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The Pulice Act Cap. Pi5 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004 (Repeal and Enact) B,

2013 (SB.E8Z) was sponsored by Senator Bala |bn Na'Allah Kebbl South. The Bill was
read the first time. .

The Serate on Tuesday, the 10" day of July, 2018 debated onithe general principles of
the Bill and after it was read the second time, it was referredito the Senate Committes
on Polize Mfzirs through an order of Reference Dated ™ day of July, 2018 to Pepurt
back its recommendations

Methodology

In furtherance of the referral, the Committes held maetmgs whereby it daliberated
further on the Bill and resolved to adopt the following Ieglslatwe frame-work in
performing the assignment, that is; |

I to consult extensively with relevant stakeholders on tha merits of the proposed
sqisiation; and

i. o conduct a Public Hearing in order to callate inputs/views of stake holders
and members of the Public,

Objectives of the Bill

Mr, President, Distinguished Colleagues, the Bill seeks to among other things provide
for 2 Polica Force that is more respansible, and responsive to the needs of the general

Bublic and has entrenched in its operations, the values of fairness, justice, equity,

accountability, co-operating and partnering with the communities it serves; and also
to uphald end safeguard the fundamental rights of every persons and respect the
dignity of all persons. This Billis necessitated by the fact that the laws that governs
the operations of the Nigeria Police Force has seen no comprzhensive review since fts
initial promulgation in {543,
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The effort to review the Police Act has been a Jong- drewn effort which started in 2004
with slow progress made over the years. The current initietive which has culminated
in the production of this document is the closest in the effort to reform the Nigeria
Police for efficiency and effectivenass. '

&

Committee's Action

hs-part of the committee's actian on the refeeeal, the Committee relied on the
lagistative frame work adopted in paragraph 2.0 on Methﬁdnlugy in handling this
legislative proposal. Accordingly, the Committee at ong of its meetings resolved to
condict a Public Hearing on the 5% day of December, J:Z[HB in order 1o elicit
viewpoints/opinions of stakeholders and members of the nublic.

Furthermore, the committee placed advertisement in prin’% and electronic media,
inviting memoranda from stakeholders and the genzral Publia. In response to call for
submission of memuranda the committee received suhm:ssmns from the under listed

stakehnlders and urgamzatfuns they are;

- The Han. Atterney General of the Federatmn and Minister lf Justica
- The Hon, Minister of Interior
- The Hon. Minister of Finance
- The Hon. Minister of Budget and Nationa! Planning
- The Hon. Ministar of Trade and Investment
- The Chairman Police Service Commission
- The Inspector-General of Police
- The Director-Gengral, Department of State Service
- The Nigeria Law Retorm Cammission
- The Revanue Muhllizatiun Allocation and Fiscal Commission
- The Nigeria Bar A‘ssnmatmn
The Bovernor's Forum
- The Associstion of Retired Police Officers Nigaria
- The Associgtion of Local Bovernment of Nigeria (ALRCN)
- The Administration of Criminal Justice Monitnring Gommittee

- NGO's and CSls




a.l

B.0

Mr. President, Distinguished Senators, it is imperative to note that apart from
memaranda submission, oral Presentations were also made during the Public Hearing

Public Hearing
In ling with the committee's decision at one of ts maetings, the committee conducted

a Public Hearing on the Bill an the 5™ day of December, 2018 at the Senate Conference:

Hall, National Assembly Complex. The guest of Honour, His waeelleney Senator (Dr.)
Abubaker Bukola Saraki, CON, the president of the Senate, dee!ered the Public Hearing

open |

In his keynote address, the president of the Senate, represented by Senator Bala [bn
Na'liah welcomed stakehclders and invited guests to the PL‘bhe Hearing. He stated
that over the past few manths, this piece of legislation has passed through its first and
secand stages and it is important to otz that its contents have formed a vital part of
the afforts of the senete aimed at creating iegislative mterveritleee to address specific

issues.

He stressed that thﬁa overall objective of the Bill is to help ereete a policing system in
line with the global Ftenderde having regards to the fact thet the Nigerian Police is a

veritabl part of ally National Security architecturs which many have noted is in need |

of reform, eertleulerly ir light of the many sacurity issues that-baset sur nation &t the
current time. This concerns dictate that the Police must be up to the task of pratecting
lives and property, and do so without compromising human rights and the sense of
community that holds us to togather, : |

He further said that when we talk of better intelligence to combat the myriad of
Security threats to our country, there is no denying thet a good relationship between
the Police and tha Community is crucial.

He concluded by saying that, in &ll, the Bill is intended to establish a policing system
that is fit for purpose- able to prevent and detect crimes, epprehend offenders-and
enforce laws and regulations within its mandate.

Finally, he formally deelered the Public Hearing open.

Highlights of Peesentetlens by Stakeholders :
Mr. President, Distinguished Semators, ‘it is apposite to stete here thet the
praponderance of opinion of elf the stakeholders wha made both written and orel
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presentations st tha Public Hearing commended the intendment of the Bill and
expressed their total support for its passage into Jaw by the National Assembly.

