FOURTH REPUBLIC
STH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
FOURTH SESSION

No. 49 1933

HOUSE OFREPRESENTATIVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

chnesday, 13. March 2019

1. The House met at 11.26 a.m. Mr Speaker read the Prayers.

2. .'Voles aud Proceedmgs > :
Mr Speaku announced that he had examined and applovcd the Vores and Proceedmgs of Tuesday,

12 Malch 2019
_]!re Vates and Prowedmgv was ndopred bv unanimous mnsenr -
3. Aun ou nu,mem
(a) Visitors in the Gallery: ‘
ML Spcakel lLLO”Hl‘SCd the plcsnncc 01" the Io]lowmg
R (r")" '-*'Staff anl Studems of Lodeslar Intermzt‘imz’al Academy,::f{ﬁ.ti\{fa Abﬁjh' '
) SLdIf and btudcnts of Bethel szmgsmne Academv, Ka1u Nclsmawa StaLe and

" (_z‘:'z.‘)’ Sm and Studems of Peaceclu!d Intemanonal Schools Bwart Abuja

D) - Bemavemenr
* Mr Speaker announced the death of Sen. Joseph Kernedy. Waku; a former -Senator of the
Federal’ Republlc of”’ ngcm (Béfme Nonhwew Senmanal Districr 1999 — 2003) ~which

s OCCHII‘Cd on Gunddy 3 Pchzu'uy, 2019 at the age of73.0 1

A mmzue sz!ente was observed i in h’onour 0] the decemed

Y

4. "Matter of Urgent’ Public Importa c:(; (Slanch
THe-Spectre of Inconclusive Electzons inNigeridy::- i
. Hon. Karimj Steve Sunday ( Yagba Easr/Yagba Wesr/Mopammo Feder m’ Cansnruency) mtroduccd the

o matter and prayed the’ IIoqu tor " : s i R

(le1 Elght Rule 4)-

a) ; COIlSldt:l and appmve the ma ‘of urgent public importance; and

by -Sl.lt.SPeF?ff Cf)f"ﬁfel“.E_tgg’lf “Ru '\‘4 (3) 10 allov debage:on the mattér forthwith. ..
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Quesn’on that the matter be considered as-a}ze_af Lgrgent public t'mpor__”mnt‘e — Agreed to.

Question thar the House do suspend Order Eight, Rule 4 (3) to enable it debare the mar‘ter Jorthwith
— Agreed to. -

The Spectre of Inconclusive Elections in Nigeria:

.The House: - _ ' I T

Notes that since the November 21, 2015 Gubernatorlal Election in Kogl State the spectre of
incoriclusive elections has become a demon hunting the Nigerian Electoral System “thus eroding the

confidence of the electorates in the Electoral system and has’ become a tool for subveltmg the will of
the people :

Also notes that prior to the 2015 Gubernat011al Election in Kogl State there Were very few isolated
cases of inconclusive and re-run elections in Nigeria due to over and non- voting in some pollmg units
and wards as was the'¢ase in“Ekiti State in 2009, Anambra State in 2010 and Tmo State in 2011,
thereby casting a shadow on the neutrahty of the Independent Nauonal Electoral Commissmn (INEC)
as an umpire in the Nigerian electoral” process ‘

Cognizant that the frequency. of cases of inconclusive elections in Nigeria has made the electorates to
provocatively refer to the Independent National Electoral Commission as the) "Inconelusive Nat]onal
Electoral Commission", srgnallmg the lack of confidence of the eIectorates in the electora] process;
A
Aware that Section 153 of the Flectonal Act confers power on the Independent Natlonal Electoral
Commission to make Regulations and Guidelines, and also to produce Manuals for the conduct of
Elections, as & result of which, the Commission issued Guidelines for the 2015 and 2019 General
Eleclrons as Subsidlary Leglslanon to the Llectoral Act :
Also aware that paragrdph 4 Section N of the 2015 Guidelines, directs the Returmng Offlc:er to,
where the margin of win' between the two leading candldates is not in excess of the total number of
registered voters of the polling uwits where elections were cancelled or hot held, deolme 1o make a
return until another poll has takefi place in the atfected polling units and results mcorporated lﬂto a
new F01 m LC Sd and subsequently iecorded in EC Se for Deolaratlon, :

lfy’ormed that thrs provrslon of the Eleotton Guidgline Wth]] was leproduced in the 2019 Gu1dehnes
is the basis for which the Con11n1ss1()11 whlmsmdlly decla; ed elechons in six States of the Federation

as mconcluswe

Concer ned that the said paragrapli 4 of Section N of the 2015 Géneral E]ectlon Guldelmes is causmg

