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problems or more appropriately, preventing a major health chaos in cost and other
epidemics that, quite fearfully, seem inevitable especially as our population continues a
geometric sprint to explosion,

Currently, our country is funding the detection of ailments such as HIV and AIDS. As with
other ailments, early detection is a huge positive. Unfortunately, the fact that tests for
HIV are free in all Government hospitals as well as are the pills for patients; it has not
dramaticaily accelerated the desired numbers in persons who volunteer for these tests.
As a result, an ailment that should not kill is unfortunately, killing so many Nigerians and
infecting more unsuspecting loved ones.

If we compel Nigerians for their own good, to conduct frequent tests. especially that
they are free and their treatment or management are free or highly subsidized, we
would be creating a healthier fiation. When people know that they are infected, there is
a higher likelihood that they will seek treatment.

Mr Speaker, iviy Honourable Colleagues, when we make an effort to solve any problem
via a piece of legisiation, for example, through enactiment of a law, our processes (the
" various hill making stages) help puarantee that experts in such field sit to contribute

professional knowiedge that helps to shape the eveniual outcome. We should create

this opporfurity so that together, we shall arrive at an effective health care law that
reduces cost, improves management, enhances the chances of a cure and lead to a
nation where averyone is aware of their health status - at least the chronic or

potentially chronic ones.

While this bill makes no claim to heing exhaustive on subject matter, it is my honest
opinion, Mr Speaker, My Honourable Colleagues, that, the country's ministry of health
under a Minister of health should periodically articulate for country, a health policy
detailing on chronic ailments that shali fall under this bill and require that Nigerians test
for. Not only will such measure provide data that guides our National and State budget
priorities in the health sector, it tells us what health concerns are 10 attract subsidies.
We would have a holistic data of what percentage of the population is suffering from
what ailment and we can better advance policies and make budget decisions informed
by such data.




How much will this cost? Wouldn't compulsion for tests amount to invasion of

privacy?

There are several questions about this initiative but my discussions with other Nigerians '

leading to the drafting of this bill, had these two concerns feature more frequently if not
prominently. Well, HIV tests are already free of charge, so too the drugs. Tests in
Government hospitals are generally cheap for several other ailments and if we were to
have a law on compulsory testing, we would appropriate more monies for the equipping
of Government hospitals, sick bays and test centres so that they are able to carry out
the tests for ailments that the ministry of health requires compulsory free tests frr. The
cost on Government in the long run will be cheaper.

The pressure on our local currency will also be lessened because people will discover

any ailments or warning signs’early and will not have to travel abroad to seek care over
ailments that have advanced due to late detection.

Does the requirement that every Nigerian go for periodic medical tests invade anyone's
privacy? Absolutely not, as the results of such tests will be kept confidential as is
currently the case. Indeed, even as we debate this, there are hundreds of thousands of
Nigerians who are required by firms and other agencies recruiting for Staff, to first carry
out snme of these tests. And these applicants have usually carried out such tests. No
prablems of invasion of privacy there even as some of those firms base their final
" decision to recruit or not recruit, on the outcome of such tests. In this case, under this
law for which support is canvassed, only the patient knows their result; the only
information shared is whether or not, an individual carried out the required tests. It is
forbidden for the result of that test to be shared with anyone. Emphasis is only on the
status of test which includes: "tested" or "not tested".

In the end, Mr Speaker, My Honourable Colleagues, this is a health awareness bill with
replete benefits for the tested and for the country. | believe that, we must evolve a
system that compels free medical tests for Nigerians else we will end up with a Nation
living on drugs that could have been avoided, deaths that could have been averted,
costs that could have been lower. To do nothing is not an option. To trigger a discussion
on this is one of our patriotic duties to our people.

Thank you for your time, Mr Speaker and My Honourable Colleagues.




