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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
Thursday, 12 April, 2018

1. The House met at 11.18 a.rn. Mr Speaker read the Prayers,

2. Votes and Proceedings
Mr Speaker announced that he had examined and approved the Votes and Proceedings of Wednesday,
11 April, 2018,

771(' Votes and Proceedings W{{s adopted bv unanimous consent,

3. Announcement
(a) Visitors ill the Gallery:

Mr Speaker recognised the presence of the following:
(i) Councilors .IhJ11l the Burutu Legislative Arm of Government, Burutu Local

Government Area. Delta State; and

(ii) Councilors from Ikorodu Local Government Area, Lagos State.

(b) Conference Committees:
Mr Speaker announced the membership of the following Conference Committees:
(l) National Transport Commission (Establishment, etc.) 'Bill, 201,8 (1m. 31):

1. lion. Musa Sarkin Adar Chairman
2. Hon. Gyang Istifanus Dung Member
3. Hon. Shehu Aliyu Musa Member
4. Bon. Oghene E. Ogoh Member
5. Bon. Ferdinand Dozie Nwankwo Member
6. Bon. Ekpoattai Ime O. Member

(it) Witness Protection Programme Bill. 2018 (HB. 132):
1. Bon. Pwajok Edward Gyang
2. Bon. Nkem-Abonta Uzoma
3. Hon. Sidi Yakubu
4. Hon. Nasir Ali Ahmed
5. Hon. Kayode Oladele
6. Hon. Ogun Sergius Oseasochie

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
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(iiI) Nigeria Football Federation Bill, 2018 (liB. 587):
I. lion. Danburam Abubakar Nuhu
2. lion. Omidiran Ayo J1ulayat
3. lion. Lawali Anka Hassan
4. lion. Abiante Awagi-Inombek
5. Hon. Sulciman Yahaya Kwande
fl. lion. Agbo Dennis Nnamdi

Cliai rnutn
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

(iv) Federal Roads Bill, 2018 (liB. 1075):
I.
2.
3.
4.
5
fl.

lion. Toby Okeckukwu
lion. Ezekiel Adaji Awalu
Hon. Jarigbe Agnn: .larigbe
Hon Igariwey Iduma l.nwo
lion Muhammad Sani Abdu
lion. Olowookere Ajisafe

C/W irn ut /I

Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

4. Petitions
(i) A petition from Ok on Archibong Isemin and 22 others, on alleged diversion of the Skill

Acquisition and Empowerment Programme for the displaced women and youth returnees of
Bakassi Local Government Area, Cross River State from the location as provided in the 2017
Budget, by the Minister of Niger Delta Development Affairs, was presented and laid by Hon.
Ekpnyong Essien Ayi tBakassi/Calabar South Federal Constituencyi; and

(ii) A petition from Ex-CPL Bakah Nathaniel, on his dismissal from service of the Nigeria Police,
was presented and laid by tlon. Mark Tersccr Gbillah (Gwer East/Gwer West Federal
Constituencvs .

Petitions referred 10 the Committee Oil Public Petitions.

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance (Standing Order Eight, Rule 4)
(i) Bank Robbery ill Offa, Kwara State Oil Thursday, 5 April, 2018:

Hon. Olayonu Tope Danlad (Ijelodun/Ojfa/Oyun Federal Constituencv and 3 others)
introduced the matter and prayed the Iiouse to:

(a) consider and approve the matter as one of urgent public importance; and

(b) suspend Order Eight, Rule 4 (3) to allow debate on the matter forthwith.

Question that the mauer be considered (IS one ofurgent public importance - Agreed to.

Question that the House do suspend Order Eight, Rule 4 (3) to enable it debate the matter forthwith
- Agreed to.

Bank Robbery in Offa, Kwara State on Thursday, 5 April, 2018:

The House:

Notes the deadly armed robbery attack in Offa, Kwara State on Thursday,S April, 2018,
where a gang of heavily armed robbers numbering 30 in a convoy of 10 vehicles invaded the
town;

••
Aware that the robbers commenced their dastardly act with the invasion of the Police Station
in the town, where sixteen (16) Policemen were killed, before descending on the citizens and
banks, killing innocent people, including bankers;

"

•
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Disturbed that the security system could be easily overwhelmed and personnel gruesomely
killed in a security facility, is an issue that calls for serious concern;

COf{lli:::.allcethat citizens have right to security and right to life as guaranteed in Section 33 (1)
in the Nigerian Constitution;

Resolves to:

(i) condemn the dastardly action of the armed robbers;

(ii) commiserate with the people of Offa, Kwara State and the Nigeria Police on the loss
of Human and material resources;

(iii) urge the Nigeria Police to investigate and unravel the robbery in order to bring the
culprits to book and prevent future occurrence;

(iv) also urge the Nigeria Police to look into the location of Police Stations all over
Nigeria in order to guarantee prompt response in emergency situation; and

(v) observe a minute silence for the departed souls, and pray for quick recovery of the
injured (Hon. Olayonu Tope Danlad - !felodunlOffalOyun Federal Constituency).

Debate.

Amendment Proposed:
Insert a new Prayer (vi) as follows:
"Mandate the Committee on Police Affairs to investigate the matter and report back within two
weeks" tHon. Onvejeocha Nkeiruka - IsuikwuatolUmunneochi Federal Constituency).

Question that the amendment be made - Agreed to.

Question Oil tl7l'Motion as amended - Agreed to.

The House:

Noted the deadly armed robbery attack in Offa, Kwara State on Thursday, 5 April, 2018,
where a gang of heavily armed robbers numbering 30 in a convoy of io vehicles invaded the
town;

Aware that the robbers commenced their dastardly act with the invasion of the Police Station
in the town, where sixteen (16) Policemen were killed, before descending on the citizens and
banks, killing innocent people, including bankers;

Disturbed that the security system could be easily overwhelmed and personnel gruesomely
killed in a security facility, is an issue that calls for serious concern;

Cognizance that citizens have right to security and right to life as guaranteed in Section 33 (1)
in the Nigerian Constitution;

Resolved 10:

(i) condemn the dastardly action of the armed robbers;

(ii) commiserate with the people of Offa, Kwara State and the Nigeria Police on the loss
of Human and material resources;
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(iii) urge the Nigeria Pol icc to investigate and unravel the robbery in order to bring the
culprits to book and prevent future occurrence:

(il) abo ur.ue the Nigeria Police to look 1fllO the location of Police Stations allover
:\i.uerId ill order to guaralltl.'L' prompt response III el11ergelll:Y situation:

(I) observe a nunute silence for the departed souls. a IIII pray for quick rccoverv of the
injured: and

(t'i) Mandate the Committee on Police Affairs to invcstigutc the matter and report hack
within two weeks (IIR. 133/04/2(18).

A minute silence \I'as observed ill honour of tlie deponed SOIl/S.

(ii] Breach (~ltile Fundamental Rights Provisions in the Constitution ofthe Federal Republic
of Nigeria. 1999 (as amended) hy the Department ofState Services (I)SS):
lion. Aliyu Sani Madaki iDala Federal COII.\rirll(,IICY) introduced the mailer and prayed the
House to:

(a) consider ami approve the matter as one of urucnt public importance: and

(iJ) suspcnd Order Light. Rulc J U) to allow debate on the matter forthwith.

Qu£'sTiOI/ that The II/Orr('/" /)(' considered as 0111' of 1I"~(,lIr IJlI/JIi( iIllPO"'(/IIC(' - Agreed to.

Question that {lie I/OIlSI' do suspend Order l-ivht, RII/e ·1 ()) to «nab!« ir de/Jure the II/(/rrer/imh\\'irh

- Agreed to.

Breach of the Fundamental Rights Prnvixinns in the Constitution of'the Federal Repuhlic
of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended) h~ the Department of State Services (DSS):

The House:

NOles the provisions of Section I ( 1) of the Constitution of the I edna 1 Republic of Nigeria.
1999 (as amended) which provides thus:

"( I) This Constitution is supreme and its provixion shall have binding force on all
authorities and person throughout the Federal Republic of Nigeria":

ALso 1I00es the provisions of Section 1 (3) which states that. "it any other law is inconsistent
with the provisions of the Constitution. this Constitution shall prevail. and that other law shall
to the extent of the inconsistency be void":

Aware that over three (3) weeks ago, men of the Deparuucnt of State Scrv ices (DSS) arrested
Dr Yunusa Adarnu Dangwani. a renowned consultant urologist at Kano. and forcefully
brought him to their headquarters ill A buja

A/so aware that si~cc the arrest. Dr Yunusa AliaI1111 Dallgwani has hccn denied access to his
lawyer and family. which is 111 contravention of the provisions of the 1999 Constitution:

Disturbed that the arrest and eventual detention of Dr Dangwani has adversely affected his
reputation as a good citizen of Nigeria and contravenes Section 17 of the 1999 Constitution:

Regrets that the actions of the DSS towards the rights of Dr Dangwani have not been humane.
neither was his dignity maintained and respected:

•
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IJ(III/ems that the continued detention of Dr Dangwani by men of the DSS has violated his
right to dignity as a person contrary to Section 34 ( I) (a) of the 1999 Constitution;

Also laments that refusing Dr Dangwani access to his lawyer and family or refusing to charge
him to court offends his personal liberty, contrary to Section 35 (4) and (5) of the 1999
Constitution;

Concerned that the continued detention of Dr Dangwani contravenes Section 36 (5) of the
1999 Constitution which presumes him innocent until he is proven guilty;

Worried that the way men of the DSS choose to treat the arrest and detention of Dr Dangwani
amounts to constituting itself into an institution operating under a different law and
constitution in clear violation of the 1999 Constitution;

Believes that the legislature must stand on its feet to defend the provisions of the 1999
Constitution as it has jointly and severally sworn to do;

Resolves to:

(i) urge the Depanment of State Services to release Dr Dangwani without delay, or if it
believes that he has a case to answer, charge him to court immediately in consonance.
with the provision of section 35 (4) of the 1999 Constitution;

(ii) mandate the Committees on Justice, and National Security and Intelligence to
investigate cases of similar nature like that of Co I. Samba Dasuki (rtd) and others,
report back within two (2) weeks for further legislative action (Han. Aliyu Sani
Madaki - Dala Federal Constituency).

Debate.

Amendment Proposed:
Leave out Prayer (i) (Hall. Orker-Jev Emmanuel Yisa - Buruku Federal Constituency).

Question that the amendment be made - Agreed to.

Question Oil the Motion as amended - Agreed to.

