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I. ‘I'he House met at 11,13 a.m. Mr Speaker read the Prayers.

[ &

Yotes and Proceedings _
Mr Speaker announced that e had exanined and approved the Vores and Proceedings of Tuesday,
12 july, 2016 ' '

3. Announcements :
(i) Visitors in the Gallery:
Mr Speaker recognized the presence of the following ‘visilors:

{¢y - Meémbers “of National Association of Burum Local - Government Students
- (NABLOGS) World-Wide, Dela State; ' -

(by  Suaff and Students of Abuja International Academy, Mararaba, Nasarawa Staic;

(¢)  Members of the Science Student’s Association (FA MSSA). Faculty of Management
Sciences. Usman Danfodiye University, Soketo State.

{iD) Transition of Alhaji Umarn Shinkafi (Marafan Sokoto): )
Mr Speaker read & comiunication {rom Houn. Abubakar Husaini Moriki.(Shinkafi/Zurmi
Federgl Constingency), informing the House of the demise of Alhaji Umaru Aliyu Shinkafi
(Marafan Sokoto) on Wednesday, 6 July, 2016, at the age of 79. He noted that Alhaji
Shinkafi was a veteran potitician and wechnocrat who served the country in various capacities.
He prayed the House to observe a minute silence in his horour.

A minue silence observed in honowr of the deceased.
4. Petitions ‘ _ _
)] Petitions from the following persons were presented and laid by Hon. Owoidighe Eme ‘

Ekpoauai (Eket/Onna/Esit Eket/Ibeno Federal Consrirtency):

(@)  Kola Otawole & Co., on behalf of 3086 Legislative Aides of the 6th National
Asscmbly on the payment of their outstanding scverance allowances;
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(b) Bola Abimbola lge & Co., on behalf of Olatunji Augustine regarding his dismissal
from the service of the Ncmoual Electric Power Authority (NEPAY: ’

() the management of Macdonald Memortal International Instituie seeking the
intervention of the House in the alleged financial impropricty by Skye Bank,
Diamond Bank and First Bank;

(d) Hon, Amadi Oguerinwa Dennis on the allcged threat w remove him through
unconstitutional mean from the House of Representatives:

(e) Hassan D. Tukur against thé appointment of the current Comptroiler General of
P‘risons who has declared 1hr_gc differem “years of bir:h; ‘

(H Reuben B, Wanogha & (,ompdnv Legal Practitioners on bt,l]d f Suifolk
PetroleumeServices L imited (SPS1.) on the alleged Iy dUdUlLﬂl withholding (,1 payment
due to them by Mohil Producmﬂ Nigeria Unfimited:

. & .
g Jonathan Nwachukwu Ekeke on his dismissal from the Federal Civil Service;
{1 Petitions from the following persons were also presented and laid by Elun Bede Eke (Aboh

Mbaise/Ngor Gkpala Federal Consnnency)y.

{a1} Tunde Oveeieke on behalf Treasure House Moniessorf School, Asokoro, A huig on
the unjust detention and continuous incarceration of Mr Paul Okpala by the Nigeria
Police on a vumped up charge of sexual abuse

{53 Olayinka thids i 1 for Change on ihe need o review li‘m
cilire contract process of Ajaokuta - Abuja - Kadens - Kanp Gas Pipeling, awarded
by NNPC: |

{}

{d) mied Abbas

enl by the .5.3{:-2;0:
{ey sroup of Companies on al icgc;"u-
I57 the bourd of Migertan Nanona
) {;. !‘f *y and the management of Total Exploradion and E’;‘s.;dz_
Migeria  Bimied, Mobil Producing  Nigeria Pinlimimd, Addax  Petrok
Developmen:  Bigerls  Limdwed C{hevron Migeria Limied,
approximaicly 3.4 bitlion USH, ' '
Fepitiony referred trthe Cow
5. £1E, Rule 46}

Coustt ’ffe»a} imtroduced the watier and prayed the

ent public Hnporiancy,; and

. Rules 46 (3 and 48 1o allow debaeie en the maner fenhwith.
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Ouestion thai the matier be considered as one of wrgent public importance — Agreed (0.

