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1. Prayers 

2. Approval of the Votes and Proceedings 

3. Oaths  

4. Announcements (if any)            

5. Petitions  
                                              
 

 
 
 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS 
 
 

        1. Report of the Committee on Primary Healthcare and Communicable disease  
National Centre for Disease Control Prevention (Establishment, etc) Bill, 2018 (SB. 256) 
Sen. Mao Ohuabunwa (Abia North)                        
-That the Senate do receive the report of the Committee on Health on the National Centre for Disease Control 
Prevention (Establishment, etc) Bill, 2018 (SB. 256) – To be Laid. 

        2. Report of the Committee on Defence 
Influx of Refugees from the Republic of Cameroun to some border communities in Cross River State     
Sen.  Abubakar Kyari (Borno North)                        
-That the Senate do receive the report of the Committee on Defence on the motion in respect of the Influx of 
Refugees from the Republic of Cameroun to some border communities in Cross River State and its attendant 
security fallout– To be Laid. 

3. Report of the Ad-hoc Committee on Investigation of Arrest Episodes of Tuesday 21st November, 2017 between 
Officers of EFCC, NIA and DSS 
Sen.  Francis Alimikhena (Edo North)                        
-That the Senate do receive the report of the Ad-hoc Committee on  Investigation of Arrest Episodes of 
Tuesday 21st November, 2017 between Officers of Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, Nigeria 
Intelligence Agency and Directorate of State Security Services – To be Laid. 

 

4. Report of the Committee on Communications 
Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) Budget Proposal for the year ending 31st December, 2017                           
Sen.  Gilbert Nnaji (Enugu East)                                      
-That the Senate do receive the report of the Committee on  Communications on the Nigerian 
Communications Commission (NCC) Budget Proposal for the year ending 31st December, 2017 – To be Laid. 

 

5. Report of the Committee on Communications 
Universal Service Provision Fund (USPF) Budget Proposal for the year 31st December, 2017                              
Sen.  Gilbert Nnaji (Enugu East)                         
-That the Senate do receive the report of the Committee on  Communications on the Universal Service 
Provision Fund (USPF) Budget Proposal for the year 31st December, 2017 – To be Laid. 
 
 
 
 
 

           407                       Wednesday, 28th March, 2018                                139 



 
ORDERS OF THE DAY  

MOTIONS 

 

1. The urgent need to include the Eastern Rail Lines in the Nigerian Railway Development Project. 
 
Sponsor: Sen. Victor C. Umeh (Anambra Central)  
 
The Senate: 
 
 
Notes that inclusiveness is the essence of governance in a democracy which is further buttressed by the 
provisions of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as amended) which categorically states 
in Section 15 Sub-sections 3(a) and 4: 
 
“(3) For the purpose of promoting national integration, it shall be the duty of the state to – 

(a) Provide adequate facilities for and encourage free mobility of people, goods and services throughout the 
Federation; … 

(4) The state shall foster a feeling of belonging and of involvement among the various people of the Federation, 
to the end that loyalty to the nation shall override sectional loyalties”; 

 
Notes that the Eastern Narrow Rail Lines of the Nigerian Railways (originating from Port-Harcourt going 
through South-East to the Northern parts of Nigeria) are now in a deplorable condition notwithstanding the 
Federal Government’s rekindled determination to resuscitate the nation’s Rail Transport System; 
 
Notes Further that presently the Eastern Rail Lines are not in use and trains no longer ply these routes in 
moving people and goods in and out of the old Eastern Region leading to decline in economic activities; 
 
Observes that the deplorable condition of the Eastern Rail Lines of the Nigerian Railways has increased the 
cost of transportation, commodities and job creation in Nigeria, bearing in mind that modern rail transport 
system is one of the fastest, safest and easiest means of transporting people and commodities from one 
destination to another, as well as offering employment to many of the citizens of the country;   
 
Further Observes that in the past livestock and other farm produce were transported easily from the Northern 
parts of Nigeria to the Eastern parts by train. With the closure of the Eastern Rail Lines, the cost of 
transporting people, goods and services by road has risen astronomically;   
 
Worried that in the process of developing a modern Rail Transport System that will enhance economic growth 
and development in Nigeria, the Federal Government’s current Railway Modernization Project has excluded 
the Eastern Rail Lines; 
 

Further worried by the non-inclusion of the Eastern Rail Lines which connects the Eastern parts of the country 
to the Northern parts of the country in the 2018 Budget proposal and recent approved $6.8 Billion Dollar 
foreign loan dedicated to this Programme; 
 

Convinced that the people of the South-East and South-South of Nigeria will continue to feel neglected if the 
Eastern Rail Lines’ outdated narrow gauge rails are not converted to standard gauge Rails;  
 

