chambers,
National Assembly Complex,
Three Arms Zone,
Abuja.

Dear Distinguished Senate President,

REQUEST FOR CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT OF CAPTAIN MUSA
SHUAIBU NUHU AS DIRECTOR GENERAIL FOR THE NIGERIAN CIVIL
AVIATION AUTHQORITY (NCAA)

Pursuant to Section 8, Part IV of the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority (Establishment,
etc.} Act, I hereby write to request for confirmation by the Senate, the appoiniment of Captain
Musa Shuaibu Nuhu as the Director General of the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority.

Captain Musa Shuaibu Nuhu is a reputable Airline Pilot and Aviation Safety Expert with
well over 30 years of cognate working experience in the Aviation Industry. A copy of his detailed
Curriculum Vitae is artached herewith. '

In view of the strategic importance of the NCAA as the regulator of the Civil Aviation
Industry, I wish to request for the expeditious consideration and confirmation of Captain Musa
Shuaibu Nuhu as the substantive Director General of NCAA.

Please accept, Distinguished Senate President, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed)
Muhammadu Buhari
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(d) Confirmation of Appointment:

PRESIDENT
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERJA

16" January, 2020
Distinguished Senator Ahmad Ibrahim Lawan

President of the Senate,

Senate Chambers,

National Assembly Complex,

Three Arms Zone,

Abuja.

Dear Distinguished Senate President,

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT

In accordance with the provisions of Section 8(1) (2) of the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) (Establishment) Act, 2007, I have the pleasure to present Dr. Kingsley Isitua Obiora for
confirmation as Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria. Find attached a copy of his
Curriculum Vitae.

While looking forward for your usual expeditious consideration, please accept, Mr.
Senate President, the assurances of my highest regards.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed}
Muhammadu Buhari

Remarks by Senate President:

President of the Senate
Federal Republic of Nigeria

ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, DISTINGUISHED
SENATOR AHMAD IBRAHIM LAWAN, CON, PhD, AT THE RESUMPTION OF THE
SENATE PLENARY, ON TUESDAY 28 JANUARY, 2020, AT THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
COMPLEX, THREE-ARMS ZONE ABUJA.

PROTOCOL

My distinguished colleagues, let me welcome all of us back from our deserving Christmas and
New Year recess, when the business of the Senate was put on hold. The Recess no doubt was an
opportunity for us to celebrate the festivities with our families. Especially, getting the opportunity
to be with our children who were on holidays themselves, having missed each other for
sometimes. But it was alse an opportunity to interact with our constituents, think and work on
bills and motions that will engender better life for our citizens and ensure order and good
governance in our couniry. ‘
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Surely, the recess was an opportunity to take some well deserved rest. This is necessary in order
Jor us to renew our energy, refresh our minds and recalibrate our focus for the work ahead. The
celebration of Christmas and New Year were the anticlimax of events in the annual vacation.

My distinguished colleagues, we all worked very hard from June 2019, when we were
inaugurated, to December, 2019, when we closed to go on the Annual Recess, The Senate has
demonstrated the willingness and capacity to actualize its Legislative Agenda of working for
Nigerians, when it passed crucial amendment bill on the Deep Offshore and Inland Basin
Production Sharing Contract Act, 1993, the 2020-2022 Medium Term Expenditure Framework
and Fiscal Strategy Paper (MTEF/FSP); the Finance Bill, which comprised seven very strategic
veritable bills thar will give effects to better and more effective and efficient revenue generation
and collections for government; the passage of the 2020 Appropriation Bill within two months,
in December, 2019, thereby, effectively returning the Federal Government Annual Budget cycle
to January - December, the passage of the Public Procurement Act 2007, amendment bill, to
address the challenges of avoidable delays and unnecessary cumbersome procurement processes
and procedures and the passage of the 2020 Appropriation of the Federal Capital Territory, also
being the first to be passed before the end of the year in a very long time.

The Senate also, achieved the feat of timely confirmations of the Ministerial nominees, Chief
Justice of Nigeria, the Niger Delta Development Commission Governing Board, amongst others.
I congrarulate the Senate, indeed the National Assembly for this feat.

While the above are cheerful events, the death of Senator Benjamin Uwajumogu was a great loss
1o this Senate. Senator Benjamin Uwajumogu was a consummate and accomplished legislator,
who lived and died working for his constituents. This Senate and indeed the National Assembly
will surely miss him. May his soul rest in perfect peace. Amen.

My distinguished colleagues, as we resume today, we should remember that though we did well
previously, there is still 5o much work to be done. The National Assembly needs to follow through
the implementation of the 2020 Budget for the 12 calendar months that the Budget will be
implemented by the Executive arm of government. The oversight by the National Assembly is as
important and critical as passing the Budget itself. The Committees of the Senate will need to
carry oul vigorous oversight on those Ministries, Departments and Agencies under their
Jurisdiction. In furtherance of this commitment, the Senate will receive and debate the reports
of such oversight activities in plenary.