Question that the House do suspend Order VIII, Rules 46 (3) and 49 to enable it debare the nuiirer
Sorthwirl — A greed 10.

100% Tariff Hike by Electricity Firms in Nigeria:
The House:
Notes that electricity supply is very vital 10 cconomic development in Nigeria:

Aware of the recent epileptic and erratic powcer supply caused by the inefficiency of the
Distribution Companies (Discos) i Nigeria; '

© Worried that this state of power supply has continued for a very long period of time with no
solution in sight:

Recalls the Daily Trust publication of Tuesday, 12 July, 2016 of aiempts by Distribution
Companies 1o hike eleetricity rariff by 100%:

Also aware that Discos had writen 1o the Nationa! Bleciricity Regulatory Commission
(NERC) requesting tor hike in electricity tariff from the current K24 to 150 per kilowait for

residential consumers;
- Atso recalls that in February 2016, NERC had increascd electricity tarift by 45% with no
correspondent result in the electricity supply which had dropped thereby affecting both

household and commercial activitics adversely;

Also notes that despite the court injunction, restraining the NERC from increasing the
clectriciry wariff, they have continued o disobey the order;

Regrers that the planned 100% ncrease in cleetricity tariff by NERC at the instance of
Distribution Companics is illegal and abuse of court process:

Acknowledges the vole of the National Assembly as v watch dog over the Executive in the
5 ; ' h =
proper managenment of Nigeria's resources:

Concerned that if the proposed hike in the electricity tariif is not put on hold, its multiplying
effect on the cconomy and the social well-being of Nigeria cannot be quantified:

Resolves 10:

(H  Urgethe Executive Arm of Government 1o without delay order a halt on the plan to
increase the electricity tariff by whatever percentage as it is not in the public INICTEST
and

(i) mandate the Conunittee on Power 1o invesiigate the rationale behind the last increase
: in clectricity tarift by Discos commensurate with their invesiment in the power
industry (Hon. Altyu Sani Madaki — Dala Federal Constituencyy.
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The House:

(L P

',_('LCCU‘iCiL}' supply is very vital to economic dcvck)pmcm in Nigeria:

Aware of the recent epileptic and erratic power supply caused by the xm,ﬂlcu,ﬂcv of the
Distribution Companies (Dlscos) in Nl“u‘ld ‘ :

Worried that this staie of power supply has continued for a;

y long period of time with no
solution in sight, : :

Rec(zlz’ed the Daily Trust publication of Tuesday. 12 july, 2016 of aten pis by Distribution

Companics o hike electricity writf by }{J(W
Also aware that Discos had written to the Natonal Electricity Regulatory Commission
(NERC) requesting for hike m LlLLlI’I(.HV tariff from the current N24 10 M50 per kilowatt for
residential consumers;
Also recalled that in February 2016, NERC had increased clectricity tariff by 453% with no
correspondent result in the electricity supply which had dropped thereby affecting both

household and commercial activities adversely;

Also nored that despiie the court injunction, restraining the NERC from increasing the
clectricity ariff, they have continued to disobey the order:

Regretied that the planned 100% increase in electricity ariff bv NERC at the mstdn{,c of
Distribution Compaties 13 111(,%1 dnd abusc of court process;

Acknowledged the role of the National Assembly as the waich dog over the Executive in the
proper management of Nigeria's resources:

Concerned (hat if the proposcd hike in the electricity tariff is not put on hold. its muliplying
effect on the economy and the social well-being of Nigeria cannot be quantified:

Resolved 1o:

{H Urge the Exccutive Arm of Government o without delay order a halt on the plan to

increase the clectricity tariff by whatever percentage as it is not in the public interest:
and . : . o
(i) mandate the Committee on Power o investigaie the rationale behind the iast increase

i electricity 1arift by Discos commensuraie with their investment in the power
industry (HR. 35/201¢).

Motion referred to the Commirtee on Special Ad-hoc Commitree on Sales of Power Asset.

