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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
| VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
Tuesday, 4 April, 2017
1. The House metat-11.24 a.m. Mr Speaker read the Prayers.
2, | Yotes und Procecdings |

Mr Speaker anncunced that he had e_'xamine'd and approved the Vores and‘P}”oceedings of Thursday,
30 March, 2017, S ‘

Thie Vores and Proceedings was adopted by unanimous consent:
3. Announcement
Visitors in the Gallery:
Mr Speaker recognized the presence of the following visitors;
(i) staff and Students of Faith Academy, Day Secondury School, Kubwa, Abuja;
(if) Steff and Students of Goshen International Ifigh School, Suleja, Niger State; and
(i) Moembers of National Association of Jigawa State Students (NAJISS), Jigawé State.
4, Petitions : ‘
(i) Peiitions from the following persons were presented and laid by Hon. Yusuf Ayo Tajudeen

CUjumu/Kabba-Bunu Federal Constituency):

() Mrs Catherine Fache, on the termination of her appointment by the Federal Inland
Revenue Service;

() C. O. Bosa & Co. (Solicitors and Advocates of the Supreme Court of Nigeria), on
behalf .of Mr Olorunhundo G. S., on the termination of his appointment by the
- Nigerian Customs Service: ‘ :
{ii) A petition from Godson Ukpevo and 3 others, on the ténjni'na‘tim_i_ of their appointments, by
the Pension Transition Arrangement Directorate (PTAD), was presented and laid by Hon,
Leo Ogor (Isoko Norvth/Isoko South Federal Constituéncy). - ..

Petitions referred o the Committee on Public Petitions.
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5. Matter of Urgent Public Importance (Standing Order Eight, Rule 4)
Devastating Rainstorm in Akoko Edo Federal Constituency:
Hon, Peter Ohiozojeh Akpatason (Akoko-Edo Federal Constituency) introduced the matter and prayed
the House to eon31der and approve the matter as one of urgent public importance.
Question thai the matter be conszdered as one of urgent public importance — Agreed to.
Maiter to stand over till hext legaslarwe day, pursuant to Order Eight, Rule 4 (3).
6. Presentation and First Reading of Bills l

The following Bills were read the First Time:
(1)  National Burean of Forensic Services (Establishment) Ei]l 2017 (HB. 989).

(:2) Federal Unwelsltles of Technology, Kaduna Lagos and Enugu (Estabhshment) Bill, 2017

(HB.990). 7
(3) Federal Unwersny of Education, Zaria (hstabhshment) Bill, 2017 (HB 991).

(4) National an1ronmentdl Stdndards and Regulatlons Enforcement Agency Act (Amendment) :
,B]l 2017(1113 992) o » S

(5 stp[ay and Use of th”e Nstlonal Flag, Certam Flag,s and the, thlOIlal Coat of Arms Act

{Amendment) B111 2017 (HB. 993),

(6) { Umversal Basm Education Act (Amendment) Bﬂl 2017 (HB 994).

. ‘ (7). Universal Basle Educat:on Act (Amendment) Bill, 2017 (HB 995)

(8)  Cenire for Bldek and African Arts and Civilization Act (Amendment) Bll] 2017 (HB. 996)
(9) . Projects Monitoring %nd Evaluation Template Biil, 2017 (_HB. 997)-.,

(10)  Coastitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (Alteration) Bil], 2017 (HB. 998).

Presentation of Reports e «“
(0 Committee on Public Petitions:.
_“Report on the Petition by Alfa Onum:
Motion. made and Question proposed, “That the House do receive the Report of the
Committee on Public Petitions on the petition by Alfa Onum against the Nigeria Custons
Service on the unlawful retirement from Service” (Hon. Uzoma Nkem Abonm — Ukwa
_ Pczv_r/Ukwa West Federal Constituency). :
~ Agreed to.
At ey 8
' Report laid.
\ - (iiy . ' Committee on Public I’etmons

Report on the Petition by Mr Odoh Daniel ()

Motion made and Question proposed, “That the House do receive the Report of the

_Committée on Pubiic ‘Petitions on the petition by ‘Odoh Daniel against the Federal Road
Salety Commission (FRSC) on the unlawful termination of his appomtment" (Hon. Uzoma

‘ Nkem-Abonm — Ukwa East/Ukwa West Federal Consmuency)

Agreed to.

Reporz laid.
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(£id) Committee on Public Petitions:

Report on.the Petition by Stella Chinyere Udu and Co. on behalf of Mr Festus Tjerhe:
Maotion made and_ Question proposed, "That the House do receive the Report of the
Committee on Public Petitions on the petition by Stella Chinyere Idu and Co., against the
Nigerfa National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) on behalf of Mr Festus Ijerhe on the
alicged wrongful termination of his appointment” (Hon. Uzoma Nkem-Abonta — Ukwa
East/Ukwa West Federal Constituency). =~ '

' . [

: Agreed to,

Report laid.

(iv) Committee on Public Petitions; _
Report on the Petition by Anthony Agbenlahor and Associates: -
Motion made and Question proposed, “That the House do receive the Report of the
Committee on Public Petitions on the petition by Anthony Agbolahor and Associates against
Nigerian Liquefied Natural Gas Company (NLNG)” (Hon. Uzoma Nkem-Abonta — Ukwa
East/Ukwa West Federal Constituency). :

Agreed to,

Report laid,

(v) Committee on Public Petitions:

" Report on the Petition by EgangAgabi and Co. on behalf of Chief Festus Oduenyi:
Motion made and Question proposed, “That the House do receive the Report of the

-Committee on Public Petitions on the petition by Egang Agabi and Co. on behalf of Chief
Festus Oduenyi against the Nigeria Customs Service for the conversion of textile goods, in
the sum of N96,460,000,000.00 (nine-six million, four hundred and sixty thousand Naira)
only” (Hon. Uzoma Nkem-Abonta — Ukwa East/Ukwa West Federal Constituency).

Agreed 1o,
Report laid,

A Bill for an Act to Establish the Chartered Institute of Capital Market Registrars to Regulate
and Confrol the Practice of Share Registration and for Other Related Matters (HB, 79) — Third
Keading g ' K

Motion made and Question proposed, “That a Bill for an Act to Establish the Chartered Institute of
Capital Market Registrars to Regulate and Control the Practice of Share Registration and for Other
Related Matters (HB. 79) be now read the Third Time " (Hon. Femi Gbajabiamila — House Leader).

 Agreed to.

Bill read the Third Time, and passed.

A Bill for an Act to Establish the Forensjc DNA Database in Nigeria charged with Responsibility
for the Collection of DNA Samples, making Forensic DNA Analysis, Using DNA Profile and
Information Targeted at Addressing Doubts in Criminal and DNA Related Issues and for Other
Related Matters (HB. 856) — Second Reading '

Motion made and Question proposed, “That a Bill for an Act to Establish the Forensic DNA
Database in Nigeria charged with Responsibility for the Collection of DNA Samples, making
Forensic DNA Analysis, Using DNA Profile and Information Targeted at Addressing Doubts in
Criminal and DNA Related Issues and for Other Related Matters (HB. 856) be now read a Second

Time” (Hon. Patrick Asadu — Nsukkallghoeze Souzh. Federal _Qo;zszitueizcy). _

Debate.
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Question that the Bill be read a Second Jime — Agreed to. |
Bill read the Second Time.
Bill referred to the ‘.Cr)mmitteqs on Interior, Police Affairs, and Healthcare Services.

