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In modern times, elections are seen as one of the most essential features of 
democratic governance. It is for this reason that governments all around the 
world try to ensure that elections are free, fair and credible. In Nigeria, the 
Electoral Act 2010 (as amended) was enacted to embody a framework and rules 
guiding the electoral process. These rules and procedures must be complied 
with, unless where exceptions are made. Besides the rules, the Electoral Act 
also provides the various actions and inactions which are deemed breaches 
or violations at different stages of the electoral process. This booklet lists all 
the electoral offences that the Electoral Act has outlined under the provisions 
of the legislation. Electoral offences may be committed by an individual or 
group of persons and such individuals would be liable to criminal trials and 
sanctions, if convicted. 

This simplified pamphlet helps provide knowledge and enlightenment on the 
nature of electoral offences and penalties for violation. It is hoped that it will 
contribute to promote a conducive electoral environment in Nigeria, thus 
improving the quality of elections in the country.
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Policy and Legal Advocacy Centre (PLAC) is a non-governmental 

organization committed to strengthening democratic governance and 

citizens’ participation in Nigeria. PLAC works to enhance citizens’ 

engagement with state institutions, and to promote transparency and 

accountability in policy and decision-making processes. 

The main focus of PLAC’s intervention in the democratic governance 

process is on building the capacity of the legislature and reforming the 

electoral process. Since its establishment, PLAC has grown into a leading 

institution with capacity to deliver cutting-edge research, policy analysis 

and advocacy. PLAC receives funding support from donors and other 

philanthropic sources.