The House:

Nored the provisions of Section I (I) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
1999 (as amended) which provides thus:

"( I ) This Constitution is supreme and its provision shall have binding force on all.
authorities and person throughout the Federal Republic of Nigeria";

Also noted the provisions of Section 1 (3) which. states that, "if any other law is inconsistent
with the provisions of the Constitution, this Constitution shall prevail, and that other law shall
to the extent of the inconsistency be void";

Aware that over three (3) weeks ago, men of the Department of State Services (DSS) arrested
Dr Yunusa Adamu Dangwani, a renowned consultant urologist at Kano, and forcefully
brought him to their headquarters in Ahuja:

Also aware that since the arrest, Dr Yunusa Adamu Dangwani has been denied access to his
lawyer and family, which is in contravention of the provisions of the 1999 Constitution;
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Disturbed that tile arrest and eventual detention of Dr Dangwani has adversely affected his
reputation ~lS a good citizen of Nigeria and contravenes Section 17 of the 1999 Constitution;

Regretted that the actions of the DSS towards the rights of Dr Dangwani have not been
humane. neither was his dignity maintained and respected:

Lamented that the continued detention of Dr Dangwani hy men of the DSS has violated his
right to dignity as a person contrary to Section 34 ( I) (it) of the 1999 Constitution;

Also tatnctned that rcfuxinu Dr Dauuwani aCCeSS 10 his lawvcr and Iamilv or rcfusinu to
'- ';'~. '- .i . -' <-

charge him 10 court offends his pcrsonal lihcrtv. contrarv to Section 35 (4) and (5) of the 1999
Constitution: ~.,

COI/«('rJ/ei/ that the continued detention of Dr Dang wan: contravenes Section 36 (5) of the
199L) Constitution which (l.re"llll1C', him innocent until ill' 1\ proven guilt),

worrird that the way men 01 the ])SS choose to treat tile arrest and detention of Dr Dangwani
.nnount« io consriuuiue ItsL'lf into an institution opnatillg under a different law and
coustuuuon III clc.u \ iul.u ion of the Il)l)l) ('OllstitutJ(lll.

131'/11'\1'(/ th.u till' kgislature must stand on its feet to defend the provision» of the Il)L)L)

Consututiou as it lias iointl-, ami scvcrall. sworn to do:

Resolved to:

Mandate the Committees on Justice. and National Security and Intelligence to investigate
cases of similar nature like that of Co I. Samba Dasuki (nel) and others, report back within
two (2) weeks for further lcg islaiivc action (IIR. 134/04/201S).

6. Presentation of Bill
Electoral Act (Arncudment) Bill. 2018 (liB. 1368) read the First Tillie.

7. A Bill for an Act to Repeal the Arbitrution and Conciliation Act, Cap. AlS, Laws of the
Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and Enact the Arbitration and Conciliation Bill to Provide a Unified
Legal Framework for the Fair. Efficient Settlement of Commercial Disputes bv Arbitration and
Conciliation. make Applicable the Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign
Arbitral Awards (Xew York Convention] to any A \\ ard mach' in Niger!u or in an~ Contracting
State arising out of International Commercial Arbitration: and for Related Matters. (1113.1377)
.- Second Re/.lt/illg
Motion made and 'Qtw~/i(}1I proposed. "That a Bill for aI~~Act ro Repeal the Arbitration and
Conciliation ACL Car !\ 18-. l_d\\S of tile lcdcraiion III '\ligerL~. 2()()4 ami Enact tile Arbirration and
Conciliation Bill to Provide a Unified Legal Framework for the I·air, Efficient Seulemcnt of
Commercial Disputes by Arbitration and Conciliation, make Applicable the Convention on the
Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York Convention) to any Award
made in Nigeria or in any Contracting State arising out of International Commercial Arbitration: and
for Related Matters. (HB.1377) be now read a Second Time" (1-1011.Mohammed Tahir Monguno -
Monguno/Marte/Nganzai Federal Constituenc»i.

Debate.

Question (hal the Bill be read (/ Second Tillie - Agreed to,

Bill read llic)'('m!ld Tillie

iIi/! referred In rile Committe» of (he Whole.
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8. A BiU for an Act to Provide a Legal Framework for the Establishment of Commercial and
Industrial Development Authority which shall provide Designated Areas for Industrial Estates,
Parks, Clusters, Enterprises Zones and Incubators in each Zone of the Country, Provide for the
Establishment, Development or Maintenance of Industrial undertaking and Incentives to
Industrialist; and for Related Matters (HB.1291) -Second Reading

Order read; del erred by leave of the House:

9. A Bill for an Act to merge the functions of the National Manpower Board Act, Cap. N57, Laws
of the Federation of Nigeria 2004 into the functions of the National Planning Commission Act,
Cap. N66 Laws of the Federation of the Nigeria, 2004 to further Empower the National Planning
Commission to determine and advise the Federal Government of Nigeria on the 'Nation ' s
Manpower Needs in all Occupations; and for Related Matters (IIB.1288) - Second Reading

Bill withdrawn bv leave of the House, pursuant to Order Twelve, Rule 14.

10. Need to Address the Plight of the Victims of Landslides at Tuomo Community in Burutu Federal
Constituency
Motion made and Question proposed:

The House:

Notes that on 18 and 26 March, 2018, two massive landslides hit Tuomo community" of liurutu
Federal Constituency which resulted in destruction of property worth millions of'fta'i'fa and,
displacement of indigenes living if! the affected areas,

.'A ware that consequent to the landslide, members of Tuomo Community are faced with lack of food"
loss of shelter and farm lands, exposure to communicable diseases and other devastating effect,
including imminent death, if not urgently addressed;

"

Also aware that the non-completion and abandonment of the Shoreline Protection Project awarded to
Vibrofloatation and Geotechnical Nigeria Limited by the Niger Delta Development Commission
(NDDC) led 10 the avoidable but dreadful landslides; "

R«solves to:

(i) urge the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) to, as a matter of urgency,
provide relief materials to Tuomo Community in Bururu Federal Constituency, so as (0

ameliorate the sufferings of the displaced indigenes;

(ii) also urge the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) to immediately recall the
contractor, Vibrof1oatation and Geotechnical Nigeria Limited, to site to complete the
Shoreline Protection Project, so as to avoid future landslides in the area; and

(iii) mandate the Committees on Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDe), and Emergency
and Disaster Preparedness to ensure compliance (Hon Julius G. Pondi - Burutu Federal
Constituencvs .

Agreed to.

(IIR. 135/04/2018).

Motion referred to (he Committees OIl Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) , and
Emergency and Disaster Preparedness, pursuant (0 Order Eight, Rule 9 (5).
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11. Call for Audit and I 'pgrade of Facilities at the Benin Airport, Edo State

Order read; deferred by leave ofthe House.

12. Need to Investigate the Proposed Payment of $17 Million to Lawyers by the Attorney Ceneral
of the Federation for Recovery of 'Abacha Loot'
Motion /l1II(/e and Question proposed:

The House:

AlI'{lre that Mr Enrico Monfrini. a Swiss Lawyer was engaged by the Nigerian Government since
1999 to work on recovering the Abacha Loot for which the sum of $321 million was a part and had
finished the Luxembourg leg of the job since 2014 when Mohammed Bello Adoke was the
Attorney-General of the Federation:

Also awar« that, Mr Mofrini had since been paid by the Federal Government for his legal services for
the recovery of the money which was then domiciled with the Attorney-General of Switzerland
pending the signing of an MoU with Nigeria to avoid the issues of accountability around previous
recoveries:

Notes that all that was left was the signing of the MoU which is a government-to- government
communication for !~1emoney to be repatriated to Nigeria;

Furtheraware that Abubakar Malami, SA N, the Minister of Justice and Attorney-General of the
Federation, had curiously engaged the services of another set of Nigerian Lawyers in 2016, namely,
Oladipo Okpcseyi. a Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), and Tcmitope Adebayo for a fee of $16.9
Million (about Nfl Billion). without due process:

Recalls that both Lawyers had worked for President Muhammadu Buhari' s Congress for Progressive
Change (CPC). a legacy party of the All Progressives Congress (APC) when Malarni was the legal
adviser of CPC;

Also recalls that the terms of the agreement reached with Mr Mofrini for the recovery clearly spelt
out that no other lawyer would be engaged for the return of the money to Nigeria;

Resolves to:

(i) set up an Ad-hoc Committee to investigate the circumstances surrounding the engagement of
Nigerian lawyers. namely: Oladipo Okpeseyi (SAN), and Temitope Adebayo for a fee of
S 16.9 million (about Nfl billion). when the actual work had been concluded by Mr Enrico
Monfrini, and was paid by the Nigerian Government for the recovery of the sum of $321
mill ion part of the Abacha loot from Luxembourg, and whether due process was followed and
to report back within six weeks for further legislative action.

(ii) request His Excellency, President Muharnmadu Buhari , (JCTR, to suspend the payment of the
said fee of $16.9 million (about N6 billion) or any part thereof pending investigation on the
matter tHon. Mark Terseer Gbillah - Gwer East/Gwer West Federal Constituency).

Debate.

Agreed to.
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Iile I louse:

Aware that Mr Enrico Monfrini. a Swiss Lawyer was engaged by the Nigerian Government since
1999 to work on recovering the Abacha Loot for which the sum of $321 million was a part and had
finished the Luxembourg leg of the job since 2014 when Mohammed Bello Adoke was the
Attorney-General of the Federation:

Also aware that Mr Mofrini had since been paid by the Federal Government for his legal services for
the recovery of the money which was then domiciled with the Attorney-General of Switzerland
pending the signing of an Mol) with Nigeria to avoid the issues of accountability around previous
rccovcncs:

Noted that all that was left was the signing of the MoU which is a government-to- government
communication for the money to be repatriated to Nigeria;

Further aware that Abubakar Malarni, SAN. the Minister of Justice and Attorney-General of the
Federation. had curiously engaged the services of another set of Nigerian Lawyers in 2016, namely,
Oladipo Okpcscyi , a Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN), and Temitope Adebayo for a fee of $16.9
Million (about N6 Billion), without due process:

Recalled that both I ,,!Wyers had worked for President Muhammadu Buhari' s Congress for Progressive
Change (Cf'C), a legacy party of the All Progressives Congress (APC) when Malami was the legal
adv ixcr Ill' ('PC.

/1Is() recalled that the terms of the agreement reached with M r Mofr ini for the recovery clearly spelt
OUI that no other lawyer would be engaged fur the return of the money to Nigeria;

Resolved 10:

(i) set up an Ad-hoc Committee to investigate the circumstances surrounding the engagement of
Nigerian lawyers, namely: Oladipo Okpeseyi (SAN), and Temitope Adebayo for a fee of.
S 16.9 million (about N6 billion), when the actual work had been concluded by Mr Enrico
Monfrini, and was paid by the Nigerian Government for the recovery of the sum of $321
million part of the Abacha loot from Luxembourg, and whether due process was followed and
to report back within six weeks for further legislative action.