A Bill for an Act to Alter Section 221 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of the Nigeria,
1999 to make the Votes Scored by a Candidate Sponsored by a Political Party the Votes of the
Candidate and Limit the Transfer of Votes Scored by one Candidate to some Gther Person and
for Other Related Matters (IIB. 807) - Second Redding

Morion made and Question proposed, "That a Bill for an Act to Alter Section 221 of the Constitution
of the Federal Republic of the Nigeria, 1999 to make the Votes Scored by a Candidate Sponsored
by a Political Party the Votes of the Candidate and Limit the Transfer of Votes Scored by one
Candidate 10 some Other Person and for Other Related Matters (HB. 807) be now read a Second
Time” (Hon. Sunday Steve Karimi —- Yagba East/Yagba West/Mopamuro Federal Constituency).

Debate.
Question ihat the Bill be read a Second Time — Agreed o,
Bill read the Second Time.

Bill referred to the Special Ad-hoc Commnittee on the Review of 1999 Constitution.

‘A Bill for an Actl to Repeal the Associated Gas Re-Injection Act, Cap. A25, Laws of the

Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and for Other Related Matters (I1B. 217) — Second Reading
Motion made and Question proposed, “That a Bill for an Act 1o Repeal the Associated Gas
Re-Injection Act, Cap. A25, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and for Other Related Matters
(HB. 217) be now read a Second Time” (Hon. Uzoma Nkem-Abonta — Ukwa East/Ukwa West
Federal Constituency).

Debate.

Question that the Bill be read a Second Time — Agreed to,

Bill read the Second Time.

Bill referred to the Committee of the Whole.

A Bill for an Act te Provide for the Establishment of the Polytcchhic, I)ukku, Gombe State for
the Purpose of Providing Qualitative Education in Science, Arts and -Other Technical
Inowledge and Research and Training and for Other Related Matters (HB. 947) — Second
Reading . - : : -

Motion made and Question proposed, “That a Bill for an Act to Provide for the Establishment of
the Polytechnic, Dukku, Gombe State for the Purpose of Providing Qualitative Education in Science,

Arts and Other Technical Knowledge and Research and Training and for Other Related Matters (HB.
947) be now read a Second Time” (Hon. Aishatu_Jibril Dukkyu — Dukku/Nafada Federal

Constituency).
Debate.
Question thai the Bill be read a Second Time — Agreed to.

Bill read the Second Time.

Bill referred to the Committee on Tertiary Education and Services. s
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Call for Intervéntion in the Non-Release of Funds for the Amnesty Programme
Motion made and Question proposed, : o

The House:

Recalls that the Amnesty Programme was conceived by the Federal Government to stem the tide of

~ disaffection, agitations and militancy in the Niger. Delta area, which resulted in loss of lives,

properties and oil revenues;

Notes the monumental challenges facing the Presidential Amnesty Programme (PAP) due to scarcity
of funds to run the Programme, arising from delayed and staggered release of funds from the 2016
Appropriation Act by the Federal Ministry of Finance which has made it extremmely difficult for the
Programme to meet its obligations to its workers and beneficiaries;

Aware that 30,000 beneficiaries who are paid-a monthly allowance of N65,000.00 are being owed
5 months arrears and on the Education Programmes (Orishore), the debt to Universities in the country
Is N1,873,044,700.00, in addition to a backlog of unpaid In-Training Allowances amounting to
830,500,000.00, while Educational Programme (Offshore) is suffering the same fate as unpaid
In-Training Allowances for 750 students betwsen 2016 and 2017 is US$4,200,000.00 (equivalent of

- N1,332.000,000.00) an unpaid tition fee for 350 students amounting “to the sum of

JS§1 7,500,()00,00‘(equivalent of M5,512,500,000.00);

< Concerned that 70% of the 637 students in various institutions in 27 countries who are expected to

graduate at the end of the 2016/2017 acadernic year may not be able to do so for non-payment of

tuition fees and currently, more than 80% of them have been excluded from studies and if the tuition
fees are not settled, it may lead to their having to repeat the whole academic session, thus
= compounding the financial burden: . e

Also concerned that 100 graduates are currently stranded in the United States of America, Malaysia,

United Kingdom and South Africa, waiting for their October 2016 to J anuary 2017 allowances to . .-

- enable them settle their bills and return back to Nigeria;

Also dware that the students in the United Kingdom have planned to protest at the Nigerian High
Commission any moment for non-payment of their tition fees and allowances by the Amnesty

- Office, which when carried out, will definitely bring Nigeria to ridicule and opprobrium before the

comity of nations:

Further concerned that the Federal Ministry of Finance has not released to the Amuesty Programme

the sum of N15 Billion budgeted for in the 2016 Appropriation Act and the situation is becoming
more serious aud is capable of truncating the lofty programme as tension and threats are already
palpable in the Niger Delta Region and amongst the beneficiaries of the Programme, both those who
are onshore and offshore, with 2 propensity that is capable of bringing Nigeria into disrepute
nationally and internationally, unless the matter is addressed; :

Resolvey 10;

(z’) Courge the Honourable Minister of Finance to release the balance of %15 Billion in the 2016
Appropriation Act for the funding of the Amnesty Programme; and

- ()  mandate the Committee on Niger Delta Ministry to investigate the circumstances leading to

funding constraints affecting the Amnesty Programme, with a view to avoiding reoccurrence
and report back within two (2) weeks for further legisiative action (Hon. Leo- Ogor — Isoko
North/Isoko South Federal Constituency).

Debate.

Agreed to,

- -
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The House:

Recalled that the Amnesty Programme was conceived by the Federal Government to stein the tide
of disaffection, agitations and militancy in the Niger Delta area, which resulted in loss of lives,
properties and oil revenues;

Noted the monumental challenges facing the Presidential Amnesty Programme (PAP) due to scarcity
of funds to run the Programme, arising from delayed and staggered release of funds from the 2016
Appropriation Act by the Federal Ministry of Finance which has made it extremely difficult for the
Programme to meet its obligations to its workers and beneficiaries;

Aware that 30,000 beneficiarics who are paid a monthly allowance of }65,000.00 are being owed -
5 months arrears and on the Education Programmes {Onshore), the debt 1o Universities in the country
s }1.873.044,700.00, in addition to a packlog of unpaid In-Training Allowances amounting to
#830,500.000.00, while Educational Programme (Offshore) is suffering the same fate as unpaid
In-Training Allowances for 750 students between 2016 and 2017 is US$4,200,000.00 (equivalent of
#1,332.000,000.00) an unpaid tuition fee for 350 students amounting 10 the sum of

US$17,500,000.00 (equivalent of 35,512,500,000.00);

Concerned that 70% of the 637 students in various institutions in 27 countries who are expected to
graduate at the end of the 2016/2017:academic year may not be able to do so for non-payment of
wuition fees and currently, more than 80% of them have been excluded from studies and if the wition
fees are not settled, it may lead to their having to repeat the whole academic session, thus
compounding the financial burden,

Also concerned that 100 graduates are currenlly stranded in the U nited States of America, Malaysia,
United Kingdom and South Africa, waiting for their October 2016 to January 2017 allowances 1o
enable then settle their bills and return back to Nigeria;

Also aware thal the students in the United Kingdom have planned to. protest at the Nigerian High
Commission any moment for non-payment of their tuition fees and allowances by the Amnesty
Office, which when carried out, wilk definitely bring Nigeria to ridicule and opprobriurm before the
comity of nations; :

Further concerned that the Federal Ministry of Finance has not released to the Amnesty Programme
the sum of W15 Billion budgeted for in the 2016 Appropriation Act and the situation is becoming
more serious and is capable of runcating the lofty programme as tension and threats are already
pdlpable it the Niger Delta Region and amongst the heneficiaries of the Programme, both those who
are onshore” and offshore, with a propensity thal is capable of bringing Nigeria into disrepute

~ nationally and internationally, unless the matter is addressed;

- Resolyed 10
(i urpe the Fonourable Minister of Finance to release the balance of 113 Billion in the 2016

Appropriation Act for the funding of the Amnesty Programme; and

(i) mandate the Committee on Niger Delta Ministry to investigaie the circumstances leading to
funding constraints affecting the Amnesty Programme, with a vicw to avoiding reoccurrence
and report back within two (2) weeks for further legislative action (HR. 140/2017).

