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SENATE OF THE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

Thursday, 30th March, 2017

The Senate met at 10:51 a.m. The Senate President read Prayers,

The Senate examined the Votes and Proceedings of Wednesday, 29th March, 2017, -

Question was put and the Votes and Proceedings were approved.

Message from Mr. President:

The Senate President announced that he had received a letter from Mr. President, Commander-in-

Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federation, which he read as follows:

Confirmation of Appointment:

29" March, 2017
Distinguished Senator Abubakar Bukola Saraki
President of the Senate,
Senate Chambers,
National 4ssembly Complex,
Three Arms Zone,
Abuja.

Dear Distinguished Senate President,

RE: REQUEST FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF MEMBERS OF NIGER DELTA
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (NDDC)

In accordance with the provision of Section 2(2)(a) of the NDDC Act, 2000, I hereby
present the following nominees to the Board of Niger Deita Development Commission (NDDC) Jor
confirmation by the Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

The Distinguished Senate is invited to note that these nominees are replacement of those that were

refected for not representing the Oil producing Area of their respective states.
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S/N NAME : POSITION STATE
1. Lucky Orimisan Aiyedatiwa ~ Non-Executive Director Ondo
2, Hon. Chuka Ama Nwauwa Non-Executive Director Imo
3. Nwogu N. Nwogu Non-Executive Director Abia
Copies of their Curriculum Vitae are attached herewith.
1 hope that the request will receive the usual expeditious consideration and confirmation of
the Distinguished Senate.
Please accept, Distinguished President of the Senate, the assurances of my highest
consideration and regards.
Yours Sincerely,
(Signed)
Muhammadu Buhari
4. Announcements:
(a) Re: Submission of Reporis on the 2017 Appropriation Bill:
The Senate President announced that 30% March, 2017 marks the closing date for the Sub-
Committee Chairmen to submit their various Ministries Departments and Agencies (MDAS)
budget to the Committee on Appropriations.
(B) Acknowiedgment:
The Senate President acknowledged the presence of the following who were in the gallery
to observe Senate Proceedings: o
)] Staff and Students of Sancta Virgo International Academy, Mararaba, Nasarawa
State;
(i) Staff and Students of Lekced International School, Karu, Abuja; and
(i)  Staff and Students of Wind of Glory International Schools, New Nyanya, Nasarawa
State.
5. Presentation of Bills: :
£ Chartered Instimate of Commerce of Nigeria (Establishment, etc.} Bill, 2017 (SB. 326) —
Read the First Time,
i National Consumer Credit Regulatory Commission Bill, 2017 (SB. 456) — Read the First
Time. ,
(i) Banks and other Financial Institutions Act 2007 (Amendment) Bill, 2017 (SB. 457) — Read
the First Time.
6. Conference Commiitee:

Report on Agricultural Credit and Guarantee Scheme (Amendment) Bill, 2017 (SB. 17):
Motion made: That the Senate do receive the Report of the Conference Comrnittee on Agricultural
Credit and Guarantee Scheme (Amendment) Bill, 2017 (Senator Abdullahi Adamu — Nasarawa
West).

Question put and agreed to.

Report Laid.
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7. Conference Committee: ‘
Report on the Nigerian Air Force Institute of Technology (SB. 180):

Consideration of Report deferred to another Legislative Day.

8. Committee on Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC):
Report on the Independent National Electoral Commission Act {Amendment) Bill, 2017(SB. 231
& 8B. 234):
Motion made: That the Senate do resolve into the Committee of the Whole to resume consideration -
of the Report of the Committee on Independent Nationa! Electoral Commission on the Independent
National Electoral Commission Act {(Amendment) Bill, 2017 (Adjourned Consideration, Thursday,
23rd March, 2017) (Senate Leader).

Question put and agreed to.
(SENATE IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

RESUMED CONSIDERATION OF A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE ELECTORAL ACTNO. 6, 2010 AND
FOR OTHER RELATED MATTERS.

Clause 18: Guidelines, Rules, etc on Primaries and Ad-hoc Delegates Election:

(10) A Political Party that adopts the system of indirect primaries for the
nomination of its candidates may outline nomination guidelines, rules and
procedures to guarantee free, fair, and credible indirect primaries and
Ad-hoc Delegates Elections, but such guidelines, rules and procedures
shafl not add to, subtract from or otherwise be inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act.

Necessity and Validity of Ad-hoc Delegates Elections

(11 (¥ A Political Party that adopts the system of indirect primaries for
the nomination of candidates for elections shall not nominate
candidates for any election unless it has conducted Ad-hoc
Delegates Election to elect its ad-hoc delegates who shall nominate
its candidates for the elections, as provided in this Act.

(b) Any Ad-hoc Delegates Election and/or indirect primaries
conducted in contravention of or contrary to the provisions of
subsections (7), (8), (9), (10) and/or 11(a) of this section shall be
invalid, null, void and of no effect whatsoever.

- Time for Electing, Term of Ad-hoc Delegates - ‘

(12)  (a) A Political Party nominating candidates by indirect primaries for
a general election shall not later than 120 days before the date
appointed by the Commission for the general election conduct its _
Ad-hoc Delegates Elections to elect its Ad-hoc Delegates.

(b) A Political Party nominating candidates by indirect primaries for
any election conducted by the Commission other than a general
election shall not conduct a fresh Ad-hoc Delegates Election but
the same Ad-hoc Delegates who nominated the candidate(s) of the
party for the imimediate past génetal election under paragraph {a)’
of this subsection shall (with Statutery Delegates) be eligible to
nominate the party's candidate(s) for that election,
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PROVIDED that if more than half of the Ad-hoc Delegates who nominated
the Party's candidate in the immediate past general election are no longer
members of the party, confirmed dead or otherwise not available, the Party
shall conduct fresh Ad-hoc Delegates Election(s) and nominate candidates
for that election not later than 10 days before the date of the said election.

(c) A Political Party nominating candidates by indirect primaries for
a general Local Government Council Chairmanship and Ward
Councillorship election conducted by a State Independent Electoral
Commission all over a State of the Federation shall conduct its
Ad-hoc Delegates Elections to elect its Ad-hoc Delegates not later
than 120 days before the date appointed by the State’s Independent
Electoral Commission for the general Local Government Council
Chairmanship and Ward Councillorship election in that State.

(d) A Political Party nominating candidates by indirect primaries for
any election conducted by a State Independent Electoral
Commission other than a general Local Government Council
Chairmanship and Ward Councillorship election conducted by a
State Independent Electoral Commission all over a State of the
Federation shall not conduct a fresh Ad-hoc Delegates Election but
the same Ad-hoc Delegates who nominated the candidates of the
party for the immediate past general Local Government Council
Chairmanship and Ward Councillorship election under paragraph
(c) of this subsection shall (with Statutory Delegates) be eligible to
nominate the party’s candidates for that election,

PROVIDED that if more than half of the Ad-hoc Delegates who nominated
the Party's candidate in the immediate past general Local Government
Council Chairmanship and Ward Councillorship election held all over the
State are no longer members of the Party, confirmed dead or otherwise not
available, the Party shall conduct fresh Ad-hoc Delegates Election(s) and
nominate candidates for that general Local Government Council
Chairmanship and Ward Councillorship election not later than 10 days
before the date of the said election.

Any Ad-Hoc Delegates Election or primaries held by a Political Party to
nominate Local Government Council Chairmanship and Ward
Councillorship candidates in a State of the Federation shall be exclusively
monitored by the State Independent Electoral Commission in that State and
the result of such an Ad-hoc Delegate Election or primaries shall be
endorsed or certified by the State Independent Electoral Commission for
the correctness and validity of what it states.