{ii} Need 1o Conduct a Comprehensive Investigative Hearing Towards Restructuring,
Re-organizing, Re-financing and Re-positioning of the National Hospital Abuja for Better
and Efficient Service Delivery and Other Matter Connected Thereto:

Hon, Muhammad Sani Abdu (Akaleri/Kirfi i Federal Comnmem vy introduced the matter and
prayed the House to:

(a) consider and approve the matter as one of urgent public importance; and
(by  suspend Order VIIL, Rules 46 (3y and 49 10 allow debate on the matter forthwith.

Question that the matier be considered as one of urgent public importance — Agreed ro.
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Question that the House do. suspend Order VIII, Rules 46 (3) and 49 10 enable it debare the matier
forthwith — Agreed to. ' ' ' g

Need to Conduct a Comprehensive Investigative Haring Towards Restructuring,
Reorganizing, Refinancing and Repositioning of the National Hospital, Abuja for Better

and Eificient Service Delivery and Other Matters Connected Thereto:
The House:

Notes the noble goals for the cstablishment of the Nartional Hospial, Abuja as a Cenire of
Excellence at the tertiary level of Nigeria's Health Delivery System from its humble
beginning as Family Support Programme Hospital for Women and Children (built by the then
First Lady, Mrs Maryam Abacha between 1997 - 16499); ‘

Also notes hat since the upgrade 1o a Tertiary Referral Hospital and Centre of Excellence
in 1999, serviee delivery begun pretly well and down the line it got deteriorated and
degraded: ' ' N

Concerned that the level of decay inboth physical structure and service delivery indices have
become intolerable: | _ -

Worried with the high level of callousness, mal-administration and loss of _‘mcc_iiczil and work
ethics in the hospital; ' _ ' :

st
Also worried with the pains suffered by both patients and their relations in seeking medical
care in the hospital senerally due to (4) above; i

i

Periurbed by the mncessant indusirial actions — Strikes and closures, resulting in more

sufferings by patients, agony by their relations and even resulting in loss of lives in some
Cascs;

Resolves 10:

Mandare the Commitees o ftealth Institutons, Healthcare Services, anid Governmental
Affairs to conduct a Comprehensive Investigative Hedring with a vie_W‘ o prefer-ring lasting
solutions w0 the state of affairs of ihe hospital in terms of restructuring, reorganizing,
refinancing and repositioning (Hon. Muhammad Sani Abdu — Alkaleri/Kirfi Federal
Constitneney). . ' '

Debate.

Question agreed 10.
The House:
Nored (e nople poals for the establishment of the National Hospital, Abuja as a Centre of
Exeellence at the wrdary level of Nigeria's Health Delivery System from its humble
beginning as Family Support programme Hospital for women and Children (built by the then
First Lady. Mrs Maryam Abacha berween 1997 - 1999);
Also noted that since the upgrade 10,2 Tertiary Referral Hospital and Centre of Excellence
in 1999, service delivery begun pretty well and down the ling it got deteriorated and

degraded; -

Concernedthat the level of decay in both physical structurce and service delivery indices have
becone intolérable; ) ‘
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- Worried with the high level of callousness, mal-administration and loss of medical and work
ethics in the hospial; ‘ '

" AlS6 worried with the pains sufferéd by both .paticf:n'[s_; and their relations in seeking medical
care in the hospital generally due t6 (4) above! ' o ' -

Perturbed by the incessant industrial actions — strikes and closures, resulting in more
sufferings by patients, agony by their relations and even resulting in loss of lives in some
cases; :

Resolved 1o

Mandate the Committees on Health Institutions, Healthcare Services. and Governmental

Affairs 10 conduct a Comprehensive Investigative Hearing with a view to preferring lasting
solutions 10 the state of affairs of the hospital in terms of restructuring, reorganizing,

refinancing and repositioning (HR. 36/2016).