‘Recurring Cases of Breach of Fundamental Human Rights by the Department of State Services

(DSS)

Order read; deferred by leave of the House, in view of a similar maiter pending before a Committee
of the House. : - .
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Need for the Federal Government to Reverse the Presidential Directive to Scale down

Non-Agricultural Programmes from the Curriculum of Federal Universities of Agriculture

Motion made and Question proposed;

The House:

Aware of the determination of the Federal Government to diversify the nation's economy through
placing yreater focus on Agriculture which had previously been neglected during the era of oil boom,
an action lhat was partly responsible for the current economic malaise and recession, following a
drop in the price of oil; '

Also awdare that it was in recognition of the important role of Agriculture in driving economic growth,
improving revenues and job creation that a previous administration established three specialized

- Universities of Agriculture with the mandate to develop and offer academic and professional

programs lcading to the award of diplomas, first degrees, post graduate rescarch and higher degrees
which emphasize planning, adaptive, technical, maintenance, developmental and productive skills
i agriculture, agricultural engincering and allied professional disciplines with the aim of producing
socially mature persons with capacity to improve on those disciplines and develop new ones, and also
contribute (o the scientific transformation of Agriculture in Nigeria,

Further wware that synergy between core and non-core agricultural programs has universal appeal

“as several countries across the world have Universities of Agriculture that offer programs in

Agriculture and allied subjects and they include, Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University,
South China University, University of Agriculture Peshawar, Pakistan, Kuban Statc Agrarian

_University. Russia, Jomo Kenyalia University of Agriculture and Technology, Kenya, etc.:

Acknowiedges that the global village the world has given rise to the absolute necessity to focus on
combining both technologicat and management skills in the Agricultural profession to be grounded
i scienve. management techniques and social skills that drive today's sustainable agricultural
economy;

Notes the Presidential directive to scale down the non-core agricultural programs being offered by
the Universities of Agriculture and to evenwally wind down those programs which has now led the
Federal Ministries of Education, and Agriculture and Rural Development to comumence the move to
immediatcly phase out the College of Management Sciences at the Michael Okpara University of
Agriculture, Umudike, a College whose programmes have received the approval of the National
Universitics Commission (NUC), a recognition by the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nigeria
(ICANY und a number of other reputable institutions and organizations;

Concerned gbout the haste 10 phase out the College following the directive while those of the other
Universities of Agriculture in the country are still running, a move being undertaken without

- subjecting the directive to critical analysis by stakeholders and input by the affected Universities of

Agriculure;

{nformed (hal there already exists synergy and a kind of symbiotic relationship between the core
agricultural and non-agricultural courses, which are now mutually reinforcing with each program
complementing the delivery of the academic curriculum of the other such as Management Sciences
in the University and if disrupted by the hastily conceived directive, wiil distort the efficient running,
teaching, and learning of the professional core agricultural courses which have become inter-related
with the non-agricultural management sciences programs that Lave taken firm root at the University,

Also inforined that if the implementation of the directive is not halted, the admission trauma of the
youths, especially those within the catchment area of the Michael Okpara University of Agriculture
wiil be compounded, given the high number of students seeking admissions in the densely populated
area which is served by only one Federai University;
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Believes that the haste with whick: the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) delisted
y , Management Courses from the ones available on offer by the Michael Okpara University of
L Agriculiure has the inevitable consequence of denial of admissions to over two thousand (2000)
R prospective candidates with its deleterious effects on the psyche of the candidates who may, as a
- consequence of idleness, resort to crimes and other anti-social behaviors; v

Resolves (o

{H call on the Fedefal Government to reverse the Presidential directive to scale down and
gradually wind down non-agricultural programs in the three speciatized Universities of

- Agriculture;
i

3

(£i) also call on the Federal Ministries of Fducation and Agriculture and Rural Development 10
immediately halt the implemeniation of the directive pending a comprehensive appraisal of
the rationale behind the directive by stakeholders; : ’ ) :

Vo (i) urge the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) to stop action on the delisting -
‘ _ of non-agricultural courses of Management Sciences at the Michael Okpara University of
e ‘ Agriculture Urudike, Abia State to enable candidates to continue to enroll in those courses
in the forth coming Matriculation examinations pending the resolution of the matter; and

A {iv) mandate-the Committees on Tertiary Education and Services, and Legislative Compliance

' ' to ensure ‘implementation and report back in two (2) weeks for further legislative action
(Hon. Samuel Ifeanyl Onuigbo . Ikwunane/Umuahia North/Umuahia South Federal
Constituency). : ' '

Debate.

Amendment Proposed: . : -

Leave out all the Prayers and insert a new prayer as-follows "mandate the Committee on Tertiary
Education and Services, to investigate the matter and report back within four (4) weeks for further
legislative action” (Hon. Ossai Nicholas Ossai — Ndokwa East/Ndokwa West/Ukwuani Federal
Constituency). A ‘ ' -

Question that the amendment be made — Agreed to. . R

Question on the Motion as amended — Agreed to.

k-

The House:

Aware of the determination of the Federal Government to diversify the nation's economy through
placing greater focus on Agriculture’which ffad previously been neglected during the era of oil boom,
an action that was partly responsible for the current economic malaise and recession, following a
drop in the price of oil; :

* Also aware that it was in recognition of the important role of A griculture in driving economic growth,
improving revenues and job creation that a previous administration established three specialized
Universitics of Agriculture with the mandate to develop and- offer academic and professional
programs leading to the award of diplomas, first degrees, post graduate research and higher degrees
which emphasize planning, adaptive, technical, maintenance, developmentai and productive skiils
in agriculture, agricultural engineering and allied professional disciplines with the aim of producing
socially mature persons with capacity to improve on-those disciplines and develop new ones, and also -
contribute 1o the scientific transformation of Agriculture in Nigeria,
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Further aware that synergy between core and non-core agricultural programs has universal appeal
as several countries across the world have Universities of Agriculture that offer programs in
Agriculture and allied subjects and they include, Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University,
South China University, University of Agriculture Peshawar,7;Pakistan, Kuban State Agrarian
University, Russia, Jomo Kenyatta U niversity of Agriculture and Technology, Kenya, etc.;

Acknowledged that the global'village the world has gﬂven rise to the absolute necessity to focus on
combining both technological and management skills in the Agricultural profession to be grounded
in science, management techniques and social skills that drive today's sustainable agricultural

economy;

Noted the Presidential directive to scale down the non-core agricultural programs being offered by
the Universities of Agriculture and to eventuaily wind down those programs which has now led the
Federal Ministries of Education, and Agriculture and Rural Development to commence the move to
immediately phase out the College of Management Sciences at the Michael Okpara University of

Agriculiure, Umudike, a College whose programmes have received the approval of the National®

Universitics Comunission (NUC), a recognition by the Institute of Charfered Accountants of Nigeria

(ICAN) and a number of other reputable institutions and organizations;

Concerned about the haste to phase out the\CoIlege: following the directive while those of the other
Universitics of Agriculture in the country are still running, a move being undertaken without
subjecting the directive to critical analysis by stakeholders and input by the affected Universities of
Agriculiure; ‘

- Informed that there already exists synergy and a kind of symbiotic relationship between the core

agricultural and non-agricultural courses, which are now mutually reinforcing with each program
complementing the delivery of the academic curriculem of the other such as Management Sciences
in the University and if disrupted by the hastily conceived directive, will distort the efficient running,-
teaching, and learning of the professional core agricultural courses which have become inter-related
with the non-agricultural management sciences programs that have taken firm root at the University:

Also informed that if the implementafion of the directive is not halted, the admission trauma of the
youths, especially those within the catchment area of the Michael Okpara University of Agriculture
will be compounded, given the high number of students seeking admissions in the densely populated
area which is served by only one Federal University; ‘