Issuance of False Results

(14)

Any official of the Commission or a State Independent Electoral
Commission who issues, endorses or certifies a false report or result in
respect of an Ad-hoc Delegates Election or primaries of a Political Party
commits an offence and shall be liable, on conviction, to imprisomment for
five (5) years, without an option of a fine.
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Guarantee of Equal Opportunity for Aspirants

(15) A Political Party that adopts the system of indirect primaries for the
nomination ot its candidate(s) for election shall ensure that all aspirants are
given equal opportunity of being voted for by Ad-hoc and Statutory
delegates of the Party who shall be registered members of the Party as
provided in this Act.

Procedures for Nominating Candidates by Indirect Primaries

(16)  Subject to subsection (17) of this section, a Political Party nominating
‘candidates for elections by the system of indirect primaries shall adopt the
procedure outlined hereunder in paragraph (a) to () of this subsection for
each type of election.

Nomination of Presidential Candidate
(2) In the case of nominations to the position of Presidential candidate
for Presidential Election, 2 Political Party shall, where it intends
to sponsor a candidate, -
(1) hold Presidential primaries or a Special Presidential
Convention at a designated centre or place in the FCT,
Abuja or the headquarters/capital of a State of the
Pederation and on a date agreed by the National Executive
Committee of the party where both Ad-hoc and Statutory
Delegates of the Party identified and listed under
sub-section (9)(a) of this section shall be exclusively
eligible to freely vote for any presidential aspirant of the
" Party; and

(ii) the presidential aspirant with the highest number of votes
at the end of voting shall be declared the winner of the
Presidential primaries and the Party shall forward the
winner's name to the Commission as the Presidential
candidate of the Party for the Presidential Election.

Nomination of Governorship Candidate

(b) In the case of nominations to the position of Governorship
candidate for Governorship Election, a Political Party shall, where
it intends to sponsor a candidate in a State, -

(D hold Governorship primaries or a Special State Congress
in a designated centre or place in the State
headquarters/capital and on a date agreed by the party
where Ad-hoc and Statutory Delegates of the party
identified and listed under sub-section (9)(b) of this section
shall be exclusively eligible to freely vote for any
Governorship aspirant of the party in the State: and

(ii) the Governorship aspirant with the highest number of
votes at the end of voting shall be declared the winner of
the Governorship primaries of the party in the State and
the party shall forward the winner's name to the
Commission as the candidate of the party for the
Governorship Election in that State.

Nomination of Senatorial Candidate

(c) In the case of nominations to the position of a Senatorial candidate
for Senatorial Election, a Political Party shall, where it intends to
sponsor a candidate in a Senatorial District, -
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()

(i)

hold Senatorial primaries in a designated centre or place
in the headquarters of the Senatorial District (and the
headquarters shall be designated by the Commission) and
on a daie agreed by the Party where both Ad-hoc and
Statutory delegates of the party identified and listed under
subsection (9)(c) of this section shall be exclusively
eligible to freely vote for any Senatorial aspirant of the
party in the Senatorial District; and

the Senatorial aspirant with the highest number of votes at
the end of voting in the Senatorial primaries shall be
declared the winner of the Senmatorial primaries of the
Party for that Senatorial District and the Party shall
forward the winner's name to the Commission as the
Senatorial candidate of the party for that Senatorial
District.

Nomination of House of Representatives Candidate

(@) In the case of nominations to the position of a House of
Representatives candidate for a Federal Constituency Election, a
Political Party shall, where it intends to sponsor a candidate in a
Federal Constituency, - '

()

hold House of Representatives primaries in a designated

centre or place in the headquarters of the Federal

Constituency (and the headquarters shall be designated by

the Commission) and on a date agreed by the party where

both Ad-hoc and Statutory Delegates of the party

identified under subsections (9)(d) of this section shall be

exclusively eligible to vote for any House of
Representatives aspirant of the party in the Federal

Constituency; and

the House of Representatives aspirant with the highest
number of votes at the end of voting in the Federal
Constituency primaries shall be declared the winner of the
primaries of the Party for that Federal Constituency and
the Party shall forward the winner's name to the
Comrmission as the House of Representatives candidate of
the party for that Federal Constituency. '

Nomination of House of Assembly Candidate :

(&) In the case of nomination to the position of a State House of
Assembly candidate of a State Constituency, a Political Party shall,
where it intends to sponsor a candidate, - ‘

(@

(i)

hold State House of Assembly primaries in a designated
centre or place within the State Constituency and on a date
agreed by the Party where both Ad-hoc and Statutory
Delegates of the Party identified under subsection (9)(e) of
this section shall be exclusively eligible to freely vote for
any House of Assembly aspirant of the Party in the State
Constituency; and ' _ .

the House of Assembly aspirant with the highest number
of votes at the end of voting in the State Constituency
primaries shall be declared the winner of the primaries of
the party for the State Constituency and the party shall
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(17

(18)

(19)

forward the name of the winner to the Commission as the
House of Assembly candidate of the party for that State
Constituency.

Nomination of Local Government Council Chairmanship Candidate
(f) In the case of nomination to the position of a Chairmanship
candidate of a Local Government Area/Council in a State of the
Federation or the FCT, Abuja, a Political Party shall, where it
intends to sponsor a candidate, -
(1) hold Local Government Council Chairmanship primaries
in a designated center or place in the headquarters of the
Local Government Area/Council and on a date agreed by
the Party where both Ad-hoc and Statutory Delegates of
the party identified under sub-section (9)(f) of this section
shall be exclusively eligible to vote for any Local
Government Council Chairmanship aspirant of the Party:
and

(if) the Chairmanship aspirant with the highest number of
votes at the end of voting shall be declared the winner of
that Local Government Area/Council primaries and the
Party shall forward the winner's name to the Commission
(in the case of a Local Government Council in the FCT,
Abuja) or a State Independent Electoral Commission (in
the case of a Local Government Area of a State in the
Federation) as the Chairmanship candidate of the Party for
that Local Government Area/Council,

Subject to the provisions of this Act, a Political Party shall have the option
to and may hold ad-hoc delegates elections or primaries to nominate its
candidates for different types of elections at common venues and/or on
common dates as it may deem convenient in the same electoral
constituencies,

PROVIDED that its Presidential and Governorship primaries convened to
nominate its Presidential and Governorship candidates respectively shall
stand alone.

Where there is only one aspirant in a Political Party for any of the elective
positions mentioned in subsections (15)(a), (15)(b), (15)(c) and (15)}(d) of
this section, the Party shall convene a Special Convention or Congress, as
the case may be, at a designated centre in the particular constituency on a
specified date to vote affirmative to confirm that aspirant as the candidate
of the Party and the Party shall forward the name of the aspirant to the
Commission as the candidate of the Party for the position in question.

Where there is only one aspirant for an elective position in a Political Party
that has adopted the system of direct primaries, such an aspirant shall be
deemed to be unchallenged and the Party shall forward the name of the
aspirant to the Commission as the candidate of the Party in the electlon in
question. : :
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Nomination of Councillorship Candidate
(20)  In the case of nomination to the position of a Councillorship candidate of

a Ward Constituency, a Political Party shall, where it intends to sponsor

a candidate, -

(a) conduct direct primaries in the Ward Constituency where only
registered members of the Party in that Ward shall be eligible to
vote for any member of the Party who, subject to the provisions
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic 1999 (as amended) and
this Act, presents himself or herself to be voted for as the
Candidate of the Party in that Ward; and

(b) the Party shall forward the name of the Councillorship aspirant
with the highest number of votes at the end of voting in the Ward
Constituency under paragraph (a) of this subsection to the
Commission (in the case of the FCT, Abujaj or a State
Independent Electoral Commission (in the case of a State in the
Federation) as the Councillorship candidate of the Party for that
Ward Constituency.

Political Appointee Not Eligible as Delegate

(21) A political appointee at any level of government shall not be a delegate at
the primaries, Convention or Congress of a Political Party convened for
the purpose of nominating candidates for any election under the indirect
primaries system, except where such a political appointee is also a
Statutory or Ad-hoc delegate under subsection (9) of this section.

