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A VOTER’S GUIDE TO PARTICIPATION IN THE 2015 GENERAL ELECTION

INTRODUCTION
 » dŚĞ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů��ůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�EŝŐĞƌŝĂ�ŝƐ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

ϭϵϵϵ��ŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů�ZĞƉƵďůŝĐ�ŽĨ�EŝŐĞƌŝĂ�;ĂƐ�ĂŵĞŶĚĞĚͿ,
           as well as the Electoral Act 2010 (as amended). Both provide the�

ůĞŐĂů�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�
FeĚĞƌĂů͕�StĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�AƌĞĂ�ĐŽƵŶĐŝů�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�EŝŐĞƌŝĂ͘

 » dŚĞ�/ŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ůĞĐƚŽƌĂů��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�;/E��Ϳ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ďǇ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϭϱϯ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϵϵ��ŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉŽǁĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘

 » dŚƵƐ͕� ƚŚĞ� ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� ǀŽƚĞƌƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ� ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ� ĂƌĞ�
ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�/NEC͘
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STEPS TO VOTE IN THE ELECTION

VOTER REGISTRATION:

Step 1͗����EŝŐĞƌŝĂŶ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ͕�identifies the nearest�
Polling/Registration Unit to his location͘

Step 2͗�dŚĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ŐŽĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�WŽůůŝŶŐ/Registration�hŶŝƚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ

Step 3͗�dŚĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚŝƐͬŚĞƌ�ƉŝĐƚƵƌĞ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐͬŚĞƌ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ�
ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞĚ͘

Step 4͗�dŚĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�Ă�Permanent sŽƚĞƌs' CĂƌĚ (PVC) ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ŵĂŬĞƐ�ŚŝŵͬŚĞƌ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ�ŽŶ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ĚĂǇ͘

ELECTION DAY:

STAGE 1:  ACCREDITATION (8:00am  - 1:00pm)
Step 1͗� 'Ž� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� WŽůůŝŶŐ� hŶŝƚ� ǇŽƵ� ǁĞƌĞ� ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ� ǁŝƚŚ� ǇŽƵƌ� PVC�
ĂnĚ�ũŽŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĞƵĞ.

Step 2͗�WƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�PsC ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�/E���ŽĸĐŝĂů�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�that your name is
in ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ.

Step 3͗�zŽƵƌ�ĮŶŐĞƌ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶŬ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚeĚ͘ Accreditation is usually set out by INEC.

STAGE 2: VOTING (1:00pm)
Step 1͗�:ŽŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĞƵĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƐƟŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǀŽƚĞ.
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Step 2:  When it gets to your turn, ensure your name is ticked in the voter
register.

Step 3͗�zŽƵ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�Ă�ďĂůůŽƚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ůŝƐƟŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�ƉĂƌƟĞƐ.

Step 4͗��ŶƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽŽƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞůĞĐƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ�ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ.

Step 5͗�WůĂĐĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďĂůůŽƚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂůůŽƚ�ďŽǆ.�

Voting time is usually designated and set to take place after accreditation.
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A VOTER’S GUIDE TO PARTICIPATION IN THE 2015 GENERAL ELECTION

 » �ǀĞƌǇ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ŽĨ�EŝŐĞƌŝĂ͕�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ĂƩĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�
ĞŝŐŚƚĞĞŶ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�EŝŐĞƌŝĂ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�ŝƐ�ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ĂƐ�
Ă�ǀŽƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͘

��ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ĐĂŶ�ŽŶůǇ�ƋƵĂůŝĨǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ĂƐ�Ă�ǀŽƚĞƌ�ŝĨ�ŚĞͬƐŚĞ�
ŝƐ͗
    »    ��EŝgĞƌŝĂŶ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ

    * ,Ăs�ĂƩĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ϭϴ�ǇĞĂƌƐ.
    * >ŝǀĞƐ͕� ǁŽƌŬƐ� Žƌ� ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂƚĞƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ�

                  >ŽĐĂů 'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ��ƌĞĂ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�Žƌ�tĂƌĚ�
                  ĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ďǇ ƚŚĞ�ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚƌĞ.