Believed that the haste with which the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB)-delisted
Management Courses from the ones available on offer by the Michael Okpara University of
Agriculture has the inevitable consequence of denial of admissions to over two thousand (2000)

prospective candidates with its deleterious effects on the psyche of the candidates who may, as a
consequence of idleness, resort to crimes and other anti-social behaviors;

Resolved 10:

Mandate the Committee on Tertiary Education and Services, to investigate the matter and report back
within four (4) weeks for further legislative action (HR. 141/2017). '

Need to Constitute the Nigeria Customs Service Board
Motion made and Question proposed,

The House:

Notes with concern the continued failure by the Minister of Finance to constitute the Board of the

* Nigeria Customs Service; . .
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Aware that the Nigeria Customs Service Board (NCSB) was established under Section 1 {2) of the
Nigeria Customs Service Board Act, Cap. N100, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and placed
under the control of the Federal Ministry of Finance; ‘

Also aware that the powers being exercised by the Customs, Immigration and Prisons Service Board
to appoint, promote and exercise disciplinary control over staff of the Nigeria Customs Service
(NCS) are vested in the Board under Section 4 of the NCSB Act;

Further aware that Section 2 (1) (a) - (j) of the said Act provides for the composition or membership
of the Board while Section 3 (a) and (b) (i) and (if) provides for the functions of the Board as:

{a) "formulating the general policy guidelines for the Nigeria Customs Service;

(b administering the Customs and Excise Management Act, and accordingly, the Board
shail:
(i) subject to the peneral control of the Minister, control and manage the -

administration of the customs and excise laws, and

(i) collect the revenues of customs and excise and account for them in such
manner as the Minister shall, from time to time, direct";

Concerned that the absence of the NCSB is a contravention of the provisions of the Act and is thereby
affecting the effective functioning of the N igeria Customs Service (NCS): -

Also concerned that unless the anomaly in the non-composition of the NCSB is urgently addressed,
the whole esserdce*of the Act would be defeated,;

Resolves to;

(0 urpe the Minister of Finance to urgently constitute the Board of the Nigeria Customs Service;

D forward the Resolution of the House 10 the Senate for concurrence; and

(D) mandate the Committee on Customs and Excise to ensure implementation and report back
in four (4) week for further legislative action (Hon. Kingsley Chinda — Akpor/Obio Federal
Constituency). :

Debate.
Agreed to.
The House:

Noted with concern the continued failure by the Minister of Finance to constitute the Board of the .
Nigeria Customs Service;

Aware that the Nigeria Customs Service Board (NCSB) was established under Section 1 (2) of the
Nigeria Customs Service Board Act, Cap. N100, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and placed
under the control of the Federal Ministry of Finance;

Also aware that the powers being exercised by the Customs, Immigration and Prisons Service Board

Lo appoint, promote and exercise disciplinary control over staff of the Nigeria Customs Service
(NCS) are vested in the Board under Section 4 of the NCSB Act;

Further aware that Section 2 (1) (a) - () of the said Act provides for the composition or niembership
“ of the Board while Section 3 (a) and (b) (7)) and (if) provides for the functions of the Board as:




Mo, 83

Tuesday, 4 April, 2017 1,775

17.

(a) ‘formulating the general policy guidelines for the Nigeria Customs Service;

() administering the Customs and Excise Management Act, and accordingly, the Board
shall: '
() subject to the general control of the Minister, control and manage the

administration of the customs and excise laws, and

(i) collect the revenues of customs and excise and account for them in such
manner as the Minister shall, from time to time, direct";

Concerned that the absence of the NCSR is a contravention of the provisions of the Act and is thereby
affecting the effective functioning of the Nigeria Customs Service (NCS);

Also concerned that unless the anomaly in the nen-composition of the NCSB is urgently addressed,
the whole essence of the Act would he deleated:

Resolved 1o

(£) urge the Minister of Finance to urgently constitute the Board of the Nigeria Customs Service;
)] forward the Resolution of the House to the Senate for concurrence; and
{iii) mandate the Committee on Customs and Excise to ensure implementation and report back

in four (4) week for further legislative action (HR. 142/2017),

Call to Investigate the Current Situation of the Presidential Task Force on Pension Reforms
Motion made and Question proposed, '

The House;

Aware thal the Presidential Task Force on Pensions Reform was created in June 2010 with the main
objective of tracking and recovering pensions of all public service retirees;

Concerned that instead of the Task Force discharging its mandate, it became embroiled in widespread
allegations of looting of pension funds and has been unable to account for more than N200 Billion
as a result of which the Task Force was dissolved in February 2013;

Also aware that the Task Force took charge of the Police and the Head of Service Pension Funds and
that more than 180 Billion was alleged to have been recovered from various banks and also that
more than 75,000 ghost pensioners were paid while genuine pensioneys were left unattended to;

Also concerned that sinee'the dissolution of the Task Force, the public has not been informed of what
became ol the billions of Naira recovered by the Task Force:

Resolves 1o

Set up an Ad-hoc Committee to investigate the activities of the Presidential Task Force from 2010
to the time of its dissolution and those of any successor Agency and report back in two (2) weeks for
further legislative action (Hon. Ali Isa J. C. — Balanga/Biliri Federal Constituency).

Debate.
Amendments Proposed:

(N [n the Prayer, line 2, leave out the word "two (2)" and insert the word "six (6)" (Hon.
Abdulrahman Shuaibu — Mubi North/Mubi South/Maiha Federal Constituency).
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~that more than 180 Billion was alleged 'tp have been recovered from various banks and also that
" more than 75,000 ghost pensiohers:were paid while genuine pensioners were left unattended to;

18.

The. Hou's_c:"" '

~ Question that the amendment be made — Negatived.

. .objective of tracking and recovering pensions of-all public service retirees;

"aliegations of looting of pension funds and has been unablé to account for more than 200 Billion

'Alsa.cb-hc"émé@ that since thq-?diésql&ut'io'n of the Task Forcé;, the public_ has not been informed of what : ;

further legislagive action (FIR. 143/2017). o

" of Safety Measures During the Examinations by Joint ’Admissions and Matriculation Board
(JAMB) -} SREIDPC - " -
. Motion mdde.and Question: proposed,

Question that the amendment be made — Agreed to.

(if) In the Praye%, leave out the words "Set up an Ad-hoc- Commitiee” and insert the words
' "Mandate the Corimittee on Pensions" (Hon. Abdulsamad Dasuki — Kebbe/Tambuwal
Federal Constituency). '

- Question on the Motion as amended — Agreed tg.

b

The House:

Aware that the Presidential Task Force on Pensions Reform was created in Ju‘pe 2010 with the main t

Concerned that instead of the Task Force discharging its mandate, it became embroiled in widespread

as a result of which the Task Force was dissolved in February 2013;

Also aware that the Task Force took charge of the Police and the Head of Service Pension Funds and

became of the billions of Naira recovered by the Task Force;

Resolved 10; . E . o _ : a

< P

Set ;.lp an Ad-hoc Comniittee to inye‘St';gf:a'tq the ':a'ctivitjes of the Presidential Task Force from 2010
to the time of its dissolution and those of any, succedsor Agency and report back in six (6) weeks for

Need toTxtend Unified Té'rtiary Matriculation Ethiﬁﬁtions (UTME) Régistration and Exercise

o T e

.’.! .
w

e
S

-

" Notes that the Ioins Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) was established in 1978 to conduct

i Also __ no@S‘ 't:hat:. JAMB : ca’fries ~out this _ ré
. Matri_(:ulation Examiqa_tign' (UTME)_conducted as Computer Based Test (CBT) at various cenfers;

o 'Aw_c_zrejthagf5()"'1'='7':1:_§:"g'is‘frta.ﬁti:0r_i for the UTME is ongoing and JAMB has given one month deadline for
_ th_e'_compl_e.ti_on of the registratiqn by the huge number of prospective candidates across the country;