(ii) request Ilis Excellency. President Muharnmadu Buhari , GCFR, to suspend the payment of the
said Icc of SI6.l) million (about N6 billion) or any pan thereof pending investigation on the
matter (lIR. l36/04/2(18)

13. Consideration of Report
Committee Oil Industry:
Motion made and Question proposed, "That the House do consider the Report of the Committee on
Industry on a Bill tor an Act to Repeal the Small and Medium Scale Industries Development Agency
(Esiabl isluncm) Act, 2003 and Lstabl ish the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of
Nigeria to Regulate, Oversee. Coordinate. Monitor and Evaluate the Developmental Activities and
Operation of the Micro. Small and Medium Enterprises in Nigeria and Amend the Sinal! and Medium
Scale Enterprises Development Agency Act to Expressly Provide the Agency with Powers to. Protect
Artisans, Market Women and Traders and to Organize them into Clusters for Optimum Benefits and
for Related Matters (lIB. 803 and HB. 8(8) and approve the recommendations therein"(Hon.
Abubakar llussaini Moriki - Shinkafi/Zurmi Federal Constituency).

Agreed to.

Question that the House do resolve into (he Committee Of the Whole to consider the Report - Agreed
to.
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(1I0l'SE IN C(HIMITTEE)

tMr Deputv Speaker ill the Chair)

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO REPEAL Till' SMALL ,\:--;1) MLllll'\1 SC.\11 iN])[;STRILS

DEVELOPMENT AGFNCY (ESTABLlSIIMI'NI) ACT, 2003 A;\Ill TO RJ-J:;\I;\CT TilE SMALL

AND MEDll'M ENTERPRISES DLVLLOI'MENT A(iF,\CY OJ NI(iLRL\ (SMEDAN)

A!'\D OTIIIR REL.\TJD MATTLRS (llBs 803 Y,\1l 80S)

PART i - OBJlTTJ\TS A;\IU AI'I'II(.\ II(J\

Clause 1: Objective.
The objectives of this Bill are to -

(a) establish the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria
to regulate, oversee, coord inatc, monitor and evaluate the developmental
activities and operations of the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises in
Nigeria and

(0) provide a regubt()l\ and institutioual framework for rural industrialization,
poverty allcvianon dlld eradication tcchuolouy acquisition and adaptation,
iob creation ami su-rainablc livelihood ill Nigeria (1/011. Abubakar Husain!
Monk! S'/l/Ilt-uli Zunni Federal Constitucncvv.

Question that Clause I stands parr 0/ the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 2: Application.
This Bill shall apply throughout the Federal Republic of Nigeria (1/011. Abubakar
Hasaini Moriki - Shinkafi /Zurmi Federal Constituencv+.

Question that Clause 2 stands parr of the Bill - Agreed to.

PART II - ESTABUSIIMLNT OJ·SMALl AND Mum M

ENTERPRISLS DnT10PMENT ACiINCY OJ NI(iJ.RI\

Clause 3: Establishment of the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of
Nigeria.
(I) There is established a body known as the Small ami Medium Enterprises

Development Agency of Nigeria (in this Bill referred to as "the Agency")

(2) The Agency -

(a) shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a common
seal;

(b) may sue and be sued in its corporate name; and

(c) may acquire, hold or dispose of any property, movable or immovable
subject to the provisions of the Land Use Act for the purpose of
carrying out any of its functions under this Bill tHon. Abubakar
Husaini Moriki - Shinkafi /Zurmi Federal Constituencvv.

&"';Oll that Clause 3 stands p~rt ofthe Bill - Agreed to.
{"'"
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Establishment of the Governing Board of the Agency.
( I ) There is established for the Agency a Governing Board (in this Bill referred

to as "the Board") which shall initiate, approve and provide the general
policy guidelines for the administration of the Agency.

(2) The Board established under subsection (1) of this section shall consist of -

(a) a Non-Executive Chairman:

(b)
,:rlp

the Director-General of the Agency:

(e) two part-time members appointed from the North and South;

{d) a representative each of the following Ministries, Departments or
Agencies not below the rank of a Director or its equivalent, the -

(i) Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment.

(ii) Federal Ministry of Science and Technology,

(iii) Federal Ministry of Budget and Planning,

(iv) Federal Ministry of Finance,

(v) Bank of Industry,

(vi) Bank of Agriculture,

(\'ii) Central Bank of Nigeria.

iviii, National Association of Small Scale Industrialists (NASSI),

(ix) Nigerian Association of Small and Medium Enterprises
(NASME): and

(e) one representative of other financial institutions.

(3) The Board may co-opt or invite any person to attend and participate at any
of its meetings provided that the person so co-opted or invited shall only be
in attendance and shall not count towards the quorum or votes at the meeting.

(4) The supplementary provisions set out in the Schedule to this Bill shall have
effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and other matters
mentioned therein tHon. Abubakar Husaini Moriki - Shinkafi/Zurmi Federal
Constituencvi .

Question 111mClause 4 stands part of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 5: Appointment and tenure of office of the Chairman and Members of the Board.
( I ) The Chairman and other members of the Board except the Director-General

shall -

(0) be appointed by the President on the recommendation of the
Minister;

(b) hold office tor a term of four years: and
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(( ) be eligible for re-appointment fur another term uf four \ ears and IW
more

(2) The Chairman and Mcmhcr: u! the Bo.ud shall Ill' persons ol provcn iIltegrIty
and

((n with cognate experience in husilless adlllinisrrallun or on account u/
their training or experience ,lrL' knowledgeable about trade, industry,
fiuancc or the ccononiv., -

(/il ha\l' kgal "-n()\\ kdgL' (11 111;tlters pcrt;lllllng tll Micro. Small and
Medium ltucrprisc-, I" \IS\ll.s'). or

(e) have experience III maucr« U11IIIl'l'lcd \\ ith !\IS\1 Ls.

(3) III addition to the provisions of subxct tion (2) of this section. the Chairman
shall be a holder of univcrxitv degree or it" equivalent with not less than IS
years minimum cognate experience in industry. trade and investment,
finance. or M icro. Sinal) and Medium l.ntcrprisc« Management

(4) The office of the Chairman or a member uf the Board other than till.'
Director-General shall become vacant \\ I!LTe--

Iii' IllS ILTIIl (ll utfice c xpucv:

(/J) Ill' resigils hix appomuncnt as d member u! the Huard b , a notice in
writing under his hand ;lddre,sl'd to the Prcxidcut: or

(( ) he dies.

(5) lhe Prcxrdcut Illa\ Oil till' leUllll!IIL.'IIILlll(l11 (ll the Minixtcr rCIllO\L' tile
Chairman or a Member (11 tile H();lrd Irorn 11llicc \\ here ---

(U) he is incapable of c~lrry IIlg out his duties due to nll'IIUI or ph , xical
infirmitv:

(b) he has been declared bankrupt or he makes compronusc with his
creditors:

(e) he has been convicted of a fclonv or al1\ offence invol. illg fraud or
dishonesty:

(eI) he is guilty of gross misconduct relating to his duties, or

(e) III till' case ()I all ('\ ol/ilW rucmbcr. Ill' L'l'LlSCS to hold the utticl.' on
the basis of which he became a member o! the Board.

(6) Notwithstanding the provision« ofsubscct ion (5) of this section. the President
may remove or suspend a member from till.' Board it he is satisfied that it is
not in tile interest of tile \~ellcy or ot tile public for the person appointed to
conunue in office
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(7) Where a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Board, it shall upon the
recommendation of the Minixtcr be filled hy an appointment by the President
of a successor to hold office for the remainder of the term of office of his
predecessor and the successor shall represent the same interest as that
member whose exit created the vacancy tHon. Abubakar Husaini Moriki-
.),/IIIIAuji /11/"1111 Fee/cnil COlls{i{II(,II(T).

Question {I/(/{ Claus« .-;stands pur! o] {II(' Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 6: Emolumcnts, etc.
A member of the Board shall be paid such emoluments, allowances and benefits as
the President may. from time to time. approve (11011. Abubak ar Husaini Moriki _
Shinkafi/Zurmi Federa! Constituenrvi,

Question {hUT Clause 6 stands parr ofthe Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 7: Disclosure of Interest ,
( I) A member of the Board who is directly or indirectly interested in any

disclosure of interest in a matter bl'ing deliberated upon by the Board or is
interested in an) contract made or proposed to be made by the Agency. shall
as soon as possible after the relevant facts have come to his knowledge.
disclose the nature of his interest at mcctiug of the Board.

(2) A disclosure under subsection (I) of this section shall be recorded in the
minutes of meeting of the Board and member concerned shall _

(0) not. after the disclosurl'. take part In any deliberation or decision or
the Board. and

(b) . he excluded for the purpose of constituting a quorum of any meeting
of the Board for the deliberation or taking decision with respect to
the subject matter in which his interest has been so disclosed (Han.
Abubakar llusaini Moriki - Shinkafi/Zurmi Federal Constituency).

Question filar Clause 7 stands parr 0/ (he Bill - Agreed to.

PART III - FUNCTIONS OJ· THE AC;LNCY

Clause 8: Functions of the Agency.
The Agency shall be responsible for -

(0) initiating. formulating and reviewing policies for the development of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises ("MSMEs")

(iJ) listing products that MSM Es have substantial internal capacities to
manu facture to meet domestic demands for Federal Government's patronage
and deletion of restriction on the schedule of importable goods;

(c) promoting and facilitating enterprise development programmes, instruments
and support services to accelerate development, modernization, networking
and linkage within the MSMEs and between MSMEs and large enterprises;

(d) promoting, accrediting and regulating the establishment and activities of
business development centres including enterprise or business development
service providers;
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\ ( I re~Llldllll". \1\ erSl'l'ln". L(ll)rdilidlin~. munito ring and evaluating
dL'\el(lpllll'llt~iI ~ILti\ltie~ III tlie \lS\lh sub-sector til \iigcria:

(j) mohiliz iug interual and c xtcrnal resources. inc lud int; technical assistance for
Micro. Small and Medium Enterprises. their support institutions. trade
associations and non-gmerIlmentdl or~anizations:

(g) deSigning. packaging and promoting !\lS!\l h programmes. and providing
assistdnce to MSMEs in markctihg their products and services;

(II) providing extension services to MSMEs, fabricators of machineries ami
beneficiaries of MSMEs loans;

(i) estahlishing and providing liaison services hctwccn research institutes. local
Iahric.uors and agro industrial schcmc-:

(j) providing and facilitating vocarional . technical and entrepreneurial training
to M S M Es

(k) Iink ing !\1 S!\1 Es to sou rcex of fi nancc. prm id ing access to tech nology and
industrial infrastructure estates. Ia\ outs ami Incubators:

(/) proIllllting and facilitating the development and commercialization of standard
designs. quality assurance of machineries ami equipment for MSMEs;

(Ill) promoting ancilarisation. sub-contracting and clustering;

(1/) establishing and coordinating the institutional development and activities of
industrial development centres (I Des) ill Nigeria:

(0) liaising with external agencIes for support ami development ot' MSMEs in
Nigeria:

(p) serving as the vanguard agency and National local point for rural
industrialization. poverty alleviation and eradication. technology acquisition
and adaptation. job creation and sustainable livelihood:

(en recommending to the Federal Govcrnmcut from time to time in consultation
with other relevant agencies and organizations. on applicable tax and tariff
regimes and other financial incentives for promoting the development of
MS M Es:

(I") promoting the use of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanisms for
the speedy resolution of commercial disputes amongst MSMEs, husiness
development providers and other stakeholders:

(5) monitoring the implementation of and compliance with Federal Government
directives, incentives and facilities for the development of MSMEs in
Nigeria, and

(t) carrying out such other activities connected with or incidental to the other
functions of the Agency in order to promote government policies within or
outside Nigeria for the attainment of these objectives iHon. Abubakar
Husaini Moriki - Shillka/iIZlll:lIli Federal Constituencvi

Question that C/(iuse 8 stands parr ofthe Bi/l- Agreed to.
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Powers of till' Agl'IIt,y.
( I ) TIlL' \gCIIL') shall have power to -

(!/) set standards and ensure compliance for the promotion, development
advancement of MSMEs in Nigeria:

(b) demand and obtain relevant information, data and reports on
activities relating to the promotion and development of micro, small
and medium enterprises from banks, research and development
institutions and support organizations;

(e) enter into joint-venture, memorandum of understanding (MoU) and
other agreements for the promotion and development of MSMEs;

(d) establish a comprehensive database and information system on
MSMEs development programmes and request from all MSMEs such
information it may require for the purpose of maintaining the
database:

(e) charge fees for the use of facilities and services provided by the
Agency as considered appropriate:

(f) serve as a center for the collection. reference and dissemination of
information relating to MSMI:s;

(g) facilitate the establishment of the National Enterprise Development
Funds (NEDFUND):

(II) identifying suitable areas in within towns and cities where cluster can
be formed and better managed. protected and monitored.

(2) Where the Federal Government or any of its agencies undertake to publicly
announced procurement. public construction or commissioning of research
development work. the Agency shall depending on actual needs, assist and
establish a system for the qualification and registration of MSMEs wishing
to serve as suppliers or to bid for a tender (Hon. Abubakar Husaini Moriki
- Shinkafi/Zurnii Federal Constituencvi,

Question that Clause l) stands parr of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 10: Functions and powers of the board.
( I ) The Board shall -

(0) formulate and provide general policy guidelines for the discharge of
the functions of the Agency;

(b) lay down standards for the operations of the Agency and issue
operational guidelines for the administrative structure of the Agency;

(e) supervise the management of the property funds and income of the
Agency, other concerns and affairs of the Agency;

(d) monitor and ensure the implementation of the policies and
programmes of the Agency; and
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(f) carry out such other functions as are necl'ssary or expected 10 ensure
the efficient performance of till' functions of the A~enc) under this
Bill.

(2) The Board shall ha, e power to -

((/) employ and determine the terms and conditions of service of the
employees of the Agency:

(b) approve rules and regulations relating 10 the appointment. promotion
and disciplinary measures for the employees of the Agency:

(C) fix the remuneration. allowances. benefits and pension of stall and
employees of the Agency subject to the approval of the Salaries and
Wages Commission and

(eI) create such departments as may he necessary for the operations of
the Agency:

(e) regulate its proceedings and make standing orders with respect to the
holding of its meetings. notices to he given, the keeping of minutes
of its proceedings and such other matters as the Board may, from
time to time determine:

(j) do such other things as are necessary in the carrying out of its
responsibilities under this Bill (11011. Abubakar Husaini Moriki -
Shinkafi/Zunni Federal Constituencv+.

Question that Clause I()stands parr ofthe Bill - Agreed to.

PARI IV - Till DIRICI0R-GI.:\IK\1, ;\:\j) OIliER SI.\ll 01 TIll ACiE:\CY

Clause 11: Appointment, qualifications and responsibilities of the Director-General.
( I) There shall he for the Agency. a Director-General who shall he appointed h)

the President on the recommendation of the Minister.

(2) A person shall not he appointed till' Director General for the Agency. except
he -

(a) possess a minimum of firsl degrl'e from a reco~lli/ed l .nivcrsit. or
its equivalent: and

(b) has at least fifteen years of cognate experience

(3) The Director-General shall he the cb icf exccut ive and accounting officer of
the Agency.

(4) The Director-General shall he responsible for the -

(a) execution of policies of the Agency:

(c) management of the funds. proper!) huxincxx of the Agency. and

(d) organization and control of the staf'f or Agency
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(:1) The D ircctor-Gcncral shall keep the Board informed of the business,
programmes and activities of the Agency at such intervals as the Board may
determine sl lon. Abubakar l lusaini Moriki - Shinkafi/Zurmi Federal
Constituencv: .

Question that CIe/lIS(' I I stands purr of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 12: Tenure of Office of the Director-General.
( I ) The Director-General of the Agency shall hold office -

(II) for a term of five years in the first instance subject to renewal for
another five years and no more; and

(b) on such other terms and conditions as may be specified in his letter
of appointment.

(2)- The office of the Director-General shall become vacant where -

(a) his term of office expires;

(b) he resigns his appointment as Director-General:

(c) he has been absent from Board meetings for four consecutive times
without the permission;

(d) he is incapable of carrying out his duties due to mental or physical
infirmity;

(e) he has been declared bankrupt or he makes compromise with his
creditors;

(/) he has been convicted of a felony or any offence involving fraud or
dishonesty;

(g) he is guilty of gross misconduct relating to his duties;

(h) he dies; or

(i) the President is satisfied that it is not in the interest of the Agency or
of the public for the person to continue in office as Director-General
(1/011. Abubakar Husaini Moriki - ShinkajilZurmi Federal
COl/sri tu en cy ) .

Question filar Clause 12 stands part of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 13: Other staff of the Agency.
(1) The Agency may with the approval of the Board appoint such officers and

other employees as it may deem necessary from time to time, for the purpose
of the efficient performance of the functions of the Agency under this Bill.

(2) The conditions of service of the staff the Agency with respect to
remuneration, pension or other benefits on retirement, or termination of the
officers shall be as may be determined by the Board from time-to time.
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(3) The Agency lIlay fill a vdcancy by way of transfer or sccondmcut from other
departments persons with requisite skills and experience needed to achieve
the objectives of the Agency

H) The Board may dclcg.ue any M its powers of appoinuncnt under this section
to the Director-General. subject to such terms and conditions as the Board
ma v determine

(5) The members of stall of the Agency shall be public officers as defined in the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (as amended).

(6) The Agency may, with the approval of the Board and subject to the
provisions of this Bill, make staff regulations relating to the conditions of
service of employees of the Agency and without prejudice to the foregoing,
such regulations may provide for -

(0) the appoinrmcnt. promotion ami disciplinary control including
termination and dismissal of the employees of the Agency; and

(/J) appeals by such employees against termination, dismissal or other
disciplinary measures (110/1. Abubakar Husain! Moriki
Shinkafi IZII rmi Federal Constituencvs,

Question IIUiI Clause 13 stands part ot the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 1 .• : Service in the Agency to 1)(' pensionable.
( I) Service in the Agency shall be approved service for the purpose of the

Pension Reform Act and accordingly, officers and other staff of the Agency
shall in respect of their service in the Agency, be entitled to pension,
gratuity, severance and other retirement benefits in conformity with
provisions of the Pension Reform Act.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection ( I ) of this section, nothing in
this Bill shall prevent the appointment of a person to any office on terms
which preclude the grant of pension, gratuity and other retirement benefits
in respect of that office.

(3) For the purpose of the application of the provisions of the Pension Reform
Act, any power exercisable by a Minister or other authority of the
Government of the federation other than the power to make regulations
under the Pensions Reform Act is vested in and shall he exercisable by the
Governing Board of the Agency (/1011. Abubakar l Iusaini Moriki -
Shinkafi/Zurmi Federal Constituencvs.

Question [hat Clause 14 stands part Of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 15: Appointment and responsibilities of the Secretary to the Board.
( I) The Board shall appoint a Secretary on such terms and conditions as the

Board may determine!.-

(2) The Secretary shall -

(a) be a legal practitioners with not less than [0 years post call
experience
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(/J) have power to conduct the correspondence of the Board, issue
notices of meetings of the Board, keep records of proceedings of the
Board and keep the records of all the activities of the Agency:

(e) be the Legal Adviser to the Agency and

(d) perform such other functions as the Board or the Director-General
may assign to him from time to time (HOII, Abubakar Husaini Moriki
~ Shinkafi/Zurrni Federal Constituencvv.

Question that Clause 15 stands part of the Bill ~ Agreed to.

Clause 16: Experts and consultants.
( I) In exercising and performing the powers, functions and duties conferred on

it under this Bill. the Agency may appoint contract, liaise, collaborate or
co-operate with experts, including specialized agencies, resource persons,
academic and technical institutes, advisory committees, etc.. in order to assist
it in carrying out its functions-or duties under this Bill. '"

(2) Experts or consultants engaged by virtue of the provision of this section may
be paid such fees and allowances and afforded such facilities as the Agency,
with the approval of the Board may determine (11011. Abubukar Husaini
Moriki »- Sltinkafi /Zu rill iFederal Constituencv; ..

Question that Clause 16 stands part of the Bill ~ Agreed to.

Clause 17: Establishment of Directorates, Departments and Special Units.
(I) The Agency shall have powers to ~

(a) set up Directorates, Departments, Special Units, technical
committees, working groups and task forces to assist the Agency in
the performance of its duties and functions under this Bill; and

(b) make changes to or vary its structure with the approval of the Board.

(2) There shall be appointed for each of the Directorates, Departments and
Special Units a principal officer who shall be known by such designation as
the Agency may determine (1/011. Abubakar Husaini Moriki ~ Shinkafi/Zurtni
Federal Constituency).

Question that Clause 17 stands parr of the Bill ~ Agreed to.

Clause 18: Zonal and State Offices.
The Agency shall have the power to establish Zonal and State Offices to enhance its
operations and the performance of the functions under this Bill (Han. Abubakar
Husaini Moriki ~ Shinkafi/Zurtni Federal Constituency).

Question that Clause 18 stands part of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 19: Cooperation with other Bodies.
The Agency may cooperate with relevant organisations and authorities involved in
MSMEs development and management including related issues in the performance
of its functions under this Bill tHon, Abubakar Husaini Moriki ~ Shiukafi/Zurmi
Federal Constituency).