    * WƌĞƐĞŶƚs�ŚŝŵͬŚĞƌƐĞůĨ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ.
    * EŽƚ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ůĞŐĂů�ŝŶĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�

                  ĂŶǇ ůĂǁ͕�ƌƵůĞ�Žƌ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ĨŽƌĐĞ�ŝŶ�EŝŐĞƌŝĂ͘

 » �� ƉĞƌƐŽŶ� ŝƐ� ŶŽƚ� ĂůůŽǁĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ� ŝŶ�ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ�
ŽŶĞ�ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�Žƌ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĐĞ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚƌĞ͘

 » /Ĩ� Ă� ƉĞƌƐŽŶ� ŵŽǀĞƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� ^ƚĂƚĞ� ǁŚĞƌĞ� ŚĞ�
ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�̂ ƚĂƚĞ͕�ŚĞ�ŵĂǇ�ĂƉƉůǇ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�̂ ƚĂƚĞ�ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ��ůĞĐƚŽƌĂů��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌ�;Z��Ϳ�ĨŽƌ�
ŚŝƐͬŚĞƌ�ŶĂŵĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ͛�ůŝƐƚ�
ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵĞŶĐǇͬĂƌĞĂ� ǁŚĞƌĞ� ŚĞͬƐŚĞ� ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�
ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐͬŚĞƌ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵĞŶĐǇͬĂƌĞĂ͘�,Ğ�
ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ĂƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĐŽƵŶƚ�
ĂƐ�ĚŽƵďůĞ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͘

 » �ĞĂĚůŝŶĞ� ĨŽƌ� ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� sŽƚĞ͗� �� ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞͬƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ�Žƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŝƐͬ
ŚĞƌ� ŶĂŵĞ� ŝƐ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ� ŽĨ� sŽƚĞƌƐ� ŝŶ�
ŚŝƐͬŚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵĞŶĐǇͬĂƌĞĂ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŚĞͬƐŚĞ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚƐ�ƚŽ�
ǀŽƚĞ�ƚŚŝƌƚǇ�;ϯϬͿ�ĚĂǇƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͘�
&ĂŝůƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƐŽ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐͬŚĞƌ�ŝŶĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�
ǀŽƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͘

The Right to 
Vote…

Registering 
to Vote….
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 » /ƚ� ŝƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĚƵƚǇ� ŽĨ� /E��� ƚŽ� ĚĞƐŝŐŶ͕� ƉƌŝŶƚ� ĂŶĚ� ŝƐƐƵĞ�
the PVC�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ͘

 » �� ƉĞƌƐŽŶ� ŝƐ� ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ� ƚŽ� ĐŽůůĞĐƚ� ŚŝƐ� WVC from �
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵĞŶĐǇͬĂƌĞĂ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŚĞ�registered.

 » �� sŽƚĞƌ� ŝƐ� ŶŽƚ� ĂůůŽǁĞĚ� ƚŽ� ŽǁŶ� ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� ŽŶĞ�
PVC͘

 » /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƐĞ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�Ă�PVC�ŝƐ�ůŽƐƚ͕�ĚĂŵĂŐĞĚ͕�torn or
ĚĞĨĂĐĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�PVC�ŚĂƐ�30 days to 
ĂƉƉůǇ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ŽŶĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�Z��͘�
dŚĞ� ^ƚĂƚĞ�Z��͕� ŝĨ� ƐĂƟƐĮĞĚ�ĂƐ� ƚŽ� ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ůŽƐƐ�Žƌ�ĚĂŵĂŐĞ͕�ƐŚĂůů�ŝƐƐƵĞ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ͛�ĐĂƌĚ�
ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ĐĂƌĚ� ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞĚ�
͞�ƵƉůŝĐĂƚĞ͘͟ �

 » dŚĞ� ^ƚĂƚĞ� Z��� ƐŚĂůů� ŶŽƚ� ŝƐƐƵĞ� Ă� ĚƵƉůŝĐĂƚĞ� ǀŽƚĞƌƐ͛�
ĐĂƌĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ĚĂǇ�Žƌ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϯϬ�ĚĂǇƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ĚĂƚĞ͘�

 » �� ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ� ǀŽtĞƌ� ŝƐ� ƉƌŽŚŝďŝƚĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ŐŝǀŝŶŐ� ŚŝƐͬ
ŚĞƌ�PVC ƚŽ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�of
ǀŽƟŶŐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ĚĂǇ�Žƌ�ďƵǇƐ͕�ƐĞůůƐ͕�Žƌ�ĚĞĂůƐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�PVC�ŝŶ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�Electoral
�Đƚ͘

 » /E���ŝƐ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ͕�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞ͕�
ŽŶ�Ă�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ�ďĂƐŝƐ͕�Ă�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�sŽƚĞƌƐ�
ǁŚŝĐŚ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ� ƚŚĞ�ŶĂŵĞƐ�ŽĨ� Ăůů� ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ�
ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ�ŝŶ�ĂŶǇ�&ĞĚĞƌĂů,�^ƚĂƚĞ͕�>ŽĐĂů�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�Žƌ�
�ƌĞĂ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘�

Voters’ 
Card…

dŚĞ�KĸĐŝĂů�
Register of 
Voters…
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 » dŚĞ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�sŽƚĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�>ŽĐĂů�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�
�ƌĞĂ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƐƚŽĚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ůĞĐƚŽƌĂů�KĸĐĞƌ�
ǁŚŽ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�
Z��͘�

 » �ŝƐƉůĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�sŽƚĞƌƐ͗�/E���ƐŚĂůů�ĞĂƌŵĂƌŬ�
Ă�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ŽĨ�ŶŽƚ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϱ�ĚĂǇƐ�ďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�
ϭϰ�ĚĂǇƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐƉůĂǇ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�
sŽƚĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�>ŽĐĂů�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͕��ƌĞĂ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�Žƌ�
tĂƌĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�Žƌ�ŽďũĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ŶĂŵĞƐ�
ŽŵŝƩĞĚ�Žƌ�ǁƌŽŶŐůǇ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ͘�

 » The reŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ͕�ƵƉĚĂƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�sŽƚĞƌƐ� ƐŚĂůů� ƐƚŽƉ�ŶŽƚ� ůĞƐƐ� ƚŚĂŶ�ϯϬ�
ĚĂǇƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͘�

 » sŽƚĞƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĐĞƌƟĮĞĚ�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�
ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ� ŝŶ� ŚŝƐ� ĂƌĞĂ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ� �ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ͕� ƵƉŽŶ�
ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ĨĞĞƐͬĐŚĂƌŐĞƐ͘�

 » dŚĞ� ŽƌĚĞƌ� ŽĨ� ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ� ŝŶƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� ŽĸĐĞƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� ĂŶĚ� sŝĐĞͲWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕� ƚŚĞ� 'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ� ĂŶĚ�
�ĞƉƵƚǇ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ�ŽĨ�Ă�̂ ƚĂƚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ĞŶĂƚĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�,ŽƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
,ŽƵƐĞ�ŽĨ��ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�ŽĨ�ĞĂĐŚ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�
ŽƌĚĞƌ͗
* ^ĞŶĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�,ŽƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐ͖
* WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͖�ĂŶĚ
* ^ƚĂƚĞ� ,ŽƵƐĞƐ� ŽĨ� �ƐƐĞŵďůǇ� ĂŶĚ� 'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌƐŚŝƉ�

elecƟŽŶƐ͘

 » dŚĞ�dŝŵĞͲdĂďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϭϱ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�
ĂƐ�ĨŽůůŽǁƐ͗Ͳ
* WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ� ĂŶĚ� EĂƟŽŶĂů� �ƐƐĞŵďůǇ� ʹ�28ƚŚ�

March͕�ϮϬϭϱ.
* 'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌƐŚŝƉ� ĂŶĚ� ^ƚĂƚĞ� ,ŽƵƐĞ� ŽĨ� �ƐƐĞŵďůǇ ʹ

11ƚŚ�April͕ �ϮϬϭϱ.

