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This BIII senI«a tol provide a time line for: I,he subzmsm?n oI Ilsb of candidates,
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LONG TITLE: A !“LIIH For An Act To Amend The PI"DVISIOI”I% Of The Electoral Act No.8, |
QIII’III To Provitde A Time Line For The Submis%’Ion Of List Of
I’danIIqua, _Cmu;a For Substitution OF Candiddl,ea, DlscIosure of

{IIIICI’“ Of - Funds Conmbutc,d For PoIlLIcaI Partle And To I”mpower;
The | ‘Commission To UDI’IOICI Party- Pri m'mos \\lhcre There Is- A

C Imnge In The. RusuIIArsd For Related I\/IdUers
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SHORY TITLE: Electoral Act (Amendm@m) Bill, 201

BACKGROUND I

I
| |
M. c:)pf}c,II’(“IJ II)I"JOL!I“:«II:JIG Colleagues, permit me o It,acI iho debate on A Bill for
an Act to Amend tIIe Provisions of the Electoral Act’ I\Io 6 2010. You would récail
that the Bill wm read the first time on Wednes day "thh I\/Iarch 2017 in this
IIcsIIowncI (hmnb@r - ) o o | I[

i
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critéria Ior suIasIIiuiIon of candidates, CIISCIO ure of source oI "?unds LOI"II;I’Ibu‘LEEd
for I.I(JIIU\,{II pcIrued and to empower the ndopendc,nt I\Ia‘uonal EIec:‘crplaI
| a

Comml 5|m Vo uphoId paIw pmmarles Whe|e 'there is @ change in the resuIL

Ihas mﬂondmem IIns become necegswry Iaocauqc, c>I 'the ﬂ’IWS Qbserved in our;
electoral aysIﬁm IAS we all know, elections are the, majm plIIars of Ieaderthp

salection and gmmmance legitimation in liberal dc.mocmcm's therefore, constant
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and un-selzing effort for the reformation of the @iectomi laws am! electora!
process is imperagt Tve in all countries that are practicing dt,mocmw, c=9peual yina:
country like Nige e where there is 2 long history of pooriy conducted PI@CEIOHG
where 1 many volers have become dospondt_nt and !wavo \/ntua!!y given up hope of
thelr votes coun m;« in rhuuc‘im khen Lémi(-u! exmuhves 01 representatives in
legislatures, . o : ' | '

Without any douht, every in vesﬂpquon or ele*ct!on LonLcst brmg,s to light glaring
rregularities on the part of our electoral Iawa nf sumducL of electoral officers,
political parties or candidates, disregard for elec toral !av'/is or instructions, and
fraud by the politicians: and, or "cheir agents. The last 2015 e‘*‘éf‘tions in the
country, with its attendant petitions has corkcumy aparkgd debal “9 about the
need to reform our electoral laws and Lalectoraz system so Lhdi‘WE‘ can ensure in
the very rnmimmm that declared election’ rmuiig ret ?m:t the true wishes of the
Nigerian voters. |

SYNOPSIS . | L | ?

The Bill seeks to amend Sections 8, 31, 33, 36, 33, 75, 87 and S0 of ihe Electoral

Act 2010. ; o S

- Secticn & of the a“xmupm Act is amendmﬂd by Inserting a new sub~ ection 5, thus:
"(5) A person, who being a member of a political party. mIS!LplC‘ mts hlmse!f as

such in orde fto secure an appointment with. the. Commlsseon in-any . capamty,
commits an offence ‘and shall be liable on ‘conviction m amprlaonmont fora Lerm
not beiuw five (5 )years without an optlon of Fm |

This urrmndmcam will da@murage card carrying members of pohmai pames of
infiltrating th@ mc‘epundnm Nationat Electoral r()ﬂ"%l'ﬂlaﬁ!@f% pursmng advancing
and c!tilﬂﬁh!lzm,f:, the mLes@sLs of their political parties mstead oﬂ helping the
Commission tm serve as em unhiased umpire in the electoral’ process lt will help to
insulate the Lo mmission, from political partxsan':h ip and enhance Lhe integrity of
the electoral pmu.,ss Five years imprisonment on convzctaon for any. ‘member of a
nolitical party who m:sreplesents himself as such ancl 5ecur‘es employment Wlth
the Commission will serve as deterrent to otheu




¥ | , _‘
- Section 31 of the Principal Act is amendéd by SubS'tiw:té g new. subsections (1), |
(5) and (8). f i o E | ' |