Question that Clause 19 stands parr 0/ the Bill ~ Agreed to.



2,558

Clause 20:

Thursday, 12 April, 2018 No. 92

PART V - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

Fund of the Agency.
( I ) The Agency shall establish and maintain a fund which shall consist of -

(a) budgetary and extra budgetary allocations received from the
Government of the Federation, grants and annual subventions;

(b) moneys received by the Agency from licensing, registration,
inspection or supervision of MSMEs;

(c) moneys borrowed by the Agency

(eI) gifts, endowment, grants-in-aids from national, bilateral and
multi-lateral Agencies, testamentary dispositions, bequests or other
voluntary contributions where the terms and conditions attached are
not inconsistent with the objects of the Agency;

(e) foreign aids and monetary assistance received by the Agency under
any agreement or arrangement with any international body or
organisation with the approval of the Minister;

if) income earned from investments of surplus funds of the Agency;

(g) alimonies held immediately before the commencement ofthis Bill by
the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria
(SMEDAN);

(17) all subscriptions, rents, fees, charges, other internally generated
revenues from publication and services provided by the Agency; and

(i) all other funds which may, from time to time, accrue to the Agency.

(2) Subject to the provisions of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria 1999 (as amended), the fund established pursuant to subsection (I)
of this section shall be managed in accordance with extant Financial
Regulations applicable in the Public Service of the Federation.

(3) The Agency may, from time to time, with the approval of the Board, as
appropriate. apply the proceeds of the fund established under subsection (I)
of this section -

(0) to pay the cost of administration, charges and expenses of the
Agency;

(b) to pay emoluments, allowances and benefits of members of the Board
and for reimbursing members of the Board of any committee set up
by the Board for such expenses as may be expressly authorized by
the Board.

(e) to discharge the cost of maintaining the Head Office Building and
other offices of the Agency;

(d) for the payment of salaries, fees or other remunerations and benefits
. or allowances, gratuities and pensions, and other benefits payable to

the officers and other employees of the Agency;
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(e) for payment for all purchases made by the Agency and the training
of members of its staff:

(/) for the development and maintenance of any property vested in or
owned by the Agency;

(g) for payment to publicize and promote the activities of the Agency;

(h) for maintaining general financial reserves subject to general or
specific directives that may be given by the President;

(il fur payments of annual and other subscriptions and contributions to
national and international organizations:

(jJ for the payment of all consultancies. legal fees and costs of contracts
awarded by the Agency; and

(1,:) for any other expenditure as may be approved by the Agency, from
time to time in connection with all or any of its functions and powers
under this Bill tHon. Abubakar Husaini Moriki - Shinkafi/Zurnti
Federal Constituencvi.

Question ttuu Clause 2() stands parr of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 21 : Expenditure.
The Agency may. from time to time. with the appropriate approval shall apply the
proceeds of the fund established in pursuant to section 12 of this Bill -

(0) to the cost of administration of the Agency:

(IJ) to the paying of the emoluments, allowances and benefits of members of the
Board and for reimbursing members of the Board or of any committee set up
by the Board for such expenses as may be expressly authorized by the Board;

(() to the payment of salaries, fees or other remuneration and benefits or
allowances, gratuities and pensions, and other benefits payable to the officers
and other employees of the Agency;

(d) for the development and maintenance of any property vested in or owned by
the Agency; and

(e) for and in connection with all or any of its functions under this Bill or in such
other securities as may, from time to time, be approved by-the President
tllon. Abubakar Husaini Moriki - Shinkafi/Zurmi Federal Constituency).

Question 111m Clause 21 stands part of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 22: Annual Financial Estimates.
( I ) The Agency shall, within each year, prepare and submit to the Board for

approval, estimates of income and expenditure of the Agency for the next
following financial year and may. at any time before the end of each financial
year. prepare and submit to the Board for approval any estimate
supplementary to the estimates of the current year.
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(2) No expenditure shall be made out of the funds of the Agency unlc-,-, IlldI
expenditure is part of the expenditure approved by the Board under the
estimates for the financial year in which that expenditure is to be made or in
estilllales supplcmenrar-, to that year's estimates.

1.1) The estimates as approved under subsection (I) of this section shall be
sUbll1iltedt() the Minister ami the I\;atl()nal ;\SSl'll1bl.\ (/ /oll.·l/Ju/Jul\ur l lusaini
Morik] Sll/lIl\aji//urJIli rcdeml COlIs[i[UCII(\).

Question [1/(/[ 0111111' 22 st ands pan o/[IIC Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 23: Annual Reports.
The Agency shall, not later than 31 t July of each year, prepare and submit to the
Federal Executive Council through rhe Minister, a repon in such form as the Minister
may direct on the activities and administration of the Agency during the immediate
preceding year and shall include in the report of the audited accounts of the Agency
for the year and Auditor-General's report thereon (Holl. Abubakar Husaini Moriki
-- Sltinkafi /Zurini Federal Consti TUeIlC))).

Question that Clause 23 stands parr 0/ The Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 2-1: Power to Accept Gifts.
( I ) The Agency may accept gifts of land. money. books. vehicles. equipment or

other property from within or outside Nigeria upon such terms and
conditions. if any. as may be specified ,by the person or organization making
the gift.

(2) The Agency shall not accept any gift if the conditions attached by the person
or organization offering the gift are inconsistent with the functions of the
Agency and the provisions of the Independent Corrupt Practices and Allied
Offences Agency Act. any other existing Law (11011. Abubakar llusaini
Moriki- Shinkafi/Zunni Federal Constituencvi.

Question that Clause 24 stands parr of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 25: Borrowing Powers.
( I) The Agency may. with the approval of the Board. borrow by overdraft or

otherwise such moneys as may be required for the efficient discharge or
performance of its functions and meeting its obligations under this Bill: and
any interest payable on moneys so borrowed shall be paid out of the fund of
the Agency.

(2) The Agency shall not. without the approval of the Minister. borrow money
which exceeds. at any time. the amount set by the Minister.

(.1) Notwithstanding subsection ( I) of this section. where the sum to be borrowed
is in foreign currency. the Agency shall not borrow the sum without the prior
approval of the Minister in consultation with the Central Bank of Nigeria
(/lolI.1/m/Jul\!Ir llusaini Moriki Shinkati/Zurrni Federal Constituencvv.

QII/'Il/OII that Cluus« 25' .1 tand; pun oftli« Bill - Agreed to.
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Investment of the Funds of the Agency.
( I j Tile Agency may. subject to the pro , isiolls of this Bill, the Fiscal

Responsihility ACL any othcrrcrcvanr laws and the conditions of any trust
created in respect of any properly. invest its surplus funds, not irnrncdiatclv
required for its current cxpcndirure:

({{j in any security prcxcribcd hy the Trustee lnvcstrncrus Act or in such
other securities as may from time to time. he approved by the Board:

(b) the purchase or improvemcm of any land in any pan of the
Federation:

(c) any venture in Nigeria as may be approved by the Board, including
investment in stocks quoted at the Nigerian Stock EXChange.

(2) In the exercise of its powers of inVL'stmel1l of its fund under subsection (I)
of this section, the Agency, may from time to time, vary any such
invcstmcrns and may deposit any monies for the time heing un-invested with
any hank approved hy the Board in line with extant Government Rules and
Regulations tHon, Abubakar Ilusaini Morik! -- ShinkajilZlIrllli Federal
Canst it uencv; .

Question that Clause 26 stands parr ofthe Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 27: Exemption from Tax.
( I ) The Agency shall he exempted from the pa yment of Income Tax under the

Income Tax Act or any subsequent amendment thereto.

(2) The Agency shall not he Iiahle for the payment of tenement rate. ground rent
or other property tax imposed under allY kgi,lation tkating with real property
(lIon. Abubakar l lusctini Moriki Sllinkaji//llf11li FI:'c/('!'{{1 Coustituencvi,

Question that ClOIISI:'27 stands parr ofthe Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 28: Bank accounts.
The Agency shall open and maintain such hank accounts as are necessary for the
performance of its functions in accordance with the extant Government Rules and
Regulations tHon, Abubakar llusaini Moriki - ,')'/Zi!lkojiIZllfllli Federal Constituencvv.

Question that Clause 28 stands parr of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 29: Establishment of Housing scheme and incubation centres.
The Agency may with the approval of the hoard engage in estahlishment of staff
housing scheme and business incubation centres (lIon. Abubakar Husaiui /v/oriki-
Sltillkaji //11 rmi Federal Constit uencvi

Question that Clause 29 STandsparr ofthe Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 30: Accounts, Records and Audit.
( I ) The Agency shall keep proper and regular accounts and other records of

monies received and paid by the Agency and for other purposes for which
monies have been received or paid, and of its assets, credits and liabilities in
respect of each year and shall cause its accounts to he audited on or before
31 st March of the following year to which the accounts relate, by a firm of
auditors appointed from the approved list of auditors, and in accordance with
guidelines supplied by the Auditor-General for the Federation.
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(2) The Board shall ensure that the Agency keeps proper accounts and records
o! its transactions and affairs and that ~

«(/) all monies received hy the Agency are properly accounted for:

(b) all payments of monies arc correctly made and properly authorized:

and

(c) adequate control is maintained over the Agency's property and its

expenditure.

(3) The Board shall cause to be prepared for each financial year. and not later
than three months after the close of the financial year. a statement of accounts
which shall include a report on the performance of the Agency during that
financial year. comprising of a balance sheet. a profit and loss account and
application of funds statement.

(4) The Agency shall do all things necessary to ensure that all payments of its
funds and hank account arc correctly made and, properly authorized and that
adequate control is maintained over its assets.

(5) The Board shall ensure that within four months after the close of each
financial year, the statement of accounts referred to in subsection (3) of this

section is submitted for auditing.

(6) The auditor appointed by the Board under this section shall have access to all
books of accounts. vouchers and other financial records of the Agency and
is entitled to any information and explanation required in connection with
such books, vouchers or records.

(7) As soon as the accounts and the financial statements of the Agency have been
audited in accordance with the requirement of this Bill. the Agency shall
forward a copy of the audited financial statements to the Minister together
with any report or observations made by the auditor and the Auditor-General
of the Federation on the statement of accounts.

(8) The remuneration of the auditor shall be paid out of the fund of the Agency
tHon. Abuhakar Husaini Moriki - SllillkafilZllrllli Federal COllstitueIlCY).

Question film Clause 30 stands part ojtlie Bill - Agreed to.

P\R! VI - RIS()It'l!O'\ O! D!Sl'IILS

Clause 31: Referral of disputes.
(1) Where a dispute arose in relation to Micro. Small and Medium Enterprise.

such dispute shall, first he referred to the Agency for sellklnenl.