Order of 
�ůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͙



| 6

 » /E���ƐŚĂůů�ƉƵďůŝƐŚ�Ă�EŽƟĐĞ�ŽĨ��ůĞĐƟŽŶ� ŝŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�
^ƚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�&ĞĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�&�d�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐŚĂůů�ƐƚĂƚĞ͗Ͳ
Ă͘� dŚĞ�ĚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͖�ĂŶĚ
ď͘� dŚĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ�Ăƚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶƐ�ƉĂƉĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�

ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚ͘
 » dŚĞ� EŽƟĐĞ� ŽĨ� �ůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵƵƐƚ� ďĞ� ŵĂĚĞ� ŶŽƚ� ůĞƐƐ�

ƚŚĂŶ� ϵϬ� ĚĂǇƐ� ďĞĨŽƌĞ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĂƚĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͘�
EĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕� ŝĨ� ŝƚ� ŝƐ� Ă� ďǇͲĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͕� ƚŚĞ� EŽƟĐĞ� ŽĨ�
�ůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŶŽƚ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϭϰ�ĚĂǇƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͘

 » �ĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�dŝŵĞ�ŽĨ��ůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͗�/E���ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƟĨǇ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƟŵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͕�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�
ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ� ƚŽ� ǀŽƚĞ� ĂŶĚ� ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� ƉŽůůŝŶŐ� ƵŶŝƚƐ� ŶŽƚ�
ůĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϭϰ�ĚĂǇƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘

 
 » sŽƟŶŐ� ŝŶ� ĂŶǇ� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ� ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ� ŵƵƐƚ� ƚĂŬĞ�

ƉůĂĐĞ� ƐŝŵƵůƚĂŶĞŽƵƐůǇ� Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂŵĞ� ĚĂǇ� ĂŶĚ� ƟŵĞ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘�

 » WŽƐƚƉŽŶĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ��ůĞĐƟŽŶƐ͗�/E���ĐĂŶ�ƉŽƐƚƉŽŶĞ�
ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ĂƌĞĂ;ƐͿ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǀĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�
ĐŝƌĐƵŵƐƚĂŶĐĞƐ͗�
* tŚĞƌĞ� ŝƚ�ŚĂƐ� ƌĞĂƐŽŶ� ƚŽ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ� ƚŚĂƚ�Ă� ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ�

ďƌĞĂĐŚ� ŽĨ� ƉĞĂĐĞ� ŝƐ� ůŝŬĞůǇ� ƚŽ� ŽĐĐƵƌ� ŝĨ� ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�
ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĮǆĞĚ͖�

* EĂƚƵƌĂů� ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐ� Žƌ� ĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ� ŵĂŬĞ� ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŝŵƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͖�Žƌ

* tŚĞƌĞ� Ă� ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ� ĚŝĞƐ� ĂŌĞƌ� ĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ� ŽĨ�
ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƉŽůůƐ͘�

tŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ŶŽ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ĨŽƌ�
ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂĚĞ� ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͕�ƵŶƟů� ƚŚĞ�ŚŽůĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ� ĂƌĞĂƐ� ĞǆĐĞƉƚ� ƚŚĞ� �ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ� ĚĞĐŝĚĞƐ�
ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ͘�/Ŷ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ǁŽƌĚƐ͕�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�ĚŝƐĐƌĞƟŽŶ

                                                                   A VOTER’S GUIDE TO PARTICIPATION IN THE 2015 GENERAL ELECTION�
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ƚŽ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞ�Žƌ�ŶŽƚ�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ� ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ͘

 » /E���ǁŝůů�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�
ĂƌĞĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐŝŐŶ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�
ƵŶŝƚ͘

 
 » /E���ǁŝůů�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ďĂůůŽƚ�ďŽǆĞƐ͕�

ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͘�

 » �ĞĨŽƌĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ǀŽƟŶŐ͕� ƚŚĞ�ĞŵƉƚǇ�ďĂůůŽƚ�ďŽǆ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ďĞ�ŽƉĞŶĞĚ�ďǇ� ƚŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�KĸĐĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƉůĂǇĞĚ�
ƚŽ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ůĂǁĨƵůůǇ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞŶ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�ďĂĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĂůĞĚ͘��ŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐ͕�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�
ďĞ�ŬĞƉƚ�ŝŶ�ĨƵůů�ǀŝĞǁ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ƵŶƟů�ĂŌĞƌ�ǀŽƟŶŐ͘

