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BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal

Republic of'Nigeria as follow:
L

The Electora] Act 2010 referred to ip this

Bill as the Principal
Actisamended as follows: ‘

2. Section 8(1) of the Pripe: i i i
(1) ofthe | Fincipal Act is amended by Inserting a syp- Amendmeny of
Section §

section “¢”
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“Tenure of
Secretary and
Staff of the
Commission™

Amendment of
Section 13

Amendment of
Section 18

Amendment of
Section 28

Amendment of
Section 31

Amendment of
Section 52

Amendment of
Section 77

[38)
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“(C). hold oftice for a period of 4 (four) year from the date of his
appointment which may be renewable for another period of 4 (four) years
only”.

3, Seétion 130fthe principal Actis amended by:

(1) inserting immediately after the word “by™ in ,line 2 the words ~a
copy of”;

(ii) substituting the figure “30” in line 2 with the figure “60”.

4. Section 18 of the Principal Act is amended in sub-section (1) by
substituting the word "thirty" and figure “30” in line 2 with the word “sixly”
and the figure “60”.

5. Section 28(1) of the Principal Act is amended by substituting the
words “the High Court” in line 2 with the words “any court of law or
Commissioner for Oaths.”

6. Section 31 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for
subsection (1), anew subsection (1):

“(1) Subject to the provisions of Section 87 of this Act, ¢cvery political
party shall, not later than 60 days before the date appointed for an election
under the provisions of this Act, submit to the Commission, in the prescribed
forms, the list of the candidates the party proposes to sponsor at the election”.

7. Section 52 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting sub-
section (2) with anew sub-section “2”:

“(2) Voting at an election under this Act shall be in accordance with
the procedure determined by the Independent National Electoral
Commission”.

8. Section 77 of the Principal Act is amended by substituting for
subsection (1)anew subsection (1):

“77(1) The Resident Electoral Commissioner, in a State where an
election is conducted, shall, within 14 days after an application is made to him
by any of the parties to an election petition, cause certificd true copy of such

document to be issued to the said party”.
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9. Section 111 of the Principal Act is amended in subsections “3”,
“6” and “7”, by substituting for the figure “7” the figure “ 14”,

10. Insert immediately after the existing Section 115 new Sections
“l15A-115B”

“Permanent Incapacity of Chairman or Vice Chairman of an Area Council”:
115A (1) The Chairman or Vice Chairman of Area Council shall
cease to hold office if:

(a) by resolution passed by two-thirds majority of all members of
the Executive Council of the Area Council, it is declared that the Chairman
or Vice Chairman is incapable of discharging the functions ofﬁis office; and

(b) the declaration in paragraph (a) of this subsection is verified
after such medical examination panel established under subsection (4) of
this section in its report to the Speaker of the Area Legislative Council.

(2) Where the medical panel certifies in its report that in its opinion
the Chairman or Vice Chairman is suffering from such infirmity of body or
mind as renders him permanently incapable of discharging the functions of
his office, a notice thereof signed by the Speaker of the Area Legislative
Council shall be published in the Official Gazette of the Area Council.

(3) The Chairman or Vice Chairman shall cease to hold office as
from the date of publication of the notice of the medical report pursuant to
subsection (2) of this section,

(4) The medical panel to which this section relates shall be
appoiﬁted by the Speaker of the Area Legislative Council and shall.consist
offive medical practitioners in Nigeria:

(a) one of whom shall be the personal physician of the holder of the
office concerned; and

(b) four otﬁer medical practitioners who have; in the opinion of the
Speaker of the Area Legislative Council, attained a high degree of eminence
in the field of medicine relative to the nature of examination to be conducted

in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this section.

Amendment of
Section 111

Insertion of new
Sections
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Amendment of
Section 123

[\

1; 18

) In this section, the reference to Executive Council of the Arca
Council' is a reference to the body of supervisory councilors of the Area
Counéil, established by the Chairman and charged with such responsibility tor
the ﬁmcﬁons of government as the Chairman may direct.
“Discharge of Functions of Chairman or Vice Chairman of' an Area Council:

115B (1) The Vice-Chairman of an Area Council shall hold the office
of the Chairman of the Area Council if the office of the Chairman becomes
vacant by reason of death, resignation, permanent incapacity or removal of the
Chairman from office for any other reason in accordance with section 115 or
116 ofthis Act.

(2) Where any vacancy occurs in the circumstances mentioned in
subsection ( 1) ofthis section during a period when the office of Vice-Chairman
of the Area Council is also vacant, the Speaker of the Area Legislative Council
shall hold office of the Chairman of the Area Council for a period ol not less
than three months, during which there shall be an election of a new Chairman
of the Area Council who shall hold office for the unexpired term of office of the
last holder of the office.

(3) Where the office of the Vice-Chairman becomes vacant:
(a) by reason of death, resignation, permanent incapacity or removal

inaccordance with section 115 or 116 of this Act;

(b) by his assumption of the office of Chairman of an Area Council in
accordance with subsection (1) of this section; or

(c) for any reason, the Chairman shall nominate and with the approval
of the legislative arm of the Area Council, appointanew Vice-Chairman.”

11. Section 123 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting new
subsection “3A” immediately after subsection 3:

“(3A). Any Polling Officer, Political Party or Party Agent who
conspire to make false declaration of result of an election commits an offence

and is liable on conviction to 36 months imprisonment.”
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12. Scction 133 of the Principal Act is amended in subsection (3)(a)
by substituting the figure “ 147, with the figure “30™.

13. Section 135 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting new
subsections “4” and “5”:

“(4) The Chairman and other members of the area Council Election
Tribunal shall be appointed by the Chiel Judge of the High Court of the
[Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

(5) The Area Council Election Tribunal shall:

(a) be constituted not later than 21 days before the election; and

(b) when constituted, open their registries for business not later
than 8 days before the election.”

14. Section 136 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting new
subsections “5”,“6” and “7”:

“(5) The Chairman and other members of the Arca Council
Election Appeal Tribunal shall be appointed by the Chief Judoe of the High
Courtof'the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

(6) The Area Council Election Appeal Tribunal shall:

(a) be constituted not later than 14 days before the election; and (b)
when constituted, open their registrics for business not later than 30 days
after the election.

(7) The Quorum of the Areca Council Election Appeal Tribunal
when hearing any appeal from decisions of the Area Council Election
Tribunal shall be all three members of the Appeal Tribunal.”

5. Paragraph 51 of the First Schedule of the Principal Act is
amended by deleting subparagraph “1” and “2”.

16. This Bill may be cited as Electoral Act Amendment Bill, 20 14.
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[EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeks to further amend the Electoral Act, 2010 to among, other things
provide for the tenure of Office of the Secretary, Power of INEC to issue
duplicate voters card, Determine voting procedure; and the appointment and

members of the Area Council Election Appeals Tribunal.