(2) In the settlement of a dispute. the Agency may .. afford the parties to such
dispute an informal hearing to determine if a dispute exists .

•
(3) Where the Agency is not able to resolve a dispute, it shall refer the dispute

to the Arbitral Panel established under section 32 of this Bill within
twenty-one days of receipt of the notice of dispute tHon. Abubakar Husaini
Moriki - Shinkafi/Zurml Federal Constituency).

Question that Clause 31 stands part of the Bill - Agreed to.

.\
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Clause 32: Arhitral Panel.

( I) For the purpose of resolving disputes under this Pan, an Arbitral Panel shall
be set up by the Agency in accordance with the provisions of the Arbitrationand CunciliatioIl Act.

(2) The Arbitral Panel shall determine any dispute referred to it by any of the
parry to the dispute or the Agency.

Qlln/ioll tha! Clause J2\({l/lds par; of the Bill _ Agreed to.

(.\) TIle A rhitral Panel shall conclulie hearing on a nla[[cr referred to it and
deliver a decision within thirty wurkil!g days lrorn the date of referral (1/011 .
. 1IJil/JaAar I/usnilli J10riAi S/iiIlAa/i·/./limi Federal C()lIsrirll(,lIn).

p\)< I \ II
,'!.\II()\.\I !:\III<I'J{ISJ Dl\JI Ol'\jJ ..\1 h\/) (NLDL/.)

Clause 33:
EstahlishllWllt of the .\'atiollal Enterprise DeVl'lopment Fund.

( I ) Ihere i~ established for the Agency, the :\atioIlal Enterprise Developlllelll
lund In this Bill referred to as "the hillel" into which shall be paid orcredited -

((I) a perCeIllage of levies collected froll1 the following Sources:

(/) () 25 S? of profit before tax of large enterp,ises with a
tummer ahO\e 5()().()()(),()()()()(). This will he tax deductible.

(ii) levy Oil all imports except Rice, Sugar. Automobile and
all I!UI!-tiLXchargeahle items

(i!') 5';{ from the registratioIl fees ofal: MSMEs,

(I) 5'i{ on all luxurx guodS/itellls.

(I'i) I() 'X of all rl'c()\l'rl'd fUIIds:

(in such monic-, that mav he r,lIsed alldior cOlltributed specifically for the
MS.~lLs hy private investors both local and foreigll. LGA, State and
Federal Governments:

(c) special grants from development partners and international
organizations and agencies:

(d) donations to the Fund:

(e) budgetary apprOprIatIon especially allocated by the Federal
Government to the Fund:

(/) interests earned on the Fund:

(8) Federal Government Bonds: and

(Iz) such other monies <:IS may, from time to time, accrue to the Fund.
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(2) The National Enterprise Development Fund shall be dedicated to the specific
needs of MSMEs tHon, Abu/JOkar Husaini Moriki - Shillka/ilZurmi Federal

COllstituency) .

QlIl!SliO/l that Clause 33 stands part or the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 34:
Vlanagement of the National Enterprise Development Fund.
( 1 ) For the purpose of administering the fund established under section 28 of this

Bill. there is established a body to be known as the National Enterprise
Development Fund Management Council (in this Bill reterred to as the
'Council') which shall subject to the provisions of this Bill have general

control over the management of the Fund.

(2) The Council established under section (1) of this section shall consist of the

following Members -

(a) a Chairman;

(b) the Chairman of the Governing Board of the Agency;

(c) a representative each of the following Federal Ministries and

Agencies -

(i) Federal Ministry of Industry. Trade and Investment.

(ii) Federal Ministry of Finance.

(iii) the Central Bank of Nigeria.

(iv) Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS)'

(v) Corporate Atlairs Commission (CAC)' and

(I'n Nigerian Custom Serv ices:

((I) Nigerian Association of Chambers otTommerce Industry. Mines and

Agriculture (NACCIMA): and

(I!) the Director-General of the Agency who shall be the Secretary to the

Council.

(3) The Chairman and other Members of the Council shall be appointed by the

President.

(4) The Council shall be responsible for -

the provision of operational guidelines. appointment of Fund
~lanagers and the general adrninistration and management of the

Fund:

(IJ )
recelvll1g all monies. aids. grants. gifts. bequests. endowments.
donations or assistance accruing to the fund:

(e)
determininl! pcrs{)I1Sor MSMFs entitled lOhcridit from the fund;, ..... '-:' -r ,--:- - '.:--;,

~"
~}~",.',
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(d) disbursing monies from the fund to such persons or MSMEs on
criteria approved by the Governing Board of the Agency:

(e) investing monies accruing to the Fund in viable ventures.

(5) Subject to the provisions of subsection (5) of this section, a member of the
Council, other than an ex-officio Member. shall hold office for a term of
three years in the first instance and may be eligible for re-appointment for
another term of three years and no more.

(6) A member of the Council shall cease to hold office if -

(0) his term of office expires:

(/J) he resigns his office by a notice in writing under his hand addressed
to the Minister:

(e) he dies:

(d) he is incapable of carrying out his duties due to mental or physical

infirmity:

(e) he has been declared bankrupt or he makes compromise with his

creditors: .
he has been convicted of a felony or any offence involving

dishonesty:

([!) he is guilty (If gross misconduct relating to his duties:

the President directs the removal of the member upon being satisfied
that it is not in the interest of the Agency, Council of public for the
person to continue in office as a member of the Council; .or

(i) in the case of an ex-officio member, he ceases to hold the office on
the basis of which he became a member of the Council.

(7) The Council shall meet at least four times in a year and on such other
occasions as sit may consider necessary.

(8) The Council shall may in respect of meetings referred to in subsection 7 of

this section -

((I) make rules and standing orders to regulate its proceedings or those

of its committees:

(iJ) co-opt any person to assist it in carrying out its assignments under
this Bill , provided that a co-opted member shall not have the right to
vote at its meetings: and

(e) appoint or more committees to carry out'. functions on its behalf.



2,5M Thursday, 12 April, 2018 :";0.92

(l)) Till' Council shall iuake re~ulati()ns and issue ~uidelines for the manaucment
o l the lund cxtahlixhcd under suh-ccuon (I) oj this section and related
lIlattns (11011, Abubakar l lusnini Jlollkl Sltlllk(/li.~IIII//1 Fetlcr«!
COIISIII111'11(\'),

QIIClllol1 111iI1('/II11\(' J--l ,1{1II1i/1 pur! ofth« HI/I - Agreed to.

('Iallsl' 35: !':stalJlishIllCIlI of' the Central Rcgi,str,' for 'IS'IEs.
llu.rc IS cxtahl ixhcd a Central Re~lstry for .\1S;\.'1 L, (in this Bill refnred 10 as "till'
«eglstr:- ") IIhicl. shall he operated h:- till' A~eIIL) ior tlie purpose or registering
rvlSrv1 Ls operating in Nigeria (1/011, 11/J/1/Jukll/' t lusaini ,'V/o}'iki-- Shinkafi/Zunni
Fec/N({I COII.l'IIIi{(,IIc\'),

Question 11/,/1C/(/III!' 35 ,IIi/III/.' 1}(f1'! oj rite Hili - Agreed to.

Clallse 36: The Registrar-Gl'lll'ral and other staff of the Registry.
I,I) Till' Director-Genera) of the Agency shall he the Registrar of the Registry

and rcxponsihle for rc~islniI1~ MSMEs,

! -' i l'Ill' SeCfl'tdn t() till' Board shall be the Deputy Rcg istrar of the Central
i<.e:.!ISII\

(J) The Board shall appoint other olTicns to assist till' Registrar in the dischar~e
of his duties under this Bill (/1011, ibubal:ar l tusaini Moriki
.r.;llllIkuli/~lIl'1l1i Fed era! Constitucncv i

QIIClIiOIl 11/(/1OUII.IC 36 stands I}(I/'I of the Hill - Agreed 10.

Claus« 37: Power to make Regulations for the Central Rt.'gistry.
Till' ,\gl'ncy shall maki: such regulations and rules as are necessary for the day 10 day
operations ofthe Central Rc~istry (1/011, /1/J1I/}({ku/' llusaini Morik! - Sltillkali/~ll/'ll/i
Fed era! Constituenrvv

QlleSlioll 111iI1Clause 37 stands pun ofthe 8ill- Agreed to.

Clause 38:

P\RI IX ,~ ,\1rsCIII..·\,'\I()t 'S

Limitation of Suits against the Agcncj.
( I) Notwithstanding anything contained In any other law or enactment, no suit

shall lie or be instituted in any court against any member of the Board,
the Director-General or any other officl'l or cmployces of the Agcncy for allY
act done in purxuancc or execution of this Bill or any other law, enactment
or of any public duty or authoruv in rexpcct oj allY alleged nc~lect or default
In the execution of this Bill or any other enactment or law, duty or authority
uulcs-, it IS conuncnccd

(U) \\ itlrin tlirL'L' IIIUlllllS ,till'! tIll' .ut \)J dc tault complained o l; or

1/) I 111 till' ldSL' \)1 d lUlII!!iUall()ll of dallla~L' or injury. within six monrh-,
.u tcr the Cl"!'!ll~ thereof
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(2) No suit shall be commenced against the Council before the expiration of a
period of one-month after a written notice of intention to commence the suit
had been served on the Council by the intending plaintiff or his agent and the
notice shall clcarh state the

(II) cause of action:

(in particulars of the claim:

(c) name and place of abode of the intending plaintiff: and

(d) relief which he claims tl lon. Abll!Jakor ttusaini Motiki >

Shinkafi /Zurmi Federal Consti tuencvs .

Ql/eSriOIl ttuit Cia lise 38 stands parr o] the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 39: Service of Pre-action notice and other documents.
T11e notice referred to in subsection (1) and (2) of section 29 of this Bill and any
sumIllons. notice or other document required or authorized to be served on the
Agency under this Bill or any other law. may be served by-

(a) delivering it to the Director-Ceneral: or

(IJ) sending it by registered post addressed to the Director-Ceneral at the Head
Office of the Agency (/1011. A/JII/){{k(fr I/llsuilli .\I1oriki SJllllkafi/~/II'}//i

Federal COllsrifllelln').

Question tluu Clouse 39 stands parr of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 40: Restriction on execution against property of the Agency.
( 1) In any or suit against the Agency. no execution shall be levied or attachment

process issued against the Agency unless not less than 30 days' notice of the
intention to execute or attach has been given to the Agency.

(2) Any sum of money which by the judgment of any court has been awarded
against the Agency shall. subject to any direction given by the court where
.no notice of appeal against the judgment has been given. be paid from the
fund of the Agency (Ilon. Abubaker Husaini Moriki - ShillkajilZurllli

Federal COllsriTUenCy).