Commission's Endorsement of Result of Primaries as Proof of Result

(22)  The result of a Political Party's primaries or delegates election that is duly
endorsed or certified by the Commission shall be prima facie proot of the
result of the Party's primaries or delegates election.

Staggered Primaries
(23)  Nothing in this section shall prevent a Political Party from organising
staggered primaries.

Jurisdiction of Courts

(24)  Notiwithstanding the provisions of this Act or rules of a Political Party, an
aspirant who complains that any of the provisions of this Act or rules of a
Political Party has not been complied with in the nomination of a candidate
of a Political Party for election, may apply to the Federal High Court or
the High Court of a State or the FCT for redress.

Court Cannot Stop General Election, etc ' ‘

(25)  Nothing in this section shall empower the Courts o stop the holding of
ad-hoc delegates elections, primaries or general election or the processes
thereof under this Act pending the determination of the suit.

(26)  Except the context otherwise warrants, reference to "registered members”
of a Political Party in this section or any other part of this Act means
persons of voting age whose names and other relevant personal particulars
are duly recorded in the Ward Register of that Party.

Comumittee’s Recommendaition:
That the provision in Clause 18(10) -(26) be retained (Senator Abubakar Kyari — Borno North) --
Agreed to.

Question thar Clause 18(10) -(26) do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
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Clause 19; Amendment of Section 112.
Section 112 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting after subsection (3), a new
subsection "(4)", as follows:
"(4) If after the commencement of poll and before the announcement of the final
result and declaration of a winner, a nominated candidate dies,
(a) the Commission shall, being satisfied of the fact of the death, suspend the
election for a period not exceeding 21 days;

(b) the political party whose candidate died may, if it intends to continue to
participate in the election, conduct a fresh primary within 14 days of the
death of its candidate and submit a new candidate to the Commission to
replace the dead candidate; and

(c) subject to paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection, the Commission shall
continue with the election, announce the final result and declare a winner."

Commitiee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 19 be retained (Senator Abubakar Kyari — Borno North) — Agreed
fo.

Question that Clause 19 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 20: Section 138 of the Principal Act is amended by —
(a) inserting after the word "Act" in line 2 of subsection (1)(b), the words
"and published manuals, guidelines, regulations and or procedures or
directives issued by the Commission for the conduct of the election.”:

(b nserting after the word "Act" in line 4 of subsection 2, the words "and
published masnuals, guidelines, regulations and/or procedures issued by the
Commission for the conduct of the election.”; and

(c) inserting after subsection (2), a new subsection "(3)", as follows:

"(3)  With respect to subsection (1) (a} of this Section, a person shall be deemed
to be qualified for an elective office and his election shall not be questioned
on grounds of qualification if, with respect to the particular election in
question, he meets the applicable requirements of sections 65, 106, 131 or
177 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as
amended) and he is not, as may be applicable, in breach of sections 66,
107, 137 or 182 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
1995."

Committee’s Recommendation: '
That the provision in Clause 20 be retained (Senator Abubakar Kyan — Borno North) — Agreed
to.

Question that Clause 20 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed t0.

Clause 21: Section 139
Section 139 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting after the word "Act" in
line 4 of subsection (1), the words "and published manuals, guidelines, regulations
and/or procedures issued by the Commission for the conduct of the election”.

Committee’s Rebommendaﬁon:
That the provision in Clause 21 be retained (Senator Abubakar Kyari — Borno North) — Agreed
io.

Question that Clause 21 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
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Clause 23:

Clause 22: Section 140 of the Principal Act is amended by —

(2) adding the small letter "s" to the word "subsection” in line 1 of subsection
(1);

(b) inserting after the expression "subsection (2)" in line 1 of subsection (1),
the expression "and (4)";

(c) inserting after the word "election” in line 4 of subsecticn (1), the words
"and shall order the Commission to conduct a fresh election not later than
ninety (90) days after the decision if an appeal is not filed against the
decision, or not later than ninety (90) days after the nullification of the
election by the court having final appellate jurisdiction in respect of the
said election.";

(d) substituting for subsection (2) a new subsection "(2)", as foillows:

"(2)  Where an election Tribunal or Court nullifies an election on the ground
that the person who obtained the highest votes at the election was not
qualified to contest the election, the election Tribunal or Court shall
declare as elected the person with the second highest number of valid votes
cast at the election and satisfies the requirements of the Constitution and
this Act:

PROVIDED that the person with the second highest number of valid votes cast at

the election remains a member of the political party on which platform he contested

the election; otherwise, the candidate with the next highest number of votes in the
election and who satisfies the same conditions herein shall be declared the winner
of the election."; and

(e) inserting after subsection (3), new subsections "(4)" and "(5)", as follows:

"(4)  Where an election Tribunal or Court nullifies an election on the ground
that the election was marred by substantial irregularities or non-compliance
with the provisions of this Act, the election tribunal or court shall not
declare the person with the second highest votes as elected.

(5 No election petition filed within the constitutional time shall be defeated or
struck out on any technical ground but the Tribunal or Court shall hear and
determine the petition on the merits on the basis of evidence led and not
otherwise. "

Amendment Proposed:

Leave out Clause 22 (Senator Ike Ekweremadu — Enugu West).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.

Question that Clause 22 as amended do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Insert after section 142, a new section "142A", as follows:
"Sufficiency of documentary evidence
142A. 1t shall not be necessary for a party who alleges non-compliance with the

provisions of this Act and the published manuals, guidelines, regulations,
procedures or directives issued by the Commission for the conduct of
elections to call oral evidence if originals or certified true copies of
electoral documents or materials used by the Commission to conduct the
election in the polling unit(s) where the noncompliance is alleged are listed
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in a petition and tendered at the trial of the petition in proof of the
non-compliance complained of."

Commiitee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 23 be retained (Senator Abubakar Kyari — Borno North) — Agreed
to,

Question that Clause 23 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. )

Claunse 24: Section 151 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting after subsection (2),
a new subsection "{3)", as follows: '
"(3)  Where there is a breach of an order of a court or tribunal directed at the
Commission particularly, order to produce, inspect or take copies of
electoral materials, such disobedience shall attract court sanctions, which
shall include the committal by the Tribunal or Court of the Commission's
official to whom the order is directed to summary conviction to
imprisonment for at least two (2) years, without an option of fine."

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 24 be retained (Senator Abubakar Kyari — Borno North) — Agreed
to.

Question that Clause 24 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 25: The Principal Act is amended by inserting after section "152", new sections
"152A", "152B", "152C" and "152D" as follows:

"152A. Subject to the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,

1999 (as amended), the provisions of this Act guaranteeing the

conduct of free, fair and credible elections by the Independent

National Electoral Commission shall apply with equal force to

elections conducted by State Independent Electoral Commissions
in the Federation. :

[52B  All elections conducted by a State Independent Electoral Commission to a
Tocal government council in the Federation shall be in compliance with the
provisions and spirit of this Act, with election procedures stated in this
Act. '

[52C. Any election conducted by a State Independent Electoral Comumission to
a local government council in the Federation in violation of section 152B
or any provision of this Act shall be null, void and of no effect
whatsoever,

152D. Any official of a State Independent Electoral Commission who acts in
contravention of section 152B or any provision of this Act shall be subject
to prosecution as if he were an official of the Independent National
Electoral Commission."

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 25 be retained (Senator Abubakar Kvari — Borno North) — Agreed
to. '

Question that Clause 25 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 26: Paragraph 46(4) of the First Schedule to the Principal Act is amended by inserting
after the word "consent” in line 2, the expression "; such documentary evidence
shall be deemed demonstrated in open court; the parties in the petition shall be
entitled to address and urge argument on the content of the document; and the
tribunal or court shall scrutinize or investigate the content of the documents as part
of the process of ascribing probative value to the documents or otherwise."
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Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 26 be retained (Senator Abubakar Kyari — Borno North) — Agreed

to.