* apprehension and lack of confidénice in the nation’s Electoral System, since Secttous 134, 179 and 111

. of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, provides for the manner of emergence
-of the winner of P1e51denual Gubematorlal and Area Councr] Eleeuons in, Nrgeyla

Further aware that the Consnlutlon prov1des that the winner of the- Electlons lnro the above offices
in Nigeria shall emerge where the winner has majorlty of the total yotes cast, scores % of votes cast

in each of at least %s-of the States, Local Government or Wards respectlvely, more $0, since section

26 (1) of the Electoral-Act, 2010 provides that where a date has beerr approved: fc:rr the holding of an

~ election and there is reason to believe that there will be 8 ’ogs breach of. peaee if the election is
110ns due to na;ural disdster orother

proceeded with:that day, or that it is impossible fo conduot iheej
emergencies, the Commission may. postpone the. eleetlon and ﬁx a new date for the e]ect:on

Observes that the combined efféct of Sections 134, 179 111 of the Constltutlon @nd SIEECUOH 26 (1) as
well as Section 53 (2) - (3) of the Electoral Act, 2010 shows. that incong electlons are not
envisaged in:our laws, except where there was over votmg ima pol ' where votes already

cast were canceiled
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Worried that inthe 9 March 2019 General Elections, ,-otit of the 29 Gubernatorlal Electio‘" 8 conducted
& were.declared inconclusive: in Sokato, Benue, Bauchi; Kano, Plateau and Adaniawa States despite
the leading candidates having met the provisions' of’ Sectxon 179 (2) of thig Con
causing apprehension, insecurity and erosion of the confidence of the e]ectorates in the Commission,

whicl is now bemg seen 4s.a biassed umpire in the electorai process;

Resolves to;

Call on the Independent- Natlonal Electoral Commlssson not to subvelt the w1ll of the people by

resorting to the provisions of the ‘Guidelines (telating to inconclusive elections} but to adhere to the
Constitution and allow aggrieved Parties to proceed to the relevant Election Tribunals in order to
* ensure peace and secatify and to promote the credibility of the Electoral Process (Hon Karimi Steve
Sunday — Yagba East/ vagba Wesr/Mopamum Federal Constituency).

Debate.

Amuldmcnt Pi ¥
Insert a new Prayer (ii) as follows, “Set up an Ad hoc Comm:ﬂee to Hﬂm and revnew the Eiectoral
~Act, in order to address all the electoral shortcomings wltnessed in the 2‘5'19 general electzons” (Hon.

Bashu Baballe — Mnyzbu/Ungogo F eder ‘al Consnruency)

Quesuon thar the amemﬁném be ma(fe — Agreed to

Quesnon on rhe Mourm &v amendad 4 Agree‘& to: .

T.he House:

Noted that since the November 21, 2015 Gubernatorial Elcotioh' in ’I"(‘.og'i State the: spectre of

inconclusive efections has become a. demon hunting the Nigerian. Electoral. System ‘thus eroding the

confidence of the electorates in the Electoral system and has becomc a too! for subvertmg the will of
the people - s SRR

Also noted that prior to the 2015 Gubernatorial Election i in Kog1 State there wore very few isolated
. cases of inconclusive and re-run elections in N:gena due to over and non- VOtmg in-same pollmg units
- and wards as was the case in:Ekiti State in 2009, Anambia State in 2010 and Imo-State in 2011,

 thereby casting a shadow on the neutrality of the Independent Natlonal Electorai Commrssnon (INEC)