The new subs Mswn (1) makes the period for pmﬂ.ies submission of list of

candidates for ml—!tj&lon 1o INEC to be not ﬁesa than 120 ddys E:m‘om the appomted
date for election, This is unlike Rh }JIO\!IS[OH of "not Eat\r than 60 cdays" in the'
principal Act. The lr iew ame ndment allows ali matters rcg rdmg list of candu:ht

to be resolved hm hefore the date of election, Th em will be. mmugh lee to

resobve any legs F rmu@r on any party's randlchta befol e{ec_ticm
\
Subsection {6) ml Hae Prmcapd{ Act only PMDOWCHS; tho qonwt Lo dlsqucwllfy (mm

contesting elac l.uqi"m candicates wf“osa affidavic s |found toi contain falsel
information. The RWW amendment makes addltuoml pmvmons if the candidate is
aiready elected, Hu? court shall have the power to issue: an order directing such
glected pem}u \Ln \zamtn office while the next person wﬁh the lughest number 0{ |
votes cast and WHO meets the | oquwement u["' the: Constztuhon sha!l be declared
the winner. Mm ! amendment will” encourage pOliUCldpb to be fruthful - and ‘
discourage !Ii@m 'Emm Machiavellian tendency of the. and u'-:uhes the mcané I
False in E(JE‘ITJqJ?IiOH PM‘ aifsmvat provedin court beior@ @!cctlon should be pumshed

The new lL’!U“.C‘*( ic:nr‘ (8) seeks o pumsh the raarw Lhat pres ems for elecﬂon
mndudut@f that dm not meet the qua!;ﬁcahon mpulat@d in the (.,onstalutmn This .
will amm Eha!, pd rties are more pamsLakmg and truth fu} in their: documenLatmn
to the Commis . The amondmont d[SC) Prescr! bes a1 higher pumshment fon
defatlters on COHWCUD!"] It Increases the. fine for cmy pohmal party which
presents ihu ir mqa of a candidate who dous not nenL 'Lhe Gua iflLdilOﬂ stipulated,
in this PLHOH frum N500,000 to N1m. This dmmdment ns necess arv as it W!H plr!tl
political pda ties on their Lo and make Lhem to Lhe 'rtghL thmg | B i
: N
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- The Hl aim wek 'Lo amend SeCUDﬂ 33 of the Pr'nmmi Act wh|c:h dea!s WIH"]
- political par chdngmg candadates It se,aks 10 msert a nc.w'subsect;on (2 ).
According to %t:uon 33 of the Prln{:lpai Act, a pth mi partv shall not be allowod
1o e::han;:,e OFr sub:ﬁntute its candidate whose name has been submzt’tad purs uanL
to Section 32 of' he Act except in the.case of death or withdrawal by the

fEd]

car‘xdifja'te, : ‘ : ‘ i
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However, the mmw subsection (2) provides that in 'rhe”event of the death or’

withdrawal of the: nr.nmma%ed candidate, his party s shall forward the name of the

aspirant who w:ramE the second ﬂl&?ht‘bi numbm of votes as the sybstitute. This,
provision 15 ap pmpnnc 2 based on the same argument plui ferediwith regard to
the amendment 1 -,&‘e HHH seelks to make to Section 36 |o ! f the Prmctpal Act byi'

inserting a new .ﬁéupubssffzc'tmm (3). W ensures a f,nnp{w aenmblo and rancour-free
change of candid EB'!U:‘ 5 :l '
: o
- Section 36 m Hw erurm! Act s amended by ins ,f\rtu|1lg 8 new subsecmon (3).;
Section 36 of the h wcipal Act deals with death of a can d!ddLL aﬁm the time fonr
the d(.ll\fu\/ w'i iw:mr\ ination paper cmcl before the Lomma,,wcempni of the ool T

section empowers the Chief Naimna! lectoral Commissioner or Hessdeni_
| fact of the death to

countermand Ll‘:ex pall in which the docmamd was fto parm ipate and the‘

Electoral  Commi 'ét‘iunee‘, after being satisfied of the

Commissi ion to :a;:pomt some other convenient mee {or Thc, QsOLLEOﬂ Wlihm la’Jq

drl\/ . ‘| - _ . | _ i

However, the IrWW amendment d als with the GHIEI{JOHQL of a mew candidate by
he political part y of the. oeceasod candidate, It plowdes that the next persorn
from the politi ai party of the deceased candidate W|Lh the. Ih;f,hest number of
legal votes In me primary election shall be Jum}mlLted to the Commas:.smn to
replace the dt«*wawd nd the Commission shall accept oU{:h re\plduomant as i "Lh@
deceased is alive. “ﬁh is nrovision fills the lacuna in the current Act It will dlso save
time and mwney of the affected political parties tway would be expended in

{

holding ser u.—w of ¢ me Lﬂn@u, consult:atlonf and Londurung!fresh pl lmau ies.

