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1.0

REPORT ON THE FEDERAL POLYTECHNICS AMENDMENT BILL
2018 (SB. 241)

INTRODUCTION:
The FEDERAL POLYTECHNICS AMENDMENT BILL 2018 (SB. 241) was

sponsored by Sen, MALAM Ali WAKill, w. On Wednesday, 120 October, 2016, the Senate
deliberated on the general principles of the Bill. During the debate, Senators commended the
sponsor of the Bill for coming up with the proposed legislation, as it sought to address the
call to reposition the Nigerian polytechnic system to enhance the quality and relevance of
polytechnic learning and foster employability of the graduates. After extensive debate on the
general principles of the Bill, it was read the Second Time and referred to the Senate
Committee on Tertiary Institutions and TetFund for further legislative action and to report

back its recommendations.

The Federal Polytechnics Act, 1978 was originally conceptualized within the
framework of a lean economy and a non-globalized world. The Act was amended in 1987,

1993 and in 2004. Despite these amendments, the Act is still replete with structural flaws

~and archaic prowsmns This is particularly so because, over the years, the advancement in

technology have made factories fo become more automated and industries have become
more knowledge-driven. These have brought to the fore the short comings of the existing
Act, Equally, the pressure of a robust and complex economy and a globalised learning

environment demand a fundamental review of the Act to reflect contemporary realities.

The core areas intended to be strengthened by this present amendment are:
Functions of Each Polytechnic, the structures of the Governing Boards, the Academic

Boards, and the Management, as well as the Tenure of Principal Officers.

The Bill is also intended to formally schedule nine Federal Polytechnics which had

hitherto not been included in the existing law in previous amendments.
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3.0

4.0

COMMITTEE'S CONSIDERATION OF THE BILL:

The Committee held meetings and then Public Hearings where the various
stakeholders in the education sector were in aftendance. The Public Hearing was well
attended and all the stakeholders were in agreement with the intendment of the Bill. The

outcome assisted the Committee in scrutinizing the Bill.

COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS:
In making a case for this review of the Federal Polytechnics Act, we have compared

the extant Act with the laws establishing the institutions in the other tiers of tertiary education

in Nigeria, to wit, universities and colleges of education, which are clearly more suited for

tertiary institutions.

The Committee has therefore made recommendations as captured in the foregoing

tabular report.

CONCLUSION:

The suggested amendments reflect the content of the laws establishing universities
and are intended to realign the laws of the Polytechnics to suit the operations of
contemporary technical educational institutions. Among other things, the passage of this

‘amendment Bill will relieve polytechniés of the encumbrances inherent in the subsisting Act

and make the institutions more efficient and functional as institutions of higher learning.
The Committee therefore recommends that the Senate do approve the
recommendations and expresses it profound gratitude to the entire Senate for support it

always extend to this committee.
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