Motion r(gférred_m the Comminees on Health Institutions, Healthcare Services, and Governmenial

Affairs. _

Question that the fl__‘ouse do suspend Order VIN, Rule 46 (3) 10 enable it take more than two
Matters of Urgent Public Importance — Agreed to. '

@D Non-availability of Find Jor Rio Olympics 2016 for Team ‘Nigeria:
Hon. Damburam Abubakar Nuhy (Kano Municipal Federal Constitnency) introduced the
matter and prayed the House to: : ' '
I'(a) consider and approve the matter as one of urgent public importance; and
(H) Suspend Order VI, Rules 46 (3) and 49 (0 allow debare on the mater forthwith,

Question that the marter be considered as one of urgent public importance — Agreed to.

destion that the House do suspend Order VIH, Rules 46 (3) and 49 o eﬁ_abz'e it debate the marter
Jorthwith — Agreed 10.

Non-availability of Fund for Rio Olympics 2016 for Team Nigeria:
‘The House:

Notes the importance of Olympic Games among which are but not limited to-

¢

. learning new culwres and promoting the cultural heritage of the participating
countries
. uniting nations throughout the world irréspective of background, continent and race,

etc. through the medium of sports

* prometes healthy competition among comity of nations and winning spirits of the
eams; '

Also notes that the Olympic 2016 is scheduled 1o take place in Rio, Brazil and it is around
the corner precisely. in August: '

™% -Further notés that Team Nigeria lacks the fund to adequarely prepare for the games as their
counter in other countries; :
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Still noze;v fﬁe'ch_al.lcngés assq.éiate.d -w_ith the availability of.-fdrei-gn excharnge, which may also
affect the level of preparation for the Olympics; o -

Again notes that Team Nigeria oﬁght to be in camp by now as preparation towards the game
in August 2016; : S

Regrets that the fund required/budgetary provision to participate. in the Olympics was
captured in the 2016 Appropriation, which has been passed by the House in March and
signed into law since May 2016 yet not released to the Ministry of Sports;

Also regrets that this kind of prepafation and 1ith h.ou‘r release of funds usually mars the
performance of Team Nigeria; ‘ o

Resolves io:

(H Call on the Ministry of Finance, ‘Accoumant-General of the Federation and Budget

Office 1o release this fund immediately;

() mandate the Committee on Sports to invite the Minister of Sports, and President,
Nigeria Olympic Committee for update on the level of our preparation and report
_back to the House withing one week: and .

{iii) also .call on the Min_iétry of Sports (Ministejr) to follow-up with tlie afo'rémenﬁoned
_ offices and facilitate the release of the fund for. the ‘Olympics (Hon. Daiburam
Abubakar Nuhu — Kano Municipal Federal Constituency).

Question agreed to.

The House:

~ Noted the importance of Olympic Games among which are but not limited to:

* learning new cultres and promoting the culwural heritage of the participating
_ countries : -
L uniting nations throughout the world irrespective of background, continent and race,

- etc. through the medium of sports

IjOmotes healthy competition among comity of nations and winning spirits of the
' teams; ‘

Also noted that the Olympic 2016 is scheduled to take place in Rio, Brazil and it is around
the corner precisely in August; o ,

Further noted that Team Nigeria lacks the fund to adequately prepare for the games as their
counter in other countries;

Still noted t_he'_clvlaliéhges assocjated wiﬂ_}iﬂie é.vailabiiity ﬂf-fo'_reign exchange, which may also

affect the level of preparation for the Olympics;

Again noted that Team Nigeria ought to be in camp by now as preparation-towards the game
in August 2016;
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Regretted that the fund required/budgetary provision to participate in the Olympics was
capuured in the 2016 Appropriation, which has been passed by the House in March and
signed into law since May 2016 yeét ot released 1o the ‘Ministry of Sports; :

Also regretted that this kind of preparation and 11th hour release of funds usually mars the
performance of Team Nigeria; ‘ -

‘ Resolved to:

(fy + Callon -tl‘l'eMinistfy of Finance,‘-Accountant—'Génerai of the Federation and Budget
Office to release this fund immediately; '

(if) mandate the Committee on Sports to invite the Minister of Sports, and President,
Nigeria Olympic Committee for update on the level of our preparation and report
back to the House withing one week; and ‘

(iiiy - also call on the Ministry of Sports (Minister) to follow-up with the aforementioned
offices and facilitate the rélease of the fund for the Olympics (HR. 37/2016).