- JecLlon a of t!"a Prmmpa! Act is amended an IHSG]”tIﬂg a new subsectlon (2.
Section 38 of the Pri ncipal Act pxov;des that where at| the close of nominati @n

there is no’ t:undldﬂte valldﬁy nominated for an electlon the Commmlon shw,li

extend ihe time fmr nomination and fix a new date for e!ectson . |
| 5 | |

-But the new »ub'wrimn (2) being ir Hsented de'ﬂﬁ" With an?ther scemr;o where on!y
one palw n'mkeaa nomination at the close. of: normnation It prov;deq Lhat election
should ‘go on with one candidate nominated by on{e nolitical part\/ This s

justifiable. INEC cannot force political parties to Tcmmdta candldates_, “{*q‘r
j : ‘ !
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elections; pomw parties have a right not to nomlnaLh g ccmdldclie for ary |
slection or 1o [uuyu ot election as the scenario seems Lo suggest Dtherwsse why
should it be on ly mw party among the many parties reglstp red ihaL nominates

candidate for an (JFPCMOH') Sothere rhoulcl be 10 reason 1" 818 extcnsnon of time for

nomination and.a n

ew election date 8 mounrwﬁ on the b”Ims of this. The political |
party ready for elmumw should not suffer. any delay or d; dvcm“iage because of
other political \pan fes that are not aeady of-interested m particioation. it will be

unfair to do ut”wv‘w\&e | |

Section 78 (5) @'IF the Principal Act is amended by p oviding a fine for LhP;

association and jail f Le:arm for the: Q)(DCLILI\/GS of the assocutlon wh!ch through LhP |
\

suhmission of false or mlsleddm information ro ures: "1 ' certificate ofw
B ‘r

registration. The' Pri ﬂupa[ Act only plowdos, thcl the aswmai:on bhall have such

. |
certificate cane ecrnl - .' S

The amendment W hich provides a fine of Nlm for the @ ‘IS%DCIEJUDH am:! a Jall te1m
of not exceeding two months for the .executives of the as,uoc: lation upon .
conviction is jus |1 ab]e it will not serve the course of jLTl&T,ICe “i.o hust cancel the!
certificate muufrwr"h with false or misleading information; ‘Fhe pcrscmt behind such
fraud sh ould be I’JU nshed This is what. this dmendmen seeks to achleve. Why

shoulda puhwa '};Momuon that wants to serve the ppo e fabricate information
just to procure @ ffu tificate of registr aiion We must restore untegrity and ather:

tost values 1o uu)r nation; politics should not be 5YNONYMous meh dlshonesLy g
Dishonest mcmuilves of political associations will do V\{OFSD h:ngs m future if
."Lhei(—"' is N wE‘]HCH,J‘E pumshmmt for the Cmnrmsswm of[ this crlme to qewe as

detarrent u:) othm; | : B
|

-~ This E’%HI equ dllv mek& to amend Section 87(9) of H’]P Prmcupal A(;c by l.nseltm{z,‘
new ‘;ubgechon (DA to address a worrisome Earcarhc.o Where a powerfui cli que
within a.party thnges and alters the result of party Hrl aries duly attended by
INEC and result cq:rtlﬂed by the Commission. The amendment pr@vzdcs that INI:C

shall have lhe r)owu to overrule any aiLeratlon made by any pohtlcai party and

uphold the res ullofthe primaries. o |
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Fhis amendment w il dsacoun’ago imposition of mnd;dagm after party members |
O

have already ind mtnd heir prefererces. It will als ‘_r@dure to the barest

R Pre- mmf |IIU natiers in court over disputes f@[amng 0 dﬂtmmmatmn of
authentic car Mld tm f‘)f political parties. Alteration of pery pr!mwrles result is
political cor Hlﬁ)ll u:m and shmuld he dis couraw*d |

- The Bill seeks to ,uubn,uﬂu e for Section 90(1) of the pri nrf,u:)al Act, a new section

|

i
50. The arw—* aTaly wm strengthens the provision of the Prmm al Act Dy empowering

INEC to ”drwmnii tl information on thp armumdmmr Tand source of funds",

This ])Ff)\fi:iw /|H ;lew ENLC 0 mnk 'md bwr\ and not jU‘;t be} @ toothless bui%dc»g:,l

with regar
OPenNEess.
assist in discouraging mon@y baga who' us e thmr rnnormous da:nauous to huac,!e:

iR ».2'-(.4

ang C‘cm“m! th par by structures to setisty thw wlhs,h |r1 r::r(ﬁstg and 'ahuthg outf _

I
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M Q{)F*dku’ Hunm rable Colieagues, the rmed !or elet,toral !aws‘ mform in Uwe
country-becormes absmfuw necessity against: the barkdmp of eiec*t:o n maipracme,
well spreat ;-Il“Lj&‘LUUﬂ of declared results by the rmop!n asjwell'as loss-of lives and-

oroperty that: muun!ly go along with such. -elactoral Haws More™ mportamly, our
electoral !a\;vhmmgram o he outddiec! dﬁd - eqmpped to adequam{y addreﬁs‘-

these congerns that the very founddt lon of our democrac calls for, | hereby urge”
you o bUDD(WL !hn Bill s0 as: to further s‘chnngW 1 our electora! laws: and our
immmi sybwm For The dewﬂopment of our dommracy and our Wr—*llbmng

Thanky@uj% L IR L !
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