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Abuja.

PRESIDENT
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

Distinguished Senator Abubakar Bukeola Saraki |
President of the Senate, o OFFICE OF THE Paesmem oF
Senate Chambers, | - THE SENATE 3
National Assembiy Ccmplex RE CEIl VE D
Three Arms Zone,

RE: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
2016-2018 EXTERNAL BORRGWENG (RQLLING) PLAN

-1 W|sh to refer to my earher letter in respec‘t of the abave subject
and to inform the Distinguished Senate that the China Eximbank has
approved our request for a. loan to execute the Lagos-Kano: Railway
Modernization Project (Lagos-lbadan Segment) for a sum of $1. 231:'
billion. The Chinese have also informed us that approval of the Lagos-
Kano Railway Modernization Project (Kano-Kaduna Segment) and
Coastal Railway Project {Lagos-Calabar Segment) are imminent.

China Eximbank Supportedej;ebts |

i | Lagos-Kano Railway Modernizatioh Project
(La-gios~l'badan: Segment)' | $1.231 billion

fi Lagos Kano Raalway Modernization PrOJect |
(Kano-Kaduna Segment) ‘ $1.146 billion

i Codstal Railway Pro;ect (Lagos-Calabar Segment). $3.474 billion
Total $5.851 billion




As you are aware, the funds available under the China-Africa Fund
are limited and loan applications from ail African Countries: are funded
based on first come, first served and therefore there is an urgent need

for us: fo sigh these loans as: soon as they are approved or we may lose
| out in the event that we delay in signing the foan agreement These
‘ {oans farm part of our overaﬂ rati fundtng strafegy We are already in the

dramatically and mtroduced even more urgency to the Sftuatmn' in the
Zone than ever before. While the capture and destructiori of the strong
hold of ‘Boko Haram in Sambisa forest was welcome news the recent
unfortunate incident of the bombing of an IDP camp by ‘mistake, with
loss of:civilian lives brings to the fore the need to reséttle the peaple
back fo their homes quickly in- order to-avoid such incidents in the future.
However, for us to be able to do this, there is need for: urgent
consideration of the identified projects whuch will enable us to start
reconstruction and rehabilitation of the region in order to create jobs for
the people and rehabilitate the schools to get the children off the: streets
and into schools. The World Bank has provided a sum of $575 miilion to
assist the FGN in these reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts as well
as for procurement of vaccines and other ancillary facilities for national
routine :mmumzation to eradmate pc:ho after the outbreak in the North




East in 2016 The projects earmarked for the emergency rehabilitation
and reconstruct:an in the: North East are as fsilows

Prekus!y Requested Emergem:y Worid Bank Supperted
Pm}ects .

o 'Poho Er 'dlcat:on Support and Rcutme s
--'_-Immumzatao' Prejec:t oo $125 million

i and Samai levef@pment Preject

m "es H’ealt" Pr-gramme T
L ntPraject = ' $125 - million
i State Educatnan ngramme !nvestment Project; $100 mitlion

| v ngena Yauth Employment and SRR E
L -"S"__‘lai Support ijec:t SEEEE RO -$100 million

i Fadama m Project. |  $50 million -
Totai . ' $5¥5 mﬂhon

I wish: to also inform the Distinguished Senate that, our Natlenat
Social. Safety Net Programme which is intended to assist the poor and
most vu[nerable people in our societies nation-wide started this January
2017 with the first cash transfer payments in eight (8) states, However,
for us to expand the programme to all the states, we need additional
resources in addition to our 2017 budgetary allocations. It is for this
reason that | am requesting your early consideration of the proposed
Weorld Bank assisted $500 million loan to help expand the assistance
and support to the poor and most vulnerable especially in these difficult
times. :




Additional Emergency World Bank Supported Project

. Social Inclusion and Welfare Advancement Project: $500 million
Total $500 miflion

Given the current state of our economy and the need to urgently
address some of our infrastructure deficiencies in order to quickly
improve the livelihcod of our people, it has become imperative that we
work together in an expediticus way to get our economy out of recession
and back to growth. Distinguished Senate, an expeditious ccnszderataon{
and approva!l of this request will ga a long way in bringing stability fo the
North East and improvemnent in our infrastructure and by extension a
general improvement in the economy and livelihood of our people.

in view of the above, the Distinguished Senate is invited to
urgently consider and approve all the above projects totalling a sum of
$6.926 billion to enable us commence the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of the North East, provide for the poor and most vulnerable
people and commence the rail projects in earnest. | believe your early
approval would lead to a quick recovery of our economy and return it to
a path of growth.

Please accept, Distinguished Senate President, the assurances of
my highest regards.
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Muhammadu Buhari