Question that Clause 26 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 27; Section 156 of the Principal Act is amended by:

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

inserting after the definition of the words "Electoral Officer”, the definition
of the expressicn "electronic format”, as follows:

"elecironic format" refers to the electronic version of the Register of
Yoters or National Electronic Register of Election Results, as the case may
be, created, recorded, transmitted or stored in digital form or in other
intangible form by electronic, magnetic or optical means or by any other
means that has capabilities for creation, recording, transmission or storage
similar to those means and which may be converted to or reproduced in a
paper document.

inserting after the definition of the phrase "National Assembly”, the
definition of the expression "number of voters not accredited”, as follows:

""number of unaccredited voters” as used in section 49(4) of this Act
means number of intending voters not accredited to vote in a polling unit
under section 49(3) of this Act.”

inserting after the definition of the word "President”, the definition of the
expression "Presiding Officer”, as follows:

""Presiding Officer” means a person appointed by the Commission to be
in charge of the conduct of election in a polling unit or polling station, and
this shall include persons who may be under different titles but who are
charged by the Commission with the same responsibilities at a polling unit
or polling station as a Presiding Officer."; and

inserting after the definition of the words "Presiding Officer", the
definition of the expression "published manuals, guidelines, regulations
procedures, or directives issued by the Commission for the conduct of the
election”, as follows:

"published manuals, guidelines, regulations procedures, or directives issued by the
Commission for the conduct of the election” means any book, booklet or manual
published by the Commission -

{a)
(b)

(¢)

(e)

that is consistent with the provisions of this Act;

for the purpose of guiding the conduct of free, fair and credible elections;
and

which is made public by the Commission at least seven (7) days before the
date of a general election.”

inserting after the definition of the word "Return”, the definition of the
expression "Returning Officer”, as follows:

"Returning Officer" means a person appointed by the Comimission to be in
charge of the conduct of an election in a constituency, and this shall
include persens who may be under different titles but who are charged by
the Commission with the same responsibilities in a constituency as a
Rewrning Cfficer.”
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10.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 27 be retained (Senaior Abubakar Kyari — Borno North) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 27 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 28: Citation:
This Bill may be cited as the Electoral Act No. 6, 2010 (Amendment) Bill, 2017.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 28 be retained (Senator Abubakar Kyari — Borno North) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 28 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Amendment Proposed:

Section 33 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting a proviso as follows:

“Provided that in the case of such withdrawal or death of a candidate, the political party affected
shall within. 10 days of the occurrence of the event held a fresh primary election to produce and
submit a fresh candidates to the Independence National Electoral Cominission for the election
concerned.” (Senator Ike Ekweremadu — Enugu West).

Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Chairman to report Bill.
(SENATE IN PLENARY)
The Senate President reported that the Senate in the Committee of the Wholé éonsideréd .the

Report of the Committee on Independent National Electoral Commission on the Independent
National Electoral Commission Act (Amendment) Bill, 2017 and approved as follows:

Clauses 18(10) - 21 — As Recommended
Clause 22 — Deleted

Clauses 23 - 28 — As Recommended
Section 33(Principal Act) — As Amended

Question: That the Senate do approve the Report of the Committee of the Whole — Resolved in the
Affirmative.

Motion made: That the Bill be now Read the Third Time (Sér‘mte Leader).
Question put and agreed (o,
Bill accordingly Read the Third Time and Passed.

Committee on Establishment and Public Services:
Report on the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants Bill, 2017 (SB. 236):

Consideration of Report deferred to another Legislative Day.
Committee on Establishment and Public Services:

Report on the Environmental Managers Registration Council of Nigeria (Establishment, etc.)
Bill, 2017 (SB. 88):
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1.

Consideration of Report deferred to another Legislative Day.

Nigerians in Diaspora (Establishment) Commission Bill, 2017 (HB. 160):
Motion made: That a Bill for an Act to establish the Nigerians in Diaspora Comrnission Bill, 2017
be read the Second Time (Senate Leader).

Debate:
Question put and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Second Time and referred to the Committee of the Whole.

Motion made: Pursuant to Rule 81, that the Senate do resolve into the Committee of the Whole to
consider a Bill for an Act to establish the Nigerians in Diaspora Commission Biil, 2017
(Concurrence) (Senate Leader).

Question put and agreed to.
(SENATE IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

CONSIDERATION OF A BILL FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE NIGERIANS IN DIASFORA
COMMISSION, PROVIDE FOR THE ENGAGEMENT OF NIGERIANS IN DIASPORA IN THE POLICIES,
PROJECTS AND PARTICIPATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF NIGERIA AND POR THE PURPOSE OF
UTILISING THE HUMAN, CAPITAL AND MATERIAL RESOURCES OF NIGERIANS IN DIASPORA
TOWARDS THE OVERALL SQCIO-ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT OF
NIGERIA: AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

PART I — ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NIGERIANS IN DIASPORA COMMISSION

Clause 1: Establishment of the Nigerians in Diaspora Commission (NIDCOM).
(L There is established for the Federation, the Nigerians in Diaspora
Commission (in this Bill referred to as the "Commission") which shall —

(@) be under the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and

(&) be constituted in accordance with and have such powers and
functions as conferred on it by this Bill.

(2) The Commission —

(@) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a common
seal,

(b) may sue and be sued in its corporate name;

© and may, for the purposes of its functions, acquire, hold or dispose
of property (whether moveable or immovable);

{d) is a designated Commission in Nigeria charged with the
responsibility of coordinating and providing an organized system
of collaborations of Nigerians in Diaspora for their contributions
by identifying, preserving and mobilizing the human, capital and
material resources and expertise to the general development of
Nigeria,
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Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 1 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 1 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
Clause 2: Composition of the Board of the Commission.
) There shall be for the Commission a Governing Board (in this Bill referred
to as “the Board™) which shall consist of —

(@) a chairman who shall —

H be the chief executive and accounting officer of the
Commission,

(i) be a person of high integrity, and

(fify  possess not less than 15 years experience in Public
Serviee.

(b) a representative each —
@ from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and

(ii) employed in the Civil Service, not below the rank of a

Director;
(©) Z representatives each from Nigerian in Diaspora Organisations
in —
6 America,

(i Europe,
(@)  Asia, and 1 in —
(i) Australia,
(v) Africa;
(d) a legal practitioner of not less than 10 years post-call experience.

(2) The Chairman and members of the Commission shall be appointed by the
President subject to confirmation by the Senate,

3 The supplementary provisions set out in the Schedule to this Bill shall have
effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board of the Commission and
the other matters contained therein.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 2 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 2 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
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Clause 3: Functions of ihe Board.
The Board shall be responsible for the general administration of the Commission
and, in particular, shall —

(a) formulate general policies for the regulation and development of the
capital market and the achievement and exercise of the functicns of the
Commission;

&) approve the audited and managernent accounts of the Commission;
{c) appoint Auditors for the Commission;

(d) consider and approve the annual budget of the Commission as may be
presented to it by the management

(e) appoint, promote, terminate and exercise disciplinary control over the
staff of the Commission;

) establish zonal offices of the Commission; and

(2 carry out such other activities as are necessary and expedient for the
purpose of achieving the objectives of the Commission.

Commiitee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 3 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 3 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 4: Head office of the Commission. _
The Commission shall have its head office in the Federal Capital Territory and
other offices in any part of Nigeria as may be determined by the Board of the

Commission.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 4 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 4 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 5: Tenure of office.
(1 The Chairman and members of the Commission shall hold office for a
period of 4 years and may be re-appointed for a further term of 4 years
and no more.

@ Notwithstanding the provision of section 2 of this Bill, the appointment
under section 2 (1) (¢) shall be on recommendations made by the
respective coniinental Nigerians in Diaspora Organisations (NIDO),
professional groups and socio-cultural groups.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 5 be retained (Senate Leader)y — Agreed to.

Cuestion that Clause 5 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.




