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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
Committee on Ethics, Privileges & Public Petitions

Report of the Senate Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions in
Respect of a Petition From Mr. Livingstone Wechie Against the Presentation of
Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi As a Ministerial Nominee for Rivers State on Grounds
‘of Corruption, Criminal Breach of Trust, Unlawful Enrichment and Conversion of
Over 70 Billion Naira of Rivers Peoples’ Monies by the Former Governor

1.0 Preamble

The Sénate would recall that oh Wednesday, 7" October, 2015, rising on
Order 41, Senator George Sekibo (Rivers East) on behalf of two other
Senators from Rivers State, drew the attention of the Senéteto épetition
from Mr. Livingstone Wechie, on behalf of one Integrity Group, alleging
cases of fraud against the former -Governor of Rivers State,' Rt. Hon.
Chibuike Rotimi Amaéchi’, and uﬂrged the Senate to Urgent‘I.y look into the
matter. . .
In line 'with Order 41(3), the Senate referred the matter to the Senate '
Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions for detailed"
investigation, to report back on Tu'esd'ay,' '13”‘ October, 2015,

2.0 Membership of the Committee _ _
1.  Senator Samuel Anyanwu o Chairman

2. Senator Bala Ibn Na’Allah ~ Vice-Chairman
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' _Senator I\/Iuhammed Shltu'_._ﬂ I\/Iem ber'_j FEEE T
o Senator Omogunwa Yele Member. SRR O R

- 5. “f"*r__Senator Peter Nwaoboshl DT i Member:_'_;,_f T

. .';_--'SenatorJeremlah Usenl Member_;] REEE LS (B

3

4

' 6 o Senator Olaka Nwogu o I\/lember'_ oo .
8. Senator Obinna Ogba " ~ Member

:

5. .""_Senator DmO Melave * - Member. R
g 10. _Senator Omotayo Alasoadura ' Member-.:;_--'_-' L

2.1 Secretarlat S S PR

Freedom Osolo - ~ Clerktothe Committee

3.0 _Commlttee Actlon A . B L T B
-.--Followmg the Senate resolutlon and referral the Commlttee met and

'-*_"-.-agreed that the followmg benchmarks should gunde |t |n addressmg the
'_',-matter B N RIS P R

a) The Constltutlon of the Federal Republlc of ngerla, 1999 (as

c) The prmcnple of eqwty, falrness and jUStICE, and \ ‘ -
. d) The Publlc Serwce Rules, E . ey }
B The Commlttee also resolved that the fol Idwmg partles be mwted
: 1 The petltloner lemgstone Wechle and N S

2 The Mlnlstenal Nommee Rt Hon Chlbwke RO'CImI Amaechl

4.0 -Testlmomes/Submlssmns

' 5 b) The Senate Standmg Orders 2015 (as Amended), ) ;,: o

The Commlttee Ilstened to oral testlmomes and receivédwr;t:;cen

R submnssnons from the followmg

Y

‘41 i;The' Petitioner, Livingstone wet:hie_f-_' SN

! Lo b | I i . .
. " — . 1 _' - .
. '
. . . '
-
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lVIr megstone Wechle sald that from detalls of vanous wrong domgs

avallable to hlm whuch he stated in hIS petltlon Chlburke Rot|m| Amaechl -

should not be accepted for screenlng by the Senate as I\/Ilnlstenal Nomlnee -

42

5.0

a)
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- from Rlvers State, and urged the Senate to drop hIS nomlnatlon and request

Mr Presrdent to provrde another Nomlnee from Rlvers State He also-- |

|n5|sted that the Senate should ensure that Chlbu1ke Rotlml Amaechris

prosecuted

The Mmlstenal Nomlnee, Rt Hon Chlbmke Rot|m| Amaechl '

Rt Hon Ch bu1ke Rotlmr Amaechl testlfled that the matter before the

- Commlttee was actually in an Appeal Court and that the court was yet to srt .

and pass Judgment on the case He further testlfled that he went to a ngh

Court in Rlvers State ea rller challenglng the lmpartlallty and competence of .

the Rlvers State Judrcral Commrssmn of lnqurry to exerCIse the powersto.

summon, mvestlgate prosecute and pumsh hlm and sought for an '