Question that Clause 40 stands part o] the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 41: Indemnity of officers of the Agency.
A member of the Agency. Board. Council. Chairman, Director-GeneraL officer or
employee of the AgencY'shall be indemnified out of the assets' of the Agency against
ail: li'ahilit\ incurred bv him in defending any proceedings. whether civil or criminal
brought against him in his capacity as a member of the Agency. Board. Council,
Chairman. officer or employee of the Agency where the act complained of is not ultra
vires his powers il lon, AIJIII)(/kur Husaini Moriki >: Shillkati/Zurllli Federal

COlIsriruencY) .

Question that Clause 41 stands part (;I the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 42: Prohibition of insider dealing or trading.
( 1) A member of the Board. the Director General, or any officer or employee of

the Agency shall -
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((I) not for hi, per,onal gain, make use of any information which has
C(llIll' t(i Ill, kllowledge III till' exercise oj his duty, or is obtained by
hin: III till' ordilldr.\ cour «, ur his duty as a member of the Board or
.IS till' i)lrl'ctU! Cielll'r;t1, (lITicL'r or L'lIlplu) ce of the Agellcy:

(ii) treat a, cOllfidentlal all\ information which has come to his
knowledge in the exercise of power or is obtained by him in the
performance of his duties under the Act:

(c) not disclose any information referred to under paragraph (b) of this
subsection, except when required to do so by a court or in such other
circumstances as may be prescribed by the Board from time to time

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of subsectioll (I) of this section
comrnir-, an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less than
N:'i(),()()() or imprisonment term not exceeding 2 years or to both such fine
allLI inipri sorun« nt (11011.1 bl/I}({I\II J l iusuin i .HOFiki - Shinka]; /%1/ rmi Fedcra!
{'(iIlSlIllli'lIC\ )

Question tlun Clause 42 stands pun oftl:« 8ill _ Agreed to.

C1aLJ~e ·B: Directives by the Minister.

(U) The Minister may give to the Age!1cy or the Direct()r General such directives
of a nature or relating to matters of policy witl: regard to the exercise of his
Iunction-, as he may consider necessary and it shall be the duty of the Agency
or the Director General to comply with the directive or cause them to be
c()mplied with in the like manner. the Director General may suggest to the
minister or draw the attention of the minister to any government policy that
may be considered Counter-productive to the functions, policy or goals of the
agency and may by such actions suggest better ways of improving them,

(ii) For thc purpose of this Bill, the minister may suggest to any minister ways
of collaborations in pursuit of the noble objectives of the agency and for same
purposes point out areas of conflict and how to avoid them and for such
purpose forward a blue print on areas of collaboration (/1011, Abubakar
Husain! Moriki - Shillkaji /%lIolli Federal COlIslilllellC\'),

Question IflUl Claus« -13 s/{Illds pan ofttu: Bill _ Agreed to.

Clause .•.•: Regulations, Rules and Guidelines.

Till' Agl'llcy may, wi til the approval of the :\1 inistl'r. make such regulations as
Ill'Cl'SSan or cxpcdicm for glvillg full effect t() tile pru\'lsiollS of till' Act and for the
dUl' ;llilllilll<;tLltIOIl of its prOl isi(llh

(iI) 1\(1[\\ ItiJ,tdlldilig the pm\l,!()n 01 tim Bill or any other law, it shall be
lllil;m lui to IlldIlildlldk- t!~ldl'rs. ~lrtl"'IIlS. Illdrkl't women who are lawfull,
pl.\ Illg their trade or lor allY k ind (if cnforcemcm cause them bodily hann or
IIlIUrIl's or all) form of action that may Ill' dl'humani/lng to their human
dignity:

any person found to have contravene this section may upon conviction be
liable to a fine of N 150,O()() or five years imprisonllle!1[ Of both,
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(iJ) it shall he unlawful under this Bill III confiscate, seil.e or appropnate
commodities, items, tools or wares ncloug ing to ordinary traders, artisans or
market women: or act with intend to divert or convert to personal usc. items
or commodities helong to them:

a person found to have contravene this section shall upon conviction. be liable to a
fine of NISO,llO() or five years imprisonment (11011. AI)/{I)(lk({r t iusaini Moriki-

S'lllllk({!i 1/./lI"Ilii Federa! COIISlilllf!lIn').

(jl/('\II<!II 111£11('/UI/I(' ·11 SI({IIi11 purl of tli« Hill - Agreed to.

Clause -l5: Presl:rihl'<l Fees.Tile ,\genc\ shall in consultation \\Ith the Bo(\\'d. b~ notice published in the Gazette.
prescribe the fees to be charged in respect 0\ licenses issued under the ACL renewal
of licenses and carrying out and pcrfllrming such other functions conferred on it
under this Bill or by regulations made pursuant to this Bill (lioll. AIJIII)(/kur ttusaini

V/(!Iiki Sllillk({!ii/./lI"Illi Fcder«! COl/llill/Clln)

(jf{('lliOIl ituit ('I({llscIS SI({lIcil I)UrI of 11f(' Bil! - Agreed to.

Iuur pr et a t ion.
In tillS Btll--

"Agency" means the Small and Medium El1lerprise Development Agency of Nigeria
estahlished under section 301' this Bill (/1011. AIJlI/Jakar /fusoilli /Vloriki -

SllIlIku/i //lmll t-cderal COlIsliIUI'II(\') "

(jUI'IliOIl ttuu itie meaning of 1/7f!word 'Agf!IIC\" 1)(' ({I dc/illf!d ill 111f!illlf!ljJrf!{(llioll

to this {jill - Agreed to.

",\rtis(lnS' means skilled labourers (I Ion. /1hu/)(fka/' t tusaini Morik! -- Sflillka/i/Z/ll"llIi

tcdera! CUl/llilu(,lIn).

Question tluu 111f!II i« (/I I ill i·; of III(' word "Arlisolls" be as de/illf!d ill 111f!ill{(!/jJrewlioll

to this Hill - Agreed to.

"BDS' means Business Development Services which include capacity Building,
\klltllrlllg counseling. and other related activities (1/011. Alml)(lkar ttusaini Monk!

'l11l1l1"I/i /.11/11li /-('1/('/(// CUlIslifIl('l/n)

(jlll'\{{(i1l tlutt ih« 1I1('({l/il/,~ of the obiJrcl'ialioll 'iBDS" be as de/il/ed ill II/f!

inu-rprcuuun! {(I this Bill - Agreed to.

"B DS Ps" means Business Development Service Providers (Holl. Abubakar Husaini
/Vloriki- Shillkaji/Zurmi Federal COllstituenrv).

QIlf!SliOIl that The meaning of the abbreviation "BDSPs" be as defined in the

il/lerprNOlioll to this Bill - Agreed to.

"B()ard" means the Governing Board established for the Agency under section 4 of
this Bill (1/0/1. Alm/Jokar l lusaini Moriki - Shinka/ilZurmi Federal Constituency).

(j/{l'Ili(}l1 [IWI III(' iueoniu': o!thf! word "Board" be (/.1 defined ill The illTerpreWlioll 10

tlu: IWI -- /\greed /0.
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"Board of Trustees" means [he people responsible for making rules and financial
decisions on behalf of the Fund Trust tHon, Abubaknr Husaini Moriki _
.)·hillka/i/~/{nlli Federal COI/.Will/ellCV).

QlleSlioll 11/(11the ",ealling of Ihe words "Board of Trustees .. be as defined ill the
IlIlelj)re!{/lioll 10 this Bill - Agreed to.

'C!USln" means 10 grour or organize into groups for the sole purrOSl' of achieving
L'UJIlOIIlIC hencfils (11011 .. ·I!Jub{[klll l Iusaini Moriki "r.;hillk{//i/~lInlli FederalC '011.11 iliWlI1 or).

QlleSlioll 111111tlt« ",eollillg ofthe word ""Cluster" be as de/illed ill tlt« illfelprefmioll
to tlti: IJiI/ - Agreed to.

"!.uxurv Goods" means goods for which demand increases more than Proportionally.
illC()llle or positional goods (1/011. Abllbakar l Iusaini Moriki .~ Shillka/i/~ltrll/iI-(,(/I'/"{/I COIiSfirlll'lI{'\")

Qllesfioll tltat the II/eal/illg of the words "/~{(xulT Goods" be ([.I' dejined III the
illleiprermioll to this Bill - Agreed to.

",'vi arket Women" means women traders (11011. Abubakar Husain! Moriki _
Shillk(//i/~lInlli Fedeml COllsrililelln')

Ouestion tlia: the meaning of the words "Market Women" be as defined ill the
ilifellHerllfioli to this Bill - Agreed to.

":\1illlstn' means the Minister ill charge with the respollsibility for Industries. Trade
and InVestll1elll and Micro. Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) Ulon. Abubakar
l lusain, Moriki SllIlIkaji/~urll/i Federal COII.lliflleIlCV).

QlleSlioli tlta; tlt« IIlewlilig oftti« l1'ord "Millisler" be as de/ill I'd ill th« interpretan.»,
To tltis Bill - Agreed to.

'.\ \ ('( 1:\1,\' \ ;illt JlI:J!('I!dlllhn IIf( '()IIIIIICTLL"IlldustJ·,' M illes and ag ricultu rc (11011.
Ihlt/iU/U/ //illllIlIl J10nkl SIIIl//uji;)lIl11li FedI'm! ('ollsrilllell('\,).

Qtustirn, tlun rltc III('allilig o] rill' 1I/J1)r(,limiuli ".:\1 (·Cl.vrl " he (IS de/ill I'd ill rite
• illfeljJl'eTmioll to this Bill - Agreed to.

"NASSIMA" means National Association of Small Scale Industrialists and
Manu facturl'rs Association (11011, Abubakar l lttsaini Moriki -- Shillka/i!~llrlJli FederalCOllsritllencr) .

Ouestion that the II/emlillg of the abbrCl'iarioll "NASSIMA" be as defined ill the
illferprefatioll to this Bill - Agreed to.

"President" means the Presldell! of the l'ednaJ Rcpubln- of Nigeria t l lcru, Abubakar
l Iusaini Morik! 5'hinka/i/~lInlii Federat COlisriTllell('\,).

QlleSfioli that the lIIeaning offhe word "l'rcsident " be as defined ill the illferpretaliOIl
to fhis Bill - Agreed to.

"S ME DA N" as an acronym that means Small and Med iurn blterprises Development
Agency of Nigeria (11011. Abll!Jakar l Iusaini Moriki _ Shillka/i/~urll/i Federal( 'ollllirllellC\').
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Qiu-stiou 1111I1 III(' I//('{/Ilillg ojth« abbreviation "SM/:DAN" be as defined ill the
II/lCI"/JU'llIlI(}1I 10 1111.1Bill - Agreed to.

