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'REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON A BILL FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FEDERAL COLLEGE OF FORESTRY TECHNOLOGY
AND RESEARCH, AKAMKPA, CROSS RIVER STATE, 2018 (SB. 707).

INTRODUCTION:
Mr. President you may wish to recall that the Senate at its sitting on

Wednesday, 17" April, 2019 referred the above Bill sponsored by Senator Gershom
Bassey to the Committee for further legislative input. The Bill seeks to establish the
Federal College of F-orestry Technology and Research, Akamkpa, Cross River
State. The Committee held a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 21%' May, 2019 to get
public and stakeholders input.

The Committee as well as the participants agreed with the intentions of the
Bill. Participants were all in agreement that the establishment of Federal College of
Forestry Technology and Research, Akamkpa will make a vital use of the rich
biodiversity of the rain forest ecésystem’in Aka_mkpa for reséarch. | '_ |

COMMITTEE’S FINDINGS:

The location of the College in Akamkpa -is within the boundaries of the famous
- -Cross River National Park. The Cross River National Park is about 4,000 square
kilometres of the 7,000 square kilometres of the tropical rain forest in Cross River

State

The forest in Akamkpa harbours 40 percent of Africa’s richest closed-Canopy
tropical rain forest in Africa and it is home of the wide range of rare species of

animals and plants.

The establishment of Federal College of Forestry Technology and Research,

Akamkpa will ensure that people are equipped with skills and knowledge needed for
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- sustainable development and rhanagement of the forest resources and also-serve’

as proper base for research work.

The Federal College of Forestry Technology and Research, Akamkpa Bill is

divided into 29 Sections and 1 Schedule.
COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Committee recommends as follows
(i)  Sections 1 - 28 should be retained as in the bill
(i)  The Long and Short Titles of the bill should be retained and
(iii) The Schedule of the bill should be retained
CONCLUSION:
The Committee .recommends that the Senate of- the Federal Republic of

Nigeria do: approve its recommendations accordingly. The Committee wishes to

express its profound gratitude to the entire Senate for its usual support.
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