“as an umpire in the Nigerian electoral process

Cognizant that the froqucncy of cases of inconciusi\ke elections in Nigeria has made the electorates to
provocatwely refer to the Independent National Electoral Commission as the "Ingonclusive National
Elcctoml (,ommlss:on sgnallm&, the lack ol conf idence of the electmates in the ciectoi al process

‘Aware that Sectxon 153 of the’ Electoral “Act confem power on Lhe !ndependent Natlonal Electoral
Commission to make Regulatiois. and Guidelines, and also to produce Manuals for the conduct of
Elections, as a resuit of which, the Commission-issued Guidelines for the 2015 and 2019 General

Elections, as Submdmry Legls!duon to the Electoral Act;

Also aware that. paragraph 4, Sa,cuon N of the 2015 Gmdelmcs dirccts the Rctummg Offlcer to,
where the margin of win between the twao leading candidates is not in excess.of the total number of -
1eg,mtered voters of the polling units where elections were cancelled or not held, decline to make a

fetyrn until another poll has taken place in the aff ected polljng ) uiiits and results incorporated into a
new me BEC Sd zmd subsequently 1ecordcd in LC 8¢ for Deglaration; :

Informed that this provision of the Election Gutdelme whlch wggs leproducod in the 2019 Gu1dehnes.
is the basis for which the Commission whimsmcﬂly declalecl olp_.ctions. in six States of the Fedetatloﬂ ‘

as‘ mconcluswe

on, thereby |
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r:cag't were canl:elled A ( e

e

(i

;,,ACU’?C” f’l@d tha;t Ellf; S&Id p’lilagl ap tion N of lhe 2015 Genelal Elecuon Gulclelmes is causing
. apprehenslou and k -
©of the Conetltutlfp

of the Federal Republlc of ngerla 1999 prowdes for lhe marner of emergence
of the winner of Prcs1dent1al Gubernatoual and Arda Couﬂul Elections in Nigeria;

Further aware that the Constitution provides that the winner of the Elections into the’elﬁove offices

. in Nigeria shall emerge where the winner has majority of the total votes cast, scorgs Y4 of votes cast

in each-of at least. %5 of’ 'the States, Local Government or Wardé res ecfwely, more sQ, since section

26¢1) of the’ E]ectoral Ast, 2010-provides that whiete' s date hasr been approVed for the holdmg of an

_ "'.'elecnon and there is' redson ‘to believe that: there Wil Be' serio! breach’ of 1 péace if the gélection is
B "jproceeded with that:day, or thaf itis Impcsabm to-contluct the elect1
‘emergencies, the Comimisgion .ma¥y. postpone the" Bléction and fix 4 new date’for the e]ectfon

due to natural chsaster or other

Observed that the combined effect of Sections 134,179, 111 of the Constitution and Sect1011 26 (1) as
well as Section 53 (2) - (3) of the Electoral Act, 2010 shows that 111c0ncluswe glections .are not
e11v15£1ged in dur laws except Whe1e the1e was over—votmg m a pollmg umt not wh’fare votes. already

j: e

o Wo; ] ted tha[ in the 9 Match 2019 Geueral Elcctlons Butof the 20 C}ubematorlal Electmns conducted

6 were declared inconclusive: in Sokoto, Benug, Bauchi, Kano, Plateau and Adamawa, Statesidespite
the leadmg candidates having met the provisionssof Secﬁon 179 (2’3 of the Constitution, ‘thereby
Causmg apprehension, msecuuty and erosion of the confidence of the elcctm ates in the Commlwon
wlnch is now being seen as a biassed umpire in‘the- el‘ectmal process;

Resolved to:

‘call on the lndcpendent— National Electoral Commlssmu not to gubvelt the w1ll of the peopie

by ‘resorting to the provisions’of the: Guidelines (rel dtmg 10 mconcluswe electrous) but to

. ciclheze o’ the’ Consututlon and “allow: dggrlevefl Parties 0 proceed to the relevarit Election
Tribunals in order to ensure peace and security and to pfomote the credibility of the Flectoral
Procesq ancl 7 ‘ : L T '

T

i :j___ -

scl up an Ad—hor Commtttce o rev1s1t "ancl review “the Flectoml Act 1r1 order to address all the
electoxal sllortcommbs Wltnessed n the 2019 gcneml electmns (HR 4/03/2019)