1|nJunct|on from the ngh Court to restraln the JLIdICIaI Commrssnon of. .-

Inqurry from further mvestlgatlon of the matter msrstlng that lt Iacked such _

powe rs

.However the ngh Court dlsmlssed the rellef sought and stated that the a

Juducnal Comm155|on of lnqmry had power under the Constltutlonlto

summon mvestlgate and declare flndlngs but Iacked power to pass a

Judgment and punrsh and so, refused to grant rellef that further hearmg of

the case be suspended Thereafter Rt Hon Chlbwke Amaechl took the _‘
~ case to the Court of Appeal seeklng to quash the deusron of the State Hrgh '-
Court L L ,
- hObservatlons/Fmdlngs . i
As rnvestlgatlon of the matter progressed addltlonal rmportant documents o

*whlch wewed the case from vanous posrtlons were also tendereo before -
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o Chalrmanshlp of Honourable Justlce George Otakpo Omerejl dated SR

- i) The Ruhng/Judgment (dated 20th August 2015) of the Rlver State,.

-ngh Court bv Honourable JUStICe S C Amadl (Judge) whlch reject'ed"?

R . .t -
| '

-

[

- the rellef sought (to declare that the JUdICIa| Commnssxon of Inqmry

f_aIacks the powers to mvestlgate and make flndlngs known) and__-f;_;j__:;

e ftherefore dlsmlssed su1t

R iii)iThree dlfferent Ietters from Edward & Wllllam (a f|rm of Iegal_“-qﬁ-'é

practltloners) on behalf of the Mlnlstenal Nomlnee as fC)lIQWS o

I

' j to court Judgment The letter was dated 8th October 2015
(Inqurry Whlte) Paper dated 12”‘ October 2015

lemgstone Wechle dated 9th October 2015

| | ) A Ietter that the l\/llnlstenal Nommee Rt Hon Ch|bu1ke Rot|m|_.-
e ‘”.'Amaechl could not appear at the Commlttee Hearlng because of__ -
RRAE :"?';;;the constralnt that the matter was ln court smce whatever he

t - f mlght Say at the CDmmlttee hea rlng Would be Seen aS DFEJU d i Cla'-' .
) A Ietter to counter the contents of the Jud|C|al Commlssmn of R

3) A Ietter to d:scountenance the contents of the petltlon by Mr DR

) _ N otlce of Summons from the ngh Cou rt of the Federal Ca plta|>7r’

Terrltory submntted to the Commlttee on 20 October 2015 5

e s

m_ iyl ) Laf e
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6.0

7.0

‘Senate Committee on Ethics, Privileges & Public Petitions

The Comm|ttee also observed that B i | o '

the opportunlty to serve our dear natlon in th|s capacrty

summonlng the Senate PreS|dent and the Senate of the Natlonal.-
Assembly to appear before rt The sunt seeks to clarlfy the p05|t|on of
the law as to whether the Senate can screen consrder ratlfy, accept _

approve or confrrm an |nd|cted |Vl|n|ster|al Nomlnee

1' 1

i) Nerther the Senate nor the presenter knew that the matter berng

presented on the floor of the Senate was already a subJect of lltngatlon

|n an Appeal Court in Port-Harcourt

i) Slnce the matter is already a SUbJECt of lrtlgatlon |n a competent court of N

law and since the Senate could not work contrary to |ts own rules

(Order 41 (7 )) itis constralned ln takrng any further actlon

- | :
J [

Recommendatlons I ' _' A R
Followmg from the dlscovery that the matter before the Senate is actually
before a competent court of Iaw the Commrttee accordlngly recommends .

as follows

) That s srnce the Mlmsterral Nomlnee had gone to the Court of Appeal to

' challenge the content of the petltron and the whlte paper of the
Juducral Commrssmn of lnqwry, the Senate rs unable to recommend the
consrderatlon of h|s conflrmatlon ' 1 _ o ' o

b) That Senate do consrder and adopt the recommendatlon as proposed

by the Commlttee

| Conclusmn |

:-lvlr Presrdent Dlstlngwshed Colleagues the Commlttee wrshes to thank

| Mr Senate Presrdent and my Dlstlngmshed Senators for your support and

Thank you and God blessI - N N o i l '