This is with a view to ensuring that the Budget is implemented fully, ensuring efficiency, economy
and value for money. We expect the MDAs to be cooperative and forthcoming with necessary
information whenever such are requested.

My distinguished colleagues, revenue generation, collection and remittance are important, indeed
critical determinant and success factors in the implementation of the Budget. The Senate will
engage with relevant revenue generating agencies on a quarterly basis with a view to supporting
them to achieve optimum performance in discharging their mandates.

I am confident that the amendments effected on the Deep Offshore and Inland Basin Production
Sharing Contract Act and the Finance Bill will bring additional revenues for the government. It
is quite obvious that revenue generation is a major challenge to our country today.

Therefore, all hands must be on deck to ensure that accruals to government are received and
remitted.

The amendment to the Public Procurement Act 2007 is to ensure timely, effective and efficient
execuiion of government projects. It is important therefore, that we monitor closely, the
procurement processes of the various MDAs to ensure compliance with the new law.




866

Tuesday, 28th January, 2020 No. 53

My distinguished colleagues, we passed very important and critical legislations in our first six
months. We should sustain both the tempo and focus, in order to achieve the same success or
even do better. We have critical issues that require quick legislative interventions. The oil and
gas sector, our main source of foreign exchange earnings, needs our immediate attention.
Similarly, our electoral processes and procedures need special attention in order
to address the challenges we  had observed in' the 2019 general elections
and the various re-run and bye-elections. It is a fact that free, fair and credible elections
work as tonic to democracy, as voters will continue to have faith and trust in the efficacy of their
vores.

In pursuant to our Legislative Agenda, the next six months, like the first six months will be a busy
and engaging period for us to address the challenges facing the oil and gas sector as well as our
elections. The National Assembly needs to start work on the Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB)
immediately. The previous attempts in the sixth, seventh and eighth assembly sessions to pass the
bills failed. This Senate should learn from the mistakes that mitigated against the successful
passage of the bills. We need to break the jinx. We must avoid the pitfalls that worked against
the passage of the previous bills.

The Petroleum Industry Bill when passed will encourage investments into the oil and gas sector.
The International Oil Companies (I0Cs) have deferred investments in the industry largely due
to two decades of fiscal uncertainties occasioned by various failed attempis to deliver on the
petroleum industry legislations that practically subsisted since 196 7 and disputes associated with
fiscal clarity of the 1993 Production Sharing Contracts.

1t is therefore, imperative to speedily deliver on the reforms in the oil and gas sector to spur
economic growth and prosperity for our people. It is my belief that when the Petroleum industry
governance and fiscal laws are delivered, economic uncertainties will be eliminated and
conducive environment for exploration and production of 0il and gas will be emplaced.

Similarly, it is important that the National Assembly starts work to effect amendments in those
areas of our electoral processes and procedures that posed some real challenges to free, fair and
credible elections in our previous elections. For elections to express the will of the electorates,
they must be free and fair. The Senate will consult widely with stakeholders to ensure that any
legislative intervention reflects the necessary step to reforming the electoral environment.

My distinguished colleagues, before we went on the recess, the Senate held roundiable
discussions on the power, agriculture and solid minerals sectors with the view to identifying the
challenges militating against the optimum performance by those sectors. The reports of the
discussions are ready and will be presented to the Senate by the appropriate Commirtees. The
reports will be debated in plenary and necessary resolutions will be taken. Ultimately, there will
be shared responsibilities between the Legislature and the Executive on the way forward to
address the various bottlenecks.

My distinguished colleagues, the security situation in our country requires serious attention and
due consideration by the Senate and indeed the National Assembly. Recently, the security in the
country had deteriorated and the attendant loss of lives is not acceptable. We need to secure the
lives and property of our citizens, as enshrined in our constitution. We all are witnesses to how
our economy is also affected by the inclement security situation. Therefore, we need to speedily
seek for solutions to fix the security problem bedeviling our dear country.

There is urgent need for paradigm shift and reform of the architecture and structure of our
security systems. Equally important is the citizen participation, and collaboration in providing
security. In this regard, the Senate will engage the Executive arm of government to discuss the
implementation of the recently launched National Security Strategy (NSS) 2019,
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For a long time, major stakeholders in the security of our nation and Police authorities appear
to achieve consensus on the necessity of introduction of Community Policing in the country,

The Senate is going to pursue the implementation of community policing vigorously. To this end,
the Police authorities will be invited to brief and update the Senate on the progress made 50 far.