Prescntatmn o{ Bllh
The followmg Bills were 1ea(l the Fi nsr sze

‘- '0.' g i1alte1cd Medlatom amcl Concxl]ators of ngella Blll 2019 (HB 1605)

- »i,.-

(2’) becleml Polytcchmc Kddo Kano State (Establlsllmcnl Etc ) B]l 2019 (HB 1606)

'!(3) lﬂcclelal Pclyleclmlc ‘L’mgt&ug Plateau Slate (E abllshment elc. )Blll 2019 (HB 1607)

.,

(H) cheml College of Educatlon Ugugbenu Inlla' Edo’ State (Estabhshment ete’ ) Blll 2019

(I—IB 1608)

R

(8) - FCT Umvexs;ly of Sc;encc and chlmology, Abaji (Estabhshment etc. )B]ll 2019 (HB 1612)
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1

9) " Federal Polytechnic, Aba, Abia State. Bill, 2019 (HB. 1613).

(10y  Federal Polytechnic, Silame, Sokoto State, Bill, 2019 (HB. 161‘47). |

(11)  Federal College of Education, Gumel. Bill, 2019 HB.161S,

(12)  Federal College of Education, Sabon Birni, Sokoto State, Bill. 2019 (HB. 1616).

6. . Presentation of Report : - .

i ';_Cg_)‘;g'ygg;t{gqo:z National Planning and Economic-Development: | R :
-Motion made qnd Question proposed, “That the House do réceive the Report of the Committee on
.. National Planning and Economic Developrent on a Bill for an Act to Repeal the Nigerian Council
for Management Development Act, Cap. N99, Laws of the Fedération of Nigeria,-2004 and Enact
the Nige:tan Council for Management Development Bill; and for Related:Matters {(HB. 461)" (Hon.

Bashir Baballe — Minjibir/Ungogo Federal Constituency).
Agreed io.
‘Report laid,
. - ABill iuravn Act to Repeal the Nigerian Law Reform Commission Act, Cap, N118, Laws-of the
- Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and Enact the Nigerian Law Reform Commission Bill to Faeilitate
the Effective Implementation of the Commission's Law Reform Proposals and Enhance its
. Performance; and for Related Matters (HB. 1577) — Second Reading

Orderfead, dej!ewed Ljvy feaﬁ._e of }!fge,Hous-ei. |

8. A Bill for an Act to Provide for Establishment of thé Nigeria Arabic Language Village as an
Inter-University Centre for Arabic Language Studies; and for Related Matters (HB.'1489) —
Second Reading ' - '

 Order read, deferred by leave of the House..
9.7 A Blll fo‘ll',.a:_nlAct‘ to ‘.‘]"‘lr'qvi('lé{for ’]-jf'.s;t_glb_lish-‘ment of thie Nigeria Fremch Langvage Village as an
~ . " Inter-University Centre.for French Language Studies; and for Rekited Matters (HB. 1490) —

o ‘Second Reading
) Otﬁ‘_’dé?“f'edq?; defemed by ‘l‘e_‘avépf }f"ié_'h{guse.._‘_ .,

10.'_' T ABI f‘(rilf"all_‘Act to Amé'n‘d' the Federal' Colleges of Education Act, Cap: FS, Laws of the
Fedération of Nigeria, 2004; and for Related Matters (IHB. 1452) — Second Reading

v

Order read,; deferred by [cave bf the House.

11. A Bill for an Act to .\mend the. Trafficking in Persons."(P_:*ohibition) Enforcement and
. ..Administration Act, to establish.Special Trafficking Court and a Mandatory Aunual Codified
"ijn_'z‘liiii_ng on the Subjects of Human Traffitking, Modern Day Slavery and Protection of Victims,
‘Expand the Composition of the Governing Board of the National Agéncy for the Prohibition of
Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) by including Members from the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC), increase Penalties and Criminalize certain Offences including the
Patronage of Comumercial Sex; and for Related Matters (HB. 1559) — Second Reading
Motion made and Question proposed, “That a Biil for an Act to Amend the Trafficking in Persons
(Prohibition) Enforcement and Administration Act, to establish Special Trafficking Court and a
Mandatory Annual Codified Training on the Subjects of Human Trafficking, Modern Day Slavery and
Protection of Victims, Exoand the Composition of the Governing Board of the National Agency for
the Prohibition of Trafficling in Persons (NAPTIP) by including Members from the Economic and
- Financial Crimes Commis:jion (EFCC), increase Penalties and Criminalize certain Offences including
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the Patronage of Commercial Sex; and for Related Matters (HB 1559) be now read a Second Time”