The stakehnlders are unanimous that tha effort of the Senate in brmgmg up this Bill is
rot only timely but desirable.

L

Here is a glimpse of viaws and opinions expressed by the stakehnlders on few sections

of the draft Bill

o The first has to do with the name of the force "The Nigerlan Police Force” which is
nroposed to be changed to the Nigerian Palice. The name the Nigerian Polics Force
is the nama given by the Nigerian constitution, therzfore dalatmg the word “Foreg”
is unconstitutional and cannat stand except and unti that constitution provision is
amended. |

e [pinions were divided on the provision in the draft Bill in samtmn 7(3) {iil) regarding
the eppuintment of Inspector-Genaral of Police by the President of the Federsl
Republic of Nigeria subject to the confirmation of the Senate ditto for the removal

of Inspector-General of Police.

o The stakeholders were unanimaus, in support of the pmwsmn in section 7-(8)
regarding the tenor of office of the Inspector-General of PDIIEE to hald office for a -

single tzrm of 5 years subjact tn the statutory retirement requirement in the Public
Service. This will be in tandem with what operates in sume security sgencies such
as the EFLE, the'lLPC and Police Service Commission which in turn will stabilize the
office of the Inspector-Generel of Police and enable him set out his strategm
nperational plans for a given period.

o Another pravision in the draft Bill that enjoyed unanimity during the Public Hearing
is section 6l that deals with the Establishment of Community Police Forum, It was
argued that it is difficult to pelice people without their consents. That the
introduction of the forum is not only in ling with the Federal Government policy on
policing but will make the jub of policing very afficient, effective and of international
best practice. It will give opportunity to the Police and the Public acting in
partnership. |

e The position ofithe draft Bill proposing the reduction of the existing saven (7)
Deputy Inspectar-General of Palice (DIG) to just one (1) was oppesed by the majarity
of the stekeholders. Noting that the present arrengement of having seven(7)
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Deputy Inspector-General of Police (DIB) reduces the work load of the Inspector-

Genaral of Police and that to reduce the number of the Deputy Inspector-General

af Police to one (1) will be retragressive.

7.0 Observations/Findings

Heving exhaustively and painstakingly analyzed the ﬁresentatmns made by -

stakgholders during the Public Hearing vis-a-vis our nnmments on some clausa(s) of
the Bill we hgrehv ohserve and find, &= foliows:

M

that from the views expressad and canvassed by stakehqﬂdars during the Public
Hearing, it can be deduced thet stakeholders and the general Public were in full
suppart of the passage of the Bill with reservations in lsume of the provisions
nthe draft Bill,

that the legislative intent behind the introduction of t;we Bill by the Senate is
laudable and commendable as it is aimed at repositioning the Nigeria Palice
Force in the performance of its sonstitutional functmrfs of protecting life and
property,

that opinions were divided on the provisions of the ‘BIII that seeks for the
confirmation of the Senate far the appointment and remuval of the Inspector-
Genaral of Police. Some were in support while othars were against;

that there was unanimity on the issue .of tenure of uffme for five (5) years far
the inspector<General of Palice;

that the provision in the draft Bill in respect of the estahllshment of community
Police Forum js a welcome davelopment; -

Recommendation

Tha Senate Committee on Polica Affalrs which was refarred the Bill for an Act to Repaal
the Police Act Cap.PI9 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and Eract the Pulme Act,
2018, having considered same, hereby recommends ag fnllnws

. that it shauld be made bincing on the Inspactnr-ﬁeneral of Police to adhere to

poliging plans. The national policing plen should be made with inputs from the Police

~ Force Headguarters and all the various Police formations nationwide hefore the

end of each finaricie! year, setting out priorities, objectives, cost implications and
expected outcomies of Polizing for the next succeeding financial year- in order to
change budgeting from a top-down approach to & bottam-up approach.

i
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. That the name ngama Police” proposed in the draft Bill should be changad to

Nigeria Police Force” as presantly in use in view of the failed constitution alteration
sttempt to amend the name.

. that the Palice abide and enforce certin canstitutiena) provisions, psrtrcular!y
~ fundamental rights of persons in Police custody underr chapter 4 of the 1399

constitution (as amended) and other international instruments on Human rights to
which Nigeria is a signatory (including of provisions that| lrmterate the impartance
of fundamental human rights and advocating for their Db$BPVBI‘IEE)

. that on the Appumtment and Removal of the mspeu’[ur -General of Pulu:e the
- provisions of the constitution in ling with sectian 215 nthhe 1359 constitution (as
‘emended) should be studied, as any proposal contrary to

his pravision will raquire
constitution alteratmn for it to be viable.

. That the establishment of community Palize ~ Forum is ﬁtrungly recommended,

. That the tsnure of affice of the Inspector-General of Fulme should be a single 4-

year term which will make for s secured tenure.

We so move
Conclusion
We wish to use this opportunity to express our profound gratitude to the President of
the Senate and indeed the entire Senate for the privilege of serving in this capacity.
Wz are ready more than sver hefnre to perform any asannment that will be given to
s in the future.
Senator Tl’ﬁy : Barr., Falade A. Lawson
CommittegThairean Committee Clerk
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