'I rudcrs" means small scale traders (/1011. Abubakar l lusaini Moriki -
Sllillf..:lI/i/llrllli l-ederal Constitnencvv.

Q/i(11/1!1I then tli« JI"'(/lIill,~ oj IIII' \\()Ic/'/lilc/cl'.\ " lu: i t: de/ill I'd ill IIIC illlCljJletulioll

[i! [111.\ 13i1[ - Agreed to,

QIIl'IlIOIl 111lI1 ('/(//1.\(, -+6 .11011(/.1part of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause .t7: Repeal and Savings Provisions.
( I) The Small and Medium Industries Development Agency (Estahlishment) Act

20m (as amended) and the Small and Medium Scale Enterprises
Development Agency (Amendment) Act, 20()4 is repealed: and

(2) Without prejudice to section 6- of the lnrerprcuuion ACL the repeal of tJ.1e
AdS specified under this subsection (I) of this section. shall not affect
anything done under or pursuant to the Acts:

c~) l.vcrv regulation. order. requirement certificate. notice. direction. decision.
authorization, consent. application. request or thing made. issued. given or
done under the repealed Acts shall. if in force at the commencement of this
Bill. continue to be in force and have effect as if made. issued. given or done
under the correspullding provisions of this Bill.

I ~) \11 ,lsSctS. funds. rl'S()UI'Cl'S and u!lIl') Illl)\ able and immovable property
\\ luch . inuucdi.nclv before tlIe CUIlllllellcellleli! of this Bill. vested in the
1()\llle)\~L'11C\ sli,JiI h , \ lillie (l\ tlll~ Bill ,IIll! \\ iihout further assurance be
\ lslcd III tl«. .\~ellc\ estdhllsllcd uudc: tillS Bill

I)) l.vcrv reference III the funnel' Agellcy. Huard. Minister. Director-General.
Board Chairman or any person under their control or a document issued in
the name of the former Agency. Board. Minister, Director-General,
Chairman of the former Board or employee of the former Agency shall he
read, unless the context otherwise requires. as a reference to the Agency,
Minister. Board. Director-General. Chairman or an employee of the Agency
established under this Bill. as the case may he (//011. Abubakar Husaini
Moriki - Shinkafi/Zunni Federal Coustituencvv.

Question 1111I1Clause 47 stands part of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause .t8: Transitional Provisions.
( I) Subject to the provisions of this Bill. the Director-General of the Agency

established under the repealed Act is deemed to have been transferred to the
Agency established under this Bill under the same conditions as
Di rector-General.

(2) Anv person who irmncdiatcly before the commencement of this Bill was a
stall of the Agency established LInder the repealed Act shall continue in office
and be deemed to have been appointed under this Bill for purposes of
Pension.

(3) Properties held immediately before the commencement date of this Bill on
behalf of the Agency by any person shall be virtue of this Bill, be vested in
the Agellcy established under this Bill.
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(4) The Agency established this Bill shall be subject to all the obligations and
liabilities to which the former Agency was subject immediately before the
Commenccmem of this Bill and all other persons shall have the same rights,
powers and remedies against the Agency established by this Bill as they had
against the Agency immediately before the commenccmenr of this Bill.

(5) A ny proceeding or cause or action pending or existing immediately before the
commencement of this Bill by or against the Agency established under the
repealed Act in respect of any right, interest, obligation or liability of the
Agency Illay be continued or commenced as the case may be, and any
determination of a court of law, tribunal or other Commission or person may
be enforced by, or against the Agency established by this Bill to the same
extent that such proceeding, cause of action or determination might have been
continued. commenced or enforced by or against the Agency as if this Bill
had not been made.

(6) As from the commencement of this Bill, any disciplinary proceeding pending
or existing against any employee of the Agency shall be continued and
completed by the Agency established under this Bill (Hon. Abubakar Husaini
Moriki - ShinkajilZurmi Federal COllstituency).

Question that Clause 48 stands parr of the Bill - Agreed to.

Clause 49: Short Title.

This Bill may be cited as the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of
Nigeria (Establishment, etc.) BilL 2018 ('IIon. Abu';akar Husaini Mo;iki _
Shillkaji //'u rmi Federal Constituencvv

Quest/OIl tluu Clause 4Y stands part ofthe Bill - Agreed to.

SCHEDULE

SUPPLI,MENTARY PROVISI.ONS RELATING TO TilE BOARD, ETC.

Proceedings of the Board

I. ( I)
Subject to the provisions of this Bill, the Board may make standing orders regulating
its proceedings or any of its committees thereof.

(2) Questions for determinations shall bedecided by H majority of the members present
and voting thereon and. in the event of equality of votes, the chairman, shall have a
second ctr casting vote

(3) Standing orders made for a committee shall provide for the committee to report to the
Board on any matter referred to it by the Board.

(4) The quorum of the Board shall be one-third of the members of the Board and the
. quorum of a committee of the Board shall he fixed by the Board.

(5) The Board may invite any person to attend and participate at any of its meetings
provided that a person so co-opted shall only be in attendance and shall not count
towards the quorum or vote at the meeting.
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Meetings of the Boord

(1 ) Subject to the provisions of any standing orders of the Board, the Board shall meet
whenever it is summoned by the chairman or if the chairman is requested to do so,
by notice in writing given to him by not less than five other members, he shall
summon a meeting of the Board to be held within fourteen days from the date on

which the notice is given.

(2) At any meeting of the Board, the Chairman shall preside or in his absence, the
members present at the meeting, shall appoint one of their members to preside.

(3) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any person on a particular matter, the
Board may co-opt him as a member for such period as the Board thinks fit, but a
person who is a member by virtue of this paragraph shall not be entitled to vote at the

meeting and shall not count towards the quorum.

(4) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this paragraph, the inaugural
meeting of the Board shall be summoned by the Minister.

Committees

(1 ) lhc Board may appoint one or n},OI"Ccommittees to carry out on behalf of the Board
such i'tII1ctillll:-;as the 'Hoard lll~l\ determine,

(2) A Committee appointed under this paragraph shall consist of the number of persons
determined by the Board of whom 110tmore than two thirds may be persons who are

not members of the Board.

(::I) A person other than a member of the Board shall hold office on the committee in
accordance with the terms of the letter by which he is appointed ..

(4) A decision of a committee of the Board shall be of no effect until it is confirmed by

[he Board,

Miscelianeous

4, (1 ) The fixing of the seal of the Board shall be authenticated by the signature of the
chairman. the Director-General. Regisuar-Gener')L Board Secretary or any other
members of the Board authorized generally or, specially by the Board to act for that

purpose,

(2) Anv contract or instrument which, if made or executed by a person not being a body
curporate. would not be required to be scaled. may he made or executed on behalf
()f the Board. by any per son geIlerally or specially authorized by the Act, for that

purpose by the Board,

(3) Any document purporting to be a document duly executed under the seal of the
Agency shall be received in evidence and shall, unless the contrary is proved, be

deemed to be so executed.

(4) The val idity of any proceedings of the Board or of a committee of the Board shall not
be adversely affected by any vacancy in membership of the Board or by any defect
in the appointment of a member, of the Board or of a person to serve on the
committee. or by reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in the

proceedings.



2,57~ ----------------- '_r_h_1I_,._s_d_a~'_,_1_2__A~p_,._il~,_2-{-}1-8-- '_'_0_._9_2

(5) Any memher of the Board and any person holding office on a committee of the
Board, who hasa personal interest in any contract or arrangement entered into or
proposed to be considered by the Board or a committee thereof shall disclose his
interest, and shall not vote on any question relating to the contract or arrangement.

(6) A person shall not by reason only of his membership of the Board be treated as
hUlding an office in the public service uf the Federation (f/oll.'1bll/Jokar l lusaini
Moriki - SlIinkajilZurllli Federal Constituencvv

{jlleSlioll that lite provisions ofthe Schedule stolid par! oj'llle Bill __ Agreed to.

Explauator'Y "It'ulOnmdlllll:

(nil's Mel/limll/(/1I1/1 does lIotj(JrIll parr oftlte above Bill bill is intendea 10 explain its jJllljJOr!)

This Bill seeks to establish the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria to
rl'gulate. ()\C/scc, coordinate. lJlonitoring and evaluate the developlllclllal activities and operations of
the Micro Snlall and Medium ElIlerprises in Nigeria' and provide a regulatory and institutional
frallll.'\\Ufk lUI IUUtl induslfldliz(ltion. poverrv al!cviati()lI and eradication. technology acquisition and
adaptation. lull crcLltl()ll and sustainable livelihood in Nigeria and for other related matters (/lOll .
.'l/JttII{!kil/' IllIs!IIlIit1oUki .)'fllllkajiILllrllli Federal COlIslilliellc\')

Agreed to.

Long Title:

A Bill rur an Act to Repeal the Small and Medium Scale Industries Development Agency
(Lstaillislllllen!) Act. 2()03 and to Re-enact the Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency
111\'1!-,ni~1(.')\11·l)AN) and Other Related Maners (fIBs S03 and SOS) (/10// I1bu/Jakarf/lIsai//iA1oriki

SII/uka]] //( nui Fer/end CO//Srillle!lcr).

Agreed to .

Ci/IIII'II/III! II! npun 8/11.

Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair, reported that the House in Comrnineo of the Whole considered the
Rcpor: ()f thc COll1mi!!el' Oil Industry Oil a Bill for an Act to Repeal the Small and Medium Scale
Industries DevelopmeIlt Agency (Estahlishmenl) Act. 200} and Establish the Small and Medium
Lntnprlscs l)n clopmcni Agency pi Nigeria to Regulate, Oversee. Coordinate. Monitor and Evaluate
the Dev elopllleIllal Activities and Operation of the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises in Nigeria
and Amend till' Slllall and Medium Scale Enterprises Development Agency Act to Expressly Provide
the .\geIlc.\ WIth Powcr-, tll Pwtect Artisans. Market Women and Traders and to Organize thcrn into
Clusters lor Optimum Benefits and for Related Matters (liB. S03 and liB. 8(8) and approved Clauses
I - 49. the Schedule. the Explanatory Memorandum, and the Long Title of the Bill.

Question film the f/ouse do adopt the Reporr of {he Commirtee of the Whole _ Agreed to.

14. Adjounllllt'nt

Tluu the /lollse do adjourn {ill Tuesday, 17 April, 2018 at 11.00 a.m, iHon, Mohunnnea Tahir
Mouguno - MOllgulloIMar!cINgan;.ai Federal COllsrirucl/cv).

The l lous« adjourned accordillgiv at 1,39 p.m.

'Yakuhu Dogara
Speaker

.-
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