- ofanemergency;

Fur‘:‘-h’éh_.fmtes 'tﬁ_ét‘_in' the 2016 UTME exercise, .ab‘dut' 1.6.million .'a.lppii'cants regi’stéred out of which
o dbout 1million pafsed while the-2017 exercise-might reach 2 miillion across the country given the
-« growing number of applicants; -~ : S . '

.' Also aware -that-spme -pféth’e ap_proved centers are registering 250 applicants at a time and most of
- them are:not-spagious, do not have adequate numiber of computers, some of which have naked wires

‘entrance examimations for admission of ptospective candidates into tertiary institutions in Nigeria;

L3 -

,qunét,ion th_-ro.ﬁgh the” administration of Unified Tertiary

a - %

exposed and are hdphazardly arfanged on ordinary planks, thus lacking in safety requirement in case
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Resolves 1y

(i mundate the Committee on Tertiary Education and Services to liaise with JAMB to extend
~the one month deadline by at least another month, for the registration of candidates for the
UTME in order to create more space for prospective applicants;

(if) urge JAMB 1o deploy safety equipment at each centre to forestal] any incidence of stampede
due to overcrowding; and

(i) also urge JAMB to specify the requirements, including safety measures which qualify any
centre 1o participate in the conduct of UTME Computer Based Test (Hon. Danburam
Moutbakar Nuhie — Kano Municipal Federal Constituency).

Debare.

Amendments Proposed: 7
{7 [ Prayer (i), immediately after the words "Committee on", leave out the word “Tertiary"
and fnsert the words "Basic" (Hon. Yakubu Kumar Barde — Federal Constituency).

Question ithar the amendment be made — Agreed to,

LD invert a new Prayer (iv) as follows:
“also mandate the Commitiee on Basic Education and Services as a matter of urgency, to
invite the Registrar of JAMB, to appear before it within 48 hours (o address these concerns”
(Ifon. Abiante Awaji Inombel: Dagomie — Andoni-Opobo/Nioro Federal Constituency),

Question that ithe amendinent be made — Agreed (o,

{{f0) fasert a new Prayer (v} as follows: : S
“further mandate the Committees on Basic Education and Services, and Legislative
Compliance to ensure compliance and report back within one week for tfurther legislative
action™ (Hon.  Abiante. Awagji Inombek Dagomie — Andoni-Opobo/Nkoro Federal
Constiruency). ' '

Question that the amendment. be made — Agreed to.
Question on the Motion as amended — Agreed-to.
The House:

Noted that the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) was established in 1978 to conduct
eritrance cxaminations for admission of prospective candidates into tertiary institutions in Nigeria;

Alse noted that JAMRB carries out this function through the administration of Unified Tertiary
Matriculuion Examination (UTME) conducted as Cornputer Based Test (CBTY at various centers;

Further noted that in the 2016 UTME exercise, about 1.6 million applicants registered out of which
about Imillion passed while the 2017 exercise Imight reach 2 million across the tountry given the
growing number of applicants;

Aware thal 2017 registration for the UTME is ongoing and JAMB has given one month deadline for
the completion of the registration by the huge number of prospective candidates across the country;

Also aware that some of the approved centers are registering 250 applicants-at a time and most of
them are not spacious, do not have adequate number of computers, some of which have naked wires
exposed und are haphazardly arranged on ordinary planks, thus lacking in safety requirement in case
of an emergency; -




Tuesday, 4 April, 2017 No. 83

1,778
Resolved io:
() andate the Committee on Basic Education and Services to laise with JAMB to extend the
ome month deadline by at least another month, for the registration of candidates for the.
{ITME in order to create more space for prospective applicants;

(i aroe JAMB to deploy safety equipment at cach centre to forestall any incidence of stampede
Jue to overcrowding: '

(7ii) also urge JAMB 10 specify the requirements, including safety measures which qualify any
centre 1o participate in the conduct of UTME Computer Based Test;

(i) also mandate the Commitice on Basic Education and Services as a matter of urgency, to
invite the Registrar of JAMB, to appear before it within 48 hours to address these concerns,
and

(v) further mandate the Committces on Basic Lducation and Services, and Legislative
Comptiance to casure compliance and report back within one week for further legislative
action (HR, 144/2017).

19, Need for the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to use its Credit Guidelines to Ensure that

Commercial and Merchant Banks Allocate and Administer a Minimum Stipulated {Start -Up)
Credit tor Small and Medium Scale Enterprises
Motion mude and Question proposed,

The House:

Aware ol o survey carried out by the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria
(SMEDARN) in collaboration with the National Burcau of Statistics that there is an increase in the
number of Small and Medium Scale Enterprises from 17.2 million in 2010 to 37 million in 2013,
which employ over 50 million Nigerians and make a contribution of about 50 percent to the Nation's
Gross Domestic Product;

Also aware that financing and provision of credit facilities to Small and Medium Scale Euterprises
(SMEs) in Nigeria has traditionally been that of banks (both deposit money banks and micro finance
banks) as part of financial intermediation between sufplus and deficit economic umnits;

Further aware that before the financial liberation policies of the Structural Adjustment Programme
(SAP) era, the CBN, through its credit guidelines required that commercial and merchant banks
should allocate a minimum stipulated credit to sectors classified as preferred, including the SMEs;

Notes that consequently, in the 1979/80 fiscal year, the CBN directed that at least 10 percent of the
loans advanced to indigenous borrowers be allocated to SMEs; a percentage which was subsequently
raised to 16 and 20 pereent of total loans and advances by April 1980 and 1990, respectively;

Concerned that due to the cumbersome nature of administering such loans, banks preferred to pay
stipulated penalties rather than channel credit to the SMEs;

Commends the efforts of the CBN in setting aside a 7220bn SME Fund to be disbursed through
commerial banks as well as the decision of the Bank of Industry, in conjunction with ten (10) Banks
to provide loaus to Small and Medium Enterprises (SMIs) at low interest rate,

Also concerned that even though some of these efforts are gradually being actualized, the growing

number of small and medium scale entrepreneurs, particularly those who desire start-up. funds has
continued to heighten the challenges of SMEs financing in the country at the expense of employment
and economic/national development; : '
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Desirony increase SMig financing in the country, particularly via deposit banks jn order to achieve
the Chornous benefits of thig kind of businesg in the couniry;

Resolvey ;-

(é) mandate the Commitee on Banking an Currency to liajse with the Centraj Bank of Nigeria
(UBN) 10 ensure that the Bank's credit guidelines guarantee thar a stipulated petcentage of
e credit or lpan portfolios of commercial and merchant banks age set aside for financing
SMEs particularly, proven start - up initiatives, while also putting in blace stringent penalties
thit would cnhance striet compliance; and

(i) also mandate he Committee 1o CNSUIe strict enforcemeny of SMEs funding initiatives of
sovernment financial instilutic)n& particularly the on- £oing projects of the CBN and the
Bank of Industry, and report back In six (6) weeks for further legislative action (Hon.
Meitbakar Anmtda-Kannihe G. — Horip Last/llorin Soun Federal Com‘rz'zuéi'zc"y).