Further Convinced that the Senate’s intervention in reviving the Eastern Railways will foster sustainable 
socioeconomic relationship with the people of the South-East, South-South and other parts of Nigeria, 
promote national integration, ultimately boost the Nigerian economy and give a sense of belonging to users of 
the Eastern Rail Lines, 
 
Accordingly resolves to: 
 

i. Call on the Federal Government to restore Services on the Eastern Rail Lines which is 
currently out of use; 

 
ii. Call on the Federal Government to include the Eastern Rail Lines in its on-going Railway 

Standardization Programme and reflect same in 2018 Appropriation Bill for implementation; 
and 
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iii. Urge the Federal Government to include the Eastern Rail Lines of the Nigerian Railways as 

one of the beneficiaries of the $6.8 Billion Dollars loan approved towards the Standardization 
and Modernization of the Nigerian Railways. 

 
 

2. Need to address recurring mass failure in West African Examination Council examination results. 
 
Sponsor: Sen.  Umaru I. Kurfi (Katsina Central) 
 
Notes that there are established recurring cases of mass failure of West African Examination Council 
examination results in the country since 2009 or thereabout which is embarrassing to the nation and 
prejudicial to the interest of Nigerian secondary school students and parents; 
 
Further notes that the WAEC failure rates continued to increase each year as evidence of failure of measures 
taken, if any, by the education authorities over the years; 
 
Worried that in both 2009 and 2010 WAEC, only 25.99 and 24.94 percent respectively passed with 5 credits 
including Mathematics and English, while the remaining others constituting 70 % failed;  
 
Further worried that in 2011 May/June WAEC, only 86,612 out of 1,540,250 candidates that participated in the 
examinations got credits in Mathematics and English Language; 
 
Further worried that in 2012 May/June WAEC, only 649,159 out of 1,672,224 candidates that wrote the 
examinations which represents just 38.81 percent got 5 credits and above including in the core subjects of 
Mathematics and English language; 
 
Disturbed that in 2013 WAEC, only 29.17 percent candidates actually passed the Nov/Dec WAEC examinations 
while 70 percent failed; 
 
Alarmed that in both 2017 and 2018 recent January / February private examinations, only 26.01 percent and 
17.13 percent candidates have passed with 5 credits including Mathematics and English language respectively 
, while the remaining over 70 percent candidates have failed; 
 
Regrets that the anticipated bright future of Nigeria may continue to be bleak if urgent action is not taken to 
address the recurring mess facing the education sector and indeed the future generation of Nigerian leaders, 
 
Accordingly resolves to: 
 

i. Direct the Committee on Education (Basic and Secondary) to summon the Hon. Minister of Education 
and the Head , National Office of the West African Examination Council (WAEC) and any relevant 
stakeholder connected with this problem  for interactive session to identify the causes of WAEC 
recurring mass failure rate and recommend appropriate measures to overcome the challenge ; and 
 

ii. Direct the Committee to submit a comprehensive report to the Senate within one month. 
 
3. Landslide in Tuomo in Burutu Local Government Area of Delta State and the imminent caving in of the town; 

the need for urgent intervention. 
 
Sponsor: Sen.  James E. Manager (Delta South)  
 
Whereas on 14th March, 2018, the inhabitants of Tuomo town in Burutu Local Government Area of Delta state 
were woken up by a devastating and progressive landslide; 
 
Aware that the landslide has caused a near collapse of the shore protection wall built to prevent the moving 
water from flooding and over taking the town; 
 
Aware that right now many houses are at the brink of collapse or at a point of caving in due to the force of the 
water; 
 
Worried that if something is not done urgently the situation would degenerate to a colossal disaster; 
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Aware that the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), the Niger Delta Development Commission 
(NDDC), and the Federal Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs are the relevant bodies to bring succor to the people 
in this regard, 
 
Accordingly resolves to: 

 
i. Mandate the Committee on Niger Delta to visit and inspect Tuomo town and report on the 

content of the motion within seven (7) days; 
 

ii. Urge the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) to immediately take relief 
material, and services to the people of Tuomo town; and 
 

iii. Urge the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) and the Federal Ministry of Niger 
Delta Affairs to take steps to prevent the said shore protection wall from total collapse. 

 
 

PRESENTATION AND CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS 

 
         1. Conference Committee Report 

Petroleum Industry and Governance Bill, 2018 (SB. 237) 
 Sen. Donald O. Alasoadura (Ondo Central)        

-That the Senate do receive and consider the Conference Committee report on the Petroleum Industry and 
Governance Bill, 2018 (SB.  237). 