Ne, 77

Thursday, 30th March, 2017 1363

Clause 6:

Cessation of office.

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 3, a member of the Board shall cease to

hold office if he —

(@) becomes of unsound mind;

(h) becomes bankrupt or makes a compromise with creditors;

(© is convicted of a felony or any offence involving dishonesty;

@ is guilty of serious misconduct in refation to his duties; or

(e) is a person who has a professional qualification, and is disqualified or
suspended (other than at his own request) from practicing his profession

in any part of Nigeria by the order of any competent authority made in
respect of him personally.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 6 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 6 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 7:

Vacancy in membership.
Where a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Commission —

(@) it shall be filled by the appointment of & successor to hold office for the
remaining term of office of his predecessor; and

b) the successor so appointed shall represent the same geo-political zone or
the continent as the case may be, and the interest of his predecessor.

Commiitee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 7 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 7 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Ciause 8:

PART II — FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION

Powers of the Commission.
The Commission shall have power to—

(@) manage the funds, with respect to the day-to-day tunning of the
Commission;

& mobilize and execute programmes that will compliment and direct the
nation on major areas of accelerated developmen;

(©) formulate policies as the Commission may, from time to time, determine;
@ co-ordinate and harmonize all continental Nigeria Diaspora Organizations; .
(e) advise the government at all levels on matters related to this Bill;

] carry out various trainings for the staff of the Commission;
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(& .set-up a world-wide council (consisting of continental leaderships, regionél
and local leaderships);

)] reach out to Nigerian communities abroad through their various groups,
organizations and professionals bodies;

0] articulate its mandate and that of the Government properly and widely;

)] strengthen the existing administrative set-up of the Nigerian Diaspora
Organization;

(k) work in concert with Nigeria Diaspora Organization, professional

sub-committees, sub-committees on the professional groups and the
various socio-cultural groups; and

0)] design criteria for membership participation.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 8 be retained (Senarfe Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 8 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 9: Departments of the Commission.
(D There shall be established such Departments as the Board may deem fit.

(2) The functions of the Departments shall be determined by the Board.

Commitiee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 9 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 9 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
PART I — STAFF OF THE COMMISSION
Clause 10: Appointment of the Secretary and other staff of the Commission.
O There is established for the Commission a Secretariat which shall be
headed by the Secretary and whose appointment shall be by the President.
2) The Secretary shall be:

(@) the head of the Secretariat of the Comumission;

(& responsible for the administration of the Secretariat and the
keeping of the books and records of the Commission;

(©) appointed for a term of 4 years in the first instance and may be
reappointed for a further term of 4 years subject to satisfactory
performance; and

(d) subject to the supervision and control of the Chairman and the
Comumission.
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3 The Commission may, from time to time, appoint such cther staff or
second officers from government ministries embassy, mission or such
other private or public service as it may deem necessary to assist the
Commission in the performance of its functions under this Bill;

4 The staff of the Commission appointed under subsection (3) of this section,
shall be appointed upon such terms and conditions as the Commission may,
after consultation with the Federal Civil Service Commission, determine.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 10 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 10 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 11: Staff Regulations.

() The Commission may, subject to the provisions of this Bill, make staff
regulations relating generally to the conditions of service of the employees
of the Commission and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing,
the regulations may provide for —

(a) the appointment, promotion and discipline of employees of the
Commission; and

(&) appeals by such employees against disciplinary measures, and
until the regulations are made, any instrument relating to the
conditions of service of officers in the Civil Service of the
Federation shall be applicable, with such modifications as may be
necessary, to the employees of the Commission.

(2) Staff regulations made under subsection (1) of this section shall not have
effect until approved by the Commission, and when so approved, the
regulations may not be published in the Gazette but the Commission shall
cause them to be brought to the notice of all affected persons in such
manner as it may, from time to time, determine.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 11 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 11 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 12: Pensions Referm Act, No. 2, 2004.
Service in the Commission shall be public service for the purposes of the Pensions
Reforms Act and, accordingly, officers and other persons employed in the
Commission shall, in respect of their service in the Commission. be entitled to
pension and grafuities,

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 12 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 12 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 13: Training programine. _ . _
The Commission shall initiate, develop or improve specific training programme
for its officers and other personnel, charged with the responsibility for the
implementation of the Commission programines created by this Bill and such
programme shall include:
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(@)

&)

(©)
(@)
(@

(&)
(h)
@

)

(k)

D

(m)
(@)
(©)
@

(@)

(r

(s)

methods used in attending to and collecting information about the NIDO
members, professional group members and socio-cultural groups for the
purpose of registration and storage of their proposals as specified and
created under this Bill;

mobilization framework and parameters that will clearly articulate
proposals of the NIDO member or organization, professional groups and
socio-cultural organisation;

mobilization of clearly defined members;

clear definition of goals;

qualifying attributes for membership and participation;

definition of settings for mobilization activities;

listing of tools needed to employ for effective mobilization;

funds for mobilization;

techniques to be used by persons involved in implementing the programmes
created under this Bill, including the offences thereto and appropriate

counter-measure;

detection and monitoring of the movement of funds and proceeds and
property derived from Governments and endowment fund intended to be
used by the Commission;

methods used for the transfer, concealment or disguise of such proceeds,
property or instruments;

law enforcement techniques;

custody of records and evidences;

legal prosecution, representation and défence;

dissemination of information on the NIDO member or its organization;

membership recruitment through regional conferences, individual contact,
or special meetings with existing groups

improve adminisirative facilities at the NIDO Continental Headquarters
in Washington DC area (NIDO America), London (NIDO Europe),
Singapore (NIDQ), Asia and Accra or Johannesburg (NIDO Africa);

improve administrative facilities at the professional groups and
socio-cultural groups headquarters all over the world; and

creation of awareness through press and other media.
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Commiittee s Recommendation: )
That the provision in Clause 13 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 13 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

PART IV — FUNDS AND FINANCIAL PROVISIONS OF THE COMMISSION

Clause 14: Fund of the Commission.

(D

2)

The Commission shall establish and maintain a fund from which all
expenses incurred by the Commission shall be defrayed.

The Fund shall comprise funds derived from but not limited to the
following source —

{a) such money as may be appropriated by the National Assembly or
granted or Contributed by a State, local government, statutory
body, international body, international donor agency,
non-governmental organization and membership due;

()] fees charged by the Commission under this Bill;

{© interests on investments made from the operation of the
Commission; and

(@ all other assets that may from time to time accrue to the
Commission. -

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 14 be retained (Senate Leadery — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 14 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 15: Investment of Moneys in the Fund,
Subject to section 14 of this Bill, moneys in the Fund which may at any time be
surplus to the current needs of the Commission shall be invested in such securities
as may be approved by the Board.

Commiittee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 15 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 15 do stand part of the Bill, put and ‘ag'reed fo.

Clause 16: Borrowing and Investment Power.

(L

@

The Commission may, in accordance with the general guidelines or
authority given by the Government of the Federation borrow by way of
loan or overdraft from any source, any money required by the Commission
to meet its obligations and its functions under this Bill.

The Commission may, subject to the provisions of this Bill and condition
of trust in respect of funds held or any property owned by the Commission,
invest any but not ail of the funds with the same consent or general
authority.
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(3)

(4)

. Without prejudice to the power of the Commission to set aside from the

Fund appropriate amounts for replacements, contingencies or other
purposes, the Commission may establish and maintain a general reserve.

The management of the general reserve, the sums to be carried from time
to time to the credit of the general reserve, the charges tc be made against
the general reserve and any other application of the Commission moneys
comprised therein, shall be as the Commission may, with. the approval of
the Minister, determine: ‘

Provided that no part of the moneys comprised in the general reserve shall
be applied otherwise than for the purposes of this Bill.

Commitiee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 16 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 16 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 17: Accounts and aundit.