Motion referred 1o the Committee on Sports.

A Bill for an Act to Prohibit Late Payment, Nou-Paynient and Underpayment of Workers'
Wages, Pensions and Other Emoluments in Nigeria and Prescribe Penalties for Violations; and
for Other Related Matters (HB. 479) — Second Reading

Motion made and Question proposed, *That a Bill for an Actto Prohibit Late Payment, Noa-Payment
and Underpayment of Workers' Wages, Pensions and Other’ Emoluments in Nigeria and Prescribe
Penalties for Violations; and for Other Related Matters (HB. 479} be now read a Second Time”
(Hon. Femi Gabjabiamila — Surulere Federal Constituency).

Debate.

Debate adjourned to enable the sponsor make further consultations on the Bill.

A Bill for an Act to provide for a National Empowerment and Enhancement Scheme to
Strengthen Government's Drive towards Alleviating Poverty in Nigeria; and for Other Related
Matters (HB. 566) — Second Reading . o

Motion made and Question proposed, “That a Bil} for an Act to provide for a National Empowerment
and Enhancement Scheme to Strengther Government's Drive towards Alleviating Poverty in Nigeria;
and for Other Related Matters (HB. 566) be now read a Second Time” (Hon. Goni Bukar Lawan
— Bursari/Geidant/ Yunusari Federal Constituency). - ‘ :

Debate.

Question that the Bill be read a Second Time — Agreed rb.

Bill read the Second 'I_‘ime.'

Bill referred to the Conunittee on Poverty Alleviation.

A Bill for an Act to Establish a Scholarship Board for the Purpose of Planning, Implementing
and Overseeirig a Federal Scholarship Schenie; and for Other Related Matters (HB. 561) —
Second Reading : ' o '

Order read; deferred by leave of the House: '
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9. A Bill for an Act to make it Compulsory for all Schoeols to teach the Nigerian Constitution as
a Subject in Schools; and for Other Related Matters (118, 477) — Second Readmg
Order read; deferred by leqve of the House.
14, A Bill for an Act to Integrate Non-Indigenes into States Other than their States of Origin; and
for Other Relaied Matiers (11B. 493) — Second Reading
Order read,; deferred by leave of the House,
1. A Bill for an Act to Provide for the Federal Agencies Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment; and
for Other Related Matters (HB. 5500 — Second Reading
Order read; deferred by leave of the House.
1zZ. Need for Construction of Pedestrian Bridges on the East-West Road at Agbarho and Lo‘wih
Towns in Ughelli North/Ughelli South/Udu Federal Constituency of Delta Stdw
Morion made wid Question proposed:
The House:
Notes that the East-West highway 15 4 dual carriage Trunk A road which traverses Agbarho and
Ughelli wowns and is the major road that links the South-West geopolitical zone to the South-South
zone, particularly Baycelsa and Rivers Siates:
Aware that the road records very high volume of waltic, including articulated vehicles conveying
heavy oil prospecting equipment to and from their bases within the South-South geopolitical zone:
Concerned that due to the high population of the towns resulting in high pedestrian movements ol
both the old and voung, particularly school children crossing from one part of the road 1o the other
to anend schools. there have been cases of fatal accidents on the busy road:
Worried that the absence of pedestrian bridges at the towns is largely responsible for the needless
accidents and deaths resulting therefrom;
Resolves 10:
{NH Urge the Federal Ministry of Works, Power and Housing to. as mater ol oSt importance.
construct pedestrian bridges at designated points at Agbarho and Ughelli iowns: and
(i) mandare the Committee on Works to ensure compliance (Hon. Selomon Ahbwinahwi —
Ughelli North/Ughelli South/Udu Federal Constinenty).
Question agreed 10.
(1IR. 38/2016).
Motion referred to the Committee on Works, pursuant 10 Order VI, Rule 51 (5).
13. Need for Continuouns Dredging of River Niger and Creation of a Turning Basin by the Baro

Port in Niger State _
Monon made and Question pi‘oposed:

The -House:
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14.