 » sŽƟŶŐ� WƌŽĐĞƐƐ͗� �� ǀŽƚĞƌ� ŵƵƐƚ� ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ� ŚŝŵƐĞůĨ�
ĂŶĚ� ŚŝƐ� ǀŽƚĞƌ Ɛ͛� ĐĂƌĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ� KĸĐĞƌ͘ � dŚĞ�
WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�KĸĐĞƌ�ƐŚĂůů�ƚŚĞŶ�ĐŽŶĮƌŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽƚĞƌ Ɛ͛�
ŶĂŵĞ�ŝƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ �ŝƐƐƵĞ�Ă�ďĂůůŽƚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƌŬ�ŚŝŵͬŚĞƌ�ĂƐ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�ǀŽƚĞĚ͘

 » dŚĞ� WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ� KĸĐĞƌ� ƐŚŽƵůĚ� ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ� ǀŽƟŶŐ�
ƋƵĞƵĞƐ� ĨŽƌ� ŵĞŶ� ĂŶĚ� ǁŽŵĞŶ� ŝŶ� ĂƌĞĂƐ� ǁŚĞƌĞ� ƚŚĞ�
ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚ�ŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽŵĞŶ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƋƵĞƵĞ͘

 » EleĐƚƌŽŶŝĐ�ǀŽƟŶŐ�ŝƐ�ƉƌŽŚŝďŝƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ͘
           The use of the PVC card reader machines for the
           2015 general election is not regarded as an 
           electronic voting system by INEC.

 » tŝƚŚ� ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ� ƚŽ� ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ� ǁŝƚŚ� ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͕� /E���
ŝƐ� ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ� ƚŽ� ŵĂŬĞ� ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ� ĚĞǀŝĐĞƐ� Žƌ�
ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ� ƚŽ� ĞŶĂďůĞ� ƐƵĐŚ� ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ� ĐĂƐƚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ǀŽƚĞƐ͘

͘�

WŽůůŝŶŐ�
Θ��ĐƚƵĂů�
sŽƟŶŐ͙͘

Things to 
Note when 
sŽƟŶŐ͙͘
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»   Voting is by open secret ballot and all ballots must
                                        be deposited in the ballot box in the open view of 
                                        the public. 

                                   »    ��ǀŽƚĞƌ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ�ŝŶ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ�
                                         ŵƵƐƚ�ǀŽƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝƚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�
                                          ĂƐƐŝŐŶĞĚ͘�

  
 » sŽƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞ�ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�

ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ͘�

 » �� ǀŽƚĞƌ� ŝƐ� ŶŽƚ� ĂůůŽǁĞĚ� ƚŽ� ŵĂŬĞ� ĂŶǇ� ŵĂƌŬ� ŽŶ� Ă�
ďĂůůŽƚ� ƉĂƉĞƌ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞƐ� ŚŝŵͬŚĞƌ͘ � �� ǀŽƚĞƌ� ŝƐ�
ŽŶůǇ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƐƚ�ŚŝƐͬŚĞƌ�ǀŽƚĞ�ďǇ�ĂƉƉůǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƚŚƵŵďƉƌŝŶƚ�ŵĂƌŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŶĚĞůŝďůĞ�ŝŶŬ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂůůŽƚ�
ƉĂƉĞƌ͘ ��ŽŝŶŐ�ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ�ǁŝůů�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂůůŽƚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�
ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƌĞũĞĐƚĞĚ͘

 » sŽƚĞƌƐ� ĂƌĞ� ŶŽƚ� ĂůůŽǁĞĚ� ƚŽ� ǀŽƚĞ� ŽŶ� ĚĞƐƚƌŽǇĞĚ� Žƌ�
ƐƉŽŝůƚ�ďĂůůŽƚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ͘

 » dĞŶĚĞƌĞĚ� �ĂůůŽƚ͗� dŚŝƐ� ŝƐ� ŝƐƐƵĞĚ� ŝŶ� Ă� ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ�
ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ďĂůůŽƚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ƚŽ�ǀŽƚĞ͕�
ǁŚĞƌĞĂƐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ŚĂƐ�
ǀŽƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂŵĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂŝŵĂŶƚ͘�

 » dŚĞ��ůĞĐƚŽƌĂů��Đƚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�KĸĐĞƌ�ƚŽ�
ĞŶƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�Ă�ůŝƐƚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�͞ƚĞŶĚĞƌĞĚ�ǀŽƚĞ�
ůŝƐƚ͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞŶĚĞƌĞĚ�ǀŽƚĞ�ůŝƐƚ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ĂŶǇ�ůĞŐĂů�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚŝŶŐƐ�ĂƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ͘�
dŚĞ�Ăŝŵ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚĞ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ŽĨ�ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�Ăƚ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�
ƵŶŝƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�ĚŝƐƌƵƉƟǀĞ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ͘

                                               A VOTER’S GUIDE TO PARTICIPATION IN THE 2015 GENERAL ELECTION



| 9

A VOTER’S GUIDE TO PARTICIPATION IN THE 2015 GENERAL ELECTION

    »      dŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�KĸĐĞƌ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĚŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�
            ǀŽƚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶ�ĞǆĐůƵĚĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�
            ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�those lawfully entitled to be admitted
            such as accredited observers, polling agents and
            Poll Clerk.

     »    ��WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�KĸĐĞƌ�ĐĂŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�Ă�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�ŽĸĐĞƌ�ƚŽ� 
           ĂƌƌĞƐƚ�Ă�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ŝŵƉĞƌƐŽŶĂƟŶŐ�Ă�ǀŽƚĞƌ�Žƌ�Ă�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�

ǁŚŽ�ŚĞ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞƐ�ŝƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ǀŽƟŶŐ�ŝ͘Ğ͘�ϭϴ�
ǇĞĂƌƐ͘�

 » dŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�KĸĐĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞŵŽǀĞ�ĂŶǇ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�
ǁŚŽ� ďĞŚĂǀĞƐ� ŝŶ� ĂŶ� ƵŶƌƵůǇ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ  in a voting

           precint͘�^ƵĐŚ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ ŵĂǇ�ŽŶůǇ�ƌĞͲĞŶƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�
           ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
           ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�KĸĐĞƌ͘�

 » EĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽǁĞƌƐ� ŐŝǀĞŶ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ� WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�
ŽĸĐĞƌ� ƚŽ� ĞǆĐůƵĚĞ� ĚŝƐƌƵƉƟǀĞ� ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ� Žƌ� ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�
ĐŚĂƌŐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶ�ŽīĞŶĐĞ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĂďƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�Ă�ůĂǁĨƵůůǇ�ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ�ǀŽƚĞƌ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ǀŽƟŶŐ͘

 » /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďƐĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�KĸĐĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�WŽůů��ůĞƌŬ�
ĂƐƐƵŵĞƐ�Ăůů�ŚŝƐ�ƉŽǁĞƌƐ͘�

 » dŚĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚŝŶŐ�ŽĸĐĞƌ�ŵƵƐƚ�ĚĞĐůĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůůƐ�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�
Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƐĞƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĐůŽƐŝŶŐ͘��ƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ͕�ŽŶůǇ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�
ŝŶƐŝĚĞ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽůůŝŶŐ� ƵŶŝƚ� ǁŚŽ� ŚĂǀĞ� ŶŽƚ� ǀŽƚĞĚ� ĂƌĞ�
ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ� ƌĞŵĂŝŶ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�ƉŽůůŝŶŐ�ďŽŽƚŚ�ƵŶƟů� ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ǀŽƚĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐĂƐƚ͘�
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About PLAC

Policy and Legal Advocacy Centre (PLAC) is a non-governmental
organization committed to strengthening democratic governance 
and citizens’ participation in Nigeria. PLAC works to enhance 
citizens’ engagement with state institutions, and to promote 
transparency and accountability in policy and decision-making 
processes. The main focus of  PLAC’s intervention in the 
democratic governance process is on building the capacity of  
the legislature and reforming the electoral process. Since its 
establishment, PLAC has grown into a leading institution with 
capacity to deliver cutting-edge research, policy analysis and 
advocacy. PLAC receives funding support from donors and other 
philanthropic sources.