 
         2. Conference Committee Report 

Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (Prohibition) Bill, 2018 (SB. 22).  
 Sen. Obinna Ogba (Ebonyi Central) 

-That the Senate do receive and consider the Conference Committee report on the Discrimination against 
Persons with Disabilities (Prohibition) Bill, 2018 (SB. 22). 

 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS 

1. Report of the Committee on Housing                                
Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Bill, 2018 (SB. 216) 
Sen.  Barnabas Gemade (Benue North-East)                                                                                    
-That the Senate do consider the report of the Committee on Housing on the Real Estate (Regulation and                         
Development) Bill, 2018 (SB. 216) Adjourned Consideration 15th March, 2018 (Clause 14). 

 
 2.   Report of the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions 

              Sen. Samuel Anyanwu (Imo East)  
-That the Senate do consider the report of the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions in respect 
of a Petition from Kalu Samuel and 348 Others against Michael Okpara Federal University of Agriculture, 
Umudike, Abia State for Unlawful Suspension From Office. 

 
 3.   Report of the Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights and Legal Matters 

Alleged Resumption of Executive Secretary of National Human Rights Commission to Office without 
Confirmation of the Senate                                                    
Sen. David Umaru (Niger East) 
-That the Senate do consider the report of the Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights and Legal Matters on 
the Alleged Resumption of Executive Secretary of National Human Rights Commission to Office without 
Confirmation of the Senate. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 

 
1. A Bill for an Act to amend the Sheriffs and Civil Process Act CAP S56 LFN 2004 and for related matters, 2018 

(SB. 599) –Second Reading                                                           
Sen.  David Umaru (Niger East) . 
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2. A Bill for an Act to provide for the establishment of the Federal College of Education (Technical) Aghoro, 
Bayelsa State  and for other mattes connected therewith, 2018 (SB. 615) – Second Reading                                  
Sen.  Foster Ogola (Bayelsa West). 
 

3. A Bill for an Act to establish the Federal College of Forestry Toungo and for other related matters, 2018 (SB. 
320) – Second Reading. 
Sen. Ahmad Abubakar (Adamawa South). 

 

4.    A Bill for an Act to repeal and re-enact the NDIC Act CAP N102 LFN 2004 and for related matters, 2018 (SB. 
626)  - Second Reading                            
 Sen.  Samuel N. Anyanwu (Imo East). 

       5.    A Bill for an Act to amend the Section 6 of the Revenue Mobilization, Allocation and Fiscal Commission Act  
       CAP R7 LFN 2004 and for other related matters therewith, 2018 (SB. 415) – Second Reading 
       Sen.  Francis Alimikhena (Edo North). 
 
6. A Bill for an Act to amend the Immigration Act and for related matters, 2018 (SB. 230) – Second Reading                                                  

Sen. Gbolahan Dada (Ogun West). 
 

7. A Bill for an Act to provide for the administration of Pension for Judicial Officers of Superior Courts of 
Record in Nigeria and for other matters connected therewith, 2018 (SB. 634) – Second Reading 
Sen.  Chukwuka Utazi (Enugu North). 

 
8. A Bill for an Act to establish the Nigerian Police Academy and for other matters connected therewith, 2018        

(SB. 270) – Second Reading 
Sen. John Enoh (Cross River Central). 

 
9. A Bill for an Act to establish the Nigerian Council for Psychologists and for other related matters, 2018         

(SB. 625) – Second Reading                                                         
Sen.  Murray- Bruce Ben (Bayelsa East). 

10. A Bill for an Act to Repeal the Explosive Act CAP E18 LFN 2004 and Re-enact Explosive Bill, 2018 to make 
provision to Regulate the Manufacture, Possession, Use, Sale, Transportation, Export and Import Explosives 
and other matters, 2018 (SB. 250) – Second Reading                                                              
Sen. Danjuma Laah (Kaduna South). 

 
 
No. Committee          Date     Time    Venue                 
 
 
1. Trade and Investment   Wednesday, 28th March, 2018      12.00noon Conference Room 231 
                  (Public Hearing)     Senate New Building 
 
2. Customs, Excise and Tariff  Wednesday, 28th March, 2018      11.00am Committee Room 107 
                    Senate New Building 
 
3. Nigerian Army    Wednesday, 28th March, 2018      3.00pm  Committee Room 221 
                    Senate New Building 
 
4. Local Content    Wednesday, 28th March, 2018      2.00pm  Committee Room 211 
            Senate New Building 
 
5. Capital Market    Thursday, 29th March, 2018      2.00pm  Committee Room 107 
         (Conference Meeting)    Senate New Building 
 
6. Nigerian Navy    Thursday, 29th March, 2018      12.00noon Committee Room 304 
              (Budget Defence)     Senate New Building   
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