. (Hon Ikou Samutel Okon — Etman/str Ibom/stt Ubtum Federal Constttuency and 2 others)

12.

Recalls that the B1lls were returned thh some. observatlons on some clauses of the B.llls wluch rleed L 2T

7 Debate e

A

Quemon rhar the Bzii be reaa’ a Second Itme — Agreed to. "
Bill read the. Sccond me

Bill referred to rhe;Com-mittEe on Human Rights,

| Re-Committal of the Agrmulture Credit Guarantee Scheme Fund Act (Amendment) Blll 2018

the National Broadeasting Commission Act (Amendment) Bilf, 2018, the Federal: Polytechnics
Act (Amendment) Bill, 2018 and the Institute of Chartered Bmchemlsts and Molecular Bmloglsts
of Nigeria Bill, 2018 :
Motion made and Question proposed:

The House:

_ Notes that the above Bllls were. severally passed by the Natlonal Assembly and transmltted o the L
- President for assen; , : PR O

i

coterbe addressed

13.

Resolves to:

Rescind its decmons on_the affected clauses of the Bills as passed and re-commit same to the
Committee of the Whole for reconsideration and passage. (Hon. Edward Pwajok Gycmg — Jos
South/Jos East Federal Constituency).

A greed fo.

Consideration of Reports
) . Committee on Tertiary Education and Serwces ,
~ That the House do consider the Report of the Committee on Tertiary Education and Services
~ona Bill for an Act to Establish Federal Collége of Education (Special); Birnin Kudu, Ji igawa
. State to Provide Full-Time Courses, Teaching, Instruction and Training in Technology,
.. Applied Science, Arts, Social Scnences Humanities and Management; to Establish College
of Education (Tec.hmcal) Onna, Akwa Ibom State to Provide Full-Time Courses, Teaching,
Instructions and Training in Technology, Applied Science, Arts, Social Science, Humanities
and Management; and to Provide for the Establishment of Federal College of Education,
. Lissam, Taraba State for the Purposes of Providing Qualitative Education in Science, Arts,’
Social Science and other Technical Knowledgc and for Related Matters (MB.1441, HB. 1304

and HB.1042).

Order read; deferred by leave of the House.

' (i) Keporton the l’eatzon by Iwere Mashark and Others against the Nigeria National Petroleum

Corporation (NNPO) on the disengaged NNPC Stafﬁ Warri Zone and approve the
:ecommendattmt ‘therei - (Comnuttee of the WIm!@)

Order defel md by leave of rhe Hous‘e
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GattL

14,

15,

(irf) Committee on Public Petitions: :
Petition by D. D. Okeroma and Sons:
That the House do consider the Report of the Committee on Public Petitions on the Petition
by D. D. Okoroma and Sons-against Total E & P-Nigeria Limited over non-compliance with
compensating Odiemenyi Community in Ahoada East Local Government Area of Rivers State
for Oil spill which occurred on 15 June, 2006 from itse pipeline, and approve the
recommendation therein.

Lo

Order read; deferred by leave of the House. |

That items 10 to 14 on the Order Paper be‘set down to the next legislative day, pursuant to Order
- “Fdght;. Rule 6 (3) (Hon. Edward Pwajok Gvang — Jos South/Jos East Federal Constituency) —

Agreed 1.

Adjournment _ 3
That the House do adjourn till Tuesday, 19 March, 2019 at 11.00 a.m. (Hon. Femi Gbajabiamila -
House Leader), ' ' .

1

The House adjourned accordingly at2. 02 p.m.

"-:,‘.f‘ e (RS

I

Yakubu Dogara
. Speaker