Debete.
Agreed (o,
The House:

Aware of 4 Survey carried oyt by the Small ang Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria
(SMED/\N) in collaboration with the Nationa Bureay of Statistics that there is an increase in the
number of Smal) and Medium Scale Enterprises from 17.2 miilion in 2010 to 37 million in 2013,
which employ over 50 million Nigeriang and make a contrihy, tion of ahoyt 50 bercent to the Nation ‘s
Gross Domestic Product: '

Also aware thay financing and provision of credi; facilities to Smaj and Medium Scale Enterprises
(SMEs) in N igeria has traditionally been thyr of bauks (both deposit money banks and micrg finance
banks) as hart of financial inlermediati(m between surplus and deficit cconomic units;

Further awvare hat before the financial liberation policies of the Structural Adjustment Programme
(SAP) era. the CRBN, through its credit guidelineg required thar commercial and merchant banks
should allocate 4 minimum stipulated credit 1o Seclors classified as preferred, including the SMEs;

Noted thay consequently, in the 1979/8() fiscal yeér, the CBN direcred that at least 10 percent of the
loans advanced to indigenoug borrowers he allocated to SMEs: a percentage which wag subsequently
raised 10 16 and 20 pereent of total loans and advances hy April 1980 arng 1990, respectively;

Concerned that due to the cumbersome nature of administering such loans, banks preferred to pay
stipulated penalgies rather than chaprie] credit to the SMEs;

- Commended the efforts of the CBN in setting aside a N220bn SME Fund to be disbursed through
commercial banks as we] as the decision of the Bank of Industry, in conjunction with ten (10) Banks
Lo provide joans to Small and Medium Enterprises (SMES) at low interest rate;

Also conicerned thar even though some of these efforts are gradually being actualized, the growing
number of small and medivm scale entreprencurs, particularly those who desire Start-up funds hag
continued 1o heighten the challenges of SMEs financing in the country at the expense of employment
and ceonomic/national development: -

Desirous 1o increage SMEs financing in the country, barticularly via deposit banks in order to achieve

the enormons benefits of this kind of business in the country:;
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Resolved 10

() mandate the Committee on Banking and Currency o liaise with the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) to cnsure that the Bank's credit guidelines guarantee that a stipulated percentage of
the credit or loan portfolios of commercial and merchant banks are sct aside for financing
SM s particularly, proven start - up ‘nitiatives, while also putting in place stringent penalties
that would enhance strict compliance; and

{in also mandate the Committee to cnsure strict enforcement of SMEs funding initiatives of

' povernment financial institutions, particularly the on- going projects of the CBN and the

Bank of Industry, and report back in six (6) weeks for further Jegislative action (HR.
145/2017). ' - o

Need for o National Evaluation Policy
Mortion mude and Question proposed;

The House:

Nores (hat the United Nations {UN) General Assembly recently passed a Declaration numbered
A/RES/66/237 and entitled ‘Lyaluation Capacity Bullding for the Achievement of Development
Results at Country Leve!', which highlights the need for developing and strenglhening evaluation
policies in Countries for good governance and effective development;

Also noies that stakeholders, including the United Nations Evaluation Group (UNEG) through the
Jargest consultation process ever documented by the United Nations in September 2015, crafted a
document titled "Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” which

“is focused on country-led evaluation in line with identified priorities for Sustainable Development

Goals (SDQG) targets that are most relevant to national and local context;

Aware that the document cmphasizcd the need for countries to strengthen heir data collection,
analysis and review processes; -

Also aware that the review of the SDGs will be rigorous and based on evidence, in order (o achieve
equity and sustainable deveélopment;

Concerned that in a study by Lval Partners, a globa! body that evaluates national policies, only 20

countries have established National Evaluation Policies and Nigeria is not one of them;
Resolves 1o

()  urgethe Federal Government Lhrough the Ministry of B'udgct and National Plannirig to begin
the process of putting in place a National Lvaluation Policy in consultation with all relevant
stukeholders for the attainment of an equity focused sustainable development; and

(i) mundate the Committee on Sustainable Development Goals to work out modalitics towards
the attainment of sustainable development in Nigeria and report back within six (6) weeks
Tor further legislative action (Hon. Ahmed Yerima — Misau/Dambam Federal Constituency).

Debate.

g,

Agreed to.
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The House:

Noted that the United Nati"oﬁs (UN) General Assembly recently passed a Declaration numbered
A/RES/69/237 and entitled 'Evaluation Capacity Building for the Achievement of DeVelopment

Results at Country Level', which highlights the reed for developing and strengthening evaluation

policies in Countries for good governance and effective 'develqdpment;

Also nored that stakeholders, including the United Nations Evaluation Group (UNEG) through the

largest consultation process ever documented by the United Nations in September 2015, crafted a -
document titled "Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development" which.
is focused on country-led evalvation in line with identified priorities for Sustainable Development-

 Goals (SDG) targets that are most relevant to national and local context;

21,

Aware that the document emphasized the need for countries to strengthen their data collection,
analysis and review pracesses: : 4 :

_ ALS‘OJT(IW(’IJ"C’ that the review of the SDGs will be rigorous and base_d on evidénce-; in order to achieve

equity and sustainable development; -

Concerned that m a study by Eval Partners, a global_body that evaluates national policies, only 20
countries have established National Evaluation Policies and Nigeria is not one of them;

Resolved 1o

(i’j urge the Federal Government through the Ministry of Budget and National Planning to begin
the process of putting in place a National Evaluation Policy ir consultation with al] relevant
stakeholders for the attainment of an equity focused sustainable development; and

(if) in_andate the Commitiee on Sustainable Development Goals to work out modalities towards

the aftainment of sustainable development in Nigeria and report back within six (6) weeks
~for further feg.islative action (HR. 146/2017).

N _ 9 . .

Consideration of Report

Committee on Pensions:

Motion made and Question proposed, “That the House do consider the Report of the Committee on

Pensions-on a Bill for an Act to Establish the National Intelligence Agency Pensions Board to Handle

o Pension Matters for Personnel of the Ageney. and for Other Connected Purposes (HB. 842) and

approve the recommendations therein: (Hon. Halvsan_Adamu Shekaraw — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa

Federal Constituency). _ o

Question agreed to,

. Question that the House do resbive into the Committee of the Whole to consider the Report — Agreed

o. | .
| (I?[-QU'SE IN COMMITTEE)
: (Mr-Depit.zy Speaker in the Chair)-
A BIL FDR.AN Ac,T TO ESTABLISH THE NATIéNAL INTELLI?GEN_CE.AGENCY

PENSIONS BOARD TG HANDLE PENSION{MATTERS FOR PERSONNEL OF THE
AGENCY AND FOR OTHER CONNECTED PURPOSES (HB. 842)

- PART I — GENERAL
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Commitice Recommendation:

Clause 1: . Establishment of a Pensions Board for personnel of the National Intelligence
Agency.

() There ig established a Pensions Board (in this Bill referred to as "the
Board") which is charged with the responsibility for payment of pensions
and gratuities to all personnel of the Agency.

Application of the Bill to personnel who retired.before the commencement of

this Bill. ‘ .

(2) This Bill shall apply to all personnel of the Agency including those who had
retired before the commencement of this Bill.

(3) The retirement benefits of personnel referred to in subsection (2) above shall

be adjusted to be commensurate with the provisions of this Bill (Hon.
Hassan Adamu Shekaraw — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that Clause 1 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Commitice Recommendation:
Clause 2: Computation of peusion or gratuity. :
(1) Subject to the provisions of this Bill, any pension or gratuity payable to any
personne! under this Bill shall be compuled in accordance with the
provisions of the Agency Regulations.

i

(2) In computing pensionable service and qualifying service for the purpose of
this Bill, any period of service over six months and not included in a
completed year shall, for the purpose of the schedule to this Bill as it rclates
to personne} entitled to a pension, count as one year (Hon. Hassan Adamu
Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question thar Clause 2 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Committee Recommendation:

Clause 3: Pension, €tc, to be charged on revenue of Nigeria.
There shall be charged on and paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the
Federation, all such sums of money as may, from time to time, be granted by the
Federal Government by way of pension and gratuity in accordance with this Bill
(Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency). '

Question that Clause 3 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Committee Recommendation:

Clause 4: Circumstances in which Pension may be granted.
(1) No pension or gratuity shalf be granted under this Bill to any personnel
except on his retirement from the Agency in any of the following
¢ircuinstances -
(a) after serving for thirty-five (35) years or attained the age of sixty

(60) years, whichever is earlier;
(b on voluntary retirement after serving for not less than ten years;

(¢) on compulsory retirement under the provisions of section 5 (1) of
' this Bill;
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(d) on - compulsory retirement for the purpose  of facilitating
iImprovements in the Agency, so that greater efficiency or economy
may be effected; '

(e) al any time on medical evidence to the satisfaction of the Medical
Board that he is incapable by reason of any infirmity of mind or
body of discharging his duties and that such infirmity is likely to be
permanent;

§)) on voluntary withdrawal after having put in not less than five j}ears
but less than ten years continuous service as a personnel: provided
that ~— - "

(i) in respect of baragraphs (c) to (e) above, if the personnel
has served for less than five years but less than fen years
before his retirement, he shall be entitled ouly to a gratuity
as specified in the appropriate column of the Table in the
Agency Regulations;.