Noies that barety four years after the commencement of the two phased dredging of the River Niger

for the economic advancement of the country, skeletal comimercial marine activities have sprung up
along the River, ostensibly justifying Federal Government's huge investmenis in the exercise:

Also notes that the _d:iredging_vemiure' has ensured that the navigable channel is kept open throughout
the year with sustainable waterborne transport in the country which is comparatively less expensive,
safer and reduces the grotesque carnage that has become the rademark of the nation's highways;

Aware of the laudable nature of the project which has opened yet another chapter in socio-economic
interaciion among Nigerians, particularly those along the riverine communities of the eight benefitting
States: ' ' S ' '

Conceried that if the rains continue to fall, the river bed will swell up, the sand that was dredged out
will be washed back into the river and evenwatly, the dredged part will be covered Jp again;

Also concerned about the lack of arrangcmcnfs for continuous and sustained dredging ot the river at
intervals so that it could be navigable at any rime of the year, : '

Worried that despite the huge investments in the project and ils capacity to improve the economic
development of Nigetia, the absence of a turning basin by the Baro Port has drastically reduced
commercial and social activities in the areas, thus depriving Nigerians of the fuli benefits of the
dredging of the river; '

Resolves 1o:

(1) Urge the Federal Ministries of Transportation, Water Resources, and Works, Power and
fousing io put in piace a scheme that will ensure reguiar dredging of River Niger at intervals
to make it navigable at any time of the year; and commence, as a matler of urgeney, the
creation of Turning Basin at the Baro Port o cnable Nigerians take full advantage of the

dredeed river; and

(i) mandate the Committees on Water Resources, and Works (o ensure compliance (Hon. Alued
Abu — Edari/Lavun/Mokwa Federal Constiftiency).

Ouestion agreed 1o,
(HR. 39/2016).

Motion referred to the Conunittees on Water Resources, and Works, pursum:.( to Order VI, Rule 5}
(53.

Urgent Need for Completion of Abandoned Projects at the Uiversity of Uyo Teaching Hospital
to Meet the [lealthcare Delivery Needs of Nigerians in Akwa Ibom State

Morion made and Question proposed:

The House:

Notes thar the University of Uyo Teaching Hospital is the only Federal Government owned health
facility accessible to Nigerians living in Akwa Ibom State and its environs;

Also nores that the Federal Government awarded contracts for the construction of some essential
projects and procurement of sensitive hospital equipment, but the projects have been abandoned for
some years due to the lack of funds: '




No. 9 Wednesday, 13 July, 2016 129
Aweqre that the hospital, which serves as a referral for complicated health cases. s in a precarious
stace and unable o provide major health services 10 meet chalienges of influx of paticnts due to e
inability of the Federal Government 1o complere the projects;

Disturbed that the hospital experiences serious eicetricity challenges which further endanger the lives

of patients and also makes the hospital unable to meet s academic responsibility as a teaching

hospital o University of Uyo:

Also disrurbed that if the abandoned projects are not urgently completed, the health needs of

Nigerians living in Akwa Ibom State will continue to be denied:

Resolves 1o

{7) Mandate the Commitiee on Power to look into the current impediments forestalling electricity
supply to the Hospital, and ‘

(i also mandate the Comminees on Health Institutons, and Healtheare Services w look it the
matter 1o ensure that the projects are revived for the sake of the people living in Akwa lbom
Swawe (Hon. Francis Charles Uduyok — fkot Abasi/Mkpar Enin/Eastern. Obolo Federal
Coustitizency}.

Cuestion agreed 1o.

(LR, 40/2816).

Muorion referred (o the Connmiftees onf tealth [nstiturions, and Healtheare Services, pursuaniio Ordey

VIf Rule 31 (%)

15 Adjenrnmeni

That the Honse do adjourn il Trsday, 14 July. 2016 a7 1100 apn (HonJibril Umar Bubu —

Deprry Howuse Lewder;.

The Hopse qdiowrned aceordingly ar V.53 pon
J [ T

Yakubhu Dogars
Speaker
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