(D

2

(3)

The Commission shall keep proper records of its accounts and shall
prepare in respect of each financial year a statement of accounts of the
Division as the Minister may direct.

The accounts of the Commission shall be audited by auditors appointed
from the list of auditors and in accordance with the guidelines laid down
by the Auditor-General of the Federation.,

As soon as the accounts of the Commission have been audited, the
Directorate shall furnish a copy of the state of accounts to the President
and the National Assembly through the Minister, together with a copy of
any report made by the auditors on their statement or on the accounts .

Commiitee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 17 be retained (Senare Leader) — Agreed fo.

Question that Clause 17 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 18: Annual Report.

ey

2)

The Departments shall prepare and submit to the Minister not later than
the last day of May in each financial year a report in such form as the
Minister may direct on the activities of the Departments during the last
preceding financial year, and shall include in the report a copy of the
audited accounts for the last preceding financial year and of the auditor's
report of those accounts.

The Minister shall cause copies of each report made to him under this
section to be laid before the President and each of the Houses of the
National Assembly, respectively.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 18 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 18 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
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Clause 19: Powers to accept gifts.

¢y The Commission may accept gifts of property (including interests in land)
money and other assets upon such terms and conditions (if any) as may be
specified by the person or organization making the gift,

(2) The Commission shall not accept any gift if the conditions attached by the

donor are inconsistent with the functions and objectives of the Commission.

Commifttee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 19 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed io.

Cuestion that Clause 19 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed t0.

PART V — LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

Clause 20: Limitation of suit against the Commission Cap. P41 LFN, 2004,

o)

2

#)

Subject to the proceedings of this Bill, the provisions of the Public Otficers
Protection Act shall apply in relation to any suit instituted against any
member or officer or employee of the Commission,

Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law or enactment, no suit
against a member of the Board, the Executive Secretary or any other
officer or employee of the Board, for any act done in pursuance or
execution of this Bill or any other law or enactment, or of any public duties
or authority or in respect of any alleged neglect or default in the execution
of this Bill or any other law or enactment, duties or authority, shall lic or
be instituted in any court unless it is conunenced —

(@ within 3 months next after the act, neglect or default complained
of; or

(b) in the case of a continnation of damage or injury, within six
months after the ceasing thereof.

No suit shall be commenced against a member of the Board, the Executive
Secretary or any other officer or employee of the Commission before the
expiration of a period of one month after written notice of the intention to
commence the suit shall have been served on the Commission by the
intending plaintiff or his agent.

The notice referred to in subsection (3) of this section shall clearly and
explicitly state:

(@) the cause of action;
)] the particulars of the claim;
(©) the name and place of abode of the plaintiff;

(@ the relief which he claims.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 20 be retained (Senare Leader) — Agreed to.

Question thar Clause 20 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
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Ciause 21: Service of document.

' A notice, summons or other document required or authorized to be served on the
Commission under the provisions of this Bill or any other law or enactment may
be served by delivering it to the Secretary or by sending it by registered post
addressed to the Executive Secretary at the principal office of the Commission .

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 21 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 21 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 22: Restriction on execution against property of the Commission.

(1) In any action or suit against the Commission, no execution or attachment
of process in the nature thereof shall be issued against the Commission
unless not less than 3 months notice of the intention to execute or attach has
been given to the Commission. ' '

2 Any sum of money which by the judgment of any court has been awarded
against the Commission shall, subject to any direction given by the court,
where no notice of appeal against the judgment has been given, be paid
from the Account of the Commission.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 22 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 22 do stand pait of the Bill, put and agreed 1o.
PART VII — MISCELLANEOUS

Clause 23: Directives by the Minister, etc.
The Minster may, give directives in writing to be served on a Director of a
Department, requiring the Director to furnish the Minster with all information
within his power relating to such matters connected with any activity of the
Department as may be specified in the directives and the Director shall comply
with the requirements of the directives.

Comumittee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 23 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to,

Question that Clause 23 do stand part of the Bill, put and qgre'ed to.

Clause 24: Indemnity of Commission’s officials.
Any official or employee of the Commission shall be indemnified out of assets of
the Commission against any liability incurred by him in defending any proceeding
whether civil or criminal, if the proceeding is brought against him in his capacity
as officer or employee of the Commission.

Comimnitiee’s Recommendation: :
That the provision in Clause 24 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 24 do stand parr of the Bill, put and agreed to.
Clause 25: Regulations.

The Board may make regulations, rules or orders to give full effect to the provision
of this Bill.
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Commiitee’s Recommendation: :
That the provision in Clause 25 be retained {Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Cuestion that Clause 25 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 26:

Interpretation.
In this Bill —

"chapter" refers to the umbreila body of the Continental NIDO, Professional
group, socio-cultural group or agency or other similar body established and
maintained by government for that purpose; coded "NIDCOM" Card means the
coded membership card directed to be issued upon registration of a Nigerian in
Diaspora, and as provided under section 6 (&) of this Bill.

Question that the meaning of the word “chapter” be as defined in the interpretation
to this Bill — Agreed 10.

"Division" means the Division in the Commission established by section 24 of this
Bill.

Question that the meaning of the word “Division” be as defined in the interpretation
to this Bill — Agreed to.

"Minister" means the Minister charged with responsibility for matters relating to
foreign affairs.

Question that the meaning of the word “Minister” be as defined in the interpretation
to this Bill — Agreed to.

"NIDQ" means Nigerians in Diaspora Organisation.

Question that the meaning of the word “NIDO” be as defined in the interpretation
to this Bill — Agreed to.

"Professional and socio-cultural groups"” means the professional and socio-cultural
groups duly recognized by the Embassies, Consulate or High Commission of that
country and Nigeria.

Question that the meaning of the words “Professional and socio-cultural groups” be
as defined in the interpretation to this Bill — Agreed to.

"President” means the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Question thar the meaning -of the word “President” be as defined in the
interpretation to this Bill — Agreed to.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 26 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 26 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed ro.

Clause 27:

Citation.
This Bill may be cited as the Nigerians in Diaspora (Establishment) Commission
Bill, 2017.
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Commitiee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 27 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed io.

Question that Clause 27 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed io.

SCHEDULE

Section 2 (3)
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF THE COMMISSION

1 () Subject to this Bill and section 27 of the Interpretation Act, the Commission may
make standing orders regulating its proceedings or those of any of its Committees.

{2 At any meeting of the Commission the Chairman shall preside but if he is absent,
the members present at the meeting shall appoint one of them to preside at the
meeting. :

(3 The quorum for the meeting of the Board of the Commission shall be 5 members.

(4) Where the Commission desires to obtain the advice of any person on a particular
matter, the Commission may co-opt him as a member for such period as it thinks
fit; but a person who is a2 member by virtue of this paragraph shall not be entitled
to vote at any meeting of the Commission and shall not count towards a quorum.

Commiitee
2 (O The Commission may appoint one or more standing or Ad-hoc Committees to carry
out on its behalf such of its functions as it may determine.

(2) A committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of such number of
persons (not necessarily members of the Commission) as may be determined by
the Commission; and a person other than a member of the Commission shall hold
office on the Committee in accordance with the terms of his appointment.

)] A decision of a Committee of the Commission shall be of no effect until it is
confirmed by the Board.

4 The quorum of a meeting of the commitiee of the Commission shall be as
determined by the Board.

(5) The Chairman shall have casting vote.

3. Any member of the Commission and any person holding office on a committee of the

Commission who has a personal interest in any contract or arrangement entered into or
proposed to be considered by the Commission or a committee thereof shall forthwith
disclose his interest to the Commission and shall not vote on any question relating to the
contract or arrangement.