(i) if the personne] has served for a minimum of three years but
less than five years before he is requited to retire, he shall
be entitled 1o an ex-gratia gratuity calculated op pro-rata
basis at the rate of ten percent for every completed year of

" service,
(2) Where a personne] retires pursuant to subsection () (i) above —
(a) if he has completed five years but not up to ten years in service, he

shall be entitled only to a gratyity;

(b) i he has served for not Jess than ten years, he shall be entitled to a
pension;
(c) if he is required to retire after ten years qualifying service pursuant

to the provisions of paragraphs (c) - (e) of subsection (1) above, he
shall be entitled to pensions immediately on retirement even though
he has not attained the age of forty five years (Hon. Hassan Adamuy
Shekaray — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Eonstituency).

Question thar Clause 4 Sménci part of the Bill — Agreed to,

H

Committee Recommendation: »
Clause 5: Compulsory retirement and retirement on compassionate grounds.
(D It shall be lawful for the Board o require a personnel to retire from the

Agency at any time after he has attained the age of forty five years subject
to three months notice in writing of such requirement being given to the
persocnnel. '

(2) A personnel Mmay, on compassionate grounds, be allowed to resign,
withdraw or retire from service, as the case may be, in accordance with the
Agency Regulations (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau - Birnin/Gwari/Giwa
Federal Constituency).

2 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Fe

o W
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Commiltee Recommendation: ,
Clause 6: Minimum and maximum pension. ‘ -
(1) A pension granted to a personnel or other rank undet this Bill shall not be
A less than forty percent of his total emolument. '
(2) For the purpose of this section, -an additional pension granted in respect of
. injury shall not be taken into account; but where the personnel is granted

.

siich an additional pension under this Bill, the amount s0 granted together

with the remainder of his pension under this Bill shall not exceed one

hundred percent of his highest pensionable emolument at any time in the
- course of his service (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa
Federal Constituency). :

Question that Clause 6 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Comntitiee Reconunendation: .

Clause 7:

Pension and gratuity to be paid to dependant, etc. where a pensioner dies in

service. _ ‘ . i

(1 Where a personnel dies in the course of official duty, there shall be paid to
his next of kin a gratuity to which the personnel would have been entitled at
ihe date of his death. ' ‘ ‘ :

() Where a personnel dies before compieting the minimum period of quaiifying

service, his next of kin shall be paid a death gratuity of one year's salary

only.
(3) Any pension payable under subsection (1) above shall be paid to any person
_entitled thereto for a period expiring at the end of five years after the death
@ of the personnel, however, a lump sum representing five years pensions may

bé paid immediately to the person entitled to it (Hon. Hassan Adamu
Shekarau — Birnin/Gwart/Giwa Federal ,Cons'ti'g,‘uency).

Quesrion that Clause 7 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Commifiee Recommendation:

Clause 8:

Pension to run for five years after death within five years of retirement.
Where a personnel dies within five years after retirement, his mext of Kin shall
continue to be paid, for a period which shall expire at the end of five years from the
date of his retirement, the same pension which the deceased personnel was receiving
prior of his death. But if the next of kin ot designated survivor so elects, the balance
of his pension at his death may be paid immediately to the said next of kin ot
designated survivor (Hom. Hassan Adamu Shekaran — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal
Consiituency). '

© Qyestion that Clause 8 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Conunitice Recommendation:

Clause 9:

Notice of intention to retire ‘or withdraw from service.

(D A personnel who wishes to retire from the Agency after serving for ten
years oOr more shall give three (3) months' notice or pay the Agency the
equivalent of three (3) months' salary in lieu of notice, :

(2) A personnel who wishes to withdraw from the Agency after.serving for not

fess than five years but up. to ten years shall give the L tor-General one

month's notice of his intention to withdraw. fro \gEncy or he shall pay

one month's salary in lieu of such notice (Ho dissan-Adamu Shekarau —
Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency). ; '
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Question thar Clause 9 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.
PART II — MISCELLANEOUS

Commitice Recommendation:

Clause [0: Pension and gratuity not to be assignable. :
A pension or gratuity granted under this Bill shall not be assignable or transferable
or liabie to be attached, sequestrated or levied upon for or in respect of any debt or
claim whatsoever except for the purpose of satisfying — :

(a) a debt due to the Federal Govertiment; or

) an order of a Court for the payment of periodical sums of money towards
the maintenance of the wife or former wife or minor child of the personmnel
to whom the pension or gratuity has been granted (Hon. Hassan Adamu
Shekaraw — Birnin/Gwari/Giwg Federal Constituency).

Question thar Clause 10 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Committee Recommendation:
Clause 11: Payment.of public claims out of pension and gratuity,
: Where thé Board is satisfied that — . ‘

{a) a sum is due to the Federal Governinent from a pérson to whom a pension
or gratuity is due under this Bill; '

(&) an overpayment on account of any such pension or gratuity has been made
Lo any such person by the Federal Government, the Board may guthorize the

o+ deduction from the. pension or gratuity, in respect of that sum or
overpayment of such amounts at such times as it may think fit; and the

s amounts so deducted shal] be applied in or towards paying or repaying that
sum or overpayment (Hon., Hassan Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa

o

Federal Constituency). =
Cuestion that Clause 11 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to. _

Committee Recommendation: 4 _ .
Clause 12; Delegation of power, ‘
(1) The Board may, by order published in the Gazette, delegate to another
o person or authority all or any of its powers under this Bill,

(2) But the délegation of ai'power under the above subsection shall not prevent
the Board from continuing to exercise the power if it thinks fit (Hon. Hassan
Adamu Shekarauy — Bimin/Gwari/Gz’wc_z Federal Constituency).

. Question that Clause 17 stqud part of the Bill — Agreed to.
Committee Recommendation:
Clavse 13:  "Regulations. .. _ S _
V (1 _ The Management of the Agency may make provisions for the structure,
. personnel, etc of the Board which in turn'may make provisions for carrying
into effect the provisions of this Bill.

=
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(2) Whenever the Board is satisfied that it is equitable that any regulation made
under this section should have retrospective effect in order to confer a
benefit upon or remove a disabilily attached to any person, that regulation
may be given retrospective effect for that purpose (Hon. Hassan Adamu
Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that Clause 13 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Committer Recommendation:

Clause 14:

Interpretations.
In this Bill, unless the context otherwise requires —

"pasic pay" means the daily rate of pay due and payable to a persormel, but does not
include allowances (Hon. Hassan Adamit Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal
Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “basic pay " be as defined in the
interpretarion to this Bill — Agreed to.

"Director-General " means the Director-General of the National Intelligence Agency
(NIA) (Hon. Hassan Adami Shekarau — Birnin/Gwart/Giwa F ederal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “Director-General” be as defined in the
interpretation 1o this Bill — Agreed to.

"Federal Government' means the Federal Government of Nigeria (Hon. Hassan
Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwart/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “Federal Government” be as defined in the
interpretation to this Bill — Agreed to.