My distinguished colleagues, it is an incontrovertible fact that, the power sector cannot function
optimally and thrive under the current circumstances. The anticipated outcome of improvement
in effectiveness and efficiency of the privatization process has not been achieved, and doesn't
look feasible. Therefore, we have to take all necessary steps to salvage this indispensable sector.
The ensuing debate on the report of the Roundtable Discussions wu‘l no doubrt reveal the actions
that the Federal Government will need to take. '

My distinguished colleagues, the solid minerals sector was neglected after the discovery of oil.

Though there have been attempts to revamp this sector, it is yet to make any meaningful

contribution to our economy, Today, the solid minerals sector accounts for only about 0.3% of

our Gross Domestic Product. It is obvious that we need to take a holistic look into the challenges

in the sector. It has also been reported that, presently, about 80% of mining operators fail into

the category of artisanal and small-scale miners. This deserves our attention, to ensure inclusion,
- effective and efficient operations by those involved.

My distinguished colleagues, let me remind us that agriculture played an imporiant and leading
role in our economy before the discovery of oil. Prior to the discovery of oil in Nigeria,
agriculture was the mainstay of our economy. Agriculture was then the highest earner of foreign
exchange for the country and Nigeria was also largely self-sufficient in food production.

However, with the discovery of oil, the lure of petro dollars turned the focus of the country from
agriculture. Despite the present efforts of the Federal Government to enhance the performance
of the agricultural sector, there is still much to be done to make the sector perform optimally.
No doubt, the agricultural sector is critical for the diversification of the economy of Nigeria, as
we can create jobs, create wealth, earn foreign exchange and ensure food security. We therefore,

- should ensure the restoration of the viability of this sector in order to utilize the abundant
potentials and opportunities it offers.

My distinguished colleagues, the challenges and work before us are enormous and indeed urgent,
But, we have demonstrated patriotism, commitment, capacity and willingness in our previous
handling of similar challenges. We can therefore, equally tackle these issues with the same
dispatch and commitment.

Finally, let me once again welcome us back from our recess. I wish us a very successful New
Year, and a great decade, 2020.

(Signed)
SENATOR AHMAD IBRAHIM LAWAN, CON, PhD
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

6. Personal Explanation:
Rising on Rule 43, Senator Yahaya A. Abdullahi (Kebbi North) drew the attention of the Senate
- to the demise of Hon. Muhammadu Fagen Gawo (Garki/Babura, Federal Constituency of Jigawa
State) who died in Dubai, UAE on Tuesday, 31* December, 2019 while undergoing medical
treatment. He urged the Senate to observe a minute silence, adjourn plenary in his honour, and
also suspend all other legislative activities for the day.

One minute silence accordingly observed in honour of the Deceased and all Senate proceedings
suspended.




368

Tuesday, 28th January, 2020 No. 53

Presentation of Bills:

&)

(i0)

(vi)

National Ear Care Centre (Establishment, etc,} Bili, 2020 (HB. 13).
Presentation of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

Customs and Excise Management Act CAP C45 LFN (Repeal & Re-enactment) Bill,
2020 (SB. 286).

Presentation of Bill deferred to another Legislative'Day.

National Commission for Teachers Education Bill,- 2020 {SB. 289),

Presentation of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

Federal University of Agriculture, Kabba (Establishment; ete.) Bill, 2020 (SB. 282).
Presentation of Bill deferred to another Legiﬁlarz‘ve Day.

Natiopal Drug Law Enforcement Agency Act CAP N30 LEN 2004 (Amendment) Bill,
2020 (SB. 290).

Presentation of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day,
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (Alteration) Bill, 2020 (8B. 248).

Presentation of Bill deferred to another Legisiarive Day.

Cemmittee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions:
That the Senate do consider the reports of the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public
Petitions in respect of:

{a)

(b)

©)

()

(€

Elder C.D. Ndukwe on behaif of forty-three (43) Aba early retirees of the Nigerian
Breweries PLC, against the Nigerian Breweries PLC for non-payment of their full
retirement benefits;

Murtala A. Ibrahim, against the Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria for alleged refusal
to pay arrears of his entitlements and failure to remit his pension contributions;

Mr. Ekenfkari M. Yerima, against the National Examinations Council (NECO) for
alleged unlawful dismissal from the Service;

L/Cpl Omoaka Itunoya and Pte Woru Musa, against the Military Pensions Board for
alleged non-payment of monthly pensions by the Board; and

Mz, Ezekiel D. Musa, against the Federal Government of Nigeria for the non-inclusion
of FCT Indigene on the Ministerial List of 2019, screened by the Senate.

Consideration of Reports deferred to another Legislative Day.

Adjournment:
Motion made: That the Senate do now adjourn till Wednesday, 29th January, 2020 at 10,00 a.m.
(Senate Leader).

Adjourned accordingly at 12:.01 p.m.

Ahmad Ibrahim Lawan, Ph.D, CON

President,
Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.