Question that the provisions of the Schedule stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Chairman to teport Bill.
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(SENATE IN PLENARY)

The Senate President reported that the Senate in the Committee of the Whole considered a Bill
for an Act to establish the Nigerians in Diaspora Commission Bill, 2017 and approved as follows:

Clauses 1- 27 —_ As Recommended
Schedule — As Recommended

Quesiion: That the Senate do approve the Report of the Committee of the Whole — Resolved in the
Affirmative. :

Morion made: That the Bill be now Read the Third Time (Senate Leader).
Question put and agreed to.
Bill accordingly Read the Third Time and Passed.

12. Chartered Institute of Project Managers of Nigeria (Establishment, etc) Bill, 2017 (HB. 18):
Motion made: That a Bill for an Act to establish the Chartered Institute of Project Managers of
Nigeria (Establishment, ete) Bill, 2017 be read the Second Time (Senate Leader).

Debate:
Question put and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Second Time and referred to the Committee of the Whole.

Motion made: Pursuant to Rule 81, that the Senate do resolve into the Committee of the Whole to
consider a Bill for an Act to establish the Chartered Institute of Project Managers of Nigeria
(Establishment, etc) Bill, 2017 (Concurrence) (Senate Leader).

Question put and agreed to.
(SENATE IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

CONSIDERATION OF A BILL FOR AN ACT 10 ESTABLISH THE CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF PROJECT
MANAGERS OF NIGERIA TO BE CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR REGISTRATION AND
DISCIPLINING OF ITS MEMBERS; AND FOR OTHER RELATED MATTERS.

PART I — ESTABLISHMENT OF CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF PROJECT MANAGERS
OF NIGERIA, ITS FUNCTION, ETC.

Clause 1: Fstablishment of the Chartered Institute of Project Managers of Nigeria and
its Functions, etc.
(1) There is established a body to be known as the Chartered Institute of
Project Managers of Nigeria (in this Bill referred to as "the Institute")
which shall be a body corporate under that name and be charged with the
general duty of —

(@ determining and reviewing, from time to time, the academic
standards, knowledge and skills that shall be attained by persons
seeking to qualify as registered members of the Chartered Institute
of Project Managers of Nigeria (in this Bill referred to as "the
Professional");
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@)

€

)

& ensuring that its members maintain a reputable and high standard
of behavior expected of any professional project management or
related management function in Nigeria and other parts of the
world;

(©) providing for the training, education and examination of persons
desiring to become professional project manager or consultant
according to the provisions of this Bill whether in Nigeria or

abroad;
(d) regulating the discipline and professional conduct of its members,;
(e promoting and projecting the welfare of its members both in

Nigeria and abroad;

B arranging conference, seminars, symposia and meeting for
discussion of supplies and related matters, reading of papers and
delivery of lectures, publishing copies of abridgement of papers,
books, lectures, records and other memoranda instilling high
standard of professional ability and knowledge by means of
periodic issue of journals of the Institute and to organize post
qualification courses for its members; and

(g performing such functions as are incidental to the objects or as the
Council may deem necessary for the attainment of all or any of
these objects.

The Institute shall have perpetual succession and a common seal which
shall be kept in such custody as the Council may, from time to time,
authorize.

The Institute may sue and be sued in its corporate name and may, subject
to the Land Use Act, hold, acquire and dispose of any property movable
or immovable.

The Institute shall, accordance with the provisions of this Bill, ensure the
establishment and maintenance of a register of Fellows, Honorary
Fellows, Chartered, Graduate, Associate and corporate members of the
institute and the publication of their lists from time to time,

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause | be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 1 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 2: Establishment and Composition of the Governing Council of the Institute,

4y

@

There is established for the Institute, a governing council (in this Bill
referred to as the "the Council™) which shall be charged with the
responsibility for the administration and general management of the
Institute.

The Council shall consist of the following members, who are Fellows and
Chartered Members of the Institute:

{a) Chairman of the Governing Council of the Institute;
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()
(©
@)

(e

)

(&
)

a President of the Institute;
the two Vice-President of the Institute;

a representative each of the Federal Ministry of —
(@) Finance;

i) Works and Housing;
(iif)  Education;

two representatives of the Nigeria Association of Chambers of
Commerce, Industry Mine and Agriculmure (NACCIMA);

a co-ordinator from each of the geopolitical zones of the
Federation;

immediate past President of the Institute;

a Registrar of the Institute, who shall also be the Secretary of the
Council.

3 The provisions set out in the First Schedule to this Bill shall have effect
with respect to the qualifications and tenure of Office of members of the
Council and other matters therein mentioned.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 2 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Cuestion that Clause 2 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 3: Appointment of the Chairman of the Governing Board of the Institute,
There shall be for the Institute, a Chairman of the Governing Council who shall be
the pioneer President of the institute to be appointed on that sole basis and shall
hold office for an unlimited period except otherwise resigned, dead, or
permanently incapacitated.

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 3 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 3 do stand part of the Bill, put and agréed to.

Clause 4: Election of President and Vice-Presidents of the Institute.
There shall be for the Trstimte a President, and two Vice Presidents, who shall be
Chartered Members of Fellows of the Institute, to be elected by the Chartered
Members at an annual general meeting and hold Office each for a term of two
years from the date of election and shall not be eligible for re-election after two
terms of two years each.

Commiitee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 4 be retained (Senare Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 4 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
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Clause 5: Admission to the Institute, Classes of Members and Recognition of National

Service.
Subject to the provisions of this Bill, a person or body admitted to the
Institute shall possess adequate knowledge of project management and be
registered as a member of the Institute in the category of —

D

(2)

(a) Fellow;

(&) Honorary Fellow;

(©) Chartered Member;

(@ Graduate Member;

(e) Associate Member;

H Corporate Member; and

(2) Student Member.

A person or body accorded by the Council the status of a member shall be
enrolled as —

(a) a Fellow, if he is a member of high professional or administrative

&)

standing who —

)

(i)

has served the Institute and had not less than Seven (7)
years experience in a senior project management post in
a private or public organization at the time of this
application or enrolment; or

is not currently engaged in project management but has
been employed in senior management position in private
or public organization for not less than seven (7) years;

Chartered Member if —

D

(i)

(ii)

(iv)

he has passed all the examinations prescribed by the
Council, and has 2 minimum of three years continuous
working experience in project management in any private
or public organization; or

he is a chartered member of a foreign project
management professional body recognized by the Council
and his class of the membership is, in the opinion of the
Council equivalent to that of membership of the Institute
and he has a minimum of one year working experience in
any private or public organization in Nigeria, and shall
have passed a stipulated examination before enrolment;

he has updated his professional knowledge at least once in
a year through the Institute's mandatory proficiency
programme; or

he is eligible for election into any position in the Institute
and has. paid his fees for four consecutive years
immediately preceding the year of election;
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3

e

)

(6)

D

(c) Graduate Memiber, if he is in possession of requisite academic
qualification and has passed all the examinations prescribed by the
Council;

)] Associate Member if he is in possession of requisite qualifications
from other fields of study as may be determined from time to time
- by the Council and he shall not be eligible te vote or be voted for

at elections of the Instituie;

(&) Honorary Fellow if he is a person of distinction in the field of
project management, law, accounting, politics, economy,
management, engineering or any similar discipline, but he shall
not be eligible to vote or be voted for at any election of the
institute;

f3] Corporate Member if it is an employer of labour and meets the
criteria set by the Council for registration in that category: and

(g Student Member if he is pursuing a course in project management
in any institution approved by the Council but —

)] he shall not be eligible to vote or be voted for at elections
of the Institute; and

61)] his name shall not appear in the membership registrar.

For the purpose of subsection (2) {f) of this section, all corporate members
shall cause their staff in project management functions to register with the
institute to foster their ethical standards and self-regulation in the project
management profession.

A person who desires t¢ be admitted into the Institute shall make a formal
application to the Registrar of the Institute on the appropriate form as
shall, from time to time, be prescribed by the Council and shall state under
what class of membership he seeks admission.