"Gazetle" means the official gazette of the Agency (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau
— Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency). '

Question that the meaning of the word “Gazette” be as defined in the interpretation
to this Bill — Agreed to.

"last pay" in relation to a personnel whose appointment has been terminated, means
the amount payable to him for a month (or if he was on a daily rate of pay, for thirty
one days) multiplied by twelve in respect of the last substantive rank held by him
immediately before the end of his employment (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau —
Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “last pay " be as defined in the interpretation
to this Bill — Agreed fo.

"lodging" means the provision of furnished accommodation, fuel and light and
personal service (Homn. Hassan Adamu Shekaraw — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal
Constituency). :

Question that the meaning of the word “lodging” be as defined in the interpretation
1o this Bill — Agreed to. '

"medical board" means any medical board appointed by the Management of the
Agency or by any other person pursuant to a delegation under section 12 of this Bill,
to assess the degree of disablement of personnel (Hon, Hassan Adamu Shekarau —
Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).
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Question that the meaning of the words “medical board” be as defined in the

interpretation to this Bill — Agreed to.

“next of kin” means any person documented by the
entitlements of the staff in the event of death on b

staff who can legitimately claim
ehalf of the benefic_iaries (Hon.

Hassan Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “next
interpretation to this Bill — Agreed fo.

“officer” means a personnel on the rank of Intellig

of kin” be as defined in the

ence Officer (SIO ) and above

(Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the word “officer” be as defined in the interpretation

to this Bill — Agreed to.

'pensionable emoluments” in respect of a personne!

. means the salary attached to the

last substantive rank held by the personnel but does not include any allowance
whatsoever (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekaray — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal

Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “pensionable emoluments” be as defined in

the interpretation 10 this Bill — Agreed to.

"pensionable service" means service in the Nationa
service or employment under the Government of th
other employment approved by the Agency and W,

I Intelligence Agency (including
¢ Federation or of a State or any
hich has been transferred to the

Agency) which may be taken into account in determining whether an officer is

cligible by length of service, for a pension or

gratuity (Hon. Hassan Adamu

Shekaraw — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “pensionable service” be as defined in the

Interpretation to this Bill — Agreed lo.

‘personnel” means officers and staff in the employment of the Agency (Hon. Hassan
Adamu Shekaraw — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the word “personnel” be as defined in the interpretation

10 this Bill — Agreed to.

"qualifying service” means service in the National

Intelligence Agency (including

service or employment in the public service or any other employment which may be
approved by the National Inielhigence Agency) which may be taken into account in
determining whether an officer ig eligible by length of service for a pension or
gratity (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekaray — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa  Federal

Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “qualifying service” be as defined in the

interpretation to this Bill — Agreed to,

"retirement” means cessation of service after an officer has served for a period of
not less than five years. or thereafter for a period of not less than ten years, being

periods respectively appointed as qualifying ar offic

er for gratuity and pension (Hon.

Hassan Adamy Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question thar the meaning of the word “retirement” be as defined in the

interpretation to this Bill — Agreed fo.
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"staff" means a-personnel below the rank of Inteliigence Officer I (IO II) in the
Agency - (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal
Constituency). '

Question that the meaning of the word “staff” be as defined in the interpretation (o
this Bill — Agreed lo.

"rerminafion” in relation to a personnel's employiment, means termination of full pay

~service by retirement, discharge or otherwise however (Hon. Hassan Adamu

Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the word “termination” be as defined in the
~Interpretation (o this Bill — Agreed to.

"the Board " means the body charged by the Management of the Agency with the
responsibility for the administration of the pensions and gratuities of the personnel
of the Agency (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal
Constituency). C o

Question that the meaning of the words “the Board” be as ‘defined in the
interpretation to this Bill — Agreed to. :

"the Agency" means the National Ihtélligence Agency (NIA) (Hon. Hassan Adamu
Shekaraw — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal, Constituency). :

Question- that- the. meaning of the words “the Agency” be as defined in the a
interpretation to this Bill — Agreed to. ‘

“the Agency Regulation” means the NIA Regulation of 1999, including amendiments, -
pursuant to Instruments No. NIA 1 of 23rd May, 1999 (Hon. Hassan Adamu
Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question that the meaning of the words “the-Agency Regulation™ be-us defined in the
interpretation to this Bill — Agreed to.

Quesz‘im—z that Clause 14 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

& Commiitiee Recommendation:

Clause 15:

G

Citation. ‘ S ' _
“This Biil may be cited as the National Intelligence Agency Pensions Bill, 2017 (Hon.
Hassan Adamu Shekarau — Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency).

Question thar'-(]lau_.s‘e 15 stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

SCHEDULE

_ Section 2(

COMPUTATION OF PENSION AND GRATUITIES TO PERSONNEL TO

WHOM AND WHAT RATES P_ENSION MAY BE GRANTED

1. Subject to the provisions of this Bill, a personnel shall be granted, on retirement, a pension

'{a}

®)

if he has been in the service for tent years or more; or

“if he has completed ten years’ qualifying service; or,
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(¢} if he has completed five years qualifying service if this retirement is on the ground
that he is incapable by reason of any infirmity of mind or body of discharging his
duties and such infirmity is likely to be permanent.

General Rules as to Qualifying Service

2 {13 Subject to the provisions of this Bill, qualifying service shall be inclusive of the
period between the date on which a personne! was enlisted into the Agency and the

date of his leaving such Agency without deduction of any period during which he
had been absent on leave. ' ' '

(2) Ne period whick is not qualifying service by virtue of the foregoing paragraphs shall
be taken into account as pensionable service. :

- Continuity of Service

3. (- Except as otherwise provided in this Schedule, only continuous service shall be taken
into account as qualifying service or as pensionable service,

(2) A personnel who retires from the Agency and who is re-engaged in the Agency
within a period of five years from the date of his retirement, may be granted the
pension or gratuity for which he would have been cligible if any break in his service
immediately prior to such re-engagement had not occurred, such pension or gratuity
fo be in liew of any pension or gratuity granted to him from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund of the Federation or of a State or any other approved employment
which is required 1o be refunded as a condition of the application to the personnel.

However, in calculéting a pension or gratuity, granted in accordance with the
provisions of this paragraph, account shall not be taken for any purpose of the period
during which the officer was not in the Agency.

4. Pormula for caleulation of pension and gratuity based on the percentage of last pay shall be
in accordance with the Table in the Agency Regulations (Hon. Hassan Adamu Shekarau —
Birnin/Gwari/Giwa Federal Constituency). ‘

Question that the provisions of the Schedule stand part of the Bill — Agreed to.

Long Title: .

A Bill for an Act to Establish the National Intelligence Agency Pensions Board to Handle Pension
Matters for Personnel of the Agency and for Other Connected Purposes (Hon. Hassan Adamuy
Shekaraw — Birnin/Gwari/Giva Federal Constituency),

Agreed to.
Chairman 1o report Bill,
(HOUSE IN PLENARY)
Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair, reported that the House in Committee of the Whole considere('i the
Report of the Committee on Pensions on a Bill for an Act to Establish the National Inielligence

Agency Pensions Board to Handle Pension Matters for Personnel of the Agency and for Other

Connected Purposes (HB. 842) and approved Clauses 1 - 15, the Schedule, and the Long Title of
the Bill, . :

Question that the House do adopt the Report of the Commiﬂ@ of the Whole — Agreed to.
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Adjournment _ :
That the House do adjourn till Wednesday, S April, 2017 at 11.00 a.m. (Hon. Femi Gbajabiamila

— House Leader).

-

The House adjourned accordingly ar 3.03 p.m.

Yakubu Dogara ;
Speaker

Imported Medicines”, leave out all the o

CORRIGENDUM

In the Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 23 March, 2017, page 1,709, itemn 23, immediately after
the title of the motion “Call on the Federal Government to Drop the 20% Tariff Imposed on
ther words, and insert as follows instead thereof:

- Order read; deferred by leave of the House” .