A person applying for membership shall, in addition to evidence of
qualification satisfy the Council that —
(@) he is of good character; and

(b) he has not been convicted by'any court of tribunal in Nigeria or
elsewhere of an offence invoiving fraud or dishonesty, or such
other offences as, in the opinion of the Council, would render the

© applicant unfit to be a member of the Institute. :

The Registrar shall place before the Council all applications for admission
stating in each case whether the applicant is qualified for registration in the
class under which he seeks admission and if not so qualified, whether he
qualifies for admissicn under other class.

Where the Council satistied that the person is qualified for admission -~

@ under the class for which he applied, the Registrar shall, upon
payment of the prescribed fees by the applicant, enroll the person
in that class, and issue him a certificate of membership
appropriate for that class; and
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(i) into another class other than for which he applied, the Registrar
shall, upeon the person's application, amend his application to state
the class under which he is qualified and the Registrar shall, after
the amendment and upon payment of the prescribed fees by the
applicant, register him and issue a certificate of membership
appropriate for that class.

(&) Fellows and Chartered Members of the Institute shall be entitled to use
after their names the word "Fellow (or Honorary Fellow) of the Chartered
Institute of Project Managers of Nigeria" respectively or the initial
"CFPM" and "CMIPM"

® The categories of professional membership of the institute shall include the
following and such members are entitled to use after their names the
accompanied word as follows: Certified Project Manager Technician
(CPMT); Associate (CAPM); Fellow (CFPM); Student Member
(CSPM); Certified Business Project Manager (CBPM); Certified
Professional Project manager (CPPM).

(10) At the completion of the Institute’s final professional examination and
eligible student shall proceed for the National Youth Service in line with
the relevant law establishing it.

(11) A holder of the final professional certificate of the Institute shall be
entitled to employment in private and public service on the same rank
applicable members of other chartered professional bodies in Nigeria.

(12) A holder of the final professicnal certificate of the Institute shall, after 3
vears of graduation, be eligible for a practicing certificate as a "Chartered
Project Manager" on satisfying the Institute's requirement by attending
two consecutive mandatory professional assessment course, at least once
in a year and the certificate is subject to renewal every year, on a fee to
be determined by the Council.

Commiitiee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 3 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 5 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
PART II — FINANCIAL PROVISION

Clause 6. Funds of the Institute.
(1) There shall be established for the Institute a fund Wthh shall be managed
and controlied by the Council.

{2) There shall be paid into the fund established pursuant to subsection (1) of
this section —
(a) atl fees and other monies payable io the Institute;

)] such monies as may be payable to the Institute whether in the
course of the discharge of its functions or otherwise; and

(© such monies as may be held by the Institute of Project Managers
of Nigeria incorporated under the Companies and Allied Matters
Act, 1990 (in this Bill referred to as "the Incorporated Institute")
on its ceasing to exist as provided in this Bill.
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(3)

4

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)

There shall be paid out of the fund of the Institute —

(@) all expenditure incurred by the Council in the discharge of its
functions under this Bill;

(b) the salaries and allowances of the Registrar and other employees
of the Institute; and : :

© such reasonable travelling arid subsistence allowances of members
of the Council in respect of the time spent on official duties of the
Council, as the Council may determine.

Subject to guidelines issue by the Council from time to time, the Institute's
funds and assets shall be invested in any bond, bill or other security issued
or guaranteed by the Federal Govermment or the Central Bank of Nigeria.

The Council may, from time to time, borrow money for the purposes of
the Institute and may mortgage or charge the properties and assets of the
Tnstitute or any part thereof and may issue debenture and other securities
whether outright or as securities for any debt, liability or obligation of the
Institute and any interest or charge payable on monies so borrowed shall
be paid out of the fund of the Institute.

The Council shall kept proper accounts on behalf of the Institute in respect
of each year and proper records in relation to those accounts to be audited
by an auditor and in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the
Auditor-General of the Federation.

The auditor, appointed for the purpose of this section, shall not be a
member of the Council.

The Council shall prepare and submit to the Minister of Commerce not
{ater than twelve months after its establishment and once in each year
thereafter, a report of the activities of the Council in the previous year and
shall include in the report, a copy of the auditor's report,

Committee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 6 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 6 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

Clause 7: Transfer to the Institute of Certain Properties, etc. -

(1

" As from the commencement of this Bill —

(@ all assets and liabilities held or incurred immediately before the
commencement date, by or on behalf of the incorporated Institute
shall vest in the Institute and be held by it for the purpose of the
Institute; '

(b) the Incorporated Institute shall cease to exist; and
(<) subject to subsection (2) of this section, any act, matter or thin

made or done by the Incorporated Institute shall be deemed to have
been done by the Institute.
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@

The provisions of the Second Schedule to this Bill shall have effect with
respect to the matters arising from their transfer by this section to the
Institute of the properties of the Incorporated Institute and with respect to
other matters mentioned in that Schedule.

Comimittee’s Recommendation:
That the provision in Clause 7 be retained (Senate Leader) — Agreed to.

Question that Clause 7 do stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.

PART III — APPOINTMENT OF REGISTRAR AND OTHER STAFF AND THEIR DUTIES

Clause 8: Appointment of Registrar and Other Staff and their Duties.

(1)

2)

)

G

The Council shall —

(@) appoint a fit and proper person whe shall be a member of the
Institute to be the Registrar for the purpose of this Bill; and

)] appoint such other persons as the Council may, from time to time,
deem necessary to assist the Registrar in the performance of his
functions under this Bill.

A person shall be qualified to be appointed to the Office of the Registrar
of the Institate if he —

(@) is a citizen of Nigeria;

&) possesses a relevant qualification from a recognized institution of
higher learning;

{0 hag at least 12 years cognate experience; and

@ possesses professional qualification of —
@ Chartered Institute of Project Managers of Nigeria;
(i Certified Institute of Project Managers, London; or

(fify  National Association. of Project Managers, USA) and
shall have held the position of Deputy Registrar in any
recognized Institution. ‘

The Registrar shall prepare and maintain, in accordance with rules made
by the Council, a register of names, address and approved qualifications
and of such particulars, as may be specified in the rules, of all persons
who are entitled, in accordance with the provision of this Bill, to be
registered as member of the profession in the categories of PFellows,
Chartered Members, Associate Members or Honorary Members and who
in the manner prescribed by such rules, by such rules, apply to be so
registered.

The register shall consist of six parts, one for each class of membership
namely —

(@) Fellows;
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&)

(6)

@

)
(c)
(@)
(e
o

Chartered Membefs;
Graduate Members;
Associate Members;
Corporate Mémbers; and

Honorary Fellows.

Subject to this section, the Council shall make rules to necessary
professional forms and keeping of the register and the making of entries
of particulars therein —

(a)

@)

(©)

(@

(€)

regulating the making of applications for enrolment or registration,
as the case may be and providing for the nature of evidence toc be
produced in support of applications;

providing for the notification to the Registrar by the person to
whom any registered particulars concern, of any change in those
particulars;

authorizing a registered member to have any qualification which
is in relation to the relevant division of the profession, for the
purpose of this Bill;

specifying the fees, including annual subscription, to be paid in the
Institute; and

specifying anything failing to be specified under this section.

Any rule for the purpose of subsection (5) (d) of this section shall not come
into force until they are confirmed at a special meeting of the Institute
convened for the purpose at the next annual general meeting, as the case
may be.

The Registrar shall —

(@)

- (®)

©

(d)

correct, in accordance with the directions of the Council, any
entry in the register which the Council directs him to correct as
being in the opinion of the Council an entry which was incorrectly
made;

make, from time to time, any necessary alteration to the
registered particulars of registered persons;

delete from the register the name of any registered member who
died, or ceased to be a member or any member coavicted of
professional misconduct; and

record the names of member of the Institute who are in default for
more than six months in the payment of annual subscriptions and
take such action in relation thereto as the Council may direct or
require.
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If the Registrar —

(@) sends by post, e-mail, telephone or fax to any registered person,
a registered letter endorsed to him at his